Weird But True Stupid Criminals 1

Weird But True
Stupid Criminals

Downloaded from

everybodystreet.com
by Drake &
Marquis

Weird But
True Stupid
Criminals

WEIRD BUT TRUE
STUPID
CRIMINALS: THE
MOST ABSURD
TRUE CRIME
STORIES YOU
WON'T BELIEVE

When you think of
criminals, you might
imagine masterminds
plotting elaborate
heists or cunning con
artists slipping through
cracks. But the reality
is often far less
glamorous. In fact,
some of the most
memorable

lawbreakers earn their
fame not through skill,

but through sheer, jaw-
dropping
incompetence.
Welcome to the world
of weird but true
stupid criminals — a
collection of real-life
blunders so bizarre
they sound like
comedy sketches.
These tales remind us
that crime doesn't
always pay, and
sometimes it doesn't
even make sense. In
this article, we'll
explore some of the
most laughable,
unbelievable, and
genuinely dumb
criminal acts ever
recorded. Prepare to
shake your head,
chuckle, and maybe
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even feel a little

smarter.

What
Makes a
Criminal

"Stupid"?

Before diving into
specific  stories, it's
worth asking: what
exactly qualifies as a
stupid criminal? It's
not just about getting
caught — many clever
criminals get caught
too. Stupidity here
means a fundamental
failure of logic,
planning, or common
sense that leads to an
almost cartoonish
downfall. Think of a
robber who uses his
own credit card at a
gas station before a
heist, or a thief who
posts photos of his

stolen goods on social
media. These are the
kind of blunders that
make police officers
chuckle and the rest of
us wonder how these
people function in daily
life. The phrase weird
but true fits perfectly
because the stories are
so outlandish they feel
fictional. Yet they are
100% real.

The Bank
Robber
Who
Forgot to
Write a
Note

One classic example of
weird but true
stupid criminals
involves a man who
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decided to rob a bank
but forgot one crucial
element: the demand
note. In 2019, a would-
be robber in Ohio
walked up to a teller,
handed her an
envelope, and then
realized he hadn't
written anything on it.
He panicked, mumbled
something, and asked
for the envelope back.
The teller, confused,
refused. The man then
simply left the bank.
Police later arrested
him after reviewing
surveillance footage.
The real kicker? He had
a previous criminal
record. You'd think
he'd have remembered
the note. This story
captures the essence
of criminal stupidity: a
plan so simple that
even forgetting one
step dooms the entire
operation.

The
Burglar
Who Got
Stuck in a
Chimney

Among the most
physically painful
examples of stupid
criminals are those
who get stuck in
chimneys. In 2017, a
would-be burglar in
Massachusetts

attempted to break
into a restaurant by
sliding down the
chimney. Unfortunately
for him, the flue was
too narrow. He became
wedged upside down,
unable to move. The
homeowner heard his
cries for help and
called the police.
Firefighters had to



dismantle part of the
chimney to free him.
He was arrested on the
spot, covered in soot
and humiliation. The
irony is that he could
have simply tried the
door. This is a perfect
illustration of weird
but true stupid
criminals — a plan
that defies logic and
ends with the
perpetrator literally
stuck in a hole.

The Thief
Who Left
His
Wallet at
the Scene

Leaving a calling card
is never a good idea for
a criminal, unless that
calling card is your own
wallet. This happened

in 2018 in Oregon. A

man broke into a
home, stole a few
items, and then

accidentally dropped
his own wallet on the
floor. Inside were his
driver's license, credit
cards, and even a
business card. Police
found the wallet and
went straight to his
address. When they
arrived, he was still
sleeping. He claimed
he didn't remember
the burglary. That
might be true, but the
evidence was clear.
Stories like this are
why weird but true
stupid criminals
remain a popular genre
for true crime
enthusiasts. The level
of carelessness is
almost impressive.

Shoplifter
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shared with staff) and
S WhO called security. The
woman was arrested.

