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INTRODUCTION:
THE CALL OF THE
WILD

There  is  something
primal that stirs within
u s  w h e n  w e
c o n t e m p l a t e  t h e
untamed corners of our
planet.  The  phrase
Wild  Beasts  And
Where To Find Them
evokes  images  o f
d e n s e  j u n g l e s ,
sprawling  savannahs,
frozen  tundras,  and
deep oceans. It is a call
t o  a d v e n t u r e ,  a
reminder  that  despite
our modern cities and
digital lives, the natural

world  still  pulses  with
ancient  rhythms.  For
centuries,  humans
h a v e  b e e n  b o t h
terrified and fascinated
by large predators and
formidable  creatures.
Today, that fascination
drives  ecotourism,
conservation  efforts,
and  a  deep  desire  to
witness  these  animals
in their native habitats.
This  article  serves  as
your  comprehensive
guide to understanding
the world's most iconic
wild  beasts  and  the
specific  locations
where you can observe
them  respectfully  and
safely.
Whether  you  are  a
seasoned  wi ld l i fe

https://everybodystreet.com/


2

2 Wild Beasts And Where To Find
Them

2024-01-25

enthusiast or a curious
traveler  planning  your
first  safari,  knowing
where to go and what
to expect  is  essential.
W e  w i l l  e x p l o r e
c o n t i n e n t s  a n d
ecosystems,  from  the
African  savannah  to
t h e  A r c t i c  i c e ,
uncovering the habits,
h a b i t a t s ,  a n d
conservation  statuses
of  these  magnificent
animals.  Our  journey
will  not  only  highlight
the  geography  o f
w i l d l i f e  b u t  a l s o
e m p h a s i z e  t h e
i m p o r t a n c e  o f
responsible  tourism.
The goal is to inspire a
deeper appreciation for
biodiversity  and  to
encourage  practices
that  protect  these
c r e a t u r e s  f o r
generations  to  come.
S o ,  p a c k  y o u r
binoculars,  ready your
camera, and prepare to
d i scover  the  t rue

m e a n i n g  o f  Wi ld
Beasts  And  Where
To  Find  Them.

THE MAJESTIC
CATS OF AFRICA:
LIONS, LEOPARDS,
AND CHEETAHS

The
African
Lion: King
of the
Savanna
No list of wild beasts is
complete  without  the
African  lion.  As  the
second-largest  big  cat
in the world, the lion is
synonymous  w i th
power  and  soc i a l
structure.  Unlike other
big  cats,  lions  live  in
pr ides ,  wh ich  are
complex  family  units
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consisting  of  related
females,  their  cubs,
and a small number of
adult  males.  To  find
lions in the wild,  your
best destination is East
or Southern Africa.
Where  to  find  them:
The Serengeti National
Park  in  Tanzania  and
t h e  M a a s a i  M a r a
National  Reserve  in
Kenya  offer  some  of
the  most  reliable  lion
sightings in the world.
The  vast  grasslands
support  an  enormous
population  of  prey
animals,  including
zebras,  wildebeests,
and  gazelles.  Another
prime location is South
Africa's Kruger National
Park,  which  is  easily
accessible  and  boasts
a high density of lions.
For  a  more  exclusive
experience,  consider
Botswana's  Okavango
Delta, where lions have
adapted  to  hunting  in
swampy conditions.

When  observing  lions,
patience  is  key.  They
spend up to 20 hours a
day  resting,  but  the
early morning and late
afternoon  hours  are
when  they  are  most
active.  The  thrill  of
hearing a  lion  roar  at
d a w n  i s  a n
u n f o r g e t t a b l e
experience  that  truly
embodies the spirit  of
Wild  Beasts  And
W h e r e  T o  F i n d
Them .

