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THE ENDURING
MAGIC OF HANS
CHRISTIAN
ANDERSEN THE ICE
QUEEN

Few fairy tales possess
the  haunting  beauty
and profound depth of
H a n s  C h r i s t i a n
Andersen’s  The  Snow
Queen. While Andersen
originally  titled  his
1845  masterpiece
Snedronningen,  many
readers  and  adapters
over  the  years  have
referred to the story as

H a n s  C h r i s t i a n
Andersen  The  Ice
Queen,  a  variation
that captures the cold,
crystalline heart of the
villainess at its center.
This  remarkable  tale,
spanning seven distinct
stories  within  a  single
n a r r a t i v e ,  h a s
captivated  audiences
for generations. It is a
story  of  friendship,
innocence,  the  battle
between good and evil,
and the transformative
power  of  love.  More
than  just  a  children’s
fable,  it  is  a  complex
allegory  filled  with  rich
Christian  symbolism,
psychological  insight,
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a n d  a  d e e p l y
humanistic portrayal of
a  y o u n g  g i r l ’ s
impossible  quest.  The
s t o r y  o f  H a n s
Christian  Andersen
The  Ice  Queen  has
influenced  countless
works of art, literature,
and  film,  most  notably
serving  as  a  primary
inspiration for Disney’s
blockbuster Frozen. To
u n d e r s t a n d  i t s
enduring  resonance,
one  must  delve  into
the  icy  depths  of  its
narrative, exploring its
characters,  themes,
and  the  brilliant  mind
of its creator.

THE GENESIS OF A
FAIRY TALE:
ANDERSEN’S LIFE
AND INSPIRATION

To  fully  appreciate
H a n s  C h r i s t i a n
Andersen  The  Ice
Queen,  it  is  essential
to understand the man
behind  the  quill.  Born

in  1805  in  Odense,
Denmark,  to  a  poor
s h o e m a k e r  a n d  a
w a s h e r w o m a n ,
Andersen’s  life  was  a
study in contrasts.  He
experienced  profound
lonel iness ,  soc ia l
awkwardness,  and
un requ i t ed  l ove ,
particularly  with  the
opera  singer  Jenny
Lind, whom he adored.
T h e s e  p e r s o n a l
e x p e r i e n c e s  o f
rejection  and  longing
subtly  permeate  his
most  famous  works.
The  figure  of  the  cold,
u n a t t a i n a b l e
w o m a n — t h e  I c e
Queen—can be seen as
a literary manifestation
of  his  own  romantic
disappointments.
Andersen was a deeply
spiritual  man,  and  his
Christian  faith  heavily
influenced  his  writing.
The  core  conflict  in
H a n s  C h r i s t i a n
Andersen  The  Ice
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Queen is not merely a
physical  one  but  a
spiritual  battle  for  a
h u m a n  s o u l .  T h e
story ’s  themes  o f
redemption,  sacrifice,
a n d  t h e  p o w e r  o f
innocent  prayer  are
direct  reflections  of
Andersen’s  be l ie f
system. He once wrote,
"My  l i fe  is  a  lovely
story, happy and full of
incident." Yet, his fairy
tales often explore the
treacherous  border
between  happiness
and  sorrow,  warmth
and eternal  ice.  Hans
Christian  Andersen
T h e  I c e  Q u e e n
remains  his  longest
and  arguably  most
ambit ious  original
story,  a  testament  to
his  ability  to  weave
complex  theological
and philosophical ideas
i n t o  a  n a r r a t i v e
accessible to a child.

A DETAILED
JOURNEY
THROUGH THE
SEVEN STORIES

Story
One: The
Mirror
and Its
Fragment
s
Andersen  begins  not
w i t h  o u r  h u m a n
heroes,  but  with  a
prelude  concerning  a
malevolent  mirror
created  by  a  demon.
This  mirror  has  the
te r r i b l e  power  to
distort everything good
and  beautiful,  making
it  appear worthless or
ugly, while magnifying
all  that  is  evil.  When
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the  demon’s  disciples
attempt  to  carry  the
mirror  to  heaven  to
mock  the  angels  and
God, they stumble, and
the mirror shatters into
bi l l ions  of  p ieces.
These  f ragments ,
smaller  than grains of
sand,  are  scattered
across the Earth. Some
become  windows  that
warp reality, others are
ground into spectacles,
and  st i l l ,  the  most
dangerous  fragments
become  lodged  in
people’s  eyes  and
hearts.  This  opening
establishes the central
metaphor of the entire
tale:  the  world  is  filled
with  sp i r i tua l  and
emotional  obstacles
that  can  blind  us  to
love  and  truth.  This
metaphysical  setup  is
c r u c i a l  t o
understanding the later
actions of Kay and the
challenge  faced  by
G e r d a  i n  H a n s

Christian  Andersen
The  Ice  Queen.

