La Oculta Hector Abad Faciolince 1

La Oculta Hector
Abad Faciolince

Downloaded from
everybodystreet.com
by Johnson &
Tyler

La Oculta
Hector Abad
Faciolince

UNEARTHING
MEMORY: A DEEP
DIVE INTO LA
OCULTA BY
HECTOR ABAD
FACIOLINCE

In the vast landscape
of contemporary Latin
American literature,
few novels manage to
capture the intricate
relationship between
personal history and
national trauma as
poignantly as La
Oculta by Héctor Abad
Faciolince. Published in
2014, this novel is far
more than a simple
family saga. It is a

lyrical meditation on
memory, loss, and the
profound significance
of place. For readers
seeking a narrative
that is both deeply
intimate and broadly
historical,

understanding La
Oculta Hector Abad
Faciolince crafted is
an essential journey
into the heart of
Colombia’s complex
social fabric. This
article will explore the
novel's plot, its rich
thematic layers, its
uniqgue narrative
structure, and its place
within the author’s
wider body of work,
providing a
comprehensive guide


https://everybodystreet.com/

for both new readers
and seasoned literary
enthusiasts.

THE HEART OF THE
STORY: THE ANGEL
FAMILY AND THEIR
SANCTUARY

At its core, La Oculta
tells the story of the
Angel family through
the lens of their
beloved country
estate, also named La
Oculta. Hidden in the
lush mountains of
Antioquia, Colombia,
this farm represents a
paradise lost—a
sanctuary of peace,
natural beauty, and
family unity that
stands in stark contrast
to the violence and
upheaval that plague
the nation.

The narrative revolves
around three siblings:
Eva, Antonio, and Pilar
Angel. After the death
of their parents, they

inherit La Oculta. The
novel is structured as a
series of confessions,
memories, and letters,
primarily from Eva’s
perspective as she
grapples with a
terminal illness while
living abroad in Spain.
From her foreign
vantage point, she
remembers the magic
of her childhood home,
the family secrets, and
the slow, painful
deterioration of the
world she loves.

The story is not told in
a linear fashion.
Instead, it ebbs and
flows like memory
itself. Eva recounts the
history of her family,
going back to her
grandparents and
great-grandparents,
showing how the land
itself holds the stories
of generations. The
reader learns about the
founding of the estate,
the family's struggles
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during Colombia's
periods of political
violence (La Violencia),
and the more recent
threats from
paramilitary groups
and drug cartels. The
land, La Oculta,
becomes a character in
its own right—a
witness to joy, tragedy,
and the relentless
march of time.

NARRATIVE
ARCHITECTURE:
THE POWER OF
MULTIPLE VOICES

One of the most
striking features of La
Oculta Hector Abad
Faciolince wrote is its
sophisticated narrative
structure. Abad
Faciolince masterfully
uses multiple voices
and formats to build a
complete picture of the
family's history.

¢ First-Person
Confession

(Eva): The
dominant voice is
that of Eva
Angel, who is
writing a memoir
for her children.
Her sections are
intimate,
emotional, and
deeply reflective.
She is the keeper
of the family
flame, the one
who feels the
loss of La Oculta
most acutely.
Her voice is filled
with nostalgia,
pain, and a fierce
love for her
heritage.
Third-Person
Narration
(Antonio):
Antonio’s
sections are
written in the
third person but
are clearly from
his point of view.
He provides a
more pragmatic,



scientific
counterpoint to
Eva’s
emotionalism. As
an engineer, he
sees the land in
terms of its
potential and its
problems. His
perspective is
crucial for
understanding
the practical
threats to the
family farm.
Epistolary
Elements (Pilar
and Others):
Pilar’'s voice
comes through in
letters and
shorter
memories. She
represents the
urban, modern
wing of the
family, less
attached to the
land itself but
still bound by
blood. This multi-
voiced approach

prevents the
novel from
becoming a
single,
sentimental
monologue. It
allows the reader
to see the same
events from
different angles,
creating a rich,
three-
dimensional
portrait of a
family in crisis.

