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THE ULTIMATE
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WATCHING THE
MAD MAX MOVIES
IN ORDER

In the vast wasteland
of post-apocalyptic
cinema, few franchises
have left as deep a
mark as George Miller's
Mad Max series. From
a low-budget
Australian road rage
thriller to an Oscar-
winning spectacle of
practical effects and
feminist fury, the saga
has evolved over four
decades. Whether you
are a first-time viewer

or a longtime fan
looking for a refresher,
knowing how to watch
the Mad Max movies
in order is essential.
This guide covers both
release order and
chronological order,
explaining the timeline,
key characters, and
what makes each film
a milestone. By the
end, you will know
exactly how to
experience the journey
of Max Rockatansky
and the world that
shapes him.

Why the
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Order
Matters

The Mad Max movies
in order are not
presented as a
straightforward linear
narrative. The first
three films follow a
fairly direct arc: Max
loses his family,
becomes a hardened
loner, and then finds a
purpose helping
others. However,
2015's Mad Max: Fury
Road fits between the
second and third
movies chronologically,
while 2024's Furiosa: A
Mad Max Saga serves
as a prequel set years
before the original.
Watching them in
release order gives you
the original creative
evolution, while
watching them in story
order ties the plot
together. This article

breaks down both
approaches so you can
decide which Mad
Max movies in order
best suits your viewing
style.

MAD MAX MOVIES
IN RELEASE ORDER

Most viewers prefer
release order because
it respects the way the
filmmakers built the
world and characters
over time. Here is the
official release order of
the Mad Max movies
in order by theatrical
debut:

1. Mad Max
(1979)

2. Mad Max 2:
The Road
Warrior (1981)
- also known
simply as The
Road Warrior

3. Mad Max
Beyond
Thunderdome
(1985)
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4. Mad Max: Fury
Road (2015)

5. Furiosa: A Mad
Max Saga
(2024)

This sequence
highlights how George
Miller’'s vision
deepened from a gritty
revenge story into a
sprawling mythological
epic. Each film pushed
the boundaries of stunt
work and world-
building, culminating in
the technological
marvel of Fury Road.

1. Mad
Max
(1979) -
The Birth
of the

Wastelan
d

George Miller’s debut
feature introduced the
world to a near-future
Australia where society
is unraveling. Mel
Gibson stars as Max
Rockatansky, a police
officer in the Main
Force Patrol who
watches his family
destroyed by a vicious
motorcycle gang. The
film is lean, violent,
and raw - a revenge
thriller that feels like a
punk rock western. Key
elements like the V8
Interceptor and the
leather-clad villains
originated here. The
budget was tiny, but
the action was
revolutionary.

Watching the Mad
Max movies in order
from the beginning
shows you how the



seed of a world was
planted.

2. Mad
Max 2:
The Road
Warrior
(1981) -
The Post-
Apocalypt
IC
Masterpie
ce

Often considered the
best of the series, The
Road Warrior expands
the scope significantly.
The setting moves
deeper into the

wasteland, where
resources like gasoline
and water are scarce.
Max, now a scavenger,
is drawn into a conflict
between a fortified
settlement of survivors
and a marauding gang
led by the terrifying
Lord Humungus. The
film introduced the
iconic theme of
nomadic tribes and
fuel-obsessed warlords.
It established the
visual language that
every post-apocalyptic
world would later steal.
This is where the Mad
Max movies in order
truly define the genre.

3. Mad
Max
Beyond
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Thunderd

(1985) -

The

Strange

Stepchild

Directed by George
Miller and George
Ogilvie, the third entry
divides fans. It trades
the raw grit of The
Road Warrior for a
more elaborate,
slightly campy world.
Max ends up in
Bartertown, a trading
hub ruled by the
villainous Aunt Entity
(Tina Turner). The
famous Thunderdome
gladiator arena
features a duel with
the genius concept
“two men enter, one

man leaves.” The third
act shifts to a tribe of
children living in an
oasis, adding a Lord of
the Flies element.
While tonally uneven, it
has memorable
moments and expands
the mythos. It also
introduces the idea of
Max becoming a
reluctant community
builder, a thread that
carries into later films.

4. Mad
Max: Fury
Road
(2015) -
The
Return of



the Road
Warrior

Thirty years after
Beyond Thunderdome,
George Miller returned
with a film that not
only revived the
franchise but also won
six Academy Awards.
Tom Hardy took over
the role of Max, but the
real protagonist is
Imperator Furiosa
(Charlize Theron), a
war captain who rebels
against the tyrant
Immortan Joe. The film
is essentially a two-
hour chase sequence,
with breathtaking
practical stunts and a
feminist subtext that
resonated globally. In
the chronology of Mad
Max movies in order,
this takes place
between The Road
Warrior and Beyond
Thunderdome (or

perhaps slightly later,
depending on
interpretation). The
film raises the question
of where exactly it fits
in the timeline.

5.

Furiosa: A
Mad Max
Saga
(2024) -
The
Origin of
the
Imperator

George Miller’s prequel
tells the backstory of
Furiosa, the character
who stole the show in
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Fury Road. Anya
Taylor-Joy plays the
younger Furiosa as she
is kidnapped from the
Green Place and forced
to survive in the
wasteland under the
warlord Dementus
(Chris Hemsworth). The
film spans many years
and shows how Furiosa
became the
mechanical warrior we
meet in Fury Road. It
also introduces new
vehicles, new tribes,
and further explores
the lore of the Citadel.
For anyone watching
the Mad Max movies
in order
chronologically, this
should be viewed first -
chronologically, it
begins many years
before the original Mad
Max.

