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FREEMASONRY

Throughout the history
of Western esotericism,
few  subjects  have
s p a r k e d  a s  m u c h
curiosity and debate as
t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p
between the Kabbalah
and Freemasonry. Both
systems  are  shrouded
in mystery, steeped in
allegory, and rich with
symbolic meaning. For
the  uninitiated,  they
m i g h t  a p p e a r  a s
ent i re ly  separate

t rad i t ions—one  a
mystical  interpretation
of Jewish scripture, the
o the r  a  f r a te rna l
organization with roots
i n  m e d i e v a l
stonemason  guilds.
Y e t ,  u p o n  c l o s e r
inspection, the threads
that connect these two
traditions  reveal  a
fascinating tapestry of
shared spiritual ideals,
philosophical  inquiry,
a n d  s y m b o l i c
language.  This  article
delves  deep  into  the
historical  and  esoteric
connections  between
the  Kabba lah  and
F r e e m a s o n r y ,
exploring  how  they
have  influenced  one
another and why they
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continue  to  captivate
seekers  of  h idden
wisdom.
Understanding  the
relationship  between
these  two  traditions
requires  more  than  a
surface-level glance. It
demands  a  journey
through  Renaissance
o c c u l t i s m ,
E n l i g h t e n m e n t
rationalism,  and  the
secret  societies  of
18th-century  Europe.
Fo r  many  modern
spiritual  seekers,  the
intersection  of  these
two  paths  offers  a
richer understanding of
both.  By  examining
their  shared  symbols,
such as the Tree of Life
and  the  tools  of  the
stonemason, we begin
t o  s e e  a  c o m m o n
language  of  spiritual
transformation.  This
article  will  guide  you
through  that  intricate
landscape,  providing
c l a r i t y  w i t h o u t

oversimplifying  the
profound  mysteries
involved.

WHAT IS THE
KABBALAH? A
BRIEF OVERVIEW

The Kabbalah is one of
the most profound and
influential  mystical
t rad i t i ons  w i th in
Judaism. Its origins can
be traced back to early
J e w i s h  m y s t i c a l
speculation,  but  it
crystal l ized  into  a
formal  system  during
t h e  M i d d l e  A g e s ,
particularly in Provence
and  Spain.  The  word
"Kabba lah"  i t se l f
means  "to  receive,"
indicating  that  this
k n o w l e d g e  i s
t ransmi t ted  f rom
teacher  to  student
through a chain of oral
tradition.  At  its  heart,
the Kabbalah seeks to
understand the nature
of God, the process of
creation, and the soul's
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journey  back  to  its
divine  source.
Central  to  Kabbalistic
study  is  the  Tree  of
L i f e ,  a  d i a g r a m
consisting of ten sefirot
(divine  emanations)
and  22  paths  that
connect  them.  Each
sefirah  represents  a
different  attribute  of
God,  such as  wisdom,
understanding,  mercy,
and  judgment.  The
Tree  o f  L i fe  i s  not
merely  a  symbol ic
chart;  it  is  a  map  of
consciousness  and  a
blueprint  for  creation.
Through  meditation,
prayer,  and  ethical
living,  the  Kabbalist
seeks  to  ascend  the
Tree,  uni fy ing  the
l owe r  and  h i ghe r
realms.
Another key text is the
Zohar ,  or  "Book  of
Splendor,"  which  is  a
mystical  commentary
on  the  Torah.  Written
primarily  in  Aramaic,

the Zohar explores the
hidden  dimensions  of
scripture,  revealing
layers of meaning that
are not apparent in the
literal text. It speaks of
the  divine  feminine,
the Shekhinah, and the
cosmic drama of exile
and  redemption.  For
centuries, the study of
Kabbalah was reserved
for  mature,  married
men who had already
mastered  the  Talmud.
Th i s  exc lus i v i t y ,
however,  began  to
e r o d e  d u r i n g  t h e
Renaissance,  when
Christ ian  scholars
discovered these texts
and sought to integrate
them  into  their  own
spiritual frameworks.

