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MASTERING THE ART OF EXPERIENCE: A COMPLETE
GUIDE ON HOW TO GET LUCKY EGG IN POKEMON
EMERALD

Every seasoned Pokémon Trainer knows that leveling up your
team is the backbone of a successful journey through the Hoenn
region.  Whether you are preparing to take on the Elite  Four,
breeding competitive Pokémon, or simply want to evolve your
favorite creatures faster, one item stands above all others: the
Lucky Egg. This precious held item boosts the Experience Points
(EXP) your Pokémon earns from battle by a whopping 50%. But
unlike the modern games where the Lucky Egg is often given as a
gift, Pokémon Emerald makes you work for it. If you have been
wondering how to get Lucky Egg in Pokemon Emerald, you
have come to the right place. In this guide, we will uncover the
legitimate methods, the best hunting spots, and some advanced
tips  to  secure  this  rare  item  without  resorting  to  cheating
devices.

WHAT IS THE LUCKY EGG AND WHY IS IT SO

VALUABLE?

Before diving into the acquisition methods,  let  us understand
what makes the Lucky Egg a must-have item. When a Pokémon
holds a Lucky Egg, every defeated opponent yields 1.5 times the
usual EXP. For trainers who grind levels repeatedly — especially
in the post-game or when training multiple team members — this
item cuts training time almost in half. In Emerald, where the level
curve can be steep after  the seventh gym, the Lucky Egg is
invaluable. You can also pass the Lucky Egg between Pokémon
via the Item storage system, so you only ever need one to benefit
your entire roster.
The  catch?  In  Pokemon Emerald,  the  Lucky  Egg  is  not
handed to you by any NPC. Unlike in Pokémon FireRed and
LeafGreen,  where  you  receive  one  from  Professor  Oak  after
completing the Pokédex, or in later generations where it  is  a
reward for certain quests, Emerald requires you to either catch a
wild Pokémon holding it or rely on the Pickup ability. Let's break
down each method step by step.

METHOD 1: CATCHING A WILD CHANSEY (THE
PRIMARY WAY)
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Where to Find Chansey in
Pokémon Emerald
The most reliable way to obtain a Lucky Egg is to catch a wild
Chansey holding one. In Pokémon Emerald, Chansey appears in
only one location: the Safari Zone. Specifically, you will need to
enter the Safari Zone's Area 3 (the one with the long grass and
several ponds). Chansey has a notoriously low encounter rate —
roughly  1%  to  4%  depending  on  the  specific  area  —  and  even
when you find one, it only has a 5% chance of holding a Lucky
Egg. Combine those odds, and you are looking at a 0.05% to
0.2% chance per encounter of looting a Lucky Egg. Patience is
key.

Step-by-Step Hunting
Strategy

Unlock the Safari Zone: You must reach Route 121 (east1.
of Lilycove City) and pay the entry fee. Make sure you have
plenty of Safari Balls — at least 50 to be safe.
Navigate to Area 3: Walk straight from the entrance,2.
pass the first area, and enter the second set of grass. You
will recognize Area 3 by the tall grass patches and the
presence of water. Chansey appears in the grass, not in the
water.

Use Repels (Optional but Recommended): Bring a3.
Pokémon at level 25 or lower leading your party; this will
increase the chance of encountering Chansey (which
appears at levels 25–27) because lower-level wild Pokémon
are suppressed. However, note that in the Safari Zone, you
cannot use Repels while walking — you must exit, use a
Repel on the overworld, then enter. The effect lasts only
100 steps. Alternatively, you can just run around without
Repels.
Encounter Chansey: Run through the tall grass. When a4.
Chansey appears, you must catch it to check its held item.
In the Safari Zone, you cannot use your own Pokémon; you
can only throw Safari Balls, bait, or rocks. Use Bait first to
make Chansey easier to catch (it lowers flee rate), then
throw Balls. Do not throw rocks as they make the Pokémon
harder to capture.
Check the Held Item: After catching a Chansey, open5.
your Bag, go to the Pokémon menu, select the caught
Chansey, and view its held item. If it is a Lucky Egg —
congratulations! If not, you can release the Chansey or
keep it for breeding (Chansey evolves into Blissey, an
excellent special wall). Repeat until you succeed.

Important Notes About the
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Safari Zone Method
Chansey can flee during the Safari Game. If it runs away,
you lose that chance. Using Bait reduces flee rate.
The held item is determined when the Pokémon is
generated, so you cannot "save scum" before an encounter
without reloading. However, you can save before entering
the Safari Zone and reset if you waste too many Balls.
Be prepared for a long grind. Many players spend hours
here. Consider watching a show or listening to music to
stay sane.

METHOD 2: USING THE PICKUP ABILITY (PASSIVE
HUNTING)

How Pickup Works in
Pokémon Emerald
If the Safari Zone grind feels tedious, you can instead rely on the
Pickup ability. Several Pokémon in Hoenn can have this ability,
including Zigzagoon, Linoone, and Pachirisu (the latter not
available  in  Emerald).  Pickup  allows  a  Pokémon  to  find  items
during battle — after each battle, there is a chance (based on the
Pickup Pokémon's level) that it will pick up a random item. The
Lucky Egg is one of the possible items, but only if your Pickup
Pokémon is at a certain level range.

