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INTRODUCTION:
THE
UNFORGETTABLE
STORY OF A
YOUNG SURVIVOR

The Holocaust remains
one  of  the  darkest
chapters  in  human

h i s t o ry ,  a  pe r i od
defined  by
unimaginable  cruelty
and  loss.  Yet  within
that  vast  tragedy,
there  are  individual
stories  of  resilience,
c o u r a g e ,  a n d
improbable  salvation.
One such story is told
in  the  memoir  The
Boy on the Wooden
B o x :  H o w  t h e
Impossible  Became
P o s s i b l e  o n
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Schindler's  List  by
Leon Leyson. This book
is  not  a  series  but  a
singular,  powerful
account  that  offers  a
d e e p l y  p e r s o n a l
perspective  on  the
h o r r o r s  o f  t h e
Holocaust  and  the
extraordinary humanity
of Oskar Schindler. The
narrative  centers  on
Leon Leyson, who was
the  youngest  person
on  Schindler’s  famous
l i s t .  H i s  t a l e  i s  a
testament to how hope
can survive even in the
m o s t  d e s p e r a t e
circumstances,  and
how one man’s actions
c a n  m a k e  t h e
impossible  become
possible.  This  article
delves  into  the  key
themes,  historical
context,  and  lasting
i m p a c t  o f  t h i s
remarkable  memoir,
e x p l o r i n g  w h y  i t
remains  an  essential
read for understanding

the human capacity for
both evil and good.

THE AUTHOR:
LEON LEYSON –
THE BOY BEHIND
THE NAME

Leon Leyson was born
in  1929  in  the  small
P o l i s h  t o w n  o f
Narewka .  H i s  l i f e
before  the  war  was
simple  and  happy,
filled  with  family  and
community.  When  the
Nazis  invaded  Poland
in 1939, his world was
shattered.  The  family
was  forced  into  the
Krakow  ghetto,  then
later  to  the  Plaszow
labor  camp.  I t  was
there  that  Leon ’s
father  managed  to
secure a job at  Oskar
S c h i n d l e r ’ s
enamelware  factory.
Leon  himself,  at  the
age of ten, was able to
assist his father in the
f a c t o r y ,  w h i c h
ultimately  placed  him



The Boy On The Wooden Box How The Impossible
Became Possible On Schindlers List No Series 3

3

on the famous list that
saved his life. The title
T h e  B o y  o n  t h e
Wooden Box refers to
a  literal  wooden  box
that  Leon  used  as  a
platform  to  reach  the
mach ine ry  i n  t he
factory, symbolizing his
small  stature  and  the
humble  beginning  of
h i s  s u r v i v a l .  H i s
memoir,  published
posthumously in 2013,
is  a  testament  to  his
desire  to  preserve his
s t o r y  f o r  f u t u r e
generations.  Readers
searching for "The Boy
on  the  Wooden  Box:
How  the  Impossible
Became  Possible  on
Schindler's  List  No
Series"  will  find  a
single,  standalone
volume  that  packs
immense  emotional
weight.

THE HISTORICAL
BACKDROP: THE

HOLOCAUST AND
OSKAR SCHINDLER

Understa
nding the
Context
of
Schindler’
s List
To  fully  appreciate
Leon Leyson’s story, it
i s  e s s e n t i a l  t o
u n d e r s t a n d  t h e
historical  context.
Oskar Schindler was a
German  industrialist
and a  member of  the
Nazi  party  who  saved
t h e  l i v e s  o f
approximately  1,200
J e w s  d u r i n g  t h e
H o l o c a u s t  b y
employing them in his
factories. His story was
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famously  depicted  in
Steven  Spielberg’s  film
“Schindler’s  List,”  but
there  is  a  profound
difference  between
watching a movie and
reading  a  first-hand
account. The book The
Boy on the Wooden
Box  offers  a  granular
view of daily life in the
c a m p s  a n d  t h e
constant  threat  of
death  that  permeated
every moment. It strips
away  any  cinematic
glamour  and  presents
the  raw  rea l i ty  o f
hunger,  terror,  and
loss. The phrase “how
the impossible became
possible”  in  the  title
speaks  directly  to  the
unimaginable  odds
aga ins t  su rv iva l .
S c h i n d l e r ’ s
intervention was not a
guarantee;  it  was  a
fragile  thread  that
could have snapped at
any moment. Leyson’s
n a r r a t i v e  m a k e s

readers  f ee l  tha t
p r e c a r i o u s n e s s
intimately.

