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INTRODUCTION:
THE WORLD OF
HIERONYMUS
"HARRY" BOSCH

Few  characters  in
modern  crime  fiction
are as iconic, enduring,
or  deeply  compelling
as Hieronymus "Harry"
Bosch. Created by the
masterful  Michael
Connelly,  Harry  Bosch
is a Los Angeles Police
Department  detective
who  first  appeared  in
the  1992  novel  The
Black Echo. Since then,

Bosch has become the
c e n t e r p i e c e  o f  a
sprawling,  critically
acclaimed  series  that
s p a n s  d e c a d e s ,
chronicles  his  career
from hotshot detective
to  ret i red  pr ivate
invest igator ,  and
explores  the  gritty,
s u n - b l e a c h e d
underbe l ly  o f  Los
Angeles.
For  newcomers,  the
sheer volume of books
can feel overwhelming.
W i th  ove r  twenty
novels,  several  short
s t o r i e s ,  a n d  a
successful  television
adaptation,  knowing
where  to  start  is  a
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common  challenge.
More  specifically,
understanding  the
Michael  Connelly
Harry  Bosch  series
in order  is crucial for
getting the most out of
the  narrative.  While
you  can  technically
pick  up  almost  any
book and enjoy a self-
contained mystery, the
character's growth, his
relationships,  and  the
long-term  story  arcs
are  best  appreciated
w h e n  r e a d
sequential ly.
This  comprehensive
guide  will  walk  you
through  the  correct
reading  order  for  the
Harry Bosch series. We
w i l l  e x p l o r e  t h e
chronological  versus
publ icat ion  order,
highlight  essential
novels  and  recurring
characters, and discuss
h o w  t h e  B o s c h
universe  expands
through  spin-offs

featuring Mickey Haller
(The  Lincoln  Lawyer)
and  Renée  Ballard.
Whether  you  are  a
first-time  reader
looking  for  a  starting
point or a long-time fan
wanting  to  revisit  the
series,  this  article  will
serve as your definitive
road  map  through
Connelly's  masterful
literary  landscape.

WHY READING THE
SERIES IN ORDER
MATTERS

The Michael Connelly
Harry  Bosch  series
in order is not merely
a  list  of  titles;  it  is  a
timeline of a man's life.
B o s c h  e v o l v e s
significantly  over  the
course  of  the  novels.
He starts  as a young,
intense  detective  in
Hollywood  Division,
h a u n t e d  b y  h i s
mother's  murder  and
his service as a "tunnel
rat"  in  the  Vietnam



Michael Connelly Harry Bosch Series In Order 3

3

War.  As  the  ser ies
progresses, he ages in
real-time,  marries,
becomes  a  father,
retires, returns to work,
and  eventually  moves
i n t o  a  p r i v a t e
investigator  role.
Reading the series out
of  order  could  spoil
c ruc ia l  character
developments.  For
instance,  a  plot  point
f rom  a  later  novel
might reference a case
solved  in  an  earlier
one. More importantly,
witnessing  Bosch's
personal  journey—his
s t r u g g l e s  w i t h
authority, his relentless
pursuit  of  justice,  and
h i s  c o m p l i c a t e d
relationships  with  his
daughter  Maddie  and
his half-brother Mickey
H a l l e r — i s  t h e
emotional  core  of  the
series.  Understanding
the Michael Connelly
Harry  Bosch  series
in order allows you to

experience this journey
authentically,  just  as
Connelly  intended.

THE DEFINITIVE
HARRY BOSCH
BOOK LIST
(PUBLICATION
ORDER)

T h e  m o s t  w i d e l y
a c c e p t e d  a n d
recommended  way  to
read  the  Michael
C o n n e l l y  H a r r y
Bosch  se r i es  i n
order is by publication
date. This is the order
in  which  Connel ly
w r o t e  t h e  b o o k s ,
meaning  the  prose
s t y l e ,  c u l t u r a l
r e f e r e n c e s ,  a n d
narrat ive  threads
evolve naturally. Below
is  the  comprehensive
list  of  the main Harry
B o s c h  n o v e l s  i n
publication  order.
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The Early
Years:
The
Foundatio
n of a

Legend
The Black Echo1.
(1992) – Bosch's
first case
involves a dead
body found in a
drainpipe,
leading him back
to his days as a
tunnel rat in
Vietnam. This
novel won the
Edgar Award for
Best First Novel
and introduces
the character's
core ethos.
The Black Ice2.

