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YOUR COMPLETE GUIDE TO TV
LISTINGS IN GREAT FALLS,
MONTANA

Whether you are a long-time resident of
the Electric City or have just moved to
the heart of central Montana, keeping up
with what to watch on television can
sometimes feel like a challenge. With a
mix of local broadcasts, cable networks,
and streaming platforms, knowing
exactly where to find your favorite

shows—or the big game—requires a
reliable source. That is where a
dedicated TV Guide Great Falls MT
resource becomes indispensable. This
article will walk you through everything
you need to know about television in
Great Falls, from traditional over-the-air
channels to advanced streaming
solutions, ensuring you never miss a
moment of your preferred programming.

In this comprehensive guide, we will
explore the local channel lineup, discuss
how to access the most current TV
listings, compare cable and satellite
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providers, and offer practical advice for
cord-cutters. By the end, you will have a
clear understanding of the television
landscape in Great Falls, Montana, and
how to make the most of your viewing
experience. We have written this with
you, the reader, in mind—natural,
informative, and easy to follow.

UNDERSTANDING THE GREAT
FALLS TV MARKET

Great Falls sits in a unique broadcast
market, designated as Designated
Market Area (DMA) 191 by Nielsen. This
means the city receives its own set of
local affiliates, news stations, and public
broadcasting channels. For anyone
looking for a TV Guide Great Falls MT
listing, it all begins with knowing which
major networks are available over the

air.

Local Broadcast
Channels

If you use an antenna, you can access
several free channels that air national
network programming, local news, and
syndicated shows. The primary stations
serving Great Falls include:

e KRTV (CBS) - Channel 3.1 - The
local CBS affiliate, offering network
prime-time shows, NFL football,
and regional news.

 KFBB (ABC / Fox) - Channel 5.1
(ABC) and 5.2 (Fox) - This dual-
affiliate station provides both ABC
and Fox programming on separate

2 Tv Guide Great Falls Mt

2024-11-18



Tv Guide Great Falls Mt 3

subchannels.

e MTN (NBC) - Channel 1.1 - NBC’s
local outlet, home to "The Voice,"
"Chicago" franchise, and local
weather coverage.

e KUSM (PBS) - Channel 9.1 -
Montana PBS delivers quality
educational content, nature
documentaries, and children’s
programming.

e KHBB-LP (MyNetworkTV /
MeTV) - Channel 21.x - A low-
power station that offers classic
reruns and MyNetworkTV fare.

These over-the-air channels are the
foundation of any TV Guide Great Falls
MT schedule. They are free to receive
with a simple digital antenna, which we
will discuss later in this guide.

Additional Digital
Subchannels

Many stations now broadcast multiple
subchannels. For instance, KRTV often
includes a weather channel or "Comet"
on its second subchannel. KFBB may
have "Antenna TV" or "Grit." Checking a
current listings database can reveal
these hidden gems. Keep in mind that
subchannel availability can change, so it
is wise to periodically rescan your TV's
tuner to catch any new additions.

HOW TO ACCESS A TV GUIDE FOR
GREAT FALLS MONTANA

Gone are the days of the single printed
newspaper insert. Today, you have



multiple ways to get accurate, up-to-
date TV Guide Great Falls MT listings.
Whether you prefer digital convenience
or a traditional paper schedule, options
abound.

Online TV
Listings Websites

Several national and local websites
provide customized schedules. Some
popular options include:

e TitanTV - Offers a free,
interactive grid where you can
filter by zip code (59401, 59404,
59405) to see exactly what is
airing in Great Falls.

e TVGuide.com - The classic site

still works. Enter your zip code and
provider (antenna, cable,
streaming) to see accurate listings.

e Zap2it - Another reliable source
for TV listings across all providers.

e Local newspaper websites -
The Great Falls Tribune often
publishes a weekly TV section in
print, and its website may offer
digital listings.

These online grids typically show the
next two weeks of programming, making
it easy to plan your viewing around live
events like sports or breaking news.

Cable and
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Satellite Provider
Guides

If you subscribe to Optimum (the
primary cable provider in Great Falls
since the Charter merger) or to DIRECTV
or Dish Network, your remote control
gives you an on-screen guide. These
electronic program guides (EPGs) are
usually sorted by channel number and
time. You can search by show title or
browse by category. They are the most
convenient TV Guide Great Falls MT
source for subscribers, as they update in
real time when networks adjust
schedules.

Smart TV and
Streaming
Device Apps

Smart TVs from Samsung, LG, Sony, and
others come with built-in guide apps that
pull data from the internet. Similarly,
devices like Roku, Apple TV, and Amazon
Fire Stick have free TV guide channels
(e.g., "The Roku Channel" with a live TV
guide). For a fee, you can also use apps
like TvEars or iGuide for more detailed
functionality.

CABLE AND SATELLITE



For many households, relying solely on
an antenna is not enough. They want the
full channel lineup that includes sports
networks, news channels like CNN and
Fox News, and premium movie channels.
Below are the main subscription TV
providers serving Great Falls.

Optimum
(Formerly
Charter

Specmmi)s IN GREAT FALLS

Optimum is the dominant cable provider
in the area. It offers various packages
with hundreds of channels, including
local networks, ESPN, TNT, and more.
Optimum also offers a streaming option
called Optimum Stream, which uses an
app on a compatible device without
needing a set-top box. For the most
accurate TV Guide Great Falls MT
listings on Optimum, use the on-screen
guide or the Optimum TV app.

