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INTRODUCTION:
THE ENDURING
LEGACY OF
SUCCESSFUL
DRAWING BY
ANDREW LOOMIS

For generations of
artists, illustrators, and
visual storytellers, the
name Andrew Loomis
is synonymous with
foundational

excellence. While
many contemporary
art books focus on
trendy styles or digital
shortcuts, few have
matched the depth,
clarity, and practical
wisdom found in

Loomis's classic
instructional series.
Among his most
celebrated works,

Successful Drawing
By Andrew Loomis
stands as a definitive
guide to understanding
the mechanics of
representational art.
Originally published in
the mid-20th century,
this volume remains a
cherished resource for
anyone serious about
improving their
draftsmanship. Unlike
a mere collection of
pretty pictures,
Successful Drawing
By Andrew Loomis is
a rigorous, logical, and
inspiring manual that
breaks down complex


https://everybodystreet.com/

visual problems into
manageable, step-by-
step solutions. In this
article, we will explore
the core principles that
make this book so
effective, delve into its
key chapters, and
understand why its
lessons are more
relevant today than
ever before.

THE MAN BEHIND
THE METHOD:
WHO WAS
ANDREW LOOMIS?

To fully appreciate
Successful Drawing
By Andrew Loomis, it
helps to know the
author himself. Andrew
Loomis (1892-1959)
was a highly successful
American illustrator
whose work appeared
in major magazines
like The Saturday
Evening Post and Life,
as well as in
advertising campaigns
for major corporations.

Frustrated by the lack
of clear, systematic art
instruction available at
the time, Loomis
decided to compile his
own teaching methods
into a series of books.
His goal was not to
create artists who
simply copied
photographs, but to
equip students with the
ability to draw
convincingly from
imagination. The result
was a series of
masterworks including
Figure Drawing for All
It's Worth, Creative
Illlustration, and, of
course, the
comprehensive

Successful Drawing
By Andrew Loomis.
This particular book is
often considered the
cornerstone of his
teaching philosophy, as
it covers the
fundamental principles
that underpin all visual
art—from still life and
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landscape to the
human  figure and
composition.

CORE PRINCIPLES
TAUGHT IN
SUCCESSFUL
DRAWING BY
ANDREW LOOMIS

What sets Successful
Drawing By Andrew
Loomis apart from
other instructional
books is its structured,
almost scientific
approach to art.
Loomis believed that
drawing was not a
mystical gift but a skill
that could be learned
through understanding
key principles. The
book is built around
several foundational
concepts that are
essential for any artist.

Proportio

n and
Measure
ment

One of the first and
most crucial lessons in
Successful Drawing
By Andrew Loomis is
the mastery of
proportion. Loomis
introduces the concept
of "sight-size" and
comparative

measurement to help
artists accurately
depict the relationships
between different parts
of a subject. He
emphasizes that
getting the proportions
right is the bedrock of
a believable drawing.
The book provides
clear, visual examples
of how to measure
using a pencil or a
simple unit of
measurement, such as
the head length in



figure drawing. By
internalizing these
methods, artists can
avoid the common
pitfall of starting a
drawing with well-
rendered details that
simply do not fit
together. Successful
Drawing By Andrew
Loomis teaches you to
see the whole before
you focus on the parts.

Structure
and
Construct
lon

Loomis was a firm
believer that complex
forms could be broken

down into simple,
geometric shapes. This

principle of
construction is a
recurring theme

throughout Successful

Drawing By Andrew
Loomis. He teaches
artists how to visualize
the underlying
structure of any
object—whether it is a
human head, a hand, a
tree, or a building—as
a combination of
spheres, cylinders,
cubes, and cones. This
approach allows the
artist to understand
the form in three
dimensions, making it
possible to draw it
convincingly from any
angle. The book is
filled with diagrams
showing how to build
up a head from a
simple ball and plane
structure, or how to
construct a  figure
using blocky,
volumetric forms. This
method not only
improves accuracy but
also gives the drawing
a sense of solidity and
weight.
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Perspecti
ve and
Foreshort
ening

