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MASTERING PRETRIAL
LITIGATION: AN IN-DEPTH LOOK

AT MATTHEW BENDER FORMS OF
DISCOVERY

In the high-stakes arena of civil
litigation, the discovery phase often
determines the outcome long before a
jury ever hears a case. Attorneys spend
countless hours drafting interrogatories,
requests for production, and deposition
notices—documents that must be
precise, legally sound, and tailored to
the facts at hand. For decades, one
resource has stood as an indispensable
tool for litigators seeking efficiency and
thoroughness: Mathew Bender Forms
Of Discovery. This comprehensive set
of practice forms has helped shape
modern litigation strategy, offering a
blend of ready-to-use templates and
expert guidance.

Despite the slight variation in spelling
(the publisher’s correct name is Matthew
Bender, a part of LexisNexis), the phrase
“Mathew Bender Forms Of Discovery” is
widely recognized in legal circles.
Whether you are a seasoned trial
attorney or a newly admitted associate,
understanding what this resource offers
can significantly enhance your ability to
manage pretrial discovery. This article
explores the origins, structure, and
practical applications of these forms,
demonstrating why they remain a
cornerstone of American litigation
practice.

THE LEGACY OF MATTHEW
BENDER AND THE FORMS OF
DISCOVERY SERIES

Matthew Bender & Company, founded in
1887, established itself as a premier
legal publisher known for authoritative
treatises and practice manuals. Among
its most celebrated publications is the
multi-volume set Forms of Discovery.
The series was designed to provide
litigators with a complete library of
model discovery documents, annotated
with case law, procedural tips, and
strategic commentary. Over the years, it
has evolved alongside changes in the
Federal Rules of Civil Procedure and
state discovery rules.

The collection covers every major aspect
of pretrial fact-gathering: interrogatories,
requests for production of documents
and things, requests for admissions,
depositions upon oral examination and
written questions, and motions to
compel or protect. Each form is not
merely a blank template; it includes
alternative language for different factual
scenarios, objections, and explanations
of why certain language is effective. This
depth makes the series more than a
forms book—it is a litigation strategy
guide.

Why "Mathew
Bender Forms Of
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Discovery"
Remains a
Keyword of

Choice

Though the official name uses
“Matthew,” the misspelling “Mathew
Bender Forms Of Discovery” frequently
appears in online searches and older
catalogs. For search optimization
purposes, this variant captures users
who may have encountered the typo in
prior references. The content itself,
however, remains consistent:
authoritative, court-tested discovery
practice aids that help lawyers avoid
common pitfalls.

CONTENT AND STRUCTURE:
WHAT YOU WILL FIND INSIDE

The Forms of Discovery set is
organized into logical sections
corresponding to the typical progression
of discovery. Each volume or chapter
focuses on a specific discovery device,
and within each device, forms are
grouped by subject matter—personal
injury, contract disputes, employment
discrimination, intellectual property, and
more. Here is a representative
breakdown of the contents:

* Interrogatories: Model sets for
plaintiffs and defendants, including
special interrogatories for
damages, liability, affirmative
defenses, and expert witnesses.

¢ Requests for Production:
Comprehensive demands for
documents, electronically stored
information (ESI), and tangible

things, with language tailored to
medical records, financial
documents, contracts, and internal
communications.

* Requests for Admissions:
Statements designed to narrow
issues, from foundational facts to
authenticity of documents.

e Deposition Notices and
Subpoenas: Templates for
noticing depositions of parties,
non-parties, and corporate
representatives under Rule
30(b)(6).

e Motions and Orders: Motions to
compel discovery responses,
protective orders, and stipulations
regarding confidentiality.

* Objections and Responses:
Sample objections for privilege,
work product, overbreadth, and
undue burden, along with cover
letters and meet-and-confer
correspondence.

Each form is accompanied by “practice
pointers” written by experienced
litigators. These tips explain, for
example, why a particular interrogatory
may be overbroad, how to phrase a
request to avoid an objection, or when to
use a deposition to lock down a witness.

Integration with
Federal and
State Rules

One of the greatest strengths of
Mathew Bender Forms Of Discovery
is its attention to jurisdictional
variations. The set provides forms that
comply with the Federal Rules of Civil
Procedure, but it also includes state-
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specific versions for major litigation hubs
like California, New York, Texas, and
lllinois. The annotations frequently cite
controlling case law that interprets
discovery rules, helping the drafter
anticipate challenges.

BENEFITS FOR LEGAL
PROFESSIONALS

follow best practices.

