
How To Get To St Kilda Beach 1

How To Get To St Kilda Beach

How To Get To St Kilda Beach
Downloaded from everybodystreet.com

by Haiden & Long

INTRODUCTION TO ST KILDA BEACH AND ITS ALLURE

St  Kilda  Beach  is  one  of  Melbourne’s  most  beloved  coastal
destinations,  drawing locals  and tourists  alike  with  its  golden
sands, lively esplanade, stunning views of Port Phillip Bay, and
iconic pier. Whether you plan to swim, sunbathe, enjoy a leisurely
stroll, or explore the nearby restaurants and Luna Park, knowing
how  to  get  to  St  Kilda  Beach  efficiently  can  make  your  trip
much  more  enjoyable.  Melbourne  offers  a  range  of  transport
options, from public transit to cycling and driving, each with its
own advantages. This comprehensive guide will walk you through
every method, ensuring you arrive stress-free and ready to soak
up the coastal atmosphere.

WHY ST KILDA BEACH IS A MUST-VISIT DESTINATION

Located just about six kilometers south of Melbourne’s central
business district, St Kilda Beach is a vibrant hub of activity. The
beach itself is sheltered, making it ideal for families and novice
swimmers. Nearby attractions include the historic St Kilda Pier,
the St Kilda Sea Baths, and the famous little penguin colony at
the breakwater. The surrounding area is packed with cafes, bars,
and boutiques along Acland Street and Fitzroy Street. How to
get  to  St  Kilda  Beach  depends  largely  on  where  you  are
starting and your preferred mode of travel, but rest assured, it is
well-connected and easy to reach.

GETTING TO ST KILDA BEACH BY TRAM

The tram network is arguably the most scenic and convenient
way to reach St Kilda Beach from Melbourne’s city center. Trams
run  frequently  and  offer  a  relaxed  journey  through  some  of
Melbourne’s  most  characterful  neighborhoods.

Route 16: The Direct Option
Tram Route 16 runs from Kew via the city and continues all the
way to St Kilda Beach. Catch it from stops along Swanston Street
or St Kilda Road. The tram terminates at the junction of Fitzroy
Street and The Esplanade, placing you just a short walk from the
sand. This route is ideal if you are near Melbourne University, the
city center, or St Kilda Road.

Route 96: The Light Rail
Choice
Route 96 is a light rail service that connects East Brunswick to St
Kilda Beach via the city. It travels along Bourke Street, then turns
into St Kilda Road before reaching the beach. You can alight at
the stop near the corner of Fitzroy Street and The Esplanade. This
tram is especially popular because it runs along dedicated tracks,
making it faster during peak hours.

Route 12: A Scenic

Alternative
For  a  slightly  different  journey,  Tram Route  12 starts  at  Victoria
Gardens in Richmond and winds through the city before heading
to St Kilda. It follows St Kilda Road and then turns onto Fitzroy
Street,  dropping you close to the beach.  This  route offers lovely
views  of  the  Royal  Botanic  Gardens  and  the  Shrine  of
Remembrance along the way.

Tips for Tram Travel
Purchase a Myki card before boarding – you cannot buy
tickets on the tram.
Touch on at the green reader as you board and touch off at
the end of your journey.
Trams run every 10–20 minutes depending on the time of
day; check the PTV app for live updates.
During weekends and public holidays, tram frequency may
be reduced, so plan accordingly.

GETTING TO ST KILDA BEACH BY TRAIN

If you are coming from the suburbs or prefer rail travel, the train
network  offers  a  fast  and  efficient  option.  The  closest  railway
station to St Kilda Beach is Balaclava Station on the Sandringham
line.

From Flinders Street
Station
Take a Sandringham-bound train from Flinders Street or Southern
Cross. Alight at Balaclava Station, which is approximately a 15-
minute  walk  to  the  beach.  From the  station,  head  south  on
Carlisle Street, then turn right onto Barkly Street, and continue
until you reach the foreshore. Alternatively, you can catch a tram
from Balaclava Station (Routes 16 or 3a) for a quicker connection.

Alternative Train Options
Some  travelers  prefer  to  alight  at  Windsor  Station  on  the
Sandringham line, which is slightly closer to the northern end of
St Kilda.  From Windsor,  it  is  about a 20-minute walk through
residential streets to the beach. You can also transfer to a tram
(Route 5 or 64) that runs along Dandenong Road.

Train Travel Tips
Trains to Balaclava run frequently – about every 10 minutes
during peak times.
Use the PTV journey planner to find the best combination of
train and tram if needed.
If you are traveling with a bike, note that bikes are allowed
on trains outside peak hours.

GETTING TO ST KILDA BEACH BY BUS

Several bus routes serve St Kilda Beach, making it  accessible
from  various  parts  of  Melbourne.  While  buses  are  generally
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slower than trams or trains, they can be the most direct option
from certain suburbs.

Bus Route 246
Route 246 runs from Elsternwick to the city via St Kilda Beach. It
stops along Fitzroy Street, right near the beach. This bus is useful
if  you  are  coming  from the  inner  south-eastern  suburbs  like
Caulfield or Elsternwick.

Bus Route 600, 922, 923
These routes connect St Kilda Beach to the bayside suburbs of
Brighton, Hampton, and Sandringham. They terminate near the
St Kilda Marina, a short walk from the beach. If you are staying
along  the  coast,  these  buses  offer  a  scenic  ride  with  ocean
glimpses.

Bus Travel Tips
Buses also require a Myki card – remember to touch on and
off.
Check timetables as some bus routes run less frequently on
weekends.
Bus stops are clearly marked; the main stop for St Kilda
Beach is on Fitzroy Street near The Esplanade.

