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YOUR ESSENTIAL NEW MEMBER GUIDE TO COPART: UNLOCKING VEHICLE AUCTIONS

If you have ever dreamed of scoring a great deal on a used car, a classic project vehicle, or even a late-model SUV, you have likely heard of Copart.
As one of the world’s leading online vehicle auction platforms, Copart connects buyers with millions of vehicles—from damaged cars and trucks to
clean-title fleet vehicles and luxury imports. However, for someone who has never participated in a salvage auction before, the process can feel a bit
overwhelming. This comprehensive new member guide to Copart is designed to walk you through everything you need to know, from creating your
account to driving your winning bid home. Whether you are a seasoned mechanic, a first-time flipper, or someone looking for an affordable personal
vehicle, this guide will help you navigate the auction floor with confidence.

WHAT EXACTLY IS COPART?

Copart is a global online vehicle auction company that was founded in 1982. It operates in more than 200 locations across 11 countries. The platform
is best known for selling vehicles that have been declared total losses by insurance companies, as well as donated vehicles, fleet vehicles, and even
repossessed cars. While many people associate Copart with salvage-title vehicles, the reality is that the auction also offers a significant number of
clean-title cars, trucks, motorcycles, and heavy equipment. For new members, understanding the difference between a salvage title and a clean title
is one of the first important lessons. A salvage title typically indicates that the vehicle has been damaged to the point where the repair cost exceeded
a certain percentage of its value. A clean title means the vehicle has no significant damage history. Both types of vehicles are available on Copart,
and each comes with its own set of opportunities and risks.

WHY JOIN COPART AS A NEW MEMBER?

Joining Copart opens up a world of possibilities. For many, the biggest draw is the potential to purchase vehicles at prices well below market value. If
you have the skills to repair a damaged car or the patience to bid on a clean-title vehicle, the savings can be substantial. Additionally, Copart offers a
huge  variety  that  you  simply  will  not  find  at  your  local  dealership.  You  can  browse  thousands  of  vehicles  daily,  including  models  that  are  rare  or
difficult to find elsewhere. For small business owners and independent mechanics, Copart serves as a reliable source of inventory. For hobbyists and
restoration enthusiasts, it is a treasure trove of project cars. And for everyday buyers, it is an alternative route to affordable transportation. This new
member guide to Copart will help you decide if the platform is right for your specific goals.

HOW TO REGISTER: A STEP-BY-STEP PROCESS FOR NEW MEMBERS

Becoming a registered bidder on Copart is a straightforward process, but there are a few key steps that new members should be aware of. First, you
will need to visit the Copart website and click on the "Register" button. You will be asked to provide basic personal information, including your name,
address, email address, and phone number. You will also need to create a username and password. After your account is created, you will have
limited access to browse inventory, but you will not be able to place bids just yet. In order to participate in auctions, you must provide additional
documentation and a deposit.
For most new members, especially those in the United States, Canada, and the United Kingdom, you will need to upload a valid government-issued ID
and a credit card. Copart uses these documents to verify your identity and to secure your bidding privileges. You will also need to pay a refundable
deposit. The amount of the deposit varies depending on the membership level you choose. For basic members, the deposit is typically around $200,
which gives you the ability to bid on vehicles up to a certain limit. If you are planning to buy more expensive vehicles, you may need to increase your
deposit. Once your documentation is approved and your deposit is processed, you will receive full access to bid on vehicles. It is important to note
that you must be at least 18 years old to register, and in some regions, the minimum age is 21.

Understanding Membership Levels
Copart offers several membership tiers, and choosing the right one is an important decision for any new member. The most common tiers include:

Basic Membership – This is the entry-level option. It allows you to bid on most vehicles, but your bidding limit is tied to your deposit amount.
Basic members often pay slightly higher fees per vehicle compared to higher-tier members. For a new member who is just testing the waters,
this is often the most practical choice.
Premium Membership – This tier offers lower auction fees and higher bidding limits. It is ideal for buyers who plan to purchase multiple
vehicles per month or who are looking for high-value vehicles. The deposit requirement is higher, but the reduced fees can make it a cost-
effective option for frequent bidders.
Business Membership – Designed for dealers, rebuilders, and other commercial buyers, this tier provides access to additional features,
including faster title processing and dedicated support. If you are planning to resell vehicles as a business, this membership level may be worth

the investment.

As part of this new member guide to Copart, I recommend starting with a Basic Membership to learn the ropes. Once you are comfortable with the
bidding process and understand the fee structure, you can always upgrade to a higher tier.

BROWSING INVENTORY: HOW TO FIND THE RIGHT VEHICLE

One of the most exciting aspects of being a Copart member is the ability to search through hundreds of thousands of vehicles. The search interface is
powerful and allows you to filter by make, model, year, location, damage type, and even title status. For new members, a good strategy is to start
with a broad search and then narrow it  down. For example,  if  you are looking for  a sedan that runs and drives,  you can filter  for  "Run and Drive"
vehicles under "Mechanical Condition." If you are looking for a project car to restore, you might filter by "Salvage" title and "Minor Damage."
Each vehicle listing includes a detailed description, multiple photos, and often a video walk-around. Pay close attention to the condition report. Copart
assigns damage codes such as "Front End," "Rear End," "Side," or "Mechanical." Additionally, you will see a "Primary Damage" and "Secondary
Damage" field. For a new member, it is important not to rely solely on the photos. If possible, visit the Copart location where the vehicle is stored to
inspect it in person. Many seasoned buyers will tell you that a photo can hide a lot of issues, and an in-person inspection is worth the time and effort.