The Role
of the
Schindlerj
uden
The  Jews  saved  by
Schindler are known as
the  Schindlerjuden.
Leon  Leyson  was  the
youngest among them.
His memoir provides a
unique  perspective
because  i t  is  seen
through the eyes of a
child. While many adult
survivors  focus  on
s y s t e m a t i c
persecution,  Leyson
also  captures  small
moments  of  childhood
wonder  and  fear.  He
describes  the  wooden
box  he  stood  on  to
operate machinery, the
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kindness of Schindler’s
wife  Emilie,  and  the
constant  presence  of
violence.  The  book
does  not  shy  away
f r o m  t h e  m o r a l
complexities: Schindler
was not a saint but a
flawed  man  who  made
a  conscious  choice  to
resist the Nazi regime.
Leyson  never  deifies
Schindler  but  respects
him as a human being
who  rose  to  a  heroic
level when it mattered
most.  This  nuanced
portrayal  enriches  the
understanding  of  the
“impossible” nature of
their salvation.

KEY THEMES IN
THE BOY ON THE
WOODEN BOX

Resilienc

e and the
Will to
Survive
O n e  o f  t h e  m o s t
pervasive  themes  in
Leyson’s  memoir  is
resilience.  The  Leyson
family  endured  forced
relocation,  separation,
starvation,  and  the
constant  threat  of
execution.  Yet  they
found  ways  to  adapt
a n d  p r o t e c t  o n e
another. Leon’s mother
managed  to  keep  the
family  together  in  the
ghe t to ,  wh i l e  h i s
father’s  connection  to
Schindler  provided  a
lifeline.  Leon  himself
showed  incredible
courage,  often  taking
r i s k s  t o  h e l p  h i s
siblings  and  friends.
T h e  m e m o i r
demonstrates  that
survival  was  not  just
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about chance but also
a b o u t  i n t e r n a l
strength.  The  phrase
“how  the  impossible
became  possible”  is
no t  hype rbo le ;  i t
reflects  the  literal
mi rac le  o f  a  ch i ld
surviving  a  system
designed  to  annihilate
him.  Leyson’s  story
teaches  readers  that
even  when  all  hope
seems lost, the human
spirit can endure.

Humanity
in the
Midst of
Inhumani
ty
Another central theme
is  the  capacity  for
k i n d n e s s  a m i d
profound cruelty. Oskar
S c h i n d l e r  i s  t h e

obvious  example,  but
Leyson  also  highlights
many  smaller  acts  of
decency  from  other
prisoners  and  even
s o m e  g u a r d s .  H e
recounts  moments
w h e n  a  n e i g h b o r
shared bread, or when
a  worker  helped  him
hide.  These acts  were
risky and rare, but they
illustrate that goodness
could  still  exist.  The
book also portrays the
Leyson  family’s  own
humanity—the  way
they  clung  to  their
moral  values  despite
dehumanization.  For
i n s t a n c e ,  L e o n ’ s
mother  insisted  on
maintaining cleanliness
and  dignity,  even  in
the  squalor  of  the
camp.  These  details
g i v e  t h e  s t o r y  a
richness  that  goes
beyond  mere  survival
statistics.  They  make
the  “ imposs ib le”
possible  in  a  moral
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sense  as  well.