WHAT IS
FREEMASONRY? A
BRIEF OVERVIEW

Freemasonry is one of
the  oldest  and  most
widespread  fraternal
organizations  in  the
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world. Its modern form
emerged  in  the  early
1 8 t h  c e n t u r y  i n
England and Scotland,
but  its  symbolic  roots
reach  back  to  the
medieval  stonemasons
who  built  Europe's
great cathedrals. These
operat ive  masons
formed  guilds  with
s e c r e t  s i g n s  a n d
passwords  to  protect
their  trade  secrets.
Over time, these guilds
b e g a n  t o  a d m i t
" s p e c u l a t i v e "
masons—men  who
were not craftsmen by
trade  but  were  drawn
t o  t h e  m o r a l  a n d
philosophical  lessons
e m b e d d e d  i n
stonemasonry.
Freemasonry  uses  the
t o o l s  o f  t h e
s t o n e m a s o n  a s
allegories  for  ethical
a n d  s p i r i t u a l
development.  The
square  symbolizes
morality, the compass

represents  restraint
and  self-control,  and
the  rough  ashlar  is
the  unrefined  stone
that  the  Mason  must
shape  into  a  perfect
cube. Through a series
of  degrees,  each  with
i t s  o w n  r i t u a l s ,
s y m b o l s ,  a n d
teachings, the Mason is
guided on a journey of
self-discovery  and
e n l i g h t e n m e n t .
Freemasonry  is  not  a
religion, but it requires
its members to believe
in  a  Supreme  Being,
whom  i t  ca l l s  t he
Great  Architect  of
the  Universe.
T h e  f r a t e r n i t y  i s
organized  into  lodges,
each governed by a set
of  bylaws  and  rituals.
F r e e m a s o n r y
emphasizes  brotherly
love,  relief  (charity),
and truth. Its teachings
are  communicated
through  symbols  and
allegories, and much of



The Kabbalah And Freemasonry 5

5

its  inner  meaning  is
reserved for those who
have  undergone  the
initiatory  ceremonies.
Secrecy  is  a  hallmark
of the tradition, but its
c o r e  v a l u e s  a r e
transparency  and
moral  improvement.
Over  the  centuries,
F reemasonry  has
attracted  a  diverse
membership,  including
k ings ,  sc ient is ts ,
a r t i s t s ,  a n d
revolutionaries.

HISTORICAL
INTERSECTIONS:
HOW KABBALAH
ENTERED MASONIC
THOUGHT

T h e  c o n n e c t i o n
between the Kabbalah
and Freemasonry is not
a direct inheritance but
rather  an  influence
that occurred primarily
through  the  lens  of
Renaissance  occultism
and  Enlightenment
esotericism. During the

1 5 t h  a n d  1 6 t h
centuries,  Christian
scholars  such  as  Pico
della  Mirandola  and
Johannes  Reuchlin
began  studying  the
Kabbalah,  believing  it
contained  proofs  of
Christian  theology.
They  developed  what
is known as Christian
Kabbalah ,  wh ich
a d a p t e d  J e w i s h
mystical concepts to a
Christian  framework.
This Christian Kabbalah
infused  much  of  the
H e r m e t i c  a n d
Rosicrucian  literature
that  later  influenced
early  Freemasonry.
By  the  18th  century,
when Freemasonry was
spreading  rapid ly
across  Europe,  many
Masonic ritualists were
well-versed  in  these
esoteric  currents.  The
Higher  Degrees  of
F r e e m a s o n r y ,
p a r t i c u l a r l y  t h e
S c o t t i s h  R i t e ,
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i n c o r p o r a t e d
Kabbalistic  symbols
and ideas directly into
their  teachings.  The
1 8 t h  a n d  1 9 t h
centur ies  saw  the
creation  of  several
Masonic  orders  that
expl ic it ly  blended
Kabbalistic  elements
with  Masonic  ritual,
such as the Order of
the Golden Dawn and
t h e  Anc ient  and
Accepted  Scottish
Rite.
It is important to note
that  each  Masonic
nation developed these
influences  differently.
I n  F r a n c e ,  w h e r e
occultism  flourished,
Kabbalistic  themes
appeared  prominently
in high-grade rituals. In
England,  the  influence
was  more  subtle  but
still  present  through
the  works  of  writers
like  William  Preston
and John Fellows.  The
e x t e n t  t o  w h i c h

Kabba lah  shaped
Freemasonry remains a
matter  of  scholarly
d e b a t e ,  b u t  t h e
evidence  of  shared
s y m b o l i s m  a n d
t e r m i n o l o g y  i s
undeniable.

