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THE ENDURING APPEAL OF
“TAKIN’ CARE OF BUSINESS":
MORE THAN JUST A CLASSIC
ROCK ANTHEM

Few songs have embedded themselves
into the cultural fabric of work, leisure,
and classic rock radio quite like
Bachman-Turner Overdrive's 1973 hit,
"Takin’ Care of Business." When you
search for the Lyrics Takin Care Of
Business, you are not just looking for a

catchy chorus; you are seeking a
manifesto of resilience, a celebration of
the working class, and a timeless piece
of musical history. For over five decades,
the track has been the soundtrack for
everything from Monday morning
commutes to Friday night celebrations.
Its simple, driving riff and relatable
message have made it one of the most
recognizable songs in rock history. But
what is it about this particular set of
lyrics and this specific melody that has
allowed it to transcend generations? This
article takes a deep dive into the song’s
background, lyrical meaning, musical
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composition, and lasting legacy.

The Genesis of a
Classic: How BTO
Created a
Working-Class
Hymn

To understand the Lyrics Takin Care
Of Business, one must first understand
the band behind it. Bachman-Turner
Overdrive (BTO) was formed in
Winnipeg, Canada, by guitarist Randy
Bachman after his departure from The
Guess Who. Along with his brothers

Robin (drums) and Tim (bass), and
vocalist/quitarist Fred Turner, the band
forged a sound defined by heavy, blues-
infused gquitar riffs and straightforward,
everyman lyrics.

The song itself was born from a moment
of serendipity. Randy Bachman was
listening to a local radio station that had
begun playing a new, more rock-oriented
format. The D) announced that they
were "takin' care of business" by
switching to this new style. The phrase
stuck with Bachman. He also recalled the
melody from an earlier, unfinished song
about a man who took the bus to work.
Combining the melodic hook with the
newfound catchphrase, Bachman crafted
what would become the band’s signature
song. It was released on the album of
the same name in 1973 and quickly

2 Lyrics Takin Care Of Business

2023-07-15



Lyrics Takin Care Of Business 3

climbed the charts, peaking at number
one in Canada and number twelve on
the Billboard Hot 100 in the United
States.

A Lyrical
Breakdown of
"Takin' Care of
Business"

The genius of the Lyrics Takin Care Of
Business lies in their duality. On the
surface, it is a straightforward narrative
about a working-class man. However, a
closer look reveals a deeper layer of
irony and aspiration. Let us examine the

song verse by verse.

VERSE 1: THE REALITY OF THE
DAILY GRIND

The song opens with a vivid portrait of
the 9-to-5 struggle: "You get up every
morning from your 'larm clock's warning
/ Take the eight fifteen into the city."
This is immediately relatable to anyone
who has ever commuted to a job they do
not necessarily love. The lyrics paint a
picture of drudgery, where one works for
the weekend and for "the dearly
beloved" (a tongue-in-cheek reference to
the taxman or the landlord). This verse
establishes the "problem" that the
chorus will provide an answer for.



THE CHORUS!: THE ANTHEMIC
PAYOFF

The chorus is arguably the most famous
part of the song and the core of the
Lyrics Takin Care Of Business: "And
I'm takin' care of business, every day /
Takin' care of business, every way /I'm
takin' care of business, it's all mine /
Takin' care of business, and working
overtime." This is the hook that refuses
to let go. It is triumphant and
celebratory, yet it contains a subtle
undertone. "Takin' care of business" is a
euphemism for handling one's
responsibilities, but it can also mean
taking control of one's own destiny. The
phrase "working overtime" suggests that
to truly succeed, one must go beyond
the bare minimum.

VERSE 2: THE ANTIDOTE TO THE
GRIND

The second verse introduces the fantasy
of escape: "And if you can't take what
they're dishing out today / You can
always go and play a guitar." This is the
pivotal moment where the narrator shifts
from passive worker to active creator.
He imagines a life where he is his own
boss, playing music for a living. The line
"Get yourself a van and a cheap hotel /
Write a song and get it on the radio" is
pure rock-and-roll dream. It is the
ultimate rebellion against the monotony
described in verse one. This is the
"business" of being a musician, a job
that, while still requiring hard work,
offers creative freedom.
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THE BRIDGE AND GUITAR SOLOS:
PUuRE ENERGY

The bridge, featuring the famous line
"Take good care of your business / When
you're feelin' down", serves as advice
from the narrator to the listener. It is a
simple, supportive message. Meanwhile,
the guitar solos—particularly the iconic,
bluesy break in the middle—are the
musical embodiment of this freedom.
They sound less like technical
showmanship and more like the sound of
a man who has just walked out of a
dreary office and into the sunshine.

The Deeper

Meaning Behind
the Lyrics

Why do the Lyrics Takin Care Of
Business resonate so deeply with
people from all walks of life? The answer
lies in their celebration of the "working
class hero." Unlike many rock songs that
glorify hedonism or rebellion for its own
sake, "Takin' Care of Business" glorifies
grit, responsibility, and the pursuit of a
better life. It acknowledges that work is
a part of life—often a boring and difficult
part—but it suggests that by taking
ownership of your situation ("it's all
mine"), you can find dignity and even joy
in the effort.

