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A MASTERPIECE OF
STORYTELLING:
REVISITING THE
PRINCESS BRIDE
BY WILLIAM
GOLDMAN

Few novels possess the
rare  ability  to  make
you  laugh,  cry,  and
cheer  all  within  the
s p a n  o f  a  s i n g l e
chapter.  Princess
Bride  by  Wil l iam
Goldman  is  precisely
that kind of book. First
published in 1973, this
b e l o v e d  t a l e  h a s
t r a n s c e n d e d
generations,  charming
readers with its unique

blend of swashbuckling
adventure,  sharp  wit,
a n d  g e n u i n e
tenderness. But what is
it about this particular
story that continues to
capture  hearts  more
than  fifty  years  later?
The  answer  lies  not
just  in  the  fairy-tale
romance  of  Westley
and  Buttercup,  but  in
the  clever,  self-aware,
and deeply human way
Goldman tells it.

THE MAN BEHIND
THE CURTAIN:
WHO WAS
WILLIAM
GOLDMAN?

To  truly  appreciate
Princess  Bride  by
William  Goldman,  it
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helps  to  understand
the  remarkable  mind
that created it. William
G o l d m a n  w a s  a
celebrated  novelist,
p l a y w r i g h t ,  a n d
screenwriter,  best
known  for  his  Oscar-
winning  screenplays
for  Butch Cassidy and
the Sundance Kid  and
All the President’s Men.
He  was  a  master  of
dialogue and structure,
but his true gift was his
understanding of what
an audience wants.  In
writing  The  Princess
B r i d e ,  G o l d m a n
channeled his love for
c lass ic  adventure
s t o r i e s  w h i l e
simultaneously  poking
f u n  a t  t h e i r
conven t i ons .  H i s
narrative  voice  is  one
of the most distinctive
in  modern  literature:
wry,  conversational,
a n d  e n d l e s s l y
entertaining. He writes
as though he is sitting

a c r o s s  f r o m  y o u ,
sharing a secret, which
makes  reading  the
b o o k  f e e l  l i k e  a n
intimate,  personal
experience.

THE PLOT: MORE
THAN JUST A FAIRY
TALE

On  the  surface,  the
plot of Princess Bride
by William Goldman
i s  d e l i g h t f u l l y
straightforward. It tells
the story of Westley, a
young  farmhand,  and
Buttercup,  a  beautiful
young woman. Westley
leaves  to  seek  h is
fortune  so  they  can
m a r r y ,  b u t  h e  i s
captured by the Dread
Pirate Roberts,  who is
s a i d  t o  l e a v e  n o
survivors. Heartbroken,
Buttercup  agrees  to
marry  the  loathsome
Prince  Humperdinck.
Before  the  wedding,
she is kidnapped by a
trio  of  misfits:  the
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Sicilian  mastermind
Vizzini,  the  enormous
and gentle Fezzik, and
the  Spanish  fencing
genius  Inigo  Montoya.
West ley ,  who  has
survived and returned,
m u s t  c h a s e  t h e m
down, rescue his love,
and  confront  the  evil
prince.
However,  this  simple
summary  does  no
justice to the ingenious
way the story unfolds.
Goldman  frames  the
novel  as  an  abridged
version  of  a  fictional
classic  by  the  equally
fictional  author  S.
Morgenstern.  This
"good parts version" is
a  playful  conceit  that
al lows  Goldman  to
interrupt  the narrative
with witty commentary
about what he has cut
out, his own childhood
memories of the book,
and  his  relationship
with his father and son.
This  meta-narrative

l a y e r  e l e v a t e s
Princess  Bride  by
William  Goldman
from a simple romance
i n t o  a  p r o f o u n d
meditat ion  on  the
nature  of  storytelling
itself.

CHARACTERS YOU
WILL NEVER
FORGET

A  s to ry  i s  on l y  as
s t r o n g  a s  i t s
c h a r a c t e r s ,  a n d
Goldman populated his
world with some of the
m o s t  m e m o r a b l e
figures  in  literary
history.

Westley:
The Man
in Black
W e s t l e y  i s  t h e
archetypal  hero,  but
Goldman  gives  him  a
sharp  edge .  He  i s
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unfai l ingly  clever,
endlessly  resourceful,
and utterly devoted to
B u t t e r c u p .  H i s
declaration,  "Death
cannot stop true love.
All it can do is delay it
for a while," is one of
the most  quoted lines
in all of fiction. Westley
is not just strong; he is
a  thinker,  a  strategist
w h o  w i n s  b a t t l e s
through  intellect  as
much  as  brawn.

