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A COMPREHENSIVE GUIDE TO
THE EPISODES OF TALES FROM
THE CRYPT

For fans of horror, dark comedy, and
twisted morality tales, few series have
left as indelible a mark as Tales from
the Crypt. Originally adapted from the
1950s EC Comics line, this HBO
anthology series ran from 1989 to 1996,

delivering seven seasons of ghastly
delights. Each episode was introduced
by the wisecracking, pun-loving Crypt
Keeper, a puppet who set the tone for
the grim yet playful stories that followed.
Whether you are a longtime viewer
looking to revisit the vault or a
newcomer curious about where to start,
a reliable Tales From The Crypt
Episode Guide is essential. This quide
breaks down the series by season,
highlights standout episodes, and


https://everybodystreet.com/

explores the show’s enduring legacy.

The Origins of
the Crypt: From
Comics to Cable

Before HBO’s Tales from the Crypt
became a cultural phenomenon, the
source material had already terrified
readers. EC Comics, such as The Vault of
Horror and The Haunt of Fear, were
notorious in the 1950s for their graphic
violence and twist endings. Decades
later, producers Richard Donner, Robert
Zemeckis, and Walter Hill revived the
concept for the small screen, with the
added freedom of cable television. The

result was a series that could push
boundaries—blood, nudity, and dark
humor were all fair game. Each episode
typically featured a cast of established
stars and up-and-coming actors, from
Brad Pitt to Tim Curry, often in roles that
subverted their usual characters.

Season 1 (1989):
The Pilot and the
First Five Tales

The first season is notably short,
consisting of only five episodes plus a
pilot film that originally aired in 1989.
However, it established the template for
everything that followed. The Crypt
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Keeper's first appearance set the bar

high with puns like “We now return to
our feature presentation, already in
progress.”

Episode 1: “The Man Who Was
Death” - Directed by Walter Hill,
this stars Bill Sadler as an
executioner who takes justice into
his own hands after being fired.
It’s a grim, noir-ish tale with a
killer twist.

Episode 2: “And All Through
the House” - A Christmas horror
classic! A woman kills her husband
only to be hunted by a deranged
Santa Claus. It's brief, brutal, and
unforgettable.

Episode 3: “Dig That Cat... He's
Real Gone” - A homeless man

undergoes experimental surgery
to become immortal, with grim
consequences. Features a
memorable performance by Joe
Pantoliano.

e Episode 4: “Only Sin Deep” - A
prostitute sells her looks for
money, but the buyer (a creepy
Leigh McCloskey) gets more than
he bargained for.

e Episode 5: “Lover Come Hack
to Me” - A newlywed couple on a
remote island has a deadly secret.
Chilling and atmospheric.

This short season was a proof-of-concept
that worked perfectly. Critics and
audiences embraced the combination of
EC Comics style and HBO's lack of
censorship.



Season 2
(1990-1991):
The Vault
Expands

Season 2 doubled the episode count to
18, and the series truly found its stride.
The Crypt Keeper became more
animated (literally—the puppetry
improved), and the guest stars grew
more impressive. Directors like Robert
Zemeckis (“The Ventriloquist’s Dummy”)
and Tom Hanks (“None But the Lonely
Heart”) took their turns behind the
camera.

. “The Ventriloquist’s Dummy” -

Don Rickles voices a nasty dummy
that takes over its owner’s life. A
fan favorite with a perfect balance
of horror and humor.

. “The Secret” - A woman

discovers a twin sister she never
knew existed, leading to a
shocking finale.

. “Korman’s Kalamity” - A comic

book artist’s creations come to life,
in a meta episode written by Garry
Shandling.

. “Mute Witness to Murder” - A

mute woman (Patricia Clarkson)
witnesses a murder and must fight
to prove it. Tense and
claustrophobic.

. “Television Terror” - Morton

Downey Jr. plays a sleazy

4 Tales From The Crypt Episode Guide 2026-04-05



Tales From The Crypt Episode Guide 5

investigative reporter trapped in a
haunted house. The shaky-cam
style was ahead of its time.

The season also featured the now-iconic
wraparound segments where the Crypt
Keeper hosted from his decaying
mansion, often interacting with other
monsters.

Season 3
(1991-1992):
Horror and Heart

With 14 episodes, season 3 is regarded
by many as the peak of the series. The
stories became more nuanced, often
mixing genuine emotional stakes with

the usual blood and puns. Key episodes
include:

e “Abra Cadaver” - A medical
student discovers a way to bring
the dead back to life, but the
consequences are horrific. Starring
Beau Bridges.

e “Top Billing” - Jon Lovitz plays a
struggling actor who kills his rival,
only to have his victim’s corpse
keep showing up. Darkly comedic.

e “Easel Kill Ya” - A starving artist
(Tim Curry) sells his soul for
success, but his paintings have a
life of their own. This episode is a
visual feast.

e “Creep Course” - An aging
professor (Jeffrey Jones) uses a
serum to steal the youth of his



students. It's a familiar premise
but executed with flair.

e “Carrion Death” - Two escaped
convicts are stranded in the
desert, and one becomes the
other’s food. Based on a classic EC
story.