Tried to Not only did she fail to

get away with the
Retu rn theft, but she also gave
the store back the
stolen merchandise.

StO | e n This is a textbook case

of weird but true
GOOdS stupid criminals
trying to game the
Return policies are System — without
meant for honest understanding the
customers, not for basics of retail
thieves. Yet, some Security.
stupid criminals think
they can return stolen The
items for cash. In 2021,

a woman in Florida Robber

stole a high-end
vacuum cleaner from a
department store. The Who
next day, she walked

into the same store Used HlS

without a receipt and
tried to return it for
store credit. The Own Car
cashier recognized the
item (surveillance
footage from the day
before had been



asS d

true" barely covers the
absurdity of someone
robbing a bank in their

G eta Wgrycar, then driving

Vehicle

Using a getaway car is
standard for bank
robbers, but using your
own registered vehicle
with your license plate
visible is not. In 2016,
a man in Ohio robbed a
bank and sped away in
his own SUV. He didn't
wear a mask, and his
license plate number
was captured by
multiple cameras.
Police tracked the
vehicle to his home
within hours. When
asked why he didn't
change plates or use a
stolen car, he said he
didn't think about it.
This shows that stupid
criminals often fail at
the most basic level of
operational security.
The phrase "weird but

e to await arrest.

Why Do
These
Stories

Fascinate
Us?

There's a reason why
collections of weird
but true stupid
criminals go viral.
They offer a mix of
schadenfreude and
relief. We laugh
because we can't
imagine making such
obvious mistakes. It
also humanizes crime:
many criminals are not
evil geniuses but
desperate, impulsive,
or just plain foolish
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people. These stories
also serve as
cautionary tales. If you
ever consider breaking
the law, remember
that you might forget
to bring a note, leave
your wallet, or get
stuck in a chimney.
The internet is filled
with stupid criminals
who have taught us
that crime and
stupidity often go hand
in hand.

More
Unforgett
able
Blunders

To round out our list,
here are a few more
quick examples of
weird but true
stupid criminals:

e The fish thief:

A man in Texas
stole a 50-pound
fish from a pet
store by stuffing
it down his
pants. The fish
died, he was
arrested, and the
whole incident
was caught on
camera.

The selfie
bandit: A
burglar in
California took a
selfie with a
stolen laptop and
forgot to delete
it. Police found
the photo and
recognized him.
The GPS
tracker: A car
thief stole a
vehicle that had
a hidden GPS
tracker. He drove
it to his house,
where police
arrested him the
same day.

e The wrong



house: A man
broke into a
house intending
to rob it, but it
was the wrong
address. The
homeowner was
a police officer.
He was tasered
and arrested.

Each of these stories
reinforces that stupid
criminals are a
diverse and endlessly
entertaining group.
They serve as a
reminder that
intelligence is not
evenly distributed, and
sometimes, truth really
is stranger than fiction.

Lessons
from the
Dumbest

Criminals

While we laugh at
these tales, there are
real lessons here. First,
crime is rarely a good
idea, and planning
matters. Second,
technology is making it
harder to get away
with foolish acts —
cameras, GPS, social
media, and forensic
tools catch even the
dumbest mistakes.
Third, these stories
highlight how
impulsive decisions can
ruin lives. Many weird
but true stupid
criminals ended up
with felony records for
something that was
doomed from the start.
The best lesson? Don't
be a criminal, and if
you are, at least don't
be a stupid one.
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Conclusio
n

The world of weird
but true stupid
criminals is a never-
ending source of
amusement and
disbelief. From bank
robbers who forget
notes to burglars who
get stuck in chimneys,
these real-life stories
prove that truth is
often funnier than

fiction. They remind us
that not all criminals
are masterminds —
many are just regular
people who made
incredibly bad choices.
So the next time you
see a headline about a
bizarre arrest, take a
moment to appreciate
the sheer absurdity.
After all, in a world full
of serious news, a little
laughter at the
expense of stupid
criminals is a
welcome break.