SHARED
SYMBOLISM: THE
TREE OF LIFE, THE
LADDER, AND THE
TEMPLE

O n e  o f  t h e  m o s t
s t r ik ing  para l le ls
between the Kabbalah
and Freemasonry is the
symbo l i c  use  o f  a
l adder  o r  a  t ree
representing  spiritual
a s c e n t .  I n  t h e
Kabbalah,  the  Tree  of
L i fe  connects  the
material  world  to  the
d iv ine ,  w i th  each
sefirah  representing  a
step closer to God.  In
Freemasonry,  the
Masonic  Ladder  of
t h r e e  p r i n c i p a l
rounds—Faith,  Hope,
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and  Cha r i t y— is  a
symbol  of  moral  and
spiritual  progress.
S o m e  a d v a n c e d
degrees  expand  this
ladder to seven rounds,
which  correspond  to
the  classical  planets
and,  by  extension,  to
Kabbalistic spheres.
The  concept  of  the
Temple  is  another
powerful  intersection.
In  the  Kabbalah,  the
Temple in Jerusalem is
a  microcosm  of  the
un ive r se ,  and  i t s
destruction  symbolizes
the exile of the divine
p r e s e n c e .  I n
Freemasonry,  the
T e m p l e  o f  K i n g
Solomon is the central
allegory  of  the  craft
degrees.  The  building
o f  t h e  T e m p l e
r e p r e s e n t s  t h e
construction  of  the
inner  self,  with  each
Mason  serving  as  a
l iv ing  stone  in  the
spiritual  edifice.  The

two pillars,  Jachin and
Boaz,  which  stand  at
t h e  e n t r a n c e  o f
Solomon's Temple, are
a l s o  f o u n d  i n
K a b b a l i s t i c
interpretations  of  the
sefirot  as  pillars  of
mercy  and  severity.
Furthermore,  both
tradi t ions  p lace  a
strong  emphasis  on
the  power  of  the
divine  name.  In  the
K a b b a l a h ,  t h e
T e t r a g r a m m a t o n
( Y H W H )  i s  t h e
unutterable  name  of
G o d ,  a n d  i t s
permutations  are  a
subject  of  intense
m e d i t a t i o n .  I n
Freemasonry,  the Lost
Word  i s  a  cen t ra l
theme,  representing
the ultimate knowledge
that  was  lost  at  the
destruct ion  of  the
Temple  and  is  now
sought  by  every  true
Mason. This search for
the Lost  Word mirrors
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the Kabbalistic quest to
restore  the  original
harmony  of  creation.
Other  shared  symbols
inc lude  the  point
within  a  circle,  the
perfect  ashlar,  and
the  all-seeing  eye.
These  symbols  often
c a r r y  l a y e r s  o f
meaning  that  can  be
interpreted  through
both a Kabbalistic and
a  Masonic  lens.  For
example,  the  point
within  a  circle  can
represent  the  infinite
within  the  finite,  a
concept deeply rooted
i n  K a b b a l i s t i c
emanation  theory.

DIFFERENCES AND
DISTINCTIONS:
THEOLOGY VS.
FRATERNITY

D e s p i t e  t h e s e
fascinating parallels, it
is  crucial  to  recognize
t h e  f u n d a m e n t a l
differences  between

