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How To Draw Sea
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UNLEASH YOUR INNER ARTIST:
MASTERING HOW TO DRAW SEA
ANIMALS STEP BY STEP

The ocean is a vast, mysterious world
teeming with life, from the graceful glide
of a dolphin to the intricate patterns on a
seahorse. It's no wonder that artists of
all skill levels are drawn to capturing
these incredible creatures on paper.
Whether you're a complete beginner
looking for a relaxing hobby, a parent
seeking a fun activity with your kids, or
an aspiring illustrator building a
portfolio, learning how to draw sea
animals step by step is a rewarding
journey. This guide is designed to
demystify the process, breaking down
complex forms into simple, manageable
shapes. You don't need expensive
supplies or years of training; just a
pencil, some paper, and a willingness to
explore. By the end of this article, you'll
have the foundational skills to create
your own underwater gallery, boosting
your confidence and unlocking a new
creative skill.

Many people feel intimidated by
drawing, thinking they lack the natural
talent. But drawing is a skill, much like
reading or riding a bike, that can be
learned with practice and the right
guidance. This comprehensive tutorial
will lead you through the process,
offering clear, actionable instructions for

a variety of beloved sea animals. We'll
start with simpler creatures to build your
foundation and progressively move to
more complex subjects. So, grab your
sketchbook and let's dive into a sea of
creativity, one stroke at a time.

WHY START WITH SEA ANIMALS?
THE ARTISTIC BENEFITS

Before we get into the specific steps, it's
worth understanding why sea life is such
a fantastic subject for artists. Marine
animals offer a unique blend of
geometric shapes and organic, flowing
lines. A fish might start as a simple oval,
while an octopus is all about curving
lines and symmetry. This variety helps
you practice different drawing
fundamentals without getting bored.

Furthermore, learning how to draw sea
animals step by step teaches you the
critical skill of observation. You'll learn to
see the underlying structure of a
complex figure—the cylinder of a
dolphin's body, the triangles of a shark's
fin, the circles of an octopus's head. This
'seeing' ability is the secret weapon of
every great artist. Finally, the ocean
theme is universally appealing. Whether
you're creating a coloring page for a
child or a detailed illustration for a
project, sea animals are always a hit,
making your new skill immediately
useful and shareable.

ESSENTIAL TOOLS FOR YOUR
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UNDERWATER SKETCHBOOK

While you can start with just a pencil and
paper, having a few specific tools can
make the process smoother and more
enjoyable. For this tutorial on how to
draw sea animals step by step, here
is a simple list of recommended
supplies:

* A Pencil (2B or HB): A standard
graphite pencil is perfect for
sketching. A 2B pencil is slightly
softer, making it easier to create
light lines for erasing and darker
lines for final details.

e An Eraser: A standard white
plastic eraser is great for fixing
mistakes. A kneaded eraser is also
useful for gently lifting graphite to
create highlights, like the shine on
a fish's scales.

e Sketching Paper: Any smooth
paper will do. Printer paper is fine
for practice, but a dedicated
sketchbook is more satisfying and
durable.

e Black Pen or Fine Liner
(Optional): Once you are happy
with your pencil drawing, you can
trace over it with a pen to create a
clean, bold line art style.

e Colored Pencils, Markers, or
Watercolors (Optional): Adding
color brings your sea creatures to
life. Even a simple blue wash can
transform your sketch.

DRAWING YOUR FIRST SEA
CREATURE: THE SIMPLE FISH

Let's start with the cornerstone of the
ocean: the fish. This is the perfect
project for building confidence and
understanding the basic 'blocking in'
method. Follow these simple steps to
master the foundation of how to draw

sea animals step by step.

Step 1: The Body
Shape

Start by drawing a slightly elongated
oval or a teardrop shape. This is the
main body. Don't press too hard; keep
your lines light so you can adjust them
later. The front of the teardrop will be
the head, and the narrower end will be
the tail.

Step 2: The Tall
FIn

At the narrow end of the body, sketch a
triangle or a fan shape. This is the tail fin
(or caudal fin). Make it look like a two-

lobed fan by drawing a slight 'V' shape in
the middle of it.

Step 3: The
Dorsal and
Pectoral Fins

Draw a small triangle on the top center
of the fish's body for the dorsal fin. Then,
add two smaller curved triangles on the
sides near the head for the pectoral fins.
These help the fish steer.

Step 4: The Eye
and Mouth

Draw a small circle near the front of the
head for the eye. Add a tiny curved line
for the mouth. You can also draw a small
gill line just behind the head.
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Step 5: Adding
Details

Now for the fun part. Add a few curved
lines along the body to suggest scales.
Don't draw every single scale; a few
strategic lines are enough. You can also
add a pupil to the eye and refine the
shape of the fins. Erase any unnecessary
guide lines, and you have your first sea
animal!

MASTERING MOVEMENT: HOW TO
DRAW A DOLPHIN

Dolphins are a favorite subject for many,
known for their intelligence and graceful,
dynamic poses. Drawing a dolphin
teaches you how to show movement and
curvature. Here is your step-by-step
guide to drawing this elegant mammal.