The
Significan
ce of the
Timeline

The novel also jumps
backward and forward
in time. This non-linear

timeline is not a
gimmick; it is a
thematic necessity.

Memory does not
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operate
chronologically. Eva,
facing her own

mortality, does not
recall her life in a
straight line. She is
pulled back to key
moments: a childhood
game in the river, the
sound of her father's
laughter, the terrifying
night armed men came
to the farm. By
structuring the novel
this way, Abad
Faciolince mirrors the
actual process of
remembering and
grieving. The past is
never truly past; it
lives alongside the
present, constantly
shaping and reshaping
our understanding of
who we are.

CORE THEMES:
LAND, VIOLENCE,
AND THE
FRAGILITY OF
PARADISE

La Oculta is a novel

rich with thematic
depth. While it is a
story about one family,
it speaks to universal
human concerns about
home, identity, and
mortality.

The Land
as
ldentity

The most dominant
theme is the
connection between
identity and the land.
For Eva, La Oculta is
not just a farm; it is the
physical embodiment
of her family's history,
values, and soul. It is a
place of refuge from a
chaotic world. The
detailed descriptions of
the flora and
fauna—the ceiba trees,
the river, the coffee
plants—are not mere
scene-setting. They are



a form of reverence.
Losing the land is not

just a financial
disaster; it is an
ontological one. It

represents a severing
of the self from its
deepest roots. Abad
Faciolince explores this
tension between the
pastoral ideal and the
harsh realities of the
modern world. The
family must decide
whether to sell the
farm or fight to keep it,
a dilemma that forces
them to confront what
they truly value.

The
Scourge
of
Violence

No novel set in modern
Colombia can ignore
the shadow of violence,

and La Oculta
confronts it head-on.
The Angel family is not
directly involved in the
drug trade or guerrilla
warfare, but they are
not immune to its
consequences. The
novel shows how the
political and criminal
violence of Colombia
seeps into the private
lives of its citizens.
Armed groups demand
money or land.
Kidnappings and
murders touch friends
and neighbors. The
family lives in a state
of constant, low-level
fear. This violence is
not sensationalized; it
is presented as a
corrosive force that
slowly erodes the
peace and beauty of
La Oculta. The estate,
which was once a
haven, becomes a
burden and a target.
The novel powerfully
illustrates how the
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private sanctuary is
always vulnerable to
the public turmoil of
the nation.

Memory,
Loss, and
Storytelli

ng

As Eva faces her own
death, the act of
remembering becomes
an act of defiance. She
is writing to preserve
what is being lost. La
Oculta Hector Abad
Faciolince created is
fundamentally a book
about the power of
stories to combat
oblivion. The family’s
history is told and
retold, reshaped by
each generation. The
novel asks: What do we
leave behind? Is it the
land itself, or the

stories we tell about it?
For Eva, the story is
the ultimate
inheritance. While the
physical farm may be
sold or taken, the
memory of it, captured
in her words, becomes
a different kind of
home—one that can
never be taken away.
This theme gives the
novel a bittersweet but
ultimately affirming
power. Loss is
inevitable, but the act
of witnessing and
recording is a form of
triumph.

HECTOR ABAD
FACIOLINCE: THE
AUTHOR AND HIS
CONTEXT

To fully appreciate La
Oculta, it is helpful to
understand its author.
Héctor Abad Faciolince
is one of Colombia's
most important
contemporary writers.
He is also the son of



Héctor Abad Gomez, a
renowned doctor and
human rights activist
who was murdered by
paramilitaries in 1987.
This personal tragedy
has deeply influenced
Abad Faciolince’s work.

