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UNLOCKING THE
CONSTITUTION: A
GUIDE TO THE AP
GOV SCAVENGER
HUNT AND
ANSWER KEY

The  United  States
Constitution  is  the
bedrock  of  American
government,  a  living
document  that  has
guided  the  nation  for
over two centuries. For
students  enrolled  in
Advanced  Placement
(AP)  Government  and
Politics, mastering this
d o c u m e n t  i s  n o t

merely  an  academic
requirement;  it  is  a
foundat ional  step
toward  understanding
the intricate machinery
of the federal  system.
O n e  o f  t h e  m o s t
effective  and  engaging
tools  that  teachers
employ to achieve this
m a s t e r y  i s  t h e
Constitution Scavenger
Hunt.  This  exercise
t r a n s f o r m s  a
potentially  daunting
document  in to  an
interactive  puzzle,
compelling students to
navigate  its  articles,
sections,  and  clauses
to  find  specific
i n f o r m a t i o n .  F o r
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students and educators
a l i k e ,  t h e
C o n s t i t u t i o n
Scavenger  Hunt
Answer Key Ap Gov
represents  more  than
just  a  list  of  correct
responses—it  i s  a
r o a d m a p  t o
constitutional  literacy.
This article provides a
c o m p r e h e n s i v e
explorat ion  of  the
scavenger  hunt,  its
p u r p o s e ,  a n d  a
detailed  guide  to  the
types of questions you
will encounter, helping
you  not  just  find  the
a n s w e r s ,  b u t
u n d e r s t a n d  t h e
c o n s t i t u t i o n a l
principles they reveal.

WHAT IS A
CONSTITUTION
SCAVENGER HUNT
IN AP GOV?

A  C o n s t i t u t i o n
Scavenger  Hunt  is  a
structured  exercise
designed to familiarize

students with the text
of the U.S. Constitution
and the Bill  of  Rights.
Unlike  a  traditional
lecture  or  reading
a s s i g n m e n t ,  t h e
s c a v e n g e r  h u n t
r e q u i r e s  a c t i v e
engagement.  Students
are  g iven  a  l i s t  o f
questions—often  20,
3 0 ,  o r  e v e n  5 0
items—that  ask  them
to  locate  specific
information  directly
within  the  document.
This  method  forces
students  to  physically
(or  d ig i ta l ly)  turn
pages, read the actual
l a n g u a g e  o f  t h e
founding  document,
a n d  i n t e r p r e t  i t s
m e a n i n g .  T h e
C o n s t i t u t i o n
Scavenger  Hunt
Answer Key Ap Gov
is  the  tool  that  verifies
this work, but its value
lies  in  confirming  that
s t u d e n t s  h a v e
developed  a  working
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familiarity  with  the
Constitution’s structure
and content.
T h e  e x e r c i s e  i s
particularly vital for AP
Government  because
the  AP  exam  heavily
emphasizes  document
analysis.  Students
must  be  able  to  cite
specific  constitutional
provisions  to  support
their arguments on the
F r e e  R e s p o n s e
Questions  (FRQs).  A
w e l l - e x e c u t e d
scavenger  hunt  builds
th is  sk i l l  f rom  the
ground  up.  It  moves
beyond  memorization;
it  cultivates  a  spatial
awareness  o f  the
document,  teaching
students  where  to  find
t h e  r u l e s  f o r
impeachment,  the
qualifications  for  the
presidency,  or  the
limits on state powers.

Why
Teachers
Use the
Scavenge
r Hunt
Teachers  assign  this
activity  for  several
compelling  reasons.
F i rs t ,  i t  promotes
a c t i v e  l e a r n i n g .
R e a d i n g  t h e
Constitution can be dry
and  abst rac t ;  the
scavenger hunt makes
it  a competitive,  goal-
oriented task.  Second,
it builds confidence. By
successfully  locating
a n s w e r s
i n d e p e n d e n t l y ,
students  realize  that
the Constitution is not
an  inaccessible  relic
b u t  a  r e a d a b l e ,
functional  rulebook.
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Third,  it  provides  a
baseline of knowledge.
Before  div ing  into
complex  topics  like
f e d e r a l i s m  o r
separation  of  powers,
the instructor can use
the  Constitution
Scavenger  Hunt
Answer Key Ap Gov
to  ensure  that  every
student  knows  the
basic  constitutional
facts .  This  shared
foundation  allows  the
class  to  engage  in
h i g h e r - o r d e r
discussions  about
interpretation,  history,
and  contemporary
application.
For  se l f - s tudy ing
students,  the  answer
key  is  an  excellent
diagnostic  tool.  If  you
cons is tent ly  miss
questions  about  the
powers of Congress, for
example,  you  know
that  Article  I  requires
your focused attention.
It transforms the study

process  from  passive
reading into an active,
t a r g e t e d  r e v i e w
session.