Furthermore, the lyrics embody a



specific form of pragmatism. The song
does not promise that you will become a
rock star; it simply says the option
exists. The message is one of
empowerment: if you do not like the
path you are on, you have the power to
change it. This is a profoundly optimistic
and American (and Canadian) ideal. The
song is a gentle nudge, reminding the
listener that while we may all have to
"take care of business" in one form or
another, we get to choose what that
business is.

Musical

Composition:
Why the Riff
Matters

Any discussion of the song is incomplete
without acknowledging the music that
carries the Lyrics Takin Care Of
Business. The song is built on one of
the most iconic guitar riffs in history—a
simple, descending pentatonic lick
played by Randy Bachman. It is a perfect
example of "less is more." The riff is so
catchy and powerful that it immediately
establishes the song's blues-rock
swagger.

e The Rhythm Section: Robin
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Bachman's drumming is steady
and driving, providing a perfect
backdrop for the lyrical flow. The
drums do not try to
overcomplicate the song; they
keep it grounded.

The Vocal Delivery: Fred
Turner's gruff, powerful voice is
the perfect vehicle for the lyrics.
He sings with a knowing grin, as if
he is sharing a secret with the
listener. His delivery is neither
whiny nor overly aggressive; it is
authoritative and friendly.

The Instrumental Breaks: The
song features multiple solo
sections, but they never feel
indulgent. The piano solo, played
by Randy Bachman on a tack
piano, adds a boogie-woogie flavor

that keeps the energy high. The
guitar solos are melodic and
purposeful, telling a story within
the story.

The interplay between the lyrics and the
music is seamless. The music feels like
"work"—it is tight, professional, and well-
rehearsed. But it also feels like "fun"—it
rocks hard and makes you want to tap
your foot. This duality is the secret to the
song’s success.

The Legacy and
Cultural Impact



of a Business
Anthem

Over the years, the Lyrics Takin Care
Of Business have transcended the
boundaries of rock music. The phrase
"takin' care of business" (often
abbreviated as TCB) has entered the
common lexicon. It is used in offices,
factories, and sports stadiums. The song
has appeared in countless movies,
television shows, and commercials, often
used to signal that a character is getting
things done or that a feel-good montage
is about to begin.

1. Sports Arenas: It is a staple at
hockey games, baseball games,

and football games, played to
energize the crowd.

. Film Appearances: It has been

featured in films ranging from "My
Best Friend's Girl" to "Remember
the Titans," always in scenes
about teamwork and success.

. Cover Versions: Artists from

heavy metal bands to country
singers have covered the song, a
testament to its universal appeal.

. Political Use: The song has been

used by politicians (often without
permission), which Randy
Bachman has generally
discouraged, preferring to keep
the song about general
empowerment rather than specific
agendas.
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The song’s legacy is also tied to its
authenticity. In an era of complex
progressive rock and glam theatrics,
BTO offered something simple and
direct. They were not trying to be poets
or philosophers; they were just trying to
make music that people could relate to.
They succeeded beyond their wildest
dreams.

Fun Facts and
Trivia About the

Song

e The Pencil Trick: Randy
Bachman famously used a pencil
to play the piano part on the song

because the electric piano had
broken keys. This gave the piano a
distinct, percussive "honky-tonk"
sound that became a signature
part of the track.

The Bus Connection: The
original inspiration for the melody
came from a song called "Bus
Rider," which Bachman had written
years earlier about a man taking
the bus. He repurposed the
melody for the verses of "Takin'
Care of Business."

The "Overtime" Double
Meaning: While the phrase
"working overtime" is literal in the
song, it also refers to the fact that
BTO was constantly recording and
touring. They were literally "taking
care of business" around the clock.



e Chart Success: It was the band's
biggest hit and remains a staple of
classic rock radio, often appearing
in the top 10 of most-played
classic rock songs lists.

Why the Lyrics
Still Matter in the
Modern Era

In today's gig economy and remote-work
culture, the Lyrics Takin Care Of
Business have taken on new meaning.
The idea of "being your own boss" and
"writing your own ticket" is more
relevant than ever. The song speaks to
freelancers, entrepreneurs, and anyone
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who is trying to forge their own path. It is
an anthem for the independent spirit.

Moreover, the song’s message is one of
resilience. It acknowledges that life is
hard and that work can be a drag. But
instead of wallowing in self-pity, the
narrator chooses to redefine the
situation. He takes pride in his work,
whether that work is blue-collar labor or
writing a hit song. This attitude is
timeless. It is the reason why a teenager
hearing the song for the first time today
can feel the same electric jolt as a
factory worker did in 1974.

A Concise
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Conclusion

The search for the Lyrics Takin Care
Of Business is more than a search for
words on a page; it is a search for a
feeling. It is a quest for the confidence to
face the daily grind with a smile and a
swagger. Bachman-Turner Overdrive
created a perfect storm of a song: a riff
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that could move mountains, a chorus
that could unite a stadium, and lyrics
that speak directly to the human
experience of work and aspiration. It is a
song that understands that "taking care
of business" is not just about making a
living; it is about making a life. It's a
classic because it will never stop being
true.