(1993) – Bosch
investigates a
suspicious
suicide of a
police officer,
uncovering a
drug smuggling
operation that
stretches across
the border.
The Concrete3.
Blonde (1994) –
Bosch is sued for
one of his
previous
shootings while a
serial killer
known as the
"Dollmaker" may
still be active.
This novel
solidifies the
theme of Bosch
being caught
between justice
and the system.
The Last4.
Coyote (1995) –
After being
forced into a
psychological
leave following
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an assault on a
superior, Bosch
reopens the cold
case of his
mother's murder.
This is a deeply
personal and
pivotal novel in
the series.
Trunk Music5.
(1997) – Bosch
investigates a
murder-for-hire
case linked to
the Las Vegas
mob, while also
dealing with the
complications of
a new romance.
Angels Flight6.
(1999) – The
murder of a
prominent civil
rights attorney
pulls Bosch into a
politically
charged
investigation
involving racism
within the LAPD.
A Darkness7.
More Than

Night (2001) –
This novel is a
crossover
featuring both
Harry Bosch and
FBI profiler Terry
McCaleb (from
Connelly's Blood
Work).
Technically, it is
a Bosch novel
but shares the
spotlight.

The
Middle
Career:
Family,
Struggles
, and New
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Beginning
s

City of Bones8.
(2002) – The
discovery of a
child's skeleton
in the Hollywood
Hills opens a cold
case that has
haunted the city
for decades. This
is often cited by
fans as one of
the best entries
in the series.
Lost Light9.
(2003) – Bosch is
now retired from
the LAPD and
working as a
private
investigator. He
reopens a case
involving a
murder and a
movie set
robbery that was
never solved.
The Narrows10.

(2004) – This
novel is a direct
sequel to
Connelly's
standalone novel
The Poet. Bosch
crosses paths
with the
terrifying serial
killer known as
"The Poet," and
the book also
deepens the
relationship
between Bosch
and FBI Agent
Rachel Walling.
The Closers11.
(2005) – Bosch
returns to the
LAPD in a new
cold case unit.
He tackles a
murder case
from 1988 that
involves a
potential DNA
link and racial
tensions.
Echo Park12.
(2006) – This
novel revisits a
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case from
Bosch's past that
he failed to
solve. When a
confession
emerges, Bosch
must confront
the possibility
that he sent the
wrong man to
prison.
The Overlook13.
(2007) – Initially
published as a
serial in the New
York Times
Magazine, this
novel places
Bosch and
Rachel Walling
on the scene of a
murder involving
stolen
radioactive
material with
national security
implications.
Nine Dragons14.
(2009) – Bosch's
investigation into
a liquor store
murder draws

him into the
dangerous world
of Chinese
organized crime.
Crucially, this
novel involves
his daughter
Maddie in a very
personal and
threatening way.
The Drop (2011)15.
– Bosch is now
working in the
Open/Unsolved
Unit. He
investigates a
cold case that
ties a city
councilman to a
decades-old
murder, while
also dealing with
an active case
involving a
"drop" (a body
falling from a
height).
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The Later
Years:
Legacy
and

Maturity
The Black Box16.
(2012) – Bosch
reopens a 20-
year-old murder
case from the
1992 Los Angeles
riots. This novel
won the Macavity
Award for Best
Mystery Novel.
The Burning17.
Room (2014) –
One of the most
unique entries in
the series, Bosch
investigates a
murder where
the victim died of
a bullet wound
inflicted ten

years prior.
Bosch is now
training a new
partner,
Detective Lucia
Soto.
The Crossing18.
(2015) – Bosch
has officially
retired from the
LAPD and is now
working as a
private
investigator. He
is hired by his
half-brother,
defense attorney
Mickey Haller, to
investigate a
case. This novel
explicitly moves
Bosch into the
"PI" phase of his
career.
The Wrong19.
Side of
Goodbye (2016)
– Bosch works on
two cases
simultaneously: a
cold case for a
wealthy family
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and a serial
rapist
investigation for
a small police
department in
San Fernando.
Two Kinds of20.
Truth (2017) –
Bosch works as a
PI for the San
Fernando Police
Department
while also facing
a lawsuit from
the past that
threatens his
pension and
legacy.
Dark Sacred21.
Night (2018) –
This is the first
novel to feature
Renée Ballard, a
younger LAPD
detective, as a
co-lead. Bosch,
working as a PI,
partners with
Ballard to solve a
cold case
involving a
missing girl.