5. Up-to-Date Content: The
publisher regularly updates the set
to reflect changes in rules,
technology (e.g., e-discovery
guidelines), and case law. This
keeps practitioners current without
constant individual research.

Why do law firms invest in a resource
that is now available in both print and
digital formats? The advantages are
tangible:

1. Time Efficiency: Drafting
discovery from scratch is time-
consuming. With a library of
proven forms, an attorney can
adapt a template in minutes rather
than hours. This is especially
valuable during high-volume
litigation or when facing tight court
deadlines.

2. Reduced Risk of Waiver:
Discovery mistakes can be costly.
Failing to propound a key
interrogatory, using ambiguous
language, or neglecting to object
with specificity can waive rights.
The forms are vetted to minimize
such risks.

3. Strategic Insight: The
commentary explains not just what
to ask, but why to ask it. This
strategic layer helps newer
litigators learn the art of
discovery—how to pressure the
opposition, identify weak points,
and build a record for summary
judgment.

4. Consistency and
Professionalism: Using uniform,
well-written forms presents a
polished image to opposing
counsel and the court. It also
ensures that all members of a firm

HOW TO USE MATHEW BENDER
FORMS OF DISCOVERY
EFFECTIVELY

Simply copying a form verbatim is rarely
the best approach. The true value lies in
customization. Here are practical
recommendations for maximizing the
resource:

¢ Read the Commentary First:
Before selecting a form, review the
practice pointers. They often
highlight pitfalls specific to your
type of case.

e Tailor to Facts: Replace generic
language with specific
details—names, dates, contract
clauses, or expert reports. The
form serves as a skeleton; you add
the flesh.

e Combine with E-Discovery
Protocols: For cases involving
large volumes of ESI, use the
requests for production as a
starting point, then layer on search
terms, custodians, and format
specifications. The set includes
guidance on proportionality.

e Use Objections Strategically:
The sample objections are not
meant to be copied wholesale.
Evaluate each response you
receive and determine if an
objection is warranted. The forms
can help you articulate grounds
such as attorney-client privilege or



work product doctrine with
precision.

e Check Local Rules: Even if the
form is state-specific, always verify
local formatting
requirements—font size, page
limits, electronic filing
specifications. Adapt accordingly.

COMPARATIVE ANALYSIS: OTHER
DISCOVERY RESOURCES

While Mathew Bender Forms Of
Discovery is a gold standard, other
products exist. The Westlaw form sets,
for example, offer a similar scope, often
integrated with the West Key Number
System. Some practitioners rely on
treatises like Moore’s Federal Practice
for discovery forms, or on jurisdiction-
specific form books. The Matthew
Bender set distinguishes itself through
its exhaustive annotation and practical
emphasis—it is written for the trenches,
not the ivory tower. Many litigation
support software platforms also include
form generators, but they lack the
explanatory depth that helps attorneys
make informed choices.

For solo practitioners and small firms,
the cost of a full set may be a concern.
However, many libraries offer access
through LexisNexis Digital Library, and
individual volumes can be purchased as
needed. The return on investment is
clear when measured against the time
saved and the quality improvement in
discovery practice.

EVOLUTION IN THE DIGITAL ERA

As with most legal reference materials,
the Forms of Discovery series has
transitioned from bulky print volumes to

online platforms. The digital version on
LexisNexis allows users to search by
keyword, copy and paste forms directly
into word processors, and access
hyperlinked case citations. The online
edition also includes updates as soon as
rule changes are enacted, rather than
waiting for a new print supplement. This
agility is critical in an era where e-
discovery rules continue to evolve.

Additionally, some firms integrate the
forms with document assembly software,
using the templates as the backbone for
automated discovery workflows. This
reduces redundancy even further,
especially in high-volume practice areas
like debt collection or insurance defense.

CONCLUSION

Mathew Bender Forms Of Discovery
represents more than a collection of
templates—it is a mentor in print and
digital form. For litigators who
understand that thorough discovery
often wins cases, this resource provides
the structure, strategy, and legal
authority needed to navigate the pretrial
process with confidence. Whether you
are drafting your first set of
interrogatories or your hundredth motion
to compel, the series offers reliable
guidance that has stood the test of time.
By combining the forms with sound
judgment and case-specific
customization, any attorney can raise
the caliber of their discovery practice
and, ultimately, their representation of
the client.

In a field where precision and
preparation are paramount, having a
trusted reference like Forms of Discovery
is not just helpful—it is essential.
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