No discussion of
Successful Drawing
By Andrew Loomis
would be complete
without highlighting his
masterful treatment of
perspective. Loomis
dedicates  significant
space to explaining
linear perspective,
including one-point,
two-point, and three-
point perspective. He
does this with
remarkable clarity,
using simple diagrams
and real-world
examples. But the
book goes beyond
architectural

perspective. Loomis
also provides an in-

depth look at
foreshortening,
which is the visual
distortion that occurs
when an object or body
part extends towards
or away from the
viewer. His system for
drawing the figure in
perspective is
considered one of the
finest ever devised. By
using simplified forms
and imaginary boxes,
the artist can
accurately place limbs
and features in space.
This section of
Successful Drawing
By Andrew Loomis
alone is worth the price
of admission, as it
empowers artists to
create dynamic,
dramatic poses that
feel alive and three-
dimensional.

Light and



Shadow
(Value)

Understanding how
light behaves s
another critical
component covered
extensively in
Successful Drawing
By Andrew Loomis.
Loomis breaks down
the rendering of light
and shadow into a
clear, logical system.
He introduces the
concept of "value" as
distinct from local
color, and explains how
to create the illusion of
volume and depth
using a full range of
tones. The book
teaches about core

shadows, cast
shadows, halftones,
and reflected light.

Loomis also explains
how different lighting
conditions (like frontal
light, side light, and

backlight) affect the
appearance of a
subject. By following
the principles in
Successful Drawing
By Andrew Loomis,
artists learn to see the
world in terms of light
and shadow rather
than just outlines,
which is a
transformative step in
any artistic journey.

A DEEPER DIVE:
KEY CHAPTERS IN
THE BOOK

Successful Drawing
By Andrew Loomis is
not just a single lesson;
it is a comprehensive
curriculum. Its chapters
are arranged in a
logical sequence, each
building upon the last.
Here are some of the
key sections that make
this book a complete
education in drawing.
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Drawing

the Head

and

Features

The section on the
head is one of the most
famous parts of
Successful Drawing
By Andrew Loomis.
Here, Loomis
introduces his now-
iconic "ball and plane"
method for
constructing the
human head. This
system simplifies the
complex anatomy of
the skull into a basic
sphere, which is then
cut and modified to
represent the jaw,
cheekbones, and eye
sockets. The book also
provides detailed
instruction on drawing
individual features: the

eyes, nose, mouth, and
ears. For each feature,
Loomis explains the
underlying structure,
the variations in shape
and proportion, and
how to render them
realistically. This
chapter is a goldmine
for portrait artists and
anyone who struggles
with capturing a
likeness.

Drawing
the
Human
Figure

A large portion of
Successful Drawing
By Andrew Loomis is
dedicated to the
human figure. Loomis
believed that the figure
was the ultimate
challenge for any
artist, and  his



approach is both
anatomical and artistic.
He begins with the
skeleton and major
muscle groups, but
avoids becoming
bogged down in overly
complex medical
details. Instead, he
focuses on the forms
that are visible on the
surface and how they

interact. The book
covers standing,
seated, and action

poses, with a particular
emphasis on balance,
weight, and
movement. Loomis
also provides an
excellent system for
drawing hands and
feet, often the most
frustrating areas for
beginners. The figure
drawing section in
Successful Drawing
By Andrew Loomis is
a complete course in
itself, providing a
framework that artists
can use for a lifetime.

Compositi
on and
Design

Drawing a single object
well is one thing;
creating a compelling
composition is another.
Successful Drawing
By Andrew Loomis
also addresses the
principles of good
design, including unity,
variety, contrast, and

balance. Loomis
explains how to
arrange elements

within a picture plane
to guide the viewer's
eye and create a sense
of harmony or drama.
He discusses the use of
color, tonal contrast,
and line to create focal
points and rhythm.
This section elevates
the book from a mere
technical manual to a
true guide to art-
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making. By integrating
these principles,
Successful Drawing
By Andrew Loomis
ensures that the artist
is not just rendering
correctly, but also
thinking like a visual
storyteller.