Buttercup
: The
Beautiful
Farm Girl
Buttercup  is  often
underestimated  by
readers. She begins as
a  somewhat  spoiled
and naive girl, but her
journey  forces  her  to
grow.  She  learns  that

love requires  courage,
sacrifice,  and  a
willingness to stand up
for herself. Her famous
line, "I will never doubt
a g a i n , "  m a r k s  a
significant  turning
point  in  her  character
development.

Inigo
Montoya:
The
Sword of
Vengeanc
e
Perhaps  the  most
beloved  character  in
Princess  Bride  by
William  Goldman  is
I n i g o  M o n t o y a .  A
Spanish  swordsman
driven  by  the  murder
of his father, Inigo is a
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tragic  figure  wrapped
in a comic package. His
obsessive quest for the
six-fingered  man  is
both heartbreaking and
hilarious.  His  battle  of
wits  and  steel  with
Westley on the Cliffs of
Insanity  is  one  of  the
g r e a t e s t  a c t i o n
s e q u e n c e s  e v e r
w r i t t e n ,  a n d  h i s
eventual  confrontation
wi th  Count  Rugen
provides  one  of  the
m o s t  s a t i s f y i n g
r e s o l u t i o n s  i n
l iterature.

Fezzik:
The
Gentle
Giant
Fezzik is the muscle of
the  group,  but  he  is
also  its  heart.  He  is
k i n d ,  l o y a l ,  a n d

surprisingly  sensitive.
His  rhyming  skills  are
poor, but his friendship
with Inigo is pure and
genuine. Fezzik proves
that brute strength can
b e  p a i r e d  w i t h
kindness,  making  him
a fan favorite.

Vizzini:
The
Criminal
Mastermi
nd
T h e  S i c i l i a n  w h o
kidnaps Buttercup is a
brilliantly funny villain.
Vizzini  is  incredibly
intell igent,  but  his
a r r o g a n c e  i s  h i s
undoing.  His  constant
u s e  o f  t h e  w o r d
" i n c o n c e i v a b l e "
becomes  a  running
joke,  and  his  final
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confrontation  with
W e s t l e y  i s  a
m a s t e r c l a s s  i n
dramatic  irony.

Prince
Humperdi
nck and
Count
Rugen:
The True
Villains
Prince Humperdinck  is
a  cowardly,  vain,  and
cruel antagonist who is
obsessed with hunting.
Count  Rugen,  the  six-
fingered  man,  is  even
more sinister.  He is  a
s a d i s t  w h o
experiments with pain,
a n d  h i s  c o l d ,
calculating  evil  stands

in stark contrast to the
warmth of the heroes.

THEMES THAT
RESONATE
ACROSS
GENERATIONS

Underneath  all  the
sword  fights  and  witty
banter ,  Princess
Bride  by  Wil l iam
Goldman  explores
severa l  deep  and
meaningful themes.

The
Nature of
True Love
Goldman  does  not
p resen t  l ove  as  a
simple,  effortless
emotion.  Westley  and
Buttercup's  love  is
tested  by  separation,
danger ,  and  even
d e a t h .  T h e  n o v e l
argues  that  true  love
requires  active  effort,
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faith, and a willingness
to  endure  hardship.  It
is a romantic ideal, but
one  that  feels  earned
rather  than  cheaply
given.

The
Power of
Storytelli
ng
The framing device of
t h e  " g o o d  p a r t s
version"  is  Goldman's
way of examining how
stories shape our lives.
The novel  begins with
a  y o u n g  W i l l i a m
Goldman  being  read
the book by his father,
and  it  ends  with  him
reading  it  to  his  own
son.  Th is  cyc l i ca l
structure  emphasizes
that stories are passed
down,  not  just  for
entertainment, but as a

way of connecting with
the people we love.

Good
Versus
Evil
Goldman  presents  a
clear  moral  universe
where good ultimately
triumphs. However, he
complicates  this  by
s h o w i n g  t h a t  t h e
heroes  are  flawed  and
t h e  v i l l a i n s  a r e
sometimes  pathetic.
Inigo spends his entire
life  seeking  revenge,
and while he achieves
it, the cost is immense.
Th i s  nuance  adds
depth  to  what  could
otherwise be a simple
b l a c k - a n d - w h i t e
conflict.
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The Value
of
Friendshi

p
T h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p
between  Inigo  and
Fezzik  is  a  powerful
example  of  platonic
love.  They  support
each  other,  risk  their
lives  for  one  another,
and  ultimately  save
Westley  together.  The
novel  suggests  that
friendship, like love, is
a  form  of  magic  that
c a n  o v e r c o m e
impossible  odds.