The
Elusive
Leopard:
Master of
Stealth
If  the lion is the king,
the  leopard  is  the
ghost  of  the  bush.
Renowned  f o r  i t s
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solitary  nature  and
incredible  ability  to
b l e n d  i n t o  t h e
b a c k g r o u n d ,  t h e
leopard  is  often  the
most challenging of the
big cats to spot. Their
spotted  coats  provide
perfect  camouflage  in
dappled light, and they
are  expert  climbers,
often  dragging  their
kills into trees to avoid
s c a v e n g e r s  l i k e
hyenas.
Where  to  find  them:
For  the  best  leopard
sight ings,  head  to
South  Africa's  Sabi
Sand  Game  Reserve,
which  borders  Kruger
National  Park.  The
g u i d e s  h e r e  a r e
exceptionally skilled at
tracking leopards,  and
the  density  of  these
cats  is  remarkably
high. Another excellent
location  is  Sri  Lanka's
Yala  National  Park,
which  has  one  of  the
highest  densities  of

leopards  in  the world.
In  India,  you  can  find
the  Indian  leopard  in
p l a c e s  l i k e
Ranthambore  National
Park and Bandhavgarh
National Park.
L e o p a r d s  a r e
crepuscular,  meaning
they  are  most  active
during dawn and dusk.
A  guided  night  drive
significantly  increases
your chances of seeing
one on the move.

The
Cheetah:
Speed
Personifie
d
The  cheetah  is  the
fastest  land  animal,
capable  of  reaching
speeds  of  up  to  70
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miles per hour in short
bursts. Unlike lions and
leopards,  cheetahs
h a v e  a  d i s t i n c t
morphology  built  for
speed:  a  lightweight
frame,  long  legs,  and
non-retractable  claws
that  act  like  running
spikes.  They  are  also
k n o w n  f o r  t h e i r
distinctive  black  "tear
marks"  running  from
the eyes to the mouth,
which  help  reduce
glare from the sun.
Where  to  find  them:
The vast open plains of
t h e  S e r e n g e t i  i n
Tanzan ia  and  the
Maasai  Mara in Kenya
are  ideal  for  cheetah
viewing  because  they
prefer  open  terrain
where  they  can  use
their speed. Namibia is
a lso  known  as  the
"Cheetah Capital of the
World," with a healthy
population  found  on
private  reserves  and
farmlands. In Iran, the

critically  endangered
Asiatic  cheetah  still
clings  to  existence  in
the  Dasht -e  Kav i r
d e s e r t ,  t h o u g h
s i g h t i n g s  a r e
extremely  rare.
Cheetahs  are  more
delicate than other big
cats  and  are  often
displaced by lions and
hyenas.  Conservation
efforts  focus  on
reduc ing  human-
wildlife  conflict  and
p r o t e c t i n g  t h e i r
habitat.

THE GIANTS OF
ASIA AND AFRICA:
ELEPHANTS AND
RHINOS

The
African
Elephant:
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Gentle
Giant of
the

Savanna
The African elephant is
the largest land animal
on Earth,  weighing up
to  s ix  tons .  These
intel l igent,  socia l
c r e a t u r e s  l i v e  i n
matriarchal  herds  and
h a v e  c o m p l e x
c o m m u n i c a t i o n
systems  that  include
infrasound  rumbles
that  travel  for  miles.
They  are  ecosystem
engineers, shaping the
landscape by uprooting
trees  and  creating
water holes that other
animals use.
Where  to  find  them:
Chobe National Park in
Botswana  has  one  of
t h e  h i g h e s t

concentrat ions  of
elephants  in  Africa,
especially  along  the
Chobe River during the
dry  season.  Hwange
N a t i o n a l  P a r k  i n
Zimbabwe  is  another
excellent  destination.
For  a  t ru ly  unique
exper ience ,  v i s i t
Amboseli National Park
in  Kenya,  where  you
can see large herds of
elephants  with  the
iconic  backdrop  of
Mount  Kil imanjaro.
I t  i s  impor tan t  to
r e m e m b e r  t h a t
elephants are wild and
can  be  dangerous,
especially  males  in
musth or mothers with
c a l v e s .  A l w a y s
maintain  a  respectful
distance and follow the
guidance of your safari
guide.
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The
White
and Black
Rhino:
Armored