WHY SUCCESSFUL
DRAWING BY
ANDREW LOOMIS
REMAINS
RELEVANT IN THE
DIGITAL AGE

In a world of digital
painting software, 3D
modeling, and Al
image generation, one
might wonder if a book
like Successful
Drawing By Andrew
Loomis is still
relevant. The answer is
a resounding yes.
While tools have
changed, the
fundamental skills of
seeing, understanding
form, and constructing

a believable image
remain the bedrock of
all visual art. Many of
the top professional
digital artists and
concept designers
today cite Loomis as a
key influence. His
methods are not about
a specific medium;
they are about how to
think visually. Whether
you are drawing with a
pencil, a stylus, or a
brush, the principles in
Successful Drawing
By Andrew Loomis
apply universally.
Understanding

perspective, value, and
construction  will
improve your digital

painting, your 3D
modeling, and even
your photography

composition. The book
is not a relic; it is a
timeless key to
unlocking your artistic
potential.
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SUCCESSFUL

DRAWING BY

with 4OWsT0 USE
and assignments.
Do not skip

ANDREW LOOMisthem. These are

FOR SELF-STUDY

To get the most out of
Successful Drawing
By Andrew Loomis, it
is important to
approach it actively.
Here are some
practical tips for self-
study:

e Read and
Sketch
Simultaneously
: Do not just read
the text. As
Loomis explains
a concept, try to
replicate his
diagrams in your
own sketchbook.
This hands-on
approach
reinforces the
learning.

e Do the
Assignments:
The book is filled

carefully
designed to build
your skills step
by step.

* Focus on One
Chapter at a
Time: The book
is dense. Instead
of rushing
through it, spend
a week or two on
a single chapter.
Master the
concepts of
proportion before
moving on to
light and
shadow.

e Apply the
Lessons to Real
Life: After
studying a
technique in the
book, go out and
draw from life.
Try to apply
Loomis's
construction

10 Successful Drawing By Andrew 2023-10-29

Loomis



Successful Drawing By Andrew Loomis

11

BOOKS$:thods to real
objects, people,
and scenes. This
is where the
learning
becomes
permanent.
Revisit the
Book
Regularly: Your
understanding of
Successful
Drawing By
Andrew Loomis
will deepen as
your skills
improve. Re-
reading chapters
months or years
later will reveal
new insights that
you missed the
first time.

COMPARING
SUCCESSFUL
DRAWING BY
ANDREW LOOMIS
TO OTHER ART
INSTRUCTION
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Many excellent art
instruction books exist,
but Successful
Drawing By Andrew
Loomis occupies a

unique place.
Compared to books by
George Bridgman,

which focus heavily on
rhythmic gesture and
anatomical mass,
Loomis's approach is
more structured and
geometric. Compared
to Betty Edwards's
Drawing on the Right
Side of the Brain,
which emphasizes
perception and seeing,
Loomis provides a
more comprehensive
technical system. The
two books can actually
complement each
other well. However,
for artists who want a
complete, systematic
method for drawing
anything—from a still
life to a complex figure



composition—Success
ful Drawing By
Andrew Loomis is
arguably the most
complete single
volume ever published.
It is less about style
and more about the
universal language of
visual representation.

THE VISUAL
LANGUAGE OF THE
BOOK

One of the great
strengths of
Successful Drawing
By Andrew Loomis is
its visual clarity. The
book is filled with
hundreds of Loomis's
own drawings and
diagrams. These are
not mere illustrations;
they are teaching
tools. Every line, every
arrow, and every
shaded tone s
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showcasing Loomis's
incredible
draftsmanship. By
studying these images,
the reader learns not
only from the explicit
instruction but also
from the implicit
quality of the drawings
themselves. The clarity
of the visuals in
Successful Drawing
By Andrew Loomis
makes complex ideas
accessible, even for
beginners who may
feel overwhelmed by
traditional art theory.

CONCLUSION:
UNLOCKING YOUR
POTENTIAL WITH
SUCCESSFUL
DRAWING BY
ANDREW LOOMIS

In a world that often
seeks quick fixes and
instant results, the

carefully placed to deep, foundational
explain a concept. The training  offered by
drawings themselves gyccessful Drawing
are masterful,
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By Andrew Loomis is
more valuable than
ever. This book does
not promise overnight
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13
mastery, but it
provides a reliable
roadmap for

continuous



