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INTRODUCTION:
WHY IMRAN KHAN
IS MY FAVOURITE
PERSONALITY

In  a  world  filled  with
influential  figures,  few
i n d i v i d u a l s  h a v e
managed to inspire as
many  people  across
different  walks  of  life
as Imran Khan. When I
reflect  on  the  question
of  who  my  favourite
personal ity  is,  the
name that immediately
comes to mind is Imran
Khan. This essay on my
favourite  personality

I m r a n  K h a n  i s  a n
attempt to capture the
essence of a man who
has  worn  many  hats
with distinction – from
b e i n g  o n e  o f  t h e
greatest cricketers the
world has ever seen to
becoming  a  dedicated
philanthropist  and
ultimately  the  Prime
Minister  of  Pakistan.
What  makes  Imran
Khan truly  remarkable
i s  n o t  j u s t  h i s
a c h i e v e m e n t s  i n
various  fields,  but  the
unwavering  principles
and moral courage that
have  defined  his
journey.
Imran Khan’s life story
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i s  o n e  o f
t r a n s f o r m a t i o n ,
res i l ience,  and  an
u n y i e l d i n g
commitment  to  his
ideals. He is not merely
a  public  figure  but  a
symbol  of  hope  for
millions who believe in
the power  of  integrity
and  hard  work.  This
article  explores  the
m u l t i f a c e t e d
personality  of  Imran
Khan,  delving  into  his
early  life,  his  glorious
cricket  career,  his
humanitarian work, his
political struggles, and
the leadership qualities
that make him a truly
inspirational figure.

EARLY LIFE AND
EDUCATION: THE
MAKING OF A
LEADER

Imran  Khan  was  born
on 5 October  1952 in
Lahore, Pakistan, into a
fami ly  w i th  a  r i ch
Pashtun  heritage.  His

father, Ikramullah Khan
N iaz i ,  was  a  c i v i l
eng ineer ,  and  h is
m o t h e r ,  S h a u k a t
K h a n u m ,  w a s  a
h o m e m a k e r  w h o
played  a  significant
role  in  shaping  his
character.  The  values
of honesty, hard work,
and  compassion  were
instilled in him from a
young  age .  Imran
received  his  ear ly
e d u c a t i o n  a t  t h e
prestigious  Aitchison
College in  Lahore and
later  attended  the
Royal Grammar School
in Worcester, England.
He  then  went  on  to
study  Phi losophy,
Politics, and Economics
a t  Keb le  Co l l ege ,
Oxford,  where  he  not
o n l y  e x c e l l e d
academically  but  also
honed  his  cricketing
skills.
This strong educational
foundation,  combined
with  the  discipline  he
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l e a r n e d  f r o m  h i s
f a m i l y ,  l a i d  t h e
groundwork  for  the
remarkable  journey
that  lay  ahead.  The
experiences he gained
dur ing  h is  t ime  in
England broadened his
perspective and helped
h i m  d e v e l o p  t h e
confidence  and
intellectual  rigour  that
would  later  define  his
approach  to  bo th
cricket  and  politics.
Understanding  his
ear ly  l i fe  helps  us
appreciate the depth of
character  that  makes
h i m  a  f a v o u r i t e
personality for so many
people  around  the
world.

THE GLORIOUS
CRICKET CAREER:
FROM CRICKETER
TO CAPTAIN

Imran Khan’s cricketing
career  is  the  stuff  of
legend.  He  made  his
Test debut for Pakistan

in  1971  and  quickly
established  himself  as
one  of  the  finest  fast
bowlers  in  the  world.
With  his  tall,  athletic
frame and devastating
pace,  he  terrorised
batsmen  across  the
globe. However, Imran
was not just a bowler;
he was a genuine all-
rounder,  capable  of
changing the course of
a match with both bat
and ball. His dedication
to  fitness  and  his
relentless  pursuit  of
excellence  set  new
s t a n d a r d s  f o r
cricketers in Pakistan.
In  the  early  1980s,
Imran  was  appointed
captain of the Pakistan
cricket team. This was
a turning point, not just
for  his  career  but  for
Pakistani  cricket.  He
infused the team with
a new sense of  belief
and  professionalism.
He  mentored  young
talents  l ike  Wasim
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Akram,  Waqar  Younis,
and  Inzamam-ul-Haq,
who  would  go  on  to
become  legends  in
their  own  right.  His
c a p t a i n c y  w a s
charac te r i sed  by
strategic  brilliance,
tactical innovation, and
an unshakeable faith in
his players.