DIRECTV and
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Dish Network

Satellite services remain popular in rural
areas around Great Falls where cable
may not reach. Both providers offer
national channel packages with local
channels included. Their guides are
accessible via the remote. One
advantage is the ability to get regional
sports networks like Root Sports (now
AT&T SportsNet) for Seattle Mariners or
Portland Trail Blazers games, depending
on your package.

Streaming TV

Services

In recent years, many Great Falls
residents have cut the cord in favor of
live TV streaming services. These
platforms typically include local
broadcast channels and many cable
favorites. Popular options include:

e YouTube TV - Offers local
channels, unlimited DVR, and a
clean guide interface. Works on
smart TVs, phones, and
computers.

e Hulu + Live TV - Combines on-
demand Hulu content with live
channels, including locals in Great
Falls.

e DIRECTV Stream - A streaming
version of DIRECTV with a similar



channel lineup.

e FuboTV - Focused on sports but
includes entertainment and local
channels. Check if it carries KRTV
and KFBB in your area.

Each of these services provides its own
TV Guide Great Falls MT interface,
usually with a grid that shows what is on
now and upcoming. You can often sort
by favorites or search for specific
programs.

USING AN ANTENNA FOR FREE TV
IN GREAT FALLS

If you want to save money and still get
high-definition broadcasts, an over-the-
air (OTA) antenna is an excellent choice.
With the right antenna, you can receive
all major networks free of charge. Here

is what you need to know for Great Falls.

Antenna Types
and
Recommendatio
ns

Great Falls sits in a valley along the
Missouri River, and the broadcast towers
are generally located on lower
elevations. Most major stations (CBS,
NBC, ABC, Fox) transmit from a site near
the city. A simple indoor antenna with a
range of 30-40 miles may suffice for
many homes, especially if you live in a
suburban area without too many
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obstructions. However, if you are farther
out—say, near the airport or west of
town—a multi-directional outdoor
antenna might be necessary.

Popular models include:

¢ Mohu Leaf 50 - A thin indoor
antenna that can be mounted on a
wall or window. Works best if you
are within 20 miles of the towers.

e Antennas Direct ClearStream
2V - A compact outdoor antenna
that picks up signals from multiple
directions.

* Winegard HD7698P - A larger
outdoor antenna suitable for rural
areas over 50 miles away.

Setting Up Your
Antenna

After purchasing an antenna, install it as
high as possible (attic or outside).
Connect a coaxial cable to your TV's
“Antenna In” port. Then, go to your TV’s
settings and select “Auto-Tune” or
“Channel Scan.” The TV will search for
all available signals. Once the scan
completes, you will have a list of
channels. This becomes your own
personal TV Guide Great Falls MT
lineup—viewable via your TV’s built-in
guide, which may show program names
if your TV supports guide data (often
limited to “Now” and “Next”). For a full
schedule, refer to an online guide.



Tips for Best
Reception

If you experience pixelation or missing
channels, try these fixes:

e Re-scan your TV after a storm or if
channels disappear.

e Move the antenna around the
room or to a different window.

e Use a signal amplifier (only if you
are splitting the signal to multiple
TVs).

e Check if any local towers are off-
air due to maintenance.
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LOCAL PROGRAMMING AND

NEWS IN GREAT FALLS

One of the key reasons to keep a close
eye on your TV Guide Great Falls MT
is to catch local content. Great Falls is
served by several news outlets that air
daily newscasts, weather reports, and
community features.

KRTV News

KRTV (CBS) produces its own local news
at 5:00 p.m., 6:00 p.m., and 10:00 p.m.
It also covers high school sports, local
events, and Montana politics. Check
their schedule for special town halls or
election coverage.
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KULR-TV
Butte/Great Falls

Although KULR is based in Butte, its
signal covers the Great Falls area. It airs
the NBC Nightly News and local cut-ins.
Their weekend broadcasts often
highlight regional events.

KFBB News

KFBB (ABC/Fox) produces morning and
evening news. The Fox 5.2 channel airs a
9:00 p.m. newscast, which is convenient
for those who prefer late news.

Also, Montana PBS (KUSM) occasionally
airs locally produced documentaries
about the state’s history and wildlife.
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Use your TV guide to find those specials.

SPORTS VIEWING IN GREAT
FALLS

Sports fans in Great Falls have unique
needs. Whether you follow the NFL,
college football, or the local minor
league baseball team (the Great Falls
Voyagers, part of the MLB Draft League),
your TV Guide Great Falls MT should
help you locate the games.

NFL and College
Football

KRTV (CBS) airs AFC games on Sunday
afternoons, while KFBB (Fox) carries NFC
games. Sunday Night Football appears



on KFBB (if it is on NBC’'s schedule).
Monday Night Football is on KFBB’s ABC
signal. For college sports, the Big Sky
Conference games often appear on local
affiliates or on ESPN (available via
cable/streaming).

Montana
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Grizzlies and
Bobcats

University of Montana and Montana
State University games are sometimes
broadcast on Root Sports (now part of
AT&T SportsNet) or on the affiliate
stations. Check your TV listings for "G
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