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For decades, the question of whether humanity has been visited by extraterrestrial beings has
hovered at the edges of official discourse. Few authors have done more to bring that question into
the mainstream than Timothy Good, a British researcher whose seminal work Above Top Secret
remains a cornerstone of ufology. First published in 1987, the book painstakingly documents what
Good argues is a sustained government cover-up of UFO evidence. But to understand the book’s
impact, one must first understand its author. Timothy Good is not a sensationalist tabloid writer; he
is a classically trained musician, a former paratrooper with the British Army, and a researcher who
has spent more than fifty years gathering testimony from military officers, intelligence insiders, and
retired officials. His method is meticulous, his tone measured, and his evidence — drawn from
declassified documents and firsthand accounts — often startling. Timothy Good Above Top
Secret is not merely a book; it is an invitation to reconsider everything we think we know about the
skies above and the secrets governments keep.

The Genesis of “Above Top Secret”

Timothy Good’s journey into the UFO field began in the 1960s, but it was the Freedom of Information
Act (FOIA) in the United States that provided the raw material for his magnum opus. Good spent
years sifting through declassified CIA, FBI, Air Force, and Navy files — documents that had been
stamped with classifications far beyond “Top Secret.” The title Above Top Secret itself refers to
the compartmentalized security clearances — such as “Eyes Only” and “SCI” (Sensitive
Compartmented Information) — that, in Good’s view, have been used to keep UFO-related data
hidden from the public and even from most government officials.

The book was an immediate sensation. It became a Sunday Times bestseller and was later updated
in multiple editions, each incorporating new leaks, whistleblower testimonies, and archival
discoveries. What sets it apart from countless other UFO titles is its reliance on official
documentation rather than anecdote alone. Good presents photocopies of memos, radar readouts,
and eyewitness statements from military pilots and air traffic controllers, all of which point toward a
consistent pattern: unidentified objects that defy conventional explanation have been tracked by
radar, visually confirmed by trained observers, and then buried under layers of secrecy.

Key Evidence Presented in the Book

While Above Top Secret covers a vast territory, several cases stand out for their compelling nature
and the level of corroboration. Good dedicates significant attention to the 1980 Rendlesham Forest
Incident, often called “Britain’s Roswell.” He interviewed witnesses such as Colonel Charles Halt, the
deputy base commander at RAF Woodbridge, who reported seeing a triangular craft with glowing
lights land in the forest. Good also obtained declassified Ministry of Defence files that showed a
pattern of official dismissals that did not match the witnesses’ testimonies.

Another focal point is the 1952 Washington, D.C. radar incidents, where multiple UFOs were tracked
over the Capitol for several consecutive weekends. The Air Force initially held a press conference
admitting the objects were unidentified, then quickly walked back the statement. Good reproduces
the original radar tapes and press coverage to demonstrate how the narrative was manipulated. He
also examines the 1976 Tehran UFO Incident, in which two F-4 Phantom jets scrambled to intercept
a bright object that disabled their weapons systems and communication. Both pilots reported losing
control of their instruments, and Good’s interviews with one of them provide a chilling firsthand
account.

The book does not limit itself to military encounters. Good explores civilian sightings with multiple
witnesses, such as the 1973 “Woodbridge” case in Australia and the 1967 Falcon Lake Incident in
Canada. In each instance, he cross-references police reports, radar data, and medical records to
build a case that stands on more than faith alone.

Government Cover-Ups and Secret Groups

Central to Timothy Good Above Top Secret is the claim that a small, unaccountable group within
the American and British governments has managed UFO secrets for decades. Good names this
group the “Agency” or “Committee” — possibly tied to the National Security Agency (NSA), the
Defense Intelligence Agency (DIA), or even an offshoot of MJ-12 (the alleged secret committee
formed in 1947 to handle UFO matters). He presents memos that suggest UFO technology was
considered a matter of “national security” not because it posed a threat, but because it offered a
potential technological goldmine that could not be shared with the public or even with allies.

Good also examines the UK’'s own secrecy apparatus. He reveals that the Ministry of Defence’s
“DI55” division (later known as the UFO Desk) often refused to release documents on the grounds of
“national security” even when the content had nothing to do with weapons or military operations.
One of the most explosive claims in the book is that the British government, under a secret
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agreement with the United States, agreed to suppress UFO evidence in exchange for access to
advanced technology. While Good does not provide a single “smoking gun,” he piles up enough
circumstantial evidence — declassified cables, ministerial briefings, and internal memos — to make
the argument plausible.

The Debate Over Credibility

No work of ufology escapes criticism, and Above Top Secret has had its share. Skeptics point out
that some of Good’s sources, such as retired Colonel Philip Corso (who claimed to have handled
alien technology) have been accused of fabricating stories. Others note that certain documents
Good cites — like the “Mirage Men” disinformation files — may themselves have been planted by
intelligence agencies to confuse researchers. Good addresses these issues in later editions,
acknowledging that the field is riddled with secondhand accounts and possible hoaxes. However, he
maintains that the sheer volume of consistent, cross-corroborated testimony from high-ranking
military and intelligence personnel cannot be dismissed as mere coincidence or fantasy.

Mainstream scientists have largely ignored the book, but that has not diminished its influence. Many
in the post-2017 era of renewed UFO interest (now called UAP, or Unidentified Aerial Phenomena)
point to Timothy Good Above Top Secret as a precursor to the current Pentagon disclosures.
Indeed, the 2021 release of the UAP Task Force report validated several historical patterns that
Good described: radar captures of objects performing maneuvers beyond known physics, pilots who
were ordered not to report sightings, and official resistance to congressional oversight.

Why “Above Top Secret” Still Matters
Today

Nearly four decades after its first publication, Above Top Secret remains a vital resource. In the
age of internet hoaxes and viral misinformation, Good’s insistence on documentary evidence
provides a refreshing anchor. The book is often cited by current UAP researchers like Luis Elizondo
and Chris Mellon, who have echoed Good'’s call for transparency. Moreover, the passage of time has
only increased the relevance of Good’s recommendations: he argued for scientific inquiry into the
phenomenon, for the establishment of a civilian oversight board, and for the release of all remaining
classified UFO files. These are exactly the recommendations that now appear in congressional
briefings.

Timothy Good himself continues to update his work. In 2021, he released a new edition of Above
Top Secret with additional chapters covering the Nimitz encounter (2004) and other modern UAP
incidents. He has also published other books, such as Unearthly Disclosure and Need to Know, but
Timothy Good Above Top Secret remains his definitive statement — a monument to decades of
relentless research, and a challenge to any reader who believes that the truth has already been told.

Conclusion: A Legacy of Questions

In the end, Timothy Good Above Top Secret is not a book that provides easy answers. It is a book
that asks uncomfortable questions — about power, about secrecy, and about humanity’s place in a
universe that may be far more populated than we dare to imagine. Good does not claim to have
proven that aliens are visiting Earth, but he makes a formidable case that something extraordinary
has been happening in our skies, and that our governments have made extraordinary efforts to keep
it hidden. Whether you are a longtime skeptic, a curious newcomer, or a seasoned researcher, this
book offers a deep, well-documented dive into the most persistent mystery of the modern age. The
files may still be classified, but Above Top Secret gives us the next best thing: a clear, compelling
map of the terrain.
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