Story
Two: A
Little Boy
and a
Little Girl
This  story  introduces
us  to  Kay and Gerda,
two  poor  but  happy
c h i l d r e n  w h o  a r e
neighbors.  They  are
not brother and sister,
but  they  love  each
other as if  they were.
T h e i r  b o n d  i s
symbolized  by  a  rose
bush  that  grows  in  a
window box  and  their
shared love of the song
"Roses  b loom  and
cease to be, but we the
Christ  Child  shall  ever
see." Their world is one
of  innocent  harmony.
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The  arrival  of  winter
and  the  first
snowflakes
foreshadows  the  icy
change that is coming.
K a y  b e c o m e s
f a s c i n a t e d  w i t h
snowflakes,  looking  at
t h e m  t h r o u g h  a
magnifying glass.  It  is
during  this  innocent
cur ios i ty  that  the
tragedy  strikes.  Two
s p l i n t e r s  o f  t h e
demon's  mirror  enter
Kay: one in his eye and
o n e  i n  h i s  h e a r t .
Immed ia te l y ,  h i s
perception of the world
changes.  He  mocks
Gerda's precious roses,
finds  her  ugly,  and
becomes  cruel  and
logical,  dismissing  the
things  he  once  loved.
The  warmth  of  h is
heart is replaced by a
cold,  analytical  chill.
This  is  the  incit ing
i n c i d e n t  o f  Hans
Christian  Andersen
T h e  I c e  Q u e e n ,

transforming the loving
boy  into  a  vessel  for
the Queen's influence.

Story
Three:
The
Garden of
the
Woman
Who
Knew
Magic
W h e n  K a y  g o e s
m i s s i n g ,  G e r d a
e m b a r k s  o n  a
desperate  journey  to
find  him.  Her  first
major  stop  is  at  the
home  of  a  k ind  old
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woman  who  knows
magic.  The  woman,
lonely  and  wishing  to
keep  Gerda  with  her,
uses  her  magic  to
make  her  rose  bush
sink  into  the  earth,
erasing all  memory of
Kay from Gerda’s mind.
She  then  creates  a
beautiful,  enchanting
garden  where  every
flower  blooms  all  at
once.  Gerda  becomes
entranced,  living  in  a
h a p p y  o b l i v i o n .
However, one day she
sees  a  wilted  rose  in
the  old  woman's  hat,
reminding  her  of  her
own roses. The spell is
broken.  This  section
serves  as  a  poignant
allegory for the danger
o f  c o m f o r t  a n d
forgetfulness.  Gerda’s
tears  of  recollection
wash away the magic,
and  she  begins  her
search  anew.  For  a
s to ry  t i t l ed  Hans
Christian  Andersen

The  Ice  Queen,  this
w a r m ,  d e c e p t i v e
garden is  a  stark  and
necessary  contrast  to
the cold of the North.

Story
Four: The
Prince
and the
Princess
Continuing her journey,
Gerda  meets  a  wise
and  noble  raven  who
believes he has found
Kay,  now  a  pr ince
married to a princess.
Gerda  is  led  to  the
royal  palace,  where
she discovers the man
is not Kay, but another
boy.  The  Prince  and
Princess are moved by
her  story.  They  show
her compassion, giving
her  warm  clothes,  a
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magnificent coach, and
servants  to  aid  her
journey  northward.
This  story  highlights
the theme of kindness
from strangers. It  also
subtly  critiques  social
hierarchy; true nobility
is  shown not  by  birth
but  by  compassionate
action. The Prince and
Princess,  despite  their
power,  are  deeply
moved by the plight of
a  poor  v i l lage  g i r l
searching for  The Ice
Queen's captive.

Story
Five: The
Little
Robber
Girl
Gerda’s gilded coach is
attacked  in  a  dark
forest  by  a  band  of

r o b b e r s .  S h e  i s
captured  and  brought
to the robber’s castle.
The  chief  robber’s
daughter,  the  Little
Robber Girl,  is  a wild,
fierce, and lonely child.
She  claims  Gerda  as
her  plaything  but  is
eventually softened by
Gerda’s  story  and
innocence.  The  Little
Robber  Girl  possesses
a  reindeer  that  tells
Gerda  he  knows  the
w a y  t o  t h e  S n o w
Queen’s  palace  in
Lapland.  The  robber
girl, moved by a tough
but  genuine  affection,
helps  Gerda  escape.
She frees the reindeer
and  Gerda,  sending
them north.  The Little
Robber  Girl  is  one  of
A n d e r s e n ’ s  m o s t
complex  and  modern
characters—a  girl  of
violence  and  neglect
who still has a spark of
love  and  justice.  Her
knife,  her  tears,  and
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her  gruff  farewell  are
unforgettable elements
in  Hans  Christian
Andersen  The  Ice
Queen.