The Crypt Keeper also introduced a new
level of meta-humor, breaking the fourth
wall to comment on the episodes
themselves. This self-awareness became
a hallmark of the series.

Season 4
(1992-1993):

The Half-Hour
Standard

Season 4 consisted of 13 episodes, and
by this point the formula was well-
established: a single, self-contained
story per episode, often with a twist
ending. Highlights include:

e “None But the Lonely Heart” -
Directed by Tom Hanks (his
directorial debut), this tale
features a woman who falls in love
with a reanimated corpse.
Surprisingly tender.

e “What’s Cookin’” - A
cannibalistic family runs a diner.
Features a young Christopher
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Reeve in a comedic role.

e “The New Arrival” - A mother
(Lara Flynn Boyle) becomes
suspicious of her newborn’s
strange behavior. A chilling take
on postpartum paranoia.

* “On a Dead Man’s Chest” - A
rock star (Paulina Porizkova)
makes a pact with the devil for
fame. Good music in this one.

This season also saw an increase in
special effects budgets, leading to more
elaborate gore and creature designs.
The Crypt Keeper’'s puns grew even
more groan-worthy, which only added to
the charm.

Season 5
(1993-1994):
The Show Hits Its
Stride

With 13 episodes, season 5 continued
the trend of strong writing and star
power. Some of the most memorable
installments appeared here:

e “People Who Live in Brass
Hearses” - Two bumbling thieves
(Bill Sadler again, and Kathy
Bates) try to steal a fortune but
run afoul of a cannibalistic lunatic.
It's a comedic gem.



e “Two for the Show” - A jealous
husband creates a voodoo doll of
his wife’s lover. Classic revenge
horror.

e “Well Cooked Hams” - A
magician and a ventriloquist’s
dummy (again!) have a twisted
relationship. The dummy’s voice
actor was Billy West.

e “Death of Some Salesmen” - A
door-to-door salesman (Ed Begley
Jr.) stumbles into a family of
homicidal hillbillies. A spin on the
classic “country folk” trope.

e “As Ye Sow” - A farmer (John
Stamos) plots to kill his wife, but
his plan backfires spectacularly. An
excellent moral lesson.

The series had become a staple of HBO's

lineup, including a tie-in with the launch
of HBO Family and a short-lived
animated series for kids (which was
heavily sanitized).

Season 6
(1994-1995):
Consistency and
Surprises

Season 6 contained 15 episodes, and
while some felt the series was beginning
to repeat itself, there were still standout
moments:

e “Only Skin Deep” - A woman
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with a facial disfigurement finds
love with a mysterious man. A
poignant story with a fantastic
twist.

“Beauty Rest” - An aging beauty
queen (Madchen Amick) uses a
dangerous cream to stay young.
Grim body horror.

“Horror in the Night” - A
detective investigates a series of
murders that may be connected to
a supernatural presence. Nice noir
atmosphere.

“The Pit” - Two brothers discover
a pit full of monsters in their
basement. Stephen King-esque.
“Strung Along” - A puppeteer
(Martin Donovan) creates a
marionette that closely resembles
his missing wife. Dark and

emotional.

The Crypt Keeper also began appearing
in interstitials that referenced current
pop culture, keeping the show feeling
timely.

Season 7/
(1995-1996):
The Final Vault

The seventh season, with 13 episodes,
marked the end of the series. Ratings
had declined as HBO shifted focus to
other original programming, but the
show went out on a high note with
several memorable tales:



“Fatal Caper Part 1 & 2” - A
two-part finale starring an
ensemble cast. It's a comedic
caper gone wrong, with a classic
EC-style punchline.

“Surprise Party” - Awoman’s
birthday party turns deadly when
her ex-husband shows up with a
strange qift.

“The Kidnapper” - A crime
boss’s son is kidnapped, but the
perpetrators get more than they
expected.

“Cold War” - A Cold War spy
story with a supernatural twist.
Cynical and darkly funny.

The series finale, “The Third Pig,” was a
bizarre animated episode featuring the
Three Little Pigs in a horror version of

10

the fairy tale. It was a fittingly odd and
humorous conclusion.

Beyond the
Series: Legacy
and Spin-offs

The Tales From The Crypt Episode
Guide wouldn’t be complete without
mentioning its enduring impact. The
show spawned three feature films:
Demon Knight (1995), Bordello of Blood
(1996), and the direct-to-video Ritual
(2002). It also led to the animated series
Tales from the Cryptkeeper (1993-1995)
and a short-lived radio drama. The Crypt
Keeper himself became a pop culture
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icon, referenced in shows like The
Simpsons and Family Guy.

In 2021, it was announced that a new
Tales from the Crypt reboot was in
development for TBS (later abandoned),
but the rights issues have kept the
original series locked away from
streaming for years. However, fan
demand remains high, and the existing
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DVD and digital releases are treasured
by collectors.

How to Use This
Episode Guide

Whether you are binge-watching or
picking random