The
Power of
Perspecti
ve: A
Child’s
View
Since Leon Leyson was
only a child during the
events, his perspective
is unique. He does not
pretend to have a full
understanding  of  the
political  or  military
context.  Instead,  he
focuses  on  what  he
saw,  heard,  and  felt.
This  approach  makes
t h e  n a r r a t i v e
accessible  and  deeply
m o v i n g .  Y o u n g
readers, especially, can
relate to his confusion,

fear,  and  occasional
moments  of  joy.  The
memoir also highlights
the innocence that was
stolen  from  him  and
others like him. When
h e  d e s c r i b e s  t h e
wooden  box—the  tool
that  saved  his  life—it
becomes  a  symbol  of
both  vulnerability  and
resourcefulness. It is a
simple  object  that
c a r r i e s  i m m e n s e
m e a n i n g .  T h i s
perspective is why the
book is often taught in
schools as a primer on
the Holocaust.  It  does
not  overwhelm  with
statistics  but  instead
tells  a  story  that  is
both  int imate  and
universal.

STRUCTURE OF
THE MEMOIR: HOW
THE STORY
UNFOLDS

T h e  b o o k  i s
c h r o n o l o g i c a l ,
b e g i n n i n g  w i t h



8

8 The Boy On The Wooden Box How The
Impossible Became Possible On Schindlers

List No Series

2024-01-27

Leyson’s  early  life  in
Narewka and gradually
moving to the Krakow
ghetto,  the  Plaszow
camp,  and  finally  to
Schindler’s  factory.
Each  chapter  builds
tension  and  despair,
but  also  moments  of
relief.  The  narrative
does  not  end  wi th
l iberation;  Leyson
continues  with  the
post-war  struggles  of
rebuilding  a  life.  This
completeness is one of
the  strengths  of  The
Boy on the Wooden
Box .  I t  shows  that
survival  was  only  the
first  step.  The  family
eventually  emigrated
to  the  United  States,
where Leon became a
teacher. His decision to
share his story later in
l i f e  i s  p a r t  o f  h i s
legacy. The phrase “No
Series”  in  the  search
phrase  clarifies  that
this is not a multi-book
franchise but a single,

complete  account.
Readers  looking  for  a
concise  yet  powerful
Holocaust  memoir  will
find  everything  they
n e e d  i n  t h i s  o n e
volume.

WHY THIS BOOK
MATTERS TODAY

Education
al Value
I n  a n  a g e  w h e r e
Holocaust  denial  and
distort ion  are  st i l l
present,  first-person
accounts  like  this  are
invaluable.  The  Boy
on the Wooden Box
is  often  assigned  in
middle and high school
classrooms  because  it
is  age-appropriate  yet
unflinching.  It  provides
a  h u m a n  f a c e  t o
history,  making  i t
harder  to  reduce  the
H o l o c a u s t  t o
abstraction.  Teachers
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use the book to discuss
themes  of  prejudice,
resistance, and ethical
responsibil ity.  The
story  of  how one boy
o n  a  w o o d e n  b o x
survived  against  all
odds  invites  students
to  consider  what  they
would  do  in  similar
circumstances.  It  also
promotes empathy and
a  d e e p e r
unders tand ing  o f
h i s to ry ’s  darkest
moments.  By  reading
Leyson’s  words,  we
honor  the  memory  of
those  who  were  lost
a n d  t h o s e  w h o
survived.

Humanizi
ng the
Numbers
We often speak of six
million Jews murdered,
but numbers can numb

t h e  m i n d .  L e o n
Leyson ’ s  memo i r
reminds us that behind
each  number  was  a
person  with  dreams,
fears, and a family. The
book details the loss of
his  brother  and  other
relatives,  showing  the
personal  cost  of  the
Ho locaus t .  When
readers learn about his
sister’s  death  or  his
father’s struggles, they
feel  the weight of  the
t r a g e d y .  T h i s
humanization is crucial
for  combatting  apathy
and hatred today. The
p h r a s e  “ h o w  t h e
impossible  became
possible”  can  also  be
applied  to  the  very
existence  of  such  a
memoir—impossible
that  one  child  could
survive to tell the tale,
yet here it is.
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A
Testamen
t to the
Goodness
of
Ordinary

