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INTRODUCTION: THE DEBUT OF A
FAN-FAVOURITE ANTI-HERO

Few characters  in  modern comic  book
history have undergone as dramatic and
beloved  a  transformation  as  Harley
Quinn. Originally introduced in Batman:
The  Animated  Series  as  the  Joker’s
manic  moll,  she  quickly  leapt  from
screen to page, evolving into a cultural
icon.  Yet  it  was the launch of  Harley
Quinn  New  52  Vol  1  that  t ru ly
redefined  her  for  a  new  generation.
Published as  part  of  DC Comics’  2011
line-wide  reboot,  this  trade  paperback
collects  the  first  eight  issues  of  the
standalone  New  52  Harley  Quinn
series,  written by the dynamic duo of
Amanda  Conner  and  Jimmy  Palmiotti.
More than just a collection of fun, violent
adventures,  this  volume  established
Harley  as  a  fully  independent  anti-
heroine, cutting her ties with the Joker
and embracing a chaotic life in a Coney
Island  apartment  building.  For  both
longtime fans  and newcomers,  Harley
Quinn  New  52  Vol  1  remains  the
e s s e n t i a l  s t a r t i n g  p o i n t  f o r
understanding  her  modern,  irreverent,
and wildly entertaining character.

BACKGROUND: HARLEY QUINN
BEFORE THE NEW 52 REBOOT

When DC Comics announced the New 52
initiative in 2011, the entire superhero
universe  was  relaunched  with  new
continuity.  Many  characters  received

updated  origins  and  costumes,  and
Harley Quinn was no exception. Prior to
the reboot, Harley had a complex history
as  the Joker’s  psychiatrist-turned-lover,
often  depicted  as  a  tragic,  abused
partner.  She  had  appeared  in  various
titles, including Gotham City Sirens and
Birds of Prey, but rarely as a solo lead.
The Harley Quinn New 52 series gave
her a solo ongoing title for the first time,
and it came with a bold directive: make
h e r  f u n ,  f u n n y ,  a n d  u t t e r l y
unpredictable.  The  creative  team  of
Amanda  Conner  (art)  and  J immy
Palmiott i  (co-wr i ter)  brought  a
lighthearted,  madcap  energy  that
immediately  set  the  series  apart  from
darker Bat-family books. The result was
a refreshing take on the character that
resonated with a wide audience.

OVERVIEW OF THE SERIES:
CREATORS, TONE, AND ARTISTIC
FLAIR

One  of  the  first  things  readers  notice  in
Harley  Quinn New 52 Vol  1  is  the
vibrant, expressive artwork by Amanda
Conner. Her style is clean, cartoony, yet
detailed,  perfectly  capturing  Harley’s
acrobatic  movements  and exaggerated
e x p r e s s i o n s .  C o n n e r ’ s  a r t  i s
complemented  by  Paul  Mounts’  bold
coloring, using a palette heavy on reds,
blacks,  and  whites  to  match  Harley’s
iconic  costume.  The  tone  is  a  unique
blend  of  slapstick  comedy,  graphic
violence,  and  genuine  heart.  Harley
narrates the story directly to the reader,
breaking  the  fourth  wall  frequently,
which makes the volume feel like a zany,
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interactive experience. The series does
not take itself  too seriously, yet it  still
manages  to  touch  on  themes  of
independence,  friendship,  and  moving
on from toxic relationships. This balance
of  humor  and  depth  is  what  makes
Harley  Quinn  New  52  Vol  1  so
compell ing.

The Creative
Dream Team

Amanda Conner – Penciller and
co-writer, known for her
expressive, dynamic art style.
Jimmy Palmiotti – Co-writer and
inker, bringing his experience with
irreverent humor.
Paul Mounts – Colorist, giving the
book a bright, comic feel.

DETAILED BREAKDOWN OF
STORY ARCS IN THE VOLUME

Harley Quinn New 52 Vol 1  collects
issues #0 through #8. The story begins
with “Harley’s Holiday,” a framing device
that sees Harley leaving the Joker after a
brutal beating. She decides to move to
Coney  Island,  where  she  purchases  a
run-down  apartment  building.  From
there, the volume becomes a series of
episodic  adventures  that  introduce  a
colorful  supporting cast  and pit  Harley
against  a  variety  of  threats,  from
mobsters  to  costumed  villains.

Issue #0: The
(New) Origin
This  zero  issue  retcons  Harley’s  origin
slightly  for  the  New  52.  It  shows  Dr.
Harleen  Quinzel  as  a  psychologist

assigned  to  Arkham  Asylum,  her
seduction by the Joker, and her eventual
transformation.  However,  the  series
quickly moves past that tragic backstory,
focusing  on  her  present-day  life.  The
issue sets the stage: Harley is breaking
free,  literally  and  figuratively,  from  the
Joker’s  influence.

Issues #1-4:
Moving into
Coney Island
Harley  buys  a  decrepit  apartment
building in Coney Island, complete with
eccentric  tenants:  a  half-cyborg
mechanic named Sy Borgman, a hipster
couple, a psychic cat named Big Tony,
and others.  Her  immediate  problem is
that the building is overrun with former
henchmen of the Joker, who have turned
it into a gambling den. Harley deals with
them in her typical brutal-yet-whimsical
fashion,  using everything from a giant
mallet to a rocket launcher. These issues
are  packed  with  hilarious  interactions
and over-the-top action sequences. The
introduction of Sy Borgman (a play on
“cyborg  man”)  adds  a  sense  o f
community  and  heart  to  the  series,
showing that  Harley is  building a  new
family from scratch.

