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MASTERING THE
HOMOPHONES: A
COMPLETE GUIDE
TO THE THEY RE
THERE THEIR
WORKSHEET

Every  English  learner
and  native  speaker
alike  has  encountered
the  same  stumbling
block  at  some  point:
knowing  when  to  use
they’re ,  there ,  or
their .  These  three
words  sound  identical
when  spoken  aloud,
yet they carry entirely
different meanings and
grammatical  functions.
The  confusion  is  so
w i d e s p r e a d  t h a t

teachers,  parents,  and
even  profess ional
editors rely on targeted
practice  materials  to
r e i n f o r c e  t h e
distinctions. Among the
most  effective  tools  is
the  they  re  there
their  worksheet,  a
focused  exercise  that
h e l p s  l e a r n e r s
in terna l i ze  these
differences  through
repetition, context, and
application.
In  this  article,  we will
explore  the  unique
roles  of  each  word,
e x p l a i n  w h y
worksheets  are  so
beneficial  for
mastering  this  skill,
and  provide  practical
guidance  for  anyone

https://everybodystreet.com/


2

2 They Re There Their Worksheet 2022-08-17

looking  to  improve
their  understanding.
Whether  you  are  a
teacher  preparing
lesson plans, a parent
helping  a  child  with
homework, or an adult
seeking to polish your
own writing, this guide
w i l l  s e r v e  a s  a
c o m p r e h e n s i v e
resource.

Why Do
They Re,
There,
and Their
Cause So
Much
Confusion

?
Homophones are words
that  sound  the  same
but  have  different
s p e l l i n g s  a n d
meanings.  English  is
f u l l  o f  t h e m ,  b u t
they’re,  there,  and
their  are  particularly
tricky because they are
all  extremely  common
in everyday writing and
speech. The problem is
compounded  by  the
fact that many people
learn  these  words  by
ear  rather  than  by
sight, so when it comes
time  to  write  them
down,  the  correct
spe l l i ng  does  not
a l w a y s  c o m e
automatically.
Typing quickly,  writing
under  pressure,  or
simply not having had
e n o u g h  f o c u s e d
practice  can  lead  to
errors that make even
otherw i se  s t rong
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writing  look  sloppy.  A
well-designed they re
t h e r e  t h e i r
worksheet  addresses
this  issue  head-on  by
stripping  away  the
auditory confusion and
forcing  the  learner  to
e n g a g e  w i t h  t h e
written  form  of  each
word in context.

Breaking
Down the
Three
Words
Before  div ing  into
worksheet strategies, it
i s  e s s e n t i a l  t o
understand  exactly
what each word means
and how it functions in
a  sentence.  A  good
they  re  there  their
worksheet will always
start  by  clar i fy ing
these definitions, so let

us do the same here.
Their  is  a  possessive
pronoun.  It  indicates
t h a t  s o m e t h i n g
belongs to a group of
people,  animals,  or
th ings  prev ious ly
m e n t i o n e d .  F o r
e x a m p l e ,  “ T h e
students  left  their
backpacks  i n  t he
classroom.”  Here,
their  tells us that the
backpacks  belong  to
the students. It always
modifies  a  noun  and
never  stands  alone.
There  is  an  adverb
that typically refers to
a  place,  location,  or
position.  For  instance,
“The  book  i s  over
there on the shelf.” It
can also be used as an
exclamation,  as  in
“There you are!” or as
a  pronoun  in  phrases
like “There is a reason
for  everything.”  In  all
its  uses,  there  points
to  something  external
or abstract rather than
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indicating ownership.
T h e y ’ r e  i s  a
contraction  of  they
are.  It  combines  the
pronoun they with the
verb  are  to  form  a
s i n g l e  w o r d .  A n
example  would  be,
“They’re going to the
park after school.” The
apostrophe signals that
a  l e t te r  has  been
omitted, and the word
functions as  a  subject
and verb together.

How a
They Re
There
Their
Workshee
t Builds

Mastery
Reading definitions and
examples  is  a  good
start, but true mastery
comes  from  active
practice.  A  they  re
t h e r e  t h e i r
worksheet  provides
e x a c t l y  t h a t :
structured,  repetitive,
and  varied  exercises
that  chal lenge  the
learner  to  apply  their
knowledge  in  multiple
w a y s .  T h e  b e s t
worksheets incorporate
s e v e r a l  t y p e s  o f
activities  to  keep  the
brain  engaged  and  to
address  different
learning  styles.

FILL-IN-THE-BLANK
EXERCISES

The  most  common
type of exercise is the
fill-in-the-blank  format,
where  a  sentence  is
p resen ted  w i t h  a
missing word, and the
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learner  must  choose
between  they’re ,
there,  and  their.  For
example:

“_______ are
several reasons
why we should
leave early.”
“The team
celebrated
_______ victory
with a loud
cheer.”
“I think _______
lost, so we
should wait for
them.”