ESSENTIAL
COMPONENTS OF
THE SCAVENGER
HUNT

While  specific
quest ions  vary  by
t e a c h e r ,  e v e r y
c o m p r e h e n s i v e
scavenger hunt covers
several  core  areas  of
the  Constitution.  A
h i g h - q u a l i t y
C o n s t i t u t i o n
Scavenger  Hunt
Answer Key Ap Gov
will  systematically
address  these  five  key
domains:

1. The
Preamble
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and the
Structure
of
Governm

ent
The  Preamble  sets
forth  the  six  goals  of
the  Constitution,  but
the  scavenger  hunt
often  focuses  on  the
structural framework of
the  three  branches.
Q u e s t i o n s  h e r e
e s t a b l i s h  t h e
foundational  principle
o f  s e p a r a t i o n  o f
powers. Typical queries
include:

Question:
Which article
establishes the
legislative
branch?
Answer: Article

I.
Question: What
are the formal
qualifications to
be President of
the United
States?
Answer: The
President must
be a natural-born
citizen, at least
35 years old, and
have been a
resident of the
United States for
14 years (Article
II, Section 1,
Clause 5).
Question:
Which article
outlines the
powers of the
judicial branch?
Answer: Article
III.

2. The
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Powers of
Congress

(Article I)
Article I is the longest
and  most  detai led
article.  The  scavenger
hunt  wi l l  dedicate
significant  space  to
these  18  enumerated
powers. Understanding
the scope of legislative
authority is  critical  for
AP  Gov.  Key  answer
key items include:

Question: What
is the "Necessary
and Proper
Clause," and
where is it
located?
Answer: Also
known as the
Elastic Clause, it
is found in Article
I, Section 8,
Clause 18. It
grants Congress

the power to
make all laws
which shall be
necessary and
proper for
carrying into
execution the
foregoing
powers.
Question: Who
has the power to
declare war?
Answer:
Congress (Article
I, Section 8,
Clause 11).
Question: What
is the
"Commerce
Clause"?
Answer: It is
found in Article I,
Section 8, Clause
3, giving
Congress the
power to
regulate
commerce with
foreign nations,
and among the
several states,
and with the
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Indian tribes.

3. The
Executive
Branch
(Article II)
This  section  of  the
s c a v e n g e r  h u n t
clarifies  the  powers
a n d  l i m i t s  o f  t h e
p r e s i d e n c y .  T h e
C o n s t i t u t i o n
Scavenger  Hunt
Answer Key Ap Gov
for  this  section  often
highlights  the  checks
and balances between
the  execut ive  and
legislative branches.

Question: What
is the process for
impeaching and
removing a
President?
Answer: The
House of

Representatives
has the sole
power of
impeachment
(Article I, Section
2, Clause 5). The
Senate has the
sole power to try
all
impeachments
(Article I, Section
3, Clause 6). A
two-thirds vote in
the Senate is
required for
conviction and
removal.
Question: What
is the Oath of
Office for the
President?
Answer: "I do
solemnly swear
(or affirm) that I
will faithfully
execute the
Office of
President of the
United States,
and will to the
best of my
Ability, preserve,
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protect and
defend the
Constitution of
the United
States" (Article II,
Section 1, Clause
8).
Question: What
powers does the
President have
as Commander in
Chief?
Answer: The
President is the
Commander in
Chief of the Army
and Navy of the
United States,
and of the Militia
of the several
States, when
called into the
actual Service of
the United States
(Article II,
Section 2, Clause
1).

4. The
Judicial
Branch
and the
Suprema
cy Clause
(Articles
III and VI)
S t u d e n t s  m u s t
u n d e r s t a n d  t h e
function of the federal
courts and the ultimate
a u t h o r i t y  o f  t h e
Constitution.

Question: What
is the jurisdiction
of the Supreme
Court?
Answer: The
judicial Power
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shall extend to
all Cases, in Law
and Equity,
arising under this
Constitution, the
Laws of the
United States,
and Treaties
made under their
Authority (Article
III, Section 2).
The Court has
original
jurisdiction in
cases affecting
Ambassadors,
other public
Ministers and
Consuls, and
those in which a
State shall be a
Party. In all other
cases, it has
appellate
jurisdiction.
Question: What
is the
"Supremacy
Clause"?
Answer: Found
in Article VI,
Clause 2, it

establishes that
the Constitution,
federal laws
made pursuant
to it, and treaties
are the supreme
law of the land,
binding all state
judges
notwithstanding
state
constitutions or
laws.