The 1992
Cricket
World
Cup
Triumph
The pinnacle  of  Imran
Khan’s  cr icket ing
career  came  in  1992
when  he  led  Pakistan
to  its  first-ever  Cricket
World Cup victory. This
achievement is etched
in the memory of every
cricket fan. At the start

of  the  tournament,
Pakistan’s performance
was lacklustre, and the
team was on the verge
o f  e l i m i n a t i o n .
However ,  Imran’s
leadership  and  his
famous  “cornered
tigers” speech inspired
the players to rise from
t h e  a s h e s .  H e
motivated  them  to
believe  in  themselves
and  fight  against  all
odds.
The  final  against
E n g l a n d  a t  t h e
Melbourne  Cricket
Ground  is  one  of  the
most iconic matches in
cricket  history.  Imran
led  from  the  front,
scoring  a  crucial  72
runs and taking a vital
catch.  His  calm  and
composed  leadership
under  pressure  was
i n s t r u m e n t a l  i n
secur ing  a  22-run
victory. That World Cup
win  was  not  just  a
sporting  achievement;
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i t  was  a  moment  of
immense  pr ide  for
P a k i s t a n  a n d  a
testament to the power
of  belief,  teamwork,
and  resilience.  This
triumph  cemented  his
status  as  a  national
hero  and  a  cricketing
icon.

PHILANTHROPY:
THE VISION
BEHIND SHAUKAT
KHANUM
HOSPITAL

What sets Imran Khan
apart from many other
sports  stars  is  h is
profound  commitment
t o  p h i l a n t h r o p y .
Inspired by his mother,
Shaukat  Khanum, who
passed  away  f rom
cancer,  he  embarked
on a mission to build a
state-of-the-art  cancer
hospital in Pakistan. At
a  time  when  cancer
treatment  was  largely
i naccess ib l e  and
unaffordable  for  the

common  person,  his
v i s i o n  w a s
revolut ionary.  He
conceived the Shaukat
Khanum  Memor ia l
Cancer  Hospital  and
R e s e a r c h  C e n t r e
(SKMCH&RC) in Lahore.
The  journey  to  build
th i s  hosp i ta l  was
arduous.  Imran  faced
immense  scepticism
and  financial
cha l lenges .  Many
p e o p l e  d o u b t e d
whether  a  cricketer
could  successful ly
under take  such  a
massive  humanitarian
project.  However,  he
channelled  the  same
determination  and
discipline  that  had
made him a world-class
cricketer.  He tirelessly
fundraised,  travelling
across  the  g lobe ,
cal l ing  on  his  vast
network  of  supporters
and  admi re rs .  He
d o n a t e d  h i s  o w n
earnings  and  literally
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so ld  h i s  pe rsona l
belongings,  including
h i s  c r i c k e t
memorabilia,  to  raise
funds.
In  1994,  the  Shaukat
K h a n u m  C a n c e r
Hospital  opened  its
doors. Today, it stands
as  one  of  the  most
prestigious and trusted
healthcare  institutions
in  Pakistan,  providing
free  or  subsidised
treatment to over 75%
of  its  patients.  It  has
treated  hundreds  of
thousands  of  cancer
patients  from all  over
the country, regardless
of their financial status.
T h i s  p r o j e c t
exemplifies  his
compassion  and  his
philosophy of “Riyasat-
e - M a d i n a ”  o r  t h e
welfare  state,  where
the state is responsible
for the well-being of its
citizens. The hospital is
a  living  testament  to
his  bel ief  that  one

person  can  make  a
difference.