Issues #5-6: The
Kiss of the
Serpent Queen
Harley is hired to retrieve a supernatural
artifact from a corrupt casino owner in
Atlantic  City.  This  arc  introduces  the
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character  of  Poison  Ivy,  Harley’s  best
friend  and  occasional  partner-in-crime.
Their  dynamic  is  a  highlight  of  the
series—Ivy is the sarcastic, level-headed
foil  to Harley’s manic energy. The two
women work together to take down the
casino  boss,  with  Ivy  providing  plant-
based  support  while  Harley  causes
chaos.  The  arc  reinforces  Harley’s
independence; she no longer needs the
Joker, having found a true friend in Ivy.

Issues #7-8: The
Murder of the
Joker’s Daughter
A character known as “Harleen Quinzel”
(a fake Joker’s daughter)  begins killing
people and framing Harley. This forces
Harley  to  go  on  the  run  while  also
investigating  the  imposter.  The  story
plays  with  themes  of  identity  and
reputation,  as  Harley  must  clear  her
name while dealing with the fallout  of
her  past.  It  also  features  a  surprising
cameo from the Joker himself, but only in
a  brief,  menacing  scene.  The  volume
ends  on  a  cliffhanger,  setting  up  future
arcs  while  giving  readers  a  satisfying
sense of closure for this initial collection.

KEY THEMES AND
CHARACTERIZATION

Several recurring themes elevate Harley
Quinn New 52 Vol  1  beyond simple
superhero fare:

Independence

and Self-Reliance
Throughout  the  volume,  Har ley
repeatedly asserts that she is no longer
the Joker’s puppet. She makes her own
choices,  buys  her  own  property,  and
forms her  own relationships.  This  is  a
powerful narrative: a woman moving on
from  an  abusive  relationship  and
building  a  life  on  her  own  terms.

Humor as a
Coping
Mechanism
Harley’s constant wisecracks, fourth-wall
breaks,  and  absurd  antics  serve  as  a
shield  against  her  traumatic  past.  The
writers use comedy to make the violence
and  dark  moments  more  palatable,
ensuring that the story never becomes
maudlin.  Readers  laugh  along  with
Harley  even  as  she  commits  acts  of
extreme  violence,  because  she  never
loses her playful charm.

Community and
Found Family
The apartment building in Coney Island
becomes a microcosm of Harley’s new
life. Her tenants are oddballs and misfits,
but they come to care for one another.
This theme of found family is central to
the series, contrasting sharply with the
isolation of her years with the Joker.
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Breaking the
Fourth Wall
Harley frequently addresses the reader,
commenting on the story, the art,  and
even the  comic’s  lettering.  This  meta-
humor  is  a  signature  element  of  the
series  and  makes  readers  feel  like
confidants.  It  also  provides  a  self-aware
layer that separates the book from more
traditional superhero comics.

CRITICAL RECEPTION AND
IMPACT

Upon release,  Harley Quinn New 52
Vol  1  received  widespread  acclaim.
Critics praised Conner and Palmiotti for
balancing absurd comedy with genuine
character development. The series was a
commercial success, often topping sales
charts,  and  helped  transform  Harley
Quinn from a supporting character into a
true  box-office  draw  across  all  media.
The  volume’s  influence  can  be  seen  in
adaptations  like  the  Birds  of  Prey  film
and the Harley Quinn animated series,
both of which adopt a similarly irreverent
tone.  For  collectors  and  new  readers
alike, this trade paperback is considered
the  gold  standard  for  modern  Harley
stories.

WHY YOU SHOULD READ THIS
TRADE PAPERBACK

If you are new to Harley Quinn or have
only  seen  her  in  movies  or  cartoons,
Harley  Quinn New 52 Vol  1  is  the
perfect entry point. It requires no prior
knowledge  of  DC  continuity,  as  it
effectively  reboots  the  character.  The
writing is accessible, the art is gorgeous,
and  the  stories  are  self-contained
enough to enjoy without needing to read

other  titles.  For  seasoned  fans,  this
volume  offers  a  fresh  take  that  honors
Harley’s  roots  while  pushing  her  into
exciting new territory. It is a book that
can be enjoyed purely for laughs, or read
more deeply to appreciate its themes of
empowerment and resilience.

What to Expect
A standalone story that does not
require crossover reading.
Laugh-out-loud humor mixed with
brutal action.
A memorable supporting cast,
including Poison Ivy and Sy
Borgman.
Stunning, cartoony artwork by
Amanda Conner.
A satisfying conclusion that also
leaves room for the ongoing
series.

CONCLUSION: A FRESH START
FOR AN ICONIC CHARACTER

Harley Quinn New 52 Vol 1 is more
than just a comic book collection—it is a
declaration of independence for one of
DC’s most beloved characters. Amanda
Conner  and  Jimmy  Palmiotti  crafted  a
series  that  is  simultaneously  hilarious,
violent,  and heartfelt.  By giving Harley
her own home, her own friends, and her
own voice, they ensured that she would
never  again  be  defined  solely  by  her
relationship with the Joker. Whether you
are reading for the first time or revisiting
the story, this volume remains a must-
read. It captures the chaotic, endearing
essence  of  Harley  Quinn  at  her  very
best,  and  it  continues  to  influence  how
she  is  portrayed  across  all  forms  of
media. Pick up a copy, move into that
Coney Island apartment, and enjoy the
ride.