People
While  Oskar  Schindler
is  celebrated,  Leyson
also  emphasizes  that
e v e r y d a y  a c t s  o f
k i n d n e s s  m a d e  a
difference. He recounts
how  a  non - Jew ish
neighbor  warned  his
family of an impending
roundup,  or  how  a
fellow  prisoner  shared
a crust of bread. These
small  deeds  are  often
overlooked  in  grand
narratives  of  heroes

and  villains,  but  they
a r e  t h e  f a b r i c  o f
survival.  The  book
encourages readers to
recognize  the  power
they  have  to  he lp
others,  even  in  small
ways.  In  a  world  filled
with  division,  such
lessons  are  timeless.
“ T h e  B o y  o n  t h e
Wooden Box”  is  more
than a Holocaust story;
i t  i s  a  g u i d e  t o
maintaining  humanity
under  pressure.

COMPARING THE
BOOK TO OTHER
HOLOCAUST
MEMOIRS

T h e r e  a r e  m a n y
excellent  Holocaust
memoirs,  from  Elie
Wiesel’s Night to Primo
Lev i ’ s  Surv iva l  in
Auschwitz.  What  sets
Leyson’s account apart
i s  i t s  y o u t h f u l
perspective  and  its
focus on the Schindler
story  from  a  child’s
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v iew.  Whi le  o ther
b o o k s  a r e  m o r e
p h i l o s o p h i c a l  o r
analytical,  Leyson’s  is
straightforward  and
emotional. He does not
attempt to explain the
evil  of  the  Nazis;  he
simply  records  what
happened  to  him  and
his  loved  ones.  This
raw honesty gives the
book  a  unique  power.
For readers who want a
s tory  that  i s  both
harrowing and hopeful,
and  who  specifically
seek The Boy on the
Wooden  Box:  How
t h e  I m p o s s i b l e
Became Possible on
Schindler’s  List  (No
Series),  this  memoir
offers  a  complete
journey.  It  does  not
require  background
reading; it stands alone
as  a  tes tament  to
resil ience.

KEY LESSONS

FROM THE BOOK

Never
underestimate
the power of
one person’s
actions: Oskar
Schindler’s
decision to save
Jews changed the
course of many
lives. Leyson’s
story shows that
a single
individual can
make a profound
difference.
Survival
requires
adaptability:
Leon learned to
work at a young
age, to hide his
fear, and to take
advantage of
opportunities
when they
appeared. The
“wooden box”
symbolizes the
small
adaptations that
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made survival
possible.
Family bonds
are a lifeline:
The Leysons
supported each
other through
unimaginable
trauma. Their
unity provided
emotional
strength that
helped them
endure.
Memory is a
duty: By telling
his story, Leyson
ensured that the
atrocities would
not be forgotten
and that the lives
of those who
perished would
be honored.
Hope can exist
in darkness:
Even in the
camps, Leon
found moments
of beauty—a kind
word, a shared
piece of food, a

sense of
solidarity. These
small lights kept
his spirit alive.

THE LEGACY OF
LEON LEYSON

Leon  Leyson  passed
away in 2013, but his
book  cont inues  to
i n s p i r e  r e a d e r s
worldwide.  He  spent
his final years speaking
t o  s t u d e n t s  a n d
community  groups,
determined  to  share
his  experience.  The
p h r a s e  “ h o w  t h e
impossible  became
possible” is not just a
catchy  subt i t le;  i t
encapsulates his entire
existence. The fact that
he lived to tell his story
is a miracle. His legacy
is a reminder that we
e a c h  h a v e  a
responsibility  to  stand
up against injustice, no
matter  how  small  we
may feel.  The wooden
box is a metaphor for
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the modest tools we all
have—our  voices,  our
a c t i o n s ,  o u r
courage—to  make  a
difference.  In  a  world
where  the  impossible
often seems just  that,
Leyson’s  life  proves
that  sometimes,  by  a
combination  of  luck,
resil ience,  and  the

goodness of others, the
impossible can become
reality.

WHY YOU SHOULD
READ THIS BOOK

If you are looking for a
Holocaust memoir that
is  accessible,  deeply
m o v i n g ,  a n d
historically significant,