THE "GOOD PARTS
VERSION": A
BRILLIANT
LITERARY TRICK

The  most  ingenious
aspect  of  Princess
Bride  by  Wil l iam

G o l d m a n  i s  t h e
fictional  backstory.
Goldman  claims  that
he is merely abridging
a  classic  book  by  the
fictional  Florinese
author S. Morgenstern.
This conceit allows him
to  insert  himself  into
t h e  n a r r a t i v e ,
commenting  on  the
"boring" political satire
he claims to have cut
out.  This  meta-fictional
layer  is  hilarious  and
surprisingly  moving.  It
makes the reader feel
like  they  are  in  on  a
j o k e ,  w h i l e  a l s o
drawing  attention  to
the very act of reading
and abridging a story.
It also allows Goldman
to  crit ique  his  own
work,  which  adds  a
layer of self-awareness
t h a t  w a s  h i g h l y
innovative for its time.

THE FILM
ADAPTATION: A
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CULTURAL
PHENOMENON IN

ITS OWN RIGHT

N o  d i s c u s s i o n  o f
Princess  Bride  by
William  Goldman  is
complete  wi thout
mentioning  the  1987
film  adaptation
directed by Rob Reiner.
Goldman himself wrote
the  screenplay,  and
the film remains one of
the  most  be loved
movies  of  all  time.  It
starred  Cary  Elwes  as
Westley,  Robin  Wright
as  Buttercup,  Mandy
Pa t i nk in  a s  I n i go
Montoya,  Andre  the
Giant  as  Fezzik,  and
Wal lace  Shawn  as
Vizzini.  The  film
perfectly  captured the
spir i t  of  the  book,
ba lanc ing  humor ,
action, and romance. It
introduced the story to
a n  e n t i r e l y  n e w
g e n e r a t i o n  a n d
cemented  its  place  in

p o p u l a r  c u l t u r e .
Phrases like "Hello. My
name is Inigo Montoya.
You  killed  my  father.
Prepare  to  die"  have
become  part  of  the
cultural  lexicon.

WHY THE
PRINCESS BRIDE
ENDURES

T h e  l o n g e v i t y  o f
Princess  Bride  by
William Goldman can
be  attributed  to  its
remarkable  ability  to
be  many  th ings  to
many people. Children
l o v e  i t  f o r  t h e
adventure  and  the
s imp le  f a i r y - ta le
romance. Adults love it
for the wit, the satire,
and  the  po ignan t
reflections  on  love,
loss, and family. It is a
book  that  grows  with
you.  The  first  time you
read it,  you might  be
capt ivated  by  the
sword  fights.  The
second time, you might



10

10 Princess Bride By William
Goldman

2024-06-03

find  yourself  laughing
at  Vizzini's  ridiculous
logic.  The  third  time,
you  might  be  moved
by the story of a father
reading to his son. This
layered  complexity  is
the hallmark of a true
classic.
Fur thermore ,  the
writing is simply a joy
to  read.  Goldman's
p r o s e  i s  c r i s p ,
energetic,  and  filled
with  memorable  one-
l i n e r s .  H e  k n o w s
exactly  when  to  be
serious,  when  to  be
s i l ly ,  and  when  to
break  the  fourth  wall.
The novel is a perfect
e x a m p l e  o f  w h a t
h a p p e n s  w h e n  a
master  craf tsman
decides  to  have  fun
with his craft.

CRITICAL
RECEPTION AND
LASTING LEGACY

Upon  i t s  re lease ,

Princess  Bride  by
William  Goldman
rece ived  pos i t ive
reviews, though it was
not  an  immediate
blockbuster. It found its
aud ience  s l ow ly ,
through word of mouth
and the success of the
film  adaptation.  Over
t ime ,  i t  has  been
r e c o g n i z e d  a s  a
m a s t e r p i e c e  o f
postmodern  literature
and one of the greatest
fantasy  novels  of  the
20th  century.  It  has
been  translated  into
dozens  of  languages
and  continues  to  sell
steadily  year  after
year.  The  book  has
b e e n  p r a i s e d  b y
authors  like  Stephen
King and Neil Gaiman,
and  it  has  inspired
countless  other  works
of  fiction  that  blend
genre tropes with self-
aware humor.
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A TIMELESS GIFT
OF STORYTELLING

In  the  end,  Princess
Bride  by  Wil l iam
Goldman  is  a  book
about  the  magic  of
stories  and the power
of love. It is a book that
makes  you  believe  in
t r u e  l o v e ,  i n  t h e
possibility  of  happy
endings,  and  in  the
value  of  a  good  tale
well  told.  Goldman
gave us a world where

giants  are  gent le,
swordsmen  are  poets,
and true love really can
conquer  al l .  I t  is  a
world we are lucky to
visit,  and  one  we will
never  want  to  leave.
W h e t h e r  y o u  a r e
discovering  it  for  the
first  time  or  returning
to it for the hundredth,
The  Princess  Bride
remains  a  perfect,
e n c h a n t i n g ,  a n d
irreplaceable  work  of
art.


