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THE UNLIKELY UNION: EXPLORING THE ANGEL OF THE NORTH SCULPTURE ANTIQUES ROADSHOW CONNECTION

In the landscape of British cultural icons, few symbols stand as tall—both literally and metaphorically—as the Angel of the North. With its rust-
coloured, weathered steel wings spanning 54 metres and its head bowed in a silent, contemplative greeting, Antony Gormley’s masterpiece has
become a defining landmark of the North East of England. Yet, an intriguing intersection of worlds occurs when one considers the keyword "Angel Of
The  North  Sculpture  Antiques  Roadshow."  At  first  glance,  the  pairing  seems  unlikely.  One  is  a  triumph  of  contemporary  public  art,  born  from the
industrial steel of a bygone era; the other is a long-running BBC programme dedicated to the valuation and appreciation of historical artefacts and
heirlooms. However, the connection between the Angel of the North sculpture and Antiques Roadshow is richer and more profound than a mere
geographic coincidence. It speaks to themes of heritage, value, memory, and what it truly means to be an "antique" in the making.

The Colossus of Gateshead: Understanding the Angel of the
North
Before delving into its relationship with Antiques Roadshow, it is essential to understand what the Angel of the North represents. Erected in 1998, the
sculpture was not immediately embraced by everyone. Its bold, modernist form was a stark departure from the traditional monuments that often dot
the British countryside. Yet, over the past two decades, it has transcended its initial controversy to become one of the most recognised and loved
pieces of public art in the world.
The Angel is constructed from Cor-ten steel, a material deliberately chosen for its weathering properties. It does not need painting; instead, it
develops a stable, rust-like appearance over time, allowing the sculpture to age naturally and symbiotically with the environment. This is a crucial
point when considering the "antiques" aspect. The Angel is, in a very real sense, being designed to age. It is an artefact that embraces patina, the
very quality that antique collectors so often cherish in old furniture, silver, or paintings.

Symbolism: The Angel is intended to be a symbol of hope, a transition from the industrial past (the site was a former coal mine) to a digital
future, and a welcoming beacon for those travelling into the North East.
Scale: It is the largest angel sculpture in the world, weighing 200 tonnes. The wings are not flat but are angled at 3.5 degrees forward to create
a sense of embrace.
Materiality: The use of Cor-ten steel is a direct nod to the region’s shipbuilding and heavy engineering heritage. It looks like it has always been
there, rooted in the earth.

Antiques Roadshow: A Chronicle of British Lives
On the other side of this cultural equation is the Antiques Roadshow, a BBC programme that has been a Sunday night staple since 1979. The
format is deceptively simple: members of the public bring their cherished possessions—from porcelain vases and Victorian jewellery to war medals
and vintage toys—to be appraised by a team of experts. The drama lies in the revelation of value, history, and often, surprising family stories.
What makes the show so enduring is not just the monetary value of the items but the human stories attached to them. A seemingly mundane teapot
might be a rare piece of Meissen worth thousands. A dusty painting in the attic could be a lost masterpiece. The show is a living, breathing archive of
British social history. It is about recognising value where others might see only clutter, and it often prompts viewers to look at the objects around
them with fresh eyes.
When the Antiques Roadshow visits a location, it is not just about the items; it is about the place. The show has visited stately homes, cathedrals,
racecourses, and castles. Each location adds a layer of context. So, what happens when the show visits a modern steel angel?

When the Angel of the North Sculpture Antiques Roadshow
Event Took Place
The connection between the Angel of the North sculpture and Antiques Roadshow was cemented in a memorable episode filmed at the foot of the
giant structure. To see the familiar white marquees of the Roadshow pitched beneath those colossal wings was a striking visual juxtaposition. Here
was a show dedicated to the old, setting up camp at the feet of something that was, at the time, still relatively new. The event was a resounding
success, drawing huge crowds of people who brought their antiques to be valued in the shadow of what will likely become an antique itself.

The choice of venue was deliberate and genius. The Angel is a site of pilgrimage. People travel from all over the country to see it. By holding the
valuation event there, the Antiques Roadshow was not just appraising items; it was tapping into the cultural energy of the site. The experts on the
show, known for their deep knowledge of porcelain, clocks, and paintings, were suddenly framed against a backdrop of radical modern sculpture.
Several  notable  valuations  came out  of  that  specific  filming.  One of  the  most  talked-about  segments  involved a  collection  of  mining  memorabilia.
Valued against the industrial context of the Angel, these items—once the tools of a hard and dangerous trade—took on a new poignancy. The expert
was able to connect the personal history of the items to the broader industrial history of the region, a history that the Angel itself commemorates.
Another memorable piece was a set of  Arts and Crafts jewellery,  which was valued at  a significant sum. The contrast  between the delicate,  hand-
wrought silver and the massive, industrial wings of the Angel created a powerful visual metaphor for the range of human creativity.