THE POLITICAL
JOURNEY: FROM
ACTIVISM TO
PRIME MINISTER

After  retir ing  from
cricket,  Imran  Khan
was  deeply  disturbed
by  the  widespread
corruption,  poverty,
and injustice he saw in
Pakistan.  He  felt  a
moral  obligation  to
enter  the  pol i t ical
arena  and  fight  for  a
bet te r ,  more  jus t
society.  In  1996,  he
founded  the  Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf  (PTI),
meaning  the  Pakistan
Movement  for  Justice.
The  initial  years  were
incredibly  difficult.  The
party struggled to gain
traction,  and  many
dismissed  him  as  a
political  novice.  He
faced  r id icule  and
setbacks, but he never
w a v e r e d  i n  h i s



Essay On My Favourite Personality Imran
Khan 7

7

conviction.
His  political  struggle
spanned  over  two
decades.  He  tirelessly
campaigned across the
country,  connecting
with  the  youth,  the
middle  class,  and  the
underprivileged.  His
message  of  “Naya
Pak is tan”  –  a  new
Pakistan based on rule
of  law,  justice,  and
human development  –
resonated  deeply  with
mi l l ions  who  were
disillusioned  with  the
traditional  political
establishment. His anti-
corrupt ion  stance
became  the  central
pillar  of  his  political
platform.  He  argued
that the root cause of
Pakistan’s  problems
was  the  pervasive
corruption  that  had
crippled its institutions
a n d  s t o l e n  t h e
resources  meant  for
the  people.

Becoming
the Prime
Minister
of
Pakistan
A f t e r  y e a r s  o f
persistent  struggle,
I m r a n  K h a n ’ s
perseverance  finally
paid  off.  In  the  2018
general  elections,  the
PTI  emerged  as  the
single  largest  party,
and  Imran  Khan  was
elected  as  the  22nd
Pr ime  M in i s te r  o f
Pakistan.  This  was  a
historic  moment,  not
just for him but for the
country. It showed that
a person with integrity
and a clear vision could
challenge  the  status
quo and ascend to the
highest  office.  His
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victory was celebrated
by his supporters as a
triumph  of  hope  over
cynicism.
As  Prime  Minister,  his
government  focused
on  several  key  areas.
H e  i n t r o d u c e d
a m b i t i o u s  s o c i a l
welfare  programs  like
the “Ehsaas Program”,
which aimed at poverty
a l l e v i a t i o n  a n d
providing a safety net
f o r  t h e  m o s t
v u l n e r a b l e .  H e
launched  the  “Sehat
Sahulat  Program”  to
prov ide  universa l
health  insurance.  His
government worked on
improving the ease of
doing  business  and
boosting  exports.  On
the foreign policy front,
he played a pivotal role
in  facilitating  peace
talks  between  the
United States and the
Taliban in Afghanistan,
earning  international
p r a i s e  f o r  h i s

diplomatic  efforts.  He
consistently  spoke
about  the  need  for
peace and dialogue in
the region.

LEADERSHIP
QUALITIES AND
CHARACTER

What  makes  Imran
K h a n  a  t r u l y
inspirational  figure  is
h i s  e x c e p t i o n a l
leadership  qualities.
His entire life has been
a  m a s t e r c l a s s  i n
leadership.  One of  his
most  defining  traits  is
h i s  u n w a v e r i n g
integrity.  In  a  world
where  compromise  is
often the norm, he has
consistently chosen the
path of principle, even
when  i t  came  a t  a
great personal cost. He
h a s  o f t e n  b e e n
criticised  for  being
r i g i d ,  b u t  h i s
supporters see this as
a  s i g n  o f  h i s
steadfastness.
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Another  key quality  is
his resilience. He has
f a c e d  c o u n t l e s s
defeats,  both  in  sport
and politics, but he has
always  bounced  back
stronger.  From  the
ear ly  struggles  of
building  his  cricket
team  to  the  political
w i lderness  o f  the
1990s  and  2000s,  he
never  gave  up.  This
resilience is a powerful
lesson in perseverance.
He  also  possesses  a
remarkable  ability  to
inspire and mobilise
people.  Whether  it
was  motivating  the
“cornered  tigers”  or
rallying millions for his
political cause, he has
a  n a t u r a l  g i f t  f o r
connecting with people
and  mak ing  them
believe  in  a  shared
vision.