Step-by-Step Pickup
Strategy

Catch a Zigzagoon or Linoone with Pickup: You can1.
find wild Zigzagoon early in the game on Routes 101, 102,
103, and others. Make sure its ability is Pickup (not
Gluttony). You can check by opening the Pokémon
summary.
Level Up Your Pickup Pokémon: In Pokémon Emerald,2.
the chance of picking up a Lucky Egg starts when your
Pokémon reaches level 21. The odds increase with level.
The best chances are between levels 41 and 60.
Specifically, at level 41+, the chance of a Pickup Pokémon
obtaining a Lucky Egg is about 4% per battle (if a random
item is found). But note: Pickup Pokémon have a 10%
chance to find any item after a battle, and among the
possible items, the Lucky Egg is just one of many. This
method is less reliable but can be done while you are doing
other things.
Build a Team of Pickup Pokémon: You can have up to3.
five in your party (plus one battling Pokémon). Each has an
independent chance to find an item. Having five Linoone at
level 41+ will give you roughly 50% chance per battle that
at least one Pickup item appears, and then a 4% chance
that item is a Lucky Egg. Over many battles, you will
eventually get one.
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Farm Trainer Battles or Wild Encounters: The most4.
efficient way is to repeatedly battle the Elite Four or wild
Pokémon in high-level areas (like Victory Road). Each battle
triggers the Pickup chance. Check your Pickup Pokémon
after every few battles by opening the party menu and
looking at their held items.
Collect and Reset: Once a Pokémon picks up an item, it5.
will not pick up another until you take the item from it. So
regularly empty their held slots. If you get a Nugget or a
Full Heal, just sell or use them. Persistence will yield a
Lucky Egg eventually.

Advantages and
Disadvantages of Pickup

Pros: You can multitask; you do not need to engage in the
Safari Zone minigame; you gain many other useful items
along the way; it works well with a grinding routine for EXP.
Cons: The odds are still low; you need high-level Pickup
Pokémon; it can take hundreds of battles; you cannot
target the Lucky Egg specifically — it is pure luck.

METHOD 3: TRADING FROM POKÉMON RUBY OR
SAPPHIRE (IF YOU HAVE ACCESS)

If you own a copy of Pokémon Ruby or Sapphire (GBA), you can
trade a Lucky Egg from those games into Emerald. In Ruby and

Sapphire,  the  Lucky  Egg  is  also  only  obtainable  from  wild
Chansey in the Safari Zone (same mechanics). However, there is
a small difference: in Ruby and Sapphire, the Pokémon Box RS
(a GameCube application) occasionally gives out Lucky Eggs as a
reward for depositing Pokémon, but that requires extra hardware.
The bottom line: if you already have a Lucky Egg in another Gen
III game, you can trade it to Emerald via a link cable — just make
sure  you  have  completed  the  first  Gym  and  have  Poké  Balls  to
receive the trade.

ADVANCED TIPS TO INCREASE YOUR SUCCESS

Using the Move "Thief" or
"Covet" in the Safari Zone?
Unfortunately, you cannot use your own Pokémon's moves in the
Safari Zone. You must catch the Chansey to inspect the item.
However, once you leave the Safari Zone, if you have a Chansey
in your box,  you can take it  to a move tutor  (none for  item
removal in Gen III), but the only way to remove a held item is to
either take it manually or trade. Since Chansey is caught with an
item, you just take it from its summary. So catching is necessary.

Compounding with
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Compound Eyes?
The  Compound  Eyes  ability  (found  on  Nincada,  Ninjask,  and
others) increases the chance of wild Pokémon holding items by
50%  when  the  leading  Pokémon  has  that  ability.  However,
Compound Eyes does not work in the Safari Zone because
you cannot use your own Pokémon in battle there. Outside the
Safari Zone, Chansey does not appear wild in Emerald anywhere
else. So Compound Eyes is useless here. Stick to pure luck.

Save Time by Using a
Master Ball?
If you have not used your Master Ball yet, you could consider
using it on a Chansey to instantly capture it without the Safari
Zone's  frustrating  mechanics.  But  using  a  Master  Ball  on  a
common Pokémon like Chansey is generally a waste, as Master
Balls  are  finite.  Only  do  this  if  you  are  desperate  and  have  a
second  Master  Ball  from  a  trade  or  cheat.

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS

Can I get multiple Lucky

Eggs in Emerald?
Yes, you can catch multiple Chansey or rely on Pickup multiple
times. There is no limit to how many Lucky Eggs you can hold.
However,  you  only  need  one  — the  effect  does  not  stack  if  one
Pokémon holds two (impossible).  You can transfer  it  between
party members.

Is the Lucky Egg worth the
effort?
Absolutely. If you plan to train a full team to level 100 or even
just to level 60 for the Battle Frontier, the Lucky Egg reduces
required battles by one-third. The time invested in obtaining it
pays off quickly.

Can I get a Lucky Egg from
wild Blissey?
Blissey does not appear in the wild in Emerald. Only Chansey
appears in the Safari Zone. So do not bother looking elsewhere.

CONCLUSION

Knowing how to get Lucky Egg in Pokemon Emerald turns a
frustrating grind into a manageable goal. Whether you choose to
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brave the Safari Zone, assemble a team of Pickup Zigzagoon, or
trade from another game, the reward is a permanent boost to
your  training  efficiency.  The  Safari  Zone  method  is  the  most
direct  albeit  time-consuming,  while  Pickup  offers  passive
collection that  can yield  other  valuable  items along the way.

Whichever path you take, remember that patience is a virtue —
and once that shiny egg-shaped charm is  in your bag,  every
battle thereafter becomes more rewarding. Now, go catch that
Chansey, and may the RNG be ever in your favor!