THE BIDDING PROCESS: WHAT EVERY NEW MEMBER SHOULD KNOW

Once you have found a vehicle that interests you, it is time to bid. Copart auctions are available in several formats. The most common is a timed
auction, where you place bids online and the auction closes at a specific time. There are also live auctions, which are held at physical locations and
streamed online. For new members, timed auctions are often easier to manage because you can monitor the bidding over several days and place
your bid when you feel comfortable.
When placing a bid, keep in mind that Copart uses a proxy bidding system. You can set a maximum bid, and the system will automatically increase
your bid in small increments to keep you in the lead, up to your maximum limit. This is similar to the way eBay works. If you are outbid, you will
receive  a  notification,  and  you  can  choose  to  increase  your  maximum  bid.  It  is  easy  to  get  caught  up  in  the  excitement  of  bidding,  so  this  new
member guide to Copart strongly recommends setting a budget before you start and sticking to it. Remember that the final auction price is not the
total cost. You will also need to pay auction fees, taxes, and any transportation costs.

Understanding Copart Fees
One of the most common surprises for new members is the fee structure. Copart charges a buyer fee on top of the winning bid. This fee varies
depending on your membership level and the final sale price. For example, if you are a Basic member and you win a vehicle for $1,000, the buyer fee
might be around $100 to $200. For higher-priced vehicles, the fee is often a percentage of the sale price. Additionally, there may be a documentation
fee, a registration fee, and a storage fee if you do not pick up the vehicle promptly. It is essential to read the fee schedule carefully and factor these
costs into your total budget. A $500 bid can quickly become a $700 or $800 total cost once all fees are added.

TIPS FOR NEW MEMBERS: HOW TO SUCCEED ON COPART

Success on Copart does not happen by accident. It requires research, patience, and a willingness to learn. Here are several actionable tips that every
new member should keep in mind:

Start Small – Do not jump into a high-value vehicle on your first bid. Start with a lower-priced vehicle to learn the process, understand the1.
fees, and experience the logistics of picking up a vehicle.
Inspect Before You Bid – Whenever possible, visit the vehicle in person. If you cannot travel to the location, consider hiring a third-party2.
inspection service. A few hundred dollars spent on an inspection can save you from buying a vehicle with hidden damage.
Research Title Types – A salvage title can be rebuilt and registered in most states, but the process varies. Some states have strict3.
requirements, including mandatory inspections and documentation fees. Make sure you understand your local laws before bidding.
Factor in Repair Costs – When bidding on a damaged vehicle, estimate the cost of parts and labor. Add a contingency of at least 20% for4.
unforeseen issues. If the total cost (bid + fees + repairs) does not leave you with a reasonable margin, it may not be a good deal.
Watch the Auction Closely – In the final minutes of a timed auction, bidding can intensify. Stay near your computer or phone and be ready to5.
react. If you are using a proxy bid, trust your maximum and do not increase it impulsively.
Be Prepared for Logistics – After you win a vehicle, you will need to arrange for payment and pick-up. Copart accepts various payment6.
methods, including wire transfers and credit cards. You will also need to arrange for transportation, either by driving the vehicle (if it is
roadworthy) or hiring a tow truck. Many new members underestimate the cost and complexity of shipping a vehicle across the country.
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COMMON MISTAKES NEW MEMBERS MAKE ON COPART

Even experienced buyers make mistakes from time to time, but as a new member, it is especially important to be aware of common pitfalls. One of
the most frequent errors is failing to read the full vehicle listing. New members sometimes skim the description and look only at the photos, only to
discover later that the vehicle has a "Rebuilt" title or is missing critical parts. Another common mistake is overbidding. The excitement of an auction
can lead to paying more for a damaged vehicle than it would cost to buy a clean-title version at a dealership. Always compare prices before you bid.
Finally, many new members forget to account for storage fees. If you leave your vehicle on Copart's lot for more than a few days, you will incur daily
storage charges. Plan your pick-up carefully to avoid these extra expenses.

IS COPART RIGHT FOR YOU?

This new member guide to Copart would not be complete without a honest assessment of who should and should not join. Copart is an excellent

choice for mechanically inclined individuals who can handle repairs, for dealers who have a reliable network of repair shops, and for anyone who is
willing to invest time in research and logistics. However, if you are looking for a turn-key vehicle that you can drive away immediately with no issues,
Copart may not be the best option. Many vehicles sold on the platform require some level of repair, and even a "Run and Drive" vehicle may have
hidden mechanical issues. If you are not prepared to deal with these uncertainties, you may find the experience frustrating rather than rewarding.

FINAL THOUGHTS ON YOUR COPART JOURNEY

Entering the world of online vehicle auctions can feel daunting at first, but with the right information and a clear strategy, it can also be incredibly
rewarding. Copart offers an unmatched selection of vehicles and the potential for significant savings. As you begin your journey, remember that every
experienced buyer started exactly where you are now. Take your time, do your research, and do not be afraid to ask questions. The Copart
community includes many knowledgeable members who are willing to share tips and advice. Whether you are looking for a reliable daily driver, a
unique classic, or a profitable fix-and-flip project, Copart has something to offer. Use this new member guide