This format forces the
learner to consider the
context  of  the  entire
sentence,  not  just  the
word itself. It builds the
habit  of  pausing  to
think  about  meaning
before  writing.

SENTENCE
REWRITING

Another  effective
exercise  asks  learners

to rewrite sentences by
replacing  a  bolded
phrase with the correct
h o m o p h o n e .  F o r
instance, “The children
put  their  toys  away”
might  be  used  as  a
model, and the learner
then applies the same
l o g i c  t o  s i m i l a r
sentences. This type of
activity  reinforces  the
structural role of each
word.

ERROR CORRECTION

E r r o r  c o r r e c t i o n
exercises  present
sentences that contain
intentional  mistakes
i n v o l v i n g  t h e s e
homophones .  The
learner  must  identify
the error and write the
correct  word.  This  is
particularly  powerful
because it mimics real-
world  editing,  where
the  writer  must  catch
their  own mistakes.  A
typical  example  might
read:  “Their  going  to
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the  store  after  work.”
The  l ea rne r  mus t
recognize that their is
incorrect and replace it
with they’re.

MATCHING OR
SORTING ACTIVITIES

Some  worksheets
inc lude  match ing
e x e r c i s e s  w h e r e
learners  pair  each
homophone  with  its
correct  definition  or
with  a  sentence  that
uses  it  appropriately.
Sorting  activities  ask
learners  to  categorize
a  l ist  of  sentences
under  the  headings
they’re,  there,  and
their. These visual and
kinesthetic approaches
h e l p  s o l i d i f y  t h e
differences  in  a  more
tactile  way.

Who

Benefits
from
Using a
They Re
There
Their
Workshee
t?
W h i l e  t h e s e
worksheets  are  most
commonly  associated
with  elementary  and
m i d d l e  s c h o o l
students,  the  truth  is
that  learners  of  al l
ages  can  benefit  from
them.  Adults  who  are
non-native  English
speakers often struggle
wi th  homophones
because their  ear  has
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been  t ra ined  on  a
different  language
system.  Even  native
speakers  who  rely
heavily  on autocorrect
or speech-to-text tools
may  find  that  their
ability  to  distinguish
t h e s e  w o r d s  h a s
weakened over time.
Teachers  use  these
worksheets as part of a
larger  grammar  unit,
often  assigning  them
as homework or using
them  as  a  warm-up
activity at the start of
class.  Parents  find
t h e m  u s e f u l  f o r
supplementing  school
l e s s o n s  o r  f o r
addressing  specific
areas where their child
is  struggling.  Self-
directed  learners  can
download  or  pr int
w o r k s h e e t s  f r o m
c o u n t l e s s  o n l i n e
resources  and  work
through them at  their
own pace.

Tips for
Getting
the Most
Out of a
They Re
There
Their
Workshee
t
Simply  completing  a
w o r k s h e e t  i s  n o t
enough  if  the  learner
does  not  reflect  on
the i r  m is takes  o r
u n d e r s t a n d  t h e
reasoning behind each
correct  answer.  To
m a x i m i z e  t h e
effectiveness  of  any
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they  re  there  their
worksheet,  consider
t h e  f o l l o w i n g
strategies.
Read  the  sentence
aloud.  Even  though
the  words  sound  the
same,  hear ing  the
sentence  spoken  can
help  reinforce  the
grammatical  structure.
For  example,  saying
“They’re  happy”
s o u n d s  n a t u r a l
because  they’ re
replaces  they  are.
Saying  “Their  happy”
sounds wrong because
their is possessive and
does  not  fit  before  an
adjective.
Teach  the  rule  to
someone else. One of
t h e  b e s t  w a y s  t o
solidify a concept is to
explain  it  to  another
p e r s o n .  A f t e r
c o m p l e t i n g  a
worksheet,  have  the
learner  teach  the
difference between the
t h r e e  w o r d s  t o  a

sibling, friend, or even
a  stuffed  animal.  The
act  of  articulating  the
rule out loud cements
the knowledge.
Review  mistakes
immediately. When a
worksheet is graded, it
is  crucial  to  go  over
each error as soon as
possible.  The  learner
should understand why
t he i r  answer  was
wrong  and  why  the
correct answer is right.
This  turns  a  mistake
i n t o  a  l e a r n i n g
opportunity rather than
a simple failure.
Use  the  worksheet
as a diagnostic tool.
If a learner consistently
makes errors with one
particular word, that is
a signal that they need
extra  focus  on  that
concept.  For  instance,
i f  someone  always
confuses  they’re  and
their,  they may need
additional  practice
d i s t i n g u i s h i n g
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contract ions  f rom
possessives.