Icons
Rhinos are among the
most endangered large
m a m m a l s  o n  t h e
p l a n e t  d u e  t o
devastating  poaching
for  their  horns.  There
are  two  species  in
Africa: the white rhino
and  the  black  rhino.
Despite  their  names,
both are actually grey.
The  difference  lies  in
their  lip  shape:  white
rhinos  have  a  wide,
square  lip  for  grazing
on  grass,  while  black
rhinos have a pointed,
prehens i le  l ip  fo r

browsing on leaves.
Where  to  find  them:
The best place to see
white rhinos is in South
Africa's  Hluhluwe-
iMfolozi  Park,  which is
credited  with  saving
t h e  s p e c i e s  f r o m
extinction  in  the  20th
c e n t u r y .  K r u g e r
National Park also has
a  healthy  population.
For black rhinos, which
are  shyer  and  more
e lus ive ,  cons ider
Namib ia ' s  E tosha
N a t i o n a l  P a r k  o r
Kenya 's  O l  Pe jeta
Conservancy,  which
also  houses  the  last
two  northern  white
rhinos  on  Earth.
Rhino viewing requires
a bit of luck and a good
guide.  They  are  often
found  near  wate r
sources  and  grazing
areas.  Conservation
efforts,  including
armed  anti-poaching
patrols  and  dehorning
programs,  are  critical
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to their survival.

THE APEX
PREDATORS OF
THE AMERICAS
AND EURASIA

The
Grizzly
Bear:
Lord of
the North
American
Wildernes
s
The  grizzly  bear,  a
subspec ies  o f  the
brown bear,  is  one of
the  most  formidable
predators  in  North
A m e r i c a .  T h e s e

massive  animals  can
weigh over 600 pounds
and  are  characterized
by  the i r  muscu lar
h u m p  o n  t h e
shou lde rs ,  wh ich
powers  their  strong
front  legs  for  digging.
They  are  omnivorous,
feeding on berries, fish,
and  small  mammals,
but  they  will  defend
their territory fiercely.
Where  to  find  them:
A l a s k a  i s  t h e
s t rongho ld  o f  the
grizzly  bear.  Katmai
National Park is famous
for its brown bears that
congregate  at  Brooks
F a l l s  t o  f e a s t  o n
salmon  dur ing  the
summer  months.  You
can  watch  them from
elevated  platforms  as
they catch fish mid-air.
In the lower 48 states,
Yellowstone  National
Park and Grand Teton
National  Park  are  the
best  p laces  to  see
t h e m ,  t h o u g h
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p o p u l a t i o n s  a r e
smal ler .  Canada's
Br i t i sh  Co lumbia ,
particularly  in  places
like  the  Great  Bear
Rainforest,  offers
excel lent  v iewing
opportunities.
B e a r  s a f e t y  i s
paramount.  Always
carry bear spray, make
noise  while  hiking  to
avoid surprising a bear,
and never approach a
bear,  especia l ly  a
mother  with  cubs.

The Polar
Bear:
King of
the Arctic
The  polar  bear  is  the
largest  land  carnivore
in the world,  perfectly
adapted  to  the  harsh
Arctic  environment.
Their  thick  fur  and

b l u b b e r  p r o v i d e
insulation,  and  their
large paws are ideal for
walking  on  ice  and
s w i m m i n g .  T h e y
primarily  hunt  seals
and rely on sea ice as a
platform for hunting.
Where  to  find  them:
The town of Churchill in
Manitoba,  Canada,  is
known  as  the  "Polar
Bear  Capital  of  the
World." Every autumn,
polar  bears  gather
along the Hudson Bay
coastline,  waiting  for
the  sea  ice  to  form.
You  can  view  them
f r o m  s p e c i a l l y
d e s i g n e d  t u n d r a
bugg ies .  Another
excellent  location  is
Svalbard,  Norway,
where  you  can  join
boat expeditions to see
polar bears on the pack
ice.  Alaska's  Arctic
coast,  particularly
around  Kaktovik,  also
offers opportunities.
P o l a r  b e a r s  a r e
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vulnerab le  due  to
climate change,  which
is causing the sea ice
to  melt  earl ier  and
form  later  each  year.
Seeing them in the wild
is a powerful reminder
of the urgent need for
environmental action.