Story Six:
The
Lapland
Woman
and the
Finland
Woman
G u i d e d  b y  t h e
r e i n d e e r ,  G e r d a
reaches Lapland. They
stop  at  the  hut  of  a
wise  Lapland  woman,
who writes a message
on  a  dried  codfish  for
t h e m  t o  t a k e  t o  a
Finland  woman.  When
they  find  the  Finland

woman,  the  reindeer
begs her to give Gerda
the strength of twelve
men  to  fight  the  Snow
Queen.  The  Finland
woman,  reading  their
hearts,  declines.  She
explains  that  Gerda’s
p o w e r  i s  a l r e a d y
greater than anyone’s.
She says, "Her strength
is in her heart, that she
is  a  dear,  innocent
child." She reveals that
if  Gerda  cannot  save
Kay,  no  power  in  the
world  can.  This  is  the
phi losophica l  and
spiritual  high  point  of
H a n s  C h r i s t i a n
Andersen  The  Ice
Queen .  T h e  t r u e
power  is  not  physical
strength or magic, but
the power of love and
innocence  inherent  in
Gerda’s own nature.

Story
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Seven:
The Snow
Queen’s
Palace
and What
Happene

d There
Arriving  at  the  Snow
Queen’s palace, Gerda
faces  its  impossible
arch i tecture .  The
pa lace  i s  made  o f
driven  snow  and  "the
cold,  empty,  brilliant
ice."  Inside,  she  finds
Kay. He is frozen, blue
with cold, but he feels
n o t h i n g .  H e  i s
absorbed in a pointless
task: trying to form the
word "Eternity"  out  of
sharp  shards  of  ice.

The  Snow  Queen  has
promised  h im  h i s
freedom if he can do it,
but he cannot. He is a
slave  to  cold  logic.
Gerda runs to him and
t h r o w s  h e r  a r m s
around  him.  Her  hot
tears fall on his chest,
melt ing  the  frozen
splinter  in  his  heart
and washing the glass
f r o m  h i s  e y e .  H e
recognizes  her  and
weeps. They burst into
laughter and song. The
ice  shards,  moved  by
t h e i r  j o y ,
spontaneously  dance
into  the  shape  of  the
word  "Eternity."  They
are  free.  They  travel
home,  finding  that
everything is the same,
yet they have become
adults.  The  ending  of
H a n s  C h r i s t i a n
Andersen  The  Ice
Q u e e n  i s  n o t  a
triumph of magic, but a
triumph of  the human
heart.
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THE ICE QUEEN: A
CHARACTER STUDY
OF COLD AND
LONELINESS

The  antagonis t  o f
H a n s  C h r i s t i a n
Andersen  The  Ice
Q u e e n  i s  n o t  a
traditional  villain.  She
is  not  evil  in  a  fiery,
malicious  sense.  She
is,  quite literally,  cold.
She  is  a  beauti ful ,
ethereal  being,  robed
in  white  and  black,
made of snow and ice.
S h e  i s  t h e
personification  of
winter,  rationality
untouched by emotion,
and  the  seduct ive
allure of power without
l o v e .  A n d e r s e n
describes  her  eyes  as
staring "like two bright
ice-ponds."  She  kisses
Kay  not  with  passion,
but  with  a  kiss  that
makes  h im  fo rget
Gerda, his family,  and
all human warmth. The

Kiss of the Snow Queen
is  a  kiss  of  spiritual
death.
She  represents  the
t r i u m p h  o f  t h e
intellectual  over  the
emotional,  the  logical
over the loving. She is
the ultimate symbol of
a l i e n a t i o n  a n d
loneliness.  In  many
adaptations  of  Hans
Christian  Andersen
The Ice Queen, she is
g i v e n  a  t r a g i c
backstory,  but  in  the
original, she is simply a
force of nature, a being
who exists in a state of
perfect,  passionless
solitude. She is more of
a  c o n c e p t  t h a n  a
c h a r a c t e r ,  a
metaphysical prison for
Kay’s soul. Her palace,
the  "Hall  of  Mirrors,"
reflects  her  own
empty,  self-contained
world. She is powerful,
but she is also deeply
pathetic.  She  cannot
love,  and  thus  she  is
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eternally  cold.  This
makes  he r  one  o f
l i te ra ture ’ s  most
f a s c i n a t i n g  a n d
haunting antagonists.

KEY THEMES AND
SYMBOLISM IN THE
TALE

H a n s  C h r i s t i a n
Andersen  The  Ice
Queen  is  a  treasure
trove of rich symbolism
that  rewards  multiple
readings.

The Mirror:
Represents the
distortions of sin,
prejudice, and
cynicism. It is the
origin of all
conflict.
The Rose (and
the Christ Child):
A symbol of love,
innocence, and
divine grace. The
song "Roses
bloom and cease
to be, but we the
Christ Child shall

ever see" frames
the entire story
as a Christian
allegory about
eternal life
through love.
The Kiss of the
Snow Queen:
Represents
spiritual
numbness,
forgetfulness,
and the loss of
human
connection.
Gerda’s Tears:
The ultimate
symbol of active,
transformative
love. They are
more powerful
than any magic
or ice.
The Word
"Eternity":
Represents the
human quest for
meaning and
salvation. It can
only be achieved
through love, not
through reason.
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The Number
Seven: The story
is divided into
seven parts, a
number of divine
perfection and
completion in
Christian
theology,
suggesting a
spiritual journey

toward
redemption.

FROM PAGE TO
SCREEN: THE
LEGACY OF THE
SNOW QUEEN

The  influence  of  Hans
Christian  Andersen
The  Ice  Queen  on