Valuing the Future: The Angel as Tomorrow’s Antique
The most fascinating aspect of the Angel of the North Sculpture Antiques Roadshow connection is the philosophical question it raises: Is the
Angel itself an antique? In the strictest sense, no. An antique is generally defined as an object that is over 100 years old. The Angel is barely a quarter
of a century old. However, the show has always had a flexible definition of what constitutes a collectable. Items from the 1960s, 70s, and even 80s
are now regularly featured as they gain "vintage" status.
Consider the following points about the Angel of the North as a potential future antique:

Provenance: The Angel has impeccable provenance. It was created by a world-renowned artist (Sir Antony Gormley) and commissioned by1.
Gateshead Council. Its history is fully documented.
Rarity: It is unique. There is only one Angel of the North. While Gormley has created other large-scale installations (like Another Place at Crosby2.
Beach), the Angel is singular.
Condition: Being made of Cor-ten steel, it is in remarkably stable condition. Its "rust" is actually a protective layer. It requires minimal3.
maintenance, a quality any antique collector would envy.
Cultural Significance: This is the most important factor. The Angel has become a symbol of regional pride, resilience, and hope. It has been4.
referenced in films, music videos, and literature. It is a touchstone of modern British culture.

If an Antiques Roadshow expert were to appraise the Angel of the North today, its value would be incalculable in purely monetary terms. As a work of
public art, it is priceless. However, one could argue that its cultural value increases every year. In 100 years, when it truly qualifies as an antique, it
will be one of the most significant sculptures of the early 21st century. A future version of the Antiques Roadshow (should it still be running) might
well  film  a  segment  about  the  history  of  the  Angel,  treating  it  with  the  same  reverence  currently  reserved  for  a  Georgian  mahogany  table  or  a
Renaissance painting.

The Cultural Resonance of an Industrial Icon
The success of the Angel of the North Sculpture Antiques Roadshow filming slot demonstrates a deep public appetite for connecting heritage
with contemporary life. The crowd that gathered that day were not just there to have their grandmother’s vase valued; they were there to participate
in a cultural event. The Angel provided a backdrop that grounded the event in a sense of place and history.
It also highlighted a shift in what we consider "heritage." Traditionally, heritage meant things that were old, dusty, and often fragile. The Angel
represents a new kind of heritage—one that is robust, industrial, and forward-looking. It is a monument to the future as much as the past. By bringing
its caravans of experts to the site, the Antiques Roadshow implicitly gave its seal of approval to this new form of heritage. It acknowledged that
value is not just about age but about meaning.
Furthermore, the episode served to introduce the Angel to an audience that might not have been art enthusiasts. The typical viewer of the Antiques
Roadshow might be more interested in a Regency writing desk than a modernist steel sculpture. However, by seeing the two together—the delicate
antiques in the foreground and the massive Angel in the background—a dialogue was created. The show implicitly asked: What is the connection
between the craftsmanship of a 19th-century cabinet maker and the work of a 20th-century sculptor? The answer, of course, is that both are driven
by a desire to create something of lasting beauty and significance.

Conclusion: A Perfect Pairing of Past and Future
In  conclusion,  the  pairing  of  the  Angel  of  the  North  Sculpture  Antiques  Roadshow  is  far  more  than  a  quirky  one-off  event.  It  is  a  profound
commentary on how we define value, heritage, and the passage of time. The Antiques Roadshow, a programme built on the foundations of history
and craftsmanship, found a natural home at the feet of a sculpture that celebrates both the industrial past and the artistic future of Britain. The Angel,
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standing silent and rust-coloured, is a testament to the fact that great art does not need to be old to be valuable—it simply needs to speak to the
human condition. As the years pass, and as the Angel of the North continues to weather and settle into the landscape, it will undoubtedly become one
of the most coveted and celebrated "antiques" of the future. For now, we can enjoy the unique spectacle of the Angel Of The North Sculpture

Antiques Roadshow connection, a moment in television history where the very new stood proudly alongside the very old, and both were found to be
equally treasured. Whether you are a collector of fine porcelain, a lover of modern art, or simply someone who appreciates a good story, the Angel
and the Roadshow remind us that value is ultimately a matter of the heart. The rusting angel has already found its place in ours.