The Gray
Wolf:
Spirit of
the Wild
The  gray  wolf  is  the
a n c e s t o r  o f  t h e
domestic dog and one
o f  t h e  m o s t
misunderstood animals
in  history.  They  are
highly  social  animals
that live in packs with
a strict hierarchy. Their
haunting  howls  are  a
form of communication
that  can  car ry  for
m i l e s ,  u s e d  t o

assemble the pack and
defend territory.
Where  to  find  them:
Yellowstone  National
Park  in  the  United
States  is  one  of  the
best  p laces  in  the
world to see wolves in
the  wild.  After  their
reintroduction in 1995,
the wolf population has
thrived,  and  visitors
can often spot them in
the  Lamar  Valley.  In
Canada,  Algonquin
Prov inc ia l  Park  in
Ontario  is  famous  for
i ts  wol f  howls  and
pub l i c  educa t i on
programs.  In  Europe,
the  Białowieża  Forest
in  Po land  and  the
Carpathian  Mountains
i n  R o m a n i a  h a v e
healthy populations.
Wolf watching requires
patience  and  often  a
spotting  scope.  Dawn
and dusk are the best
times.  Listening  to  a
pack of wolves howl in
t h e  w i l d  i s  a n
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e x p e r i e n c e  t h a t
connects  you  to  the
ancient  rhythms  of
nature.

REPTILIAN TITANS
AND APEX
PREDATORS

The
Saltwater
Crocodile:
Ancient
Predator
The saltwater crocodile
is  the  largest  living
reptile  on  Earth,  with
males reaching lengths
of  over  20  feet.  They
are  apex  predators  in
t h e i r  a q u a t i c
ecosystems, capable of
taking  down  water
buffalo,  wild  boar,  and
even  sharks.  Their
powerful  jaws  and

stealthy  approach
make them one of the
m o s t  d a n g e r o u s
animals to humans.
Where  to  find  them:
Australia's  Northern
Territory,  particularly
the  Kakadu  National
Park and the Adelaide
River, is famous for its
"salties." You can take
boat  cruises  to  see
these massive reptiles
basking  on  riverbanks
or  gliding through the
water. Another hotspot
is  the  Bhitarkanika
N a t i o n a l  P a r k  i n
Odisha,  India,  which
has  a  significant
p o p u l a t i o n .  T h e
Sundarbans  mangrove
forest,  spanning  India
and  Bangladesh,  is
h o m e  t o  a  l a r g e
population of saltwater
crocodiles.
Never  swim in  waters
known to be inhabited
b y  s a l t w a t e r
crocodiles.  They  are
ambush predators and
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c a n  s t r i k e  w i t h
incredible  speed.

The
Green
Anaconda
: Serpent
of the
Amazon
The green anaconda is
the  heaviest  snake  in
the  world,  capable  of
weighing  over  500
pounds.  These  non-
venomous  constrictors
are  semi-aquat ic ,
spending most of their
time  in  the  swamps,
marshes,  and  slow-
moving  rivers  of  the
Amazon  basin.  They
prey  on  capybaras,
caimans,  and  even
jaguars on occasion.

Where  to  find  them:
The best place to see
green anacondas is  in
the Brazilian Pantanal,
which  is  the  world's
l a r g e s t  t r o p i c a l
w e t l a n d .  T h e  d r y
s e a s o n  ( J u n e  t o
October)  concentrates
wi ld l i fe  a long  the
r e m a i n i n g  w a t e r
sources,  making  it
easier  to  spot  these
snakes.  The  Amazon
rainforest  in  Peru  and
Ecuador  also  offers
o p p o r t u n i t i e s ,
particularly  in  remote
tributaries.
A n a c o n d a s  a r e
reclusive  and  often
difficult  to  find.  A
knowledgeable guide is
essential  for  locating
t h e m ,  o f t e n  b y
s e a r c h i n g  a l o n g
r iverbanks  and  in
shallow  water.

MARINE
BEHEMOTHS:
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WHALES