Beyond
the
Workshee
t: Real-
World
Applicatio
n
While a they re there
their worksheet is an
excel lent  start ing
point, the ultimate goal
i s  to  t ransfer  th is
knowledge  to  real-
w o r l d  w r i t i n g .
Worksheets  provide
controlled practice, but
the  real  test  comes
when  the  l ea rne r
wr i tes  an  emai l ,  a
story, or a social media

post.  Encouraging
learners  to  proofread
the i r  own  wr i t i ng
specifically  for  these
three words can be a
powerful  fol low-up
activity.
Teachers  can  ask
students  to  keep  a
journal or write a short
paragraph  and  then
circle every instance of
they’re,  there,  and
t h e i r  t o  v e r i f y
correctness.  Parents
can play a game where
they read a story aloud
and  pause  at  each
homophone, asking the
ch i l d  t o  spe l l  t he
correct  word.  Over
t ime,  these  habits
become  automatic,
a n d  t h e  n e e d  f o r
worksheets diminishes.

Common
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Pitfalls
Even
After

Practice
It  is worth noting that
even  with  consistent
worksheet  practice,
some learners continue
to  make  errors  under
certain  conditions.
Fatigue,  distraction,
and  speed  all  play  a
role in how accurately
a person writes. When
typing  quickly,  it  is
easy to default  to the
most  frequently  used
spell ing,  which  for
many people is there.
This  is  why  editing  is
such an important skill.
A they re there their
worksheet  teaches
t h e  r u l e s ,  b u t
developing the habit of
careful  proofreading is

w h a t  u l t i m a t e l y
ensures  error-free
writing.
Another common pitfall
is  overcorrect ing.
Some learners become
so  hyper-aware  of
these  homophones
that they start second-
guessing  themselves
even  when  they  are
cor rec t .  The  bes t
remedy  for  th is  i s
continued exposure to
cor rec t l y  wr i t ten
examples,  such  as
reading books, articles,
and  other  well-edited
texts. Seeing the words
used  co r rec t l y  i n
context builds intuitive
confidence.

Creating
Your Own
They Re
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There
Their
Workshee

t
For those who want a
more  personalized
approach,  creating  a
custom they re there
their  worksheet  is
surprisingly  simple.
Start by writing a list of
sentences  that  use
each  word  correctly.
Mix them up and leave
a  b lank  where  the
homophone should go.
Include a mix of  easy
and  more  challenging
s e n t e n c e s .  F o r
example ,  an  easy
sentence  might  be,
“Put  the  box  over
_______,” while a more
advanced  sentence
might  read,  “_______
g o i n g  t o  b e

disappointed  when
_______  find  out  that
_______  friend  moved
away.”
You can also create a
match ing  co lumn
where learners draw a
line  from the word to
its  definition.  Or,  write
a short paragraph that
deliberately  uses  all
three  words  and  ask
t h e  l e a r n e r  t o
underline each one and
l a b e l  i t  w i t h  i t s
meaning. The key is to
k e e p  t h e  l e a r n e r
actively  thinking  and
applying  the  rule,  not
just passively reading.

The Role
of
Technolo
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gy in
Learning
Homopho

nes
Whi le  t rad i t i ona l
worksheets  remain  a
staple  in  classrooms
and homes, technology
has  introduced  new
ways to practice these
homophones.  There
are  dozens  of  apps,
online  quizzes,  and
interactive games that
s e r v e  t h e  s a m e
purpose as a they re
t h e r e  t h e i r
worksheet  but  in  a
digital format. Many of
these  tools  provide
immediate  feedback,
w h i c h  i s  a  m a j o r
advantage.  However,
the  tactile  experience
of writing on paper can
be  more  memorable

for  some  learners,  so
c o m b i n i n g  b o t h
approaches  o f ten
yields the best results.
Printable  worksheets
r e m a i n  p o p u l a r
because  they  do  not
require  a  screen,  can
be  taken  anywhere,
and allow for  marking
up the page with notes
and  corrections.  For
teachers, they are easy
to  d i s t r i bu te  and
collect.  For  parents,
they  provide  a  quiet,
focused  activity  that
does not rely on Wi-Fi
or battery life.

Conclusio
n
M a s t e r i n g  t h e
difference  between
they’re,  there,  and
t h e i r  i s  a  r i t e  o f
passage  for  anyone
learning English. It is a
ski l l  that  requires
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patience, practice, and
the right tools. A they
r e  t h e r e  t h e i r
worksheet  is  one  of
the  most  effective
resources available for
this  purpose,  offering
targeted  practice  that
builds  accuracy  and
confidence.  By
combining  worksheet
exercises  with  real-
world  appl icat ion,

regular  review,  and  a
willingness  to  learn
from mistakes, anyone
can  overcome  the
confusion  surrounding
t h e s e  c o m m o n
homophones.  Whether
you  are  a  student,  a
teacher,  or  a  lifelong
learner, the journey to
mastery  starts  with  a
single  sentence –  and
the  determination  to
get  it  right.