The Night Fire22.
(2019) – Bosch
and Ballard team
up again to
investigate a
cold case that
was given to
Bosch by the
widow of a
deceased
mentor. The
mystery involves
a murder, a
stolen book, and
judicial
corruption.
The Law of23.
Innocence
(2020) – This is a
Lincoln Lawyer
novel featuring
Mickey Haller,
but Harry Bosch
plays a
significant
supporting role
as Haller's
investigator and
brother. It is
essential reading
for Bosch fans.
Desert Star24.
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(2022) – Bosch
returns to the
LAPD as a
volunteer cold
case investigator
under the new
model of the
department. He
and Ballard work
two major cases:
a family
annihilation and
a serial killer
from the past.
The Waiting25.
(2024) – The
latest entry in
the series. Bosch
continues his
cold case work,
and the novel
explores the
legacy of Bosch's
work through his
daughter Maddie,
who is now a
police officer
herself.

CHRONOLOGICAL
ORDER VS.

PUBLICATION
ORDER: WHAT
SHOULD YOU
CHOOSE?

When  researching  the
Michael  Connelly
Harry  Bosch  series
in  order ,  you  may
encounter two different
lists:  publication  order
and  chronological
o r d e r .  F o r  m o s t
readers,  publication
order is the strongly
recommended  path.
T h i s  i s  b e c a u s e
Connelly  wrote  the
n o v e l s  w i t h  t h e
a s s u m p t i o n  t h a t
readers  were  familiar
with  previous  books.
Characters fade in and
out, relationships grow,
and  the  world  of  Los
Angeles  changes  over
time.
H o w e v e r ,  a
chronological  order
exists  based  on  the
timeline  within  the
novels.  For  instance,
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The Black Echo is set in
1992, and The Waiting
is  set  in  2024.  The
books  generally  follow
the real-world timeline,
b u t  t h e r e  a r e
occasional  flashbacks
or references to earlier
cases .  Reading  in
chronological  story
order is possible, but it
r e q u i r e s  c a r e f u l
navigation  and  offers
no  significant
advantage  over  the
publication  order.  The
story unfolds as it was
written  for  a  reason.
F o r  t h e  b e s t
exper ience  of  the
Michael  Connelly
Harry  Bosch  series
in order,  simply start
with  The  Black  Echo
and read forward.

UNDERSTANDING
THE EXPANDED
BOSCH UNIVERSE

Harry  Bosch  does  not
exist  in  a  vacuum.
Michael  Connelly  has

c r e a t e d  a  r i c h ,
interconnected  literary
u n i v e r s e .
Understanding  how
Bosch  fits  into  this
universe is part of the
joy  of  reading  the
Michael  Connelly
Harry  Bosch  series
in  order.

The
Mickey
Haller
Connectio
n
Mickey  Haller,  known
a s  " T h e  L i n c o l n
Lawyer,"  is  Bosch's
half-brother.  They
share the same father.
The  Ha l l e r  se r i es
includes  novels  like
The  Lincoln  Lawyer,
The Brass Verdict, The
Reversal,  The  Fifth
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Witness,  The  Gods  of
G u i l t ,  T h e  L a w  o f
I n n o c e n c e ,  a n d
Resurrection  Walk.
While Bosch appears in
several of these novels
( e s p e c i a l l y  T h e
Reversal  and The Law
of Innocence), the two
series  can  be  read
i n d e p e n d e n t l y .
H o w e v e r ,  f o r  a
c o m p l e t e
understanding  of  both
characters,  reading
these  books  alongside
the  Bosch  series  is
rewarding.

The
Renée
Ballard
Series
Renée  Bal lard  is  a
younger detective who
works the "Late Show"
(the night shift) at the

LAPD. She first appears
in  The  Late  Show,  a
standalone  novel  that
i n t r o d u c e s  h e r
character.  She  later
teams up with Bosch in
Dark Sacred Night, The
Night Fire,  and Desert
S t a r .  B a l l a r d
represents  the  future
of  the  crime-fighting
legacy that Bosch built.
When  read ing  the
Michael  Connelly
Harry  Bosch  series
in  order ,  you  wi l l
encounter  Bal lard
starting  around  book
21.  She  is  a  fantastic
character  in  her  own
r i g h t ,  a n d  h e r
partnership with Bosch
revitalizes the series.

Short
Stories
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and
Novellas
Connel ly  has  a lso
written  several  short
stories featuring Harry
B o s c h .  W h i l e  n o t

essential  to  the  main
plot,  they  offer
additional  insight  into
his  character.  Stories
l i k e  " A n g l e  o f
Investigation," "Suicide
Run,"  and  "The  Safe
Man" can be found in
collections.  For  the
standard