MAD MAX MOVIES
IN
CHRONOLOGICAL

(STORY) ORDER

If you prefer to
experience the story as
it happens on the
timeline, here is the
recommended Mad
Max movies in order
chronologically:

1. Furiosa: A Mad
Max Saga
(2024) - takes
place roughly
15-20 years
before the
original Mad
Max.

2. Mad Max
(1979) - the fall
of society and
Max losing his
family.

3. Mad Max 2:
The Road
Warrior (1981)
- Max wanders
the wasteland
alone.

4. Mad Max: Fury
Road (2015) -
set after The
Road Warrior but



before Beyond
Thunderdome.

5. Mad Max
Beyond
Thunderdome
(1985) - takes
place after Fury
Road.

This ordering can be
confusing because the
production order does
not match the timeline.
However, watching
chronologically helps
you see how the world
decays more and
more, and how Max
evolves. For example,
Fury Road shows Max
still very much a loner
but willing to help,
while Beyond
Thunderdome shows
him taking on a more
reluctant leadership
role. The chronological
order also makes the
technological

differences (like the
appearance of the
Gigahorse in Furiosa
vs. the older vehicles

in the original) feel
more cohesive.

Where
Does
-uriosa
Cit in the
Timeline?

According to George
Miller, Furiosa is set
before the original Mad
Max. The Green Place
is still thriving, and the
wasteland is not yet
fully established. Some
fans place it about 45
years before Fury Road
and about 15-20 years
before Max's
backstory. This means
that the Mad Max
movies in order
chronologically place
Furiosa at the very
start. However, it is
important to note that
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the franchise is more
myth than strict
continuity. Each film
can be viewed as a
legend told by different
wasteland survivors, so
exact timelines are
flexible.

HOW MANY MAD
MAX MOVIES ARE
THERE?

As of 2025, there are
five official Mad Max
movies in order. Two
more are in
development: a sequel
to Fury Road titled Mad
Max: The Wasteland,
and possibly a Furiosa
sequel. The series also
includes a video game
(2015's Mad Max by
Avalanche Studios)
which is considered a
loose tie-in, but it is not
part of the official film
continuity. If you
include unofficial or fan
projects, the list grows,
but for canonical
viewing, stick to the

five theatrical releases.

FREQUENTLY
ASKED QUESTIONS
ABOUT THE MAD
MAX MOVIES IN
ORDER

Do you
need to
watch the
original
Mad Max
before
Fury
Road?

Not necessarily. Fury
Road was designed to
be accessible to new
audiences. The film
provides enough




context about the
world and Max's
character. However,
watching the original
trilogy enriches the
experience. For
example, you will
appreciate the visual
callbacks and
understand Max’s
trauma better. If you
want the most
complete
understanding of the
Mad Max movies in
order, start with the
first one, but if you
want the best action,
you can start with Fury
Road and then explore
the rest.

What is
the best
order to

10

watch
Mad Max
movies?

Most fans recommend
release order: 1979,
1981, 1985, 2015, then
2024. This allows you
to see the growth in
filmmaking technology
and storytelling.
However, if you want
the story chronology,
use the chronological
order above. There is
no wrong way, but the
Mad Max movies in
order by release gives
you the original
experience that
George Miller intended.

Is the
Mad Max
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video

game

canon?

The 2015 video game
is considered non-
canon. George Miller
stated that while it
takes inspiration from
the films, it is a
separate story. It does
not fit neatly into the
Mad Max movies in
order timeline and
should be considered
an alternate version.

THEMATIC
OVERVIEW OF THE
MAD MAX SERIES

The Mad Max movies
in order offer more
than just vehicular
mayhem. They explore
themes of survival,
community, trauma,
and redemption. Max
begins as a man

11

broken by loss, and
each film peels back
layers of his psyche.
The wasteland itself is
a character - a desert
of extremes where
water and fuel are
worth more than gold.
George Miller
masterfully uses the
action to comment on
resource scarcity,
tribalism, and the hope
that can flicker in the
darkest corners. Fury

Road specifically
turned the franchise
into a feminist

statement, with Furiosa
driving the plot while
Max plays a supporting
role. The chronological
Mad Max movies in
order highlight this
evolution from a male
revenge story to a

broader saga of
liberation.

WHERE TO WATCH
THE MAD MAX
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MOVIES

Most of the Mad Max
movies in order are
available on streaming
platforms. Mad Max
and The Road Warrior
are often on Netflix or
Amazon Prime
depending on your
region. Beyond
Thunderdome appears
on Hulu or free with
ads. Fury Road is
widely available on
HBO Max and Amazon.
Furiosa recently
concluded its theatrical
run and will hit
streaming soon. Check
local listings, but
owning the Blu-ray box
set is the best way to

guarantee complete
access to the Mad
Max movies in order
with bonus features.

CONCLUSION

Whether you choose
release order or
chronological order,
the Mad Max movies
in order offer an
unforgettable journey
through a broken
world. From the low-
budget fury of the
original to the high-
octane masterpiece of
Fury Road and the
expansive prequel
Furiosa, each film adds
depth to the legend of
Max
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