Visionary
Thinking
and Long-
Term
Perspecti
ve
I m r a n  K h a n  i s  a
visionary  thinker.  He
has  always  been  able
to  see  the  b igge r
picture and think about
long-term  solutions
rather than short-term
fixes.  His  decision  to
build a cancer hospital
at a time when he was
still  actively  playing
cr i cket  shows  h i s
ability to think decades
ahead.  Similarly,  his
political  vision  for  a
just  and  equitable
society  is  rooted  in  a
deep understanding of
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history  and  human
development. He often
talks  about  learning
from the golden era of
Islam and applying its
principles  of  justice,
compass i on ,  and
accountab i l i ty  to
modern governance.
Fu r the rmore ,  h i s
humility  is  another
a d m i r a b l e  t r a i t .
D e s p i t e  h i s
m o n u m e n t a l
achievements,  he  has
remained  grounded
and  connected  to  his
roots. He is known for
his simple lifestyle and
his  disdain  for  the
ostentatious displays of
w e a l t h  t h a t  a r e
common among many
p o l i t i c i a n s  a n d
c e l e b r i t i e s .  T h i s
authenticity  endears
him  to  the  common
man and reinforces the
perception of him as a
man of the people.

CHALLENGES AND
RESILIENCE: A
MAN OF STEEL

Imran  Khan’s  life  has
not  been  without  its
share  of  challenges
and  controversies.  His
t e n u r e  a s  P r i m e
Minister  was  marked
by significant economic
difficulties,
compounded by global
inflation  and  the
a f t e r m a t h  o f  t h e
COVID-19  pandemic.
He  faced  relentless
o p p o s i t i o n  f r o m
political  rivals  and  a
section  of  the  media.
D e s p i t e  t h e s e
c h a l l e n g e s ,  h i s
government  managed
to  navigate  a  difficult
p e r i o d  a n d
implemented  several
landmark  reforms.
I n  A p r i l  2 0 2 2 ,  h e
became the  first  Prime
Minister  in  Pakistan’s
history to be removed
from  office  through  a
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no-confidence  motion.
He  alleged  that  this
was a “regime change”
c o n s p i r a c y
orchestrated by foreign
powers.  Instead  of
back ing  down,  he
l a u n c h e d  a n
unprecedented  mass
mobilisation  campaign
across the country. His
p o s t - p r e m i e r s h i p
struggle  has  further
cemented his image as
a  defiant  and
courageous leader.  He
h a s  f a c e d  l e g a l
chal lenges  and  an
assassination  attempt,
but  he  continues  to
fight  for  what  he
b e l i e v e s  i n  w i t h
remarkable  fortitude.
This chapter of his life
adds  another  layer  of
depth to his personality
and  demonstrates  his
unbreakable spirit.

THE GLOBAL
INFLUENCE AND

RECOGNITION

Imran  Khan’s  influence
extends far beyond the
borders of Pakistan. He
is a globally recognised
figure who is respected
for  his  humanitarian
w o r k  a n d  h i s
outspoken  views  on
international issues. He
has  been  awarded
several  prestigious
international  awards,
including  the  Hilal-e-
Imtiaz ,  Pakistan’s
second-highest  civilian
award.  He  has  also
been  honoured  with
t h e  L i f e t i m e
Achievement  Award
at  the  Asian  Cricket
Council  Awards  and
has  been  featured  in
Time magazine’s list
o f  the  100  most
influential  people  in
the  world.
H i s  a d v o c a c y  f o r
peace,  particularly  in
the Muslim world, and
his consistent criticism



12

12 Essay On My Favourite Personality
Imran Khan

2025-11-16

of  the  war  on  terror
h a v e  g i v e n  h i m  a

unique  voice  on  the
global  stage.  He  is  a
vocal critic