the  Kabba lah  and
Freemasonry.  The
Kabbalah is a religious
mystical system rooted
i n  J u d a i s m .  I t  i s
oriented  toward  the
direct  experience  of
G o d  a n d  t h e
transformation  of  the
soul.  It  requires  study
of  Hebrew  scriptures,
know ledge  o f  the
commandments,  and
adherence  to  Jewish
law.  While  Christian
Kabbalah  existed,  it
w a s  a l w a y s  a n
a d a p t a t i o n ,  a n d
traditional  Kabbalah
remains  inseparable
from its Jewish context.
Freemasonry,  on  the
o t h e r  h a n d ,  i s  a
fraternal  organization
that  requires  only  a
belief  in  a  Supreme
Being.  I t  does  not
prescribe  any  specific
religious  doctrine,  and
its members are free to
h o l d  t h e i r  o w n
theological  views.
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Freemasonry  focuses
on moral improvement,
brotherly  love,  and
civic  virtue.  Its  rituals
are  allegorical  rather
than sacramental,  and
its ultimate goal is not
mystical union with the
divine but personal and
social betterment.
It  is  also  significant
that Freemasonry is an
initiatory  society  with
degrees,  oaths,  and a
hierarchical  structure.
The  Kabbalah,  in  its
traditional  form,  was
transmitted orally from
teacher to student, but
it did not have a formal
d e g r e e  s y s t e m
c o m p a r a b l e  t o
Freemasonry.  Some
modern  Kabbalistic
groups  have  adopted
M a s o n i c - l i k e
structures, but this is a
later development, not
part  of  the  original
tradition.
Therefore,  whi le  a
F r e e m a s o n  c a n

certainly  study  the
Kabbalah to deepen his
unders tand ing  o f
Masonic  symbolism,
the  two  systems  are
not  identical.  It  would
be a mistake to claim
that  Freemasonry  is
Kabbalistic in essence,
or that the Kabbalah is
merely a Jewish version
of  Freemasonry.  They
are distinct paths that
happen to share some
c o m m o n  g r o u n d ,
especially in the realm
of  symbolic  language
a n d  s p i r i t u a l
psychology.

THE INFLUENCE OF
KABBALISTS ON
MASONIC
LITERATURE

Several  key  figures
h a v e  s h a p e d  t h e
i n t e g r a t i o n  o f
Kabbalistic  ideas  into
Mason ic  thought .
Eliphas Lévi,  a  19th-
c e n t u r y  F r e n c h
o c c u l t i s t ,  w a s
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i n s t r u m e n t a l  i n
synthesizing Kabbalah,
Hermet ic ism,  and
Freemasonry .  H is
works,  such  as  The
Doctrine and Ritual  of
High  Magic,  heavily
influenced  the  Masonic
and esoteric  circles of
h i s  t i m e .  L é v i
reimagined  the  Tarot
as a Kabbalistic book of
wisdom, and his ideas
were adopted by many
Masonic writers.
A l b e r t  P i k e ,  a n
American  lawyer  and
h i g h - r a n k i n g
Freemason,  wrote  the
seminal  work  Morals
and  Dogma  o f  the
Ancient  and  Accepted
S c o t t i s h  R i t e  o f
Freemasonry.  In  this
book,  Pike  extensively
references  Kabbalistic
concepts,  particularly
in the higher degrees.
He  in te rpre ts  the
M a s o n i c  d e g r e e s
through  a  Kabbalistic
lens,  linking  the  sefirot

t o  t h e  p l a n e t a r y
influences  and  the
degrees  of  initiation.
Pike's  work  remains  a
cornerstone of Scottish
Rite  Freemasonry  and
is  studied  by  Masons
who  seek  a  deeper
spiritual understanding
of their rituals.
Other  notable  figures
i n c l u d e  A r t h u r
Edward  Waite  and
Aleister  Crowley,
both  of  whom  wrote
extensively  on  both
K a b b a l a h  a n d
Freemasonry.  While
their  interpretations
w e r e  o f t e n
idiosyncratic,  they
contr ibuted  to  the
popu lar i zat ion  o f
Kabbalistic ideas within
esoteric  Freemasonry.
It is worth noting that
many traditional Jewish
Kabbalists  would  not
r e c o g n i z e  t h e s e
Christian  or  occult
a d a p t a t i o n s  a s
authentic  Kabbalah.
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Nevertheless,  these
adaptations have had a
profound impact on the
Western  eso te r i c
tradition as a whole.

MODERN
PERSPECTIVES
AND THE REVIVAL
OF INTEREST

In  recent  decades,
t h e r e  h a s  b e e n  a

significant  resurgence
of interest in both the
K a b b a l a h  a n d
Freemasonry.  The
Kabbalah  has  become
widely  popularized
through celebrities and
self-help books, though
this  often  dilutes  its
deep  and  demanding
nature.  At  the  same
time, Freem