GETTING TO ST KILDA BEACH BY CAR

Driving offers flexibility, especially if you are visiting with family,
carrying  beach  gear,  or  planning  to  explore  nearby  areas.
However,  parking can be challenging,  especially  on weekends
and during summer.

Driving Routes from the
City
The most straightforward route from Melbourne’s CBD is via St
Kilda Road (Route 3) heading south. Stay on St Kilda Road as it
becomes Brighton Road after the intersection with Dandenong
Road. Turn left onto the Nepean Highway, then right onto Fitzroy
Street to reach the beachfront. Alternatively, take the Monash
Freeway (M1) and exit at Queens Way/Barkly Street.

Parking Options
Street parking: There are metered parking spaces along
The Esplanade, Beaconsfield Parade, and side streets. Pay
attention to time limits and permit zones.
Car parks: The St Kilda Sea Baths have a paid
underground car park (enter from Jacka Boulevard). Luna
Park also offers parking, though it fills quickly.
Free parking: Limited free parking is available further
away from the beach, such as along Fitzroy Street north of
Alma Road. Be prepared to walk 10–15 minutes.

Driving Tips
Avoid peak times (10am–3pm on weekends) to reduce hunt
for parking.
Use parking apps like PayStay or EasyPark to pay for street
parking digitally.
Check for special event restrictions – during festivals or

major events, parking can be severely limited.

GETTING TO ST KILDA BEACH BY BICYCLE

Melbourne is becoming increasingly bike-friendly, and cycling to
St Kilda Beach is a popular, healthy, and environmentally friendly
choice.  The  city  boasts  dedicated  bike  paths  that  make  the
journey safe and enjoyable.

The Capital City Trail
This shared-use path runs from the city along the Yarra River,
then connects to the Bay Trail. From Federation Square, follow
the bike path south along the south bank of the Yarra, then take
the Moonee Ponds Creek Trail or the St Kilda Junction path. The
entire ride is about 6 km and takes roughly 20–30 minutes.

The Bay Trail
Once  you  reach  St  Kilda,  the  Bay  Trail  continues  along  the
foreshore to Elwood, Brighton, and beyond. Cyclists can enjoy
unobstructed views of the bay. There are plenty of bike racks
near the beach, and some cafes offer bike parking.

Bicycle Hire
If  you do not have your own bike,  you can hire one through
Melbourne’s bike-sharing scheme (e.g., Lime or Neuron) or from
rental shops in St Kilda. Dockless e-bikes are widely available –
just download the app and unlock a bike near your location.

Cycling Tips
Wear a helmet – it is mandatory in Victoria.
Use lights if riding at dusk or night.
Stick to designated bike paths to avoid traffic.

GETTING TO ST KILDA BEACH ON FOOT

For those staying in nearby suburbs or wanting a pleasant walk,
reaching St Kilda Beach on foot is entirely feasible. The beach is
well-connected by footpaths and the foreshore promenade.

Walking from the City
While walking from Melbourne’s CBD (about 1.5 hours) might be
too long for a casual trip, you can combine a tram or train ride
with  a  shorter  walk.  For  example,  get  off  at  Prahran  or  South
Yarra and walk the remaining distance through beautiful streets
like Domain Road or across the Albert Park lake.

Walking from St Kilda
Junction
Many visitors walk from St Kilda Junction (where St Kilda Road
meets Dandenong Road). From there, it is a 20-minute walk along
Fitzroy Street to the beach. The street is lined with shops and
cafes, making the stroll enjoyable.

GETTING TO ST KILDA BEACH BY RIDE-SHARE OR TAXI

If  you prefer door-to-door service, ride-sharing apps like Uber,
Didi, and Ola operate extensively in Melbourne. Taxis are also
available  but  can  be  more  expensive.  A  ride  from  the  CBD
typically  costs  $15–25  AUD  depending  on  time  and  traffic,  and
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takes 15–25 minutes. This option is best for groups or late-night
returns when public transport is less frequent.

ACCESSIBILITY CONSIDERATIONS

St Kilda Beach is accessible for people with mobility challenges.
The St Kilda Sea Baths include wheelchair-accessible changing
rooms and a ramp to the beach. Tram stops near the beach are
low-floor accessible, and there are designated accessible parking
spaces  near  the  foreshore.  If  you  require  specific  assistance,
contact  the  St  Kilda  Visitor  Information  Centre  in  advance.

BEST TIME TO TRAVEL TO ST KILDA BEACH

The  time  of  day  and  week  can  greatly  affect  your  journey.
Summer weekends are the busiest – expect crowded trams and
limited parking. Weekday mornings are ideal for a quiet visit. If
you are using public transport, avoid the afternoon school rush
(3–4pm)  when  trams  and  trains  can  be  packed.  Spring  and
autumn  offer  pleasant  weather  with  fewer  crowds,  making  your
trip more relaxed.

COMBINING MODES OF TRANSPORT

Often the best how to get to St Kilda Beach solution involves
combining different modes. For instance, you could take a train to
Balaclava, then a short tram ride to the beach. Or drive to a park-
and-ride  facility  near  a  tram  stop,  then  continue  by  public
transport. The PTV app allows you to plan multi-modal journeys
with real-time updates.

CONCLUSION

St Kilda Beach is wonderfully accessible no matter your preferred
mode of travel.  From the iconic trams and efficient trains to the
freedom  of  driving  or  the  health  benefits  of  cycling,  there  is  a
method  to  suit  every  visitor.  By  planning  your  route  ahead,
checking timetables,  and considering factors  like  parking and
crowds, you can ensure your day at the beach is smooth from
start  to  finish.  Whether  you  are  a  first-time  visitor  or  a  local
seeking a weekend escape, knowing how to get to St Kilda
Beach  is  the first  step toward a memorable coastal  experience.
Pack your sunscreen, grab your My