Step 1: The
Curved Body

Instead of an oval, a dolphin's body
starts with a long, curved shape. Think of
a banana or a gentle wave. Draw a long,
curved line for the back and a shorter,
parallel curve for the belly. They should
meet at a point at the front (the nose)
and the back (the tail).

Step 2: The
Dorsal Fin

On the top of the body, about two-thirds
of the way back, draw a curved triangle.
This is the dorsal fin. It's not sharp like a
shark's fin; it has a gentle curve to it.

Step 3: The
Flippers

On the sides of the body, near the front,
add two long, curved teardrop shapes.
These are the pectoral flippers. They
should point slightly backward to
suggest forward motion.

Step 4: The Tall
Flukes

The tail of a dolphin is horizontal, not
vertical like a fish's. Draw two rounded
triangles sticking out sideways from the
back point of the body. They look like a
pair of wings or a crescent moon.

Step 5: The Face
and Details

Dolphins have a distinct 'beak' or
rostrum. Add a small line to separate the
beak from the forehead. Draw a small,
dark circle for the eye. Add a curved line
for the mouth (it looks like a smile). To
finish, you can add a light belly line and
erase your construction lines.

EXPLORING TENTACLES:
DRAWING AN OCTOPUS

The octopus is a fantastic creature for
practicing curving lines and symmetry.
Learning this method is a crucial part of
how to draw sea animals step by
step because it introduces you to
drawing from the center outwards.



Step 1: The Head
(Mantle)

Start by drawing a large, rounded shape.
This is the octopus's head or mantle. It
doesn't have to be a perfect circle; a
slightly squashed oval or even a
teardrop shape works well. This is the
base of your creature.

Step 2: The
Tentacles

From the bottom of the head, draw
curving lines outwards. To create a
natural look, draw four tentacles on the
left and four on the right. Make them
curve in different directions. Some can
droop down, some can curl up, and
others can wave out to the side. Use
smooth, sweeping lines.

Step 3:
Thickening the
Tentacles

Your octopus now looks like a stick
figure. Go back to each tentacle line and
draw a second line parallel to it, creating
a thick, wavy tube. Connect the ends to
make the tentacle tips rounded and
pointed.

Step 4: Suction
Cups

On the underside of each tentacle, draw
small circles or 'U' shapes. These are the

suction cups. You don't need to draw
them on every single tentacle; just a few
on each one will create the illusion of
texture.

Step 5: Eyes and
Texture

Draw two large, oval eyes on the front of
the head. Octopus eyes have horizontal
pupils, so draw a line across each oval.
Add some small dots or bumps on the
head for texture. You can also make the
tentacles look more organic by adding
slight waves and curves to their edges.

ARMOR AND GRACE: DRAWING A
SEA TURTLE

Sea turtles combine hard, geometric
shells with soft, flowing flippers. This
contrast makes them a wonderful
subject. Mastering this tutorial is a key
step in how to draw sea animals step
by step.

Step 1: The Shell
Base

Start by drawing a large oval. This is the
top view of the turtle's shell. It should be
slightly wider at the front and narrower
at the back.

Step 2: The Head
and Flippers

Draw a small, rounded triangle
extending from the front of the shell.
This is the head. For the front flippers,
draw two long, flat leaf-like shapes
extending from the sides of the shell
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near the head. For the back flippers,
draw two smaller, teardrop shapes
extending from the back sides of the
shell.

Step 3: The Shell
Pattern (Scutes)

Sea turtle shells have a beautiful
geometric pattern. Inside your oval,
draw a larger hexagon or pentagon in
the center. Then, draw interlocking
shapes (more pentagons and hexagons)
around it to fill the shell. Don't worry
about being perfectly accurate; a
stylized pattern looks great.

Step 4: The Face

Add a small eye on the head, near the
front. Draw a gentle curve for the mouth.
Sea turtles have a distinct beak, so you
can add a small line to define it.

Step 5: Detalls
and Texture

Add lines to the flippers to show the
ridges and joints. Use curved lines on the
shell to give it a 3D, domed appearance.
Erase your guide lines, and your sea
turtle is ready to swim off the page.

THE APEX PREDATOR: HOW TO
DRAW A SHARK

Sharks are powerful and streamlined.
Drawing a shark is all about sharp angles
and a sense of purpose. This is a more

advanced lesson in how to draw sea
animals step by step.

Step 1: The
Torpedo Body

Begin with a long, sleek torpedo shape.
The front should be pointed, and the
back should taper towards the tail. Draw
a center line down the middle to help
with symmetry.

Step 2: The Fins

Sharks have several distinct fins. Draw a
large, sharp triangle on the top of the
body for the first dorsal fin. Behind it,
draw a smaller triangle for the second
dorsal fin. On the sides, draw long,
pointed triangles for the pectoral fins.

Step 3: The Tall

The shark's tail is asymmetrical
(heterocercal). The top lobe is much
longer than the bottom lobe. Draw a
large, upward-sweeping curve for the
top of the tail and a much smaller one
for the bottom.

Step 4: The Head
and Jaws

Sharks have a pointed snout. Draw a
curved line for the mouth, usually set
back a bit from the tip of the nose. For a
fierce look, add a row of sharp,
triangular teeth along the jaw