His most famous book
before La Oculta was
Oblivion: A Memoir
(2006), a non-fiction
account of his father's
life and death and the
impact of violence on
his family. That book is
a direct, painful
examination of loss. La
Oculta can be seen as
a fictional companion
to that memoir. While
the characters are
invented, the
emotional landscape is
deeply familiar. The
novel explores similar
themes of family,
violence, and the
struggle to preserve
dignity in the face of
horror. However, La
Oculta expands the

scope to include a
multi-generational
saga and a profound
meditation on the
meaning of home.

Place in
Colombia
n
Literature

Abad Faciolince
belongs to a
generation of

Colombian writers who
have sought to move
beyond the shadow of
Gabriel Garcia Marquez
and magical realism.
While La Oculta has a
lyrical beauty, it is
grounded in a more
stark, realistic style. It
is a novel about the
20th and 21st
centuries, dealing with
issues of urbanization,
drug violence, and
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forced displacement. It
shares thematic
concerns with writers
like Juan Gabriel
Vasquez (The Sound of
Things Falling) and
Laura Restrepo, who
also examine
Colombia's history of
violence through
intimate family stories.
La Oculta is a
powerful example of
how contemporary
Colombian fiction uses
the personal to
illuminate the political.

WHY LA OCULTA
MATTERS: A GUIDE
FOR READERS

For someone coming to
La Oculta Hector
Abad Faciolince
wrote for the first time,
here are a few key
points to keep in mind
to enhance the reading
experience:

1. Embrace the
Nonlinear

Structure: Do
not try to force
the story into a
strict
chronological
order. Let the
narrative flow as
it comes. Think
of it like listening
to an elderly
relative tell
stories; the
connections are
emotional, not
always logical.

. Pay Attention

to the
Descriptions:
The land is a
character. The
detailed
descriptions of
tropical nature
are not filler.
They are
expressions of
love and loss.
Read them
slowly and
visualize the
world of La
Oculta.



3. Track the

Siblings: Each
sibling
represents a
different
relationship to
the past. Eva is
the guardian.
Antonio is the
executor. Pilar is
the escapee.
Their different
voices create a
rich dialogue
about what to do
with their
inheritance.

. Recognize the

Real-World
Context: The
novel is fiction,
but it is deeply
rooted in the real
history of
Colombia. The
threats from
guerrillas and
paramilitaries
are not
abstractions.
Understanding
this context adds

10

a layer of
urgency and
tragedy to the
story.

Critical
Reception
and
Internatio
nal
Impact

Upon its release, La
Oculta was widely
praised by critics for its
lyrical prose and its
nuanced handling of
difficult themes. The
novel was a finalist for
several prestigious
awards and was
translated into multiple
languages, including
English. It has been
particularly well-
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received by readers
who appreciate literary

fiction that blends
family drama with
social commentary.

The English translation
by Anne McLean
received positive
reviews, with critics
noting the beauty of
Abad Faciolince's prose
and the universality of
its themes. The novel
has found a readership
far beyond Colombia,
resonating with anyone
who has experienced
the loss of a beloved
home or has grappled
with the weight of
family history.

CONCLUSION: A
TESTAMENT TO
WHAT ENDURES

La Oculta by Héctor
Abad Faciolince is a
masterful work of
contemporary

literature. It is a novel
of exquisite beauty and
profound sadness, a
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hymn to a lost paradise
and a meditation on
the things that truly
endure: family,
memory, and the
stories we tell. For
readers looking to
understand the
emotional core of
Colombia's recent
history, or simply to
experience a deeply
moving family saga,
this novel is an
essential read. It
reminds us that while
the physical places we
love can be taken from
us, the "hidden place"
within our hearts—the
La Oculta of our own
memories—remains a
sanctuary. Through the
act of writing, Abad
Faciolince has ensured
that his fictional estate,
and the family who
loved it, will never be
forgotten. It is a quiet,
powerful, and
unforgettable

testament to the
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resilience of the human spirit in the face of
loss.
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