5. The Bill
of Rights
and The
Amendm
ent
Process
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(Articles
V and
Amendm
ents

1-10)
No AP  Gov  scavenger
h u n t  i s  c o m p l e t e
without  a  deep  dive
into  the  first  ten
amendments .  The
C o n s t i t u t i o n
Scavenger  Hunt
Answer Key Ap Gov
must clearly  articulate
the specific protections
of each amendment.

Question:
Which
amendment
protects against
unreasonable
searches and
seizures?
Answer: The

Fourth
Amendment.
Question:
Which
amendment
guarantees the
right to bear
arms?
Answer: The
Second
Amendment.
Question:
Which
amendment
prohibits cruel
and unusual
punishment?
Answer: The
Eighth
Amendment.
Question: What
is the formal
process for
amending the
Constitution?
Answer: An
amendment can
be proposed by a
two-thirds vote
of both houses of
Congress or by a
national
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convention called
by two-thirds of
the state
legislatures. It
must then be
ratified by three-
fourths of the
state legislatures
or by
conventions in
three-fourths of
the states
(Article V).

HOW TO USE THE
ANSWER KEY
EFFECTIVELY

Having  access  to  a
C o n s t i t u t i o n
Scavenger  Hunt
Answer Key Ap Gov
is  a  privilege,  not  a
shortcut .  Us ing  i t
incorrectly—by  simply
c o p y i n g  a n s w e r s
without looking at  the
document—defeats the
entire  purpose  of  the
exercise.  To  maximize
learning,  follow  this
three-step  process:

Attempt First:1.
Always try to find
the answer on
your own first.
Use the table of
contents in your
textbook or a
digital version of
the Constitution.
The struggle to
find a specific
phrase is a
powerful memory
aid.
Verify, Don't2.
Copy: When you
use the answer
key, read the
answer and then
go back to the
actual
Constitution to
read it in its
original context.
Surrounding text
often provides
important
context that the
answer key may
not include.
Analyze the3.
"Why": For
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every answer
you find, ask
yourself: "Why
was this clause
included?" or
"How does this
power check
another branch?"
This moves you
from factual
recall to
conceptual
understanding,
which is exactly
what the AP
exam rewards.

COMMON PITFALLS
FOR AP GOV
STUDENTS

Even  with  a  reliable
C o n s t i t u t i o n
Scavenger  Hunt
Answer Key Ap Gov,
students  often  make
mistakes. Being aware
of  these  pitfalls  can
improve your accuracy
and your grade.

Ignoring the
Specific

Language:
Students often
paraphrase
instead of
quoting directly.
The correct
answer is often a
direct quote from
the Constitution.
For example, the
age requirement
for the House is
25, not "mid-
twenties."
Confusing
Articles: A
common error is
mixing up Article
I (Legislative)
and Article II
(Executive). The
answer key will
clarify this, but
consistently
mislabeling them
indicates a need
to review the
structure of the
document.
Missing the
27th
Amendment:
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Many students
forget the most
recent
amendment
regarding
congressional
pay raises. A
comprehensive
scavenger hunt
will include this,
and a good
answer key will
have it listed in
the amendments
section.
Overlooking
"Exceptions":
The Constitution
contains specific
exceptions (e.g.,
the suspension of
habeas corpus in
cases of rebellion
or invasion). The
scavenger hunt
often tests these
nuances.

SEMANTIC
KEYWORDS FOR
COMPREHENSIVE

REVIEW

To optimize your study
session,  integrate
these  related  terms
into your review. These
are  the  concepts  that
the  Constitution
Scavenger  Hunt
Answer Key Ap Gov
implicitly tests:

Separation of
Powers
Checks and
Balances
Federalism
Enumerated vs.
Implied Powers
Original vs.
Appellate
Jurisdiction
Due Process
Clause (5th and
14th
Amendments)
Equal Protection
Clause (14th
Amendment)
Establishment
Clause (1st
Amendment)
Free Exercise
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Clause (1st
Amendment)
Habeas Corpus
(Article I, Section
9)
Bills of Attainder
(Article I,
Sections 9 and
10)
Ex Post Facto
Laws (Article I,
Sections 9 and
10)

BUILDING YOUR
OWN SCAVENGER
HUNT FOR REVIEW

One of  the best  ways
to  prepare  for  the  AP
exam is to create your
own  scavenger  hunt
a n d  t h e n  u s e  t h e
official  Constitution
Scavenger  Hunt
Answer Key Ap Gov
to  check  your  work.
T h i s  r e v e r s e
engineering  technique
forces you to think like
a  test  maker.  Identify
the  most  important
c l a u s e s — t h e
Commerce Clause, the
Necessary  and  Proper
Clause, the Suprem


