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THE TIMELESS ART OF THE
BEATLES LYRICS AND CHORDS

Few  musical  catalogues  have  woven
themselves  into  the  fabric  of  modern
culture as deeply as that of The Beatles.
From the raw energy of “Please Please
Me” to the orchestral grandeur of “A Day
in  the  Life,”  the  Liverpool  quartet
revolutionized  not  only  how  music
sounded  but  also  how  it  felt .  For
musicians, songwriters, and casual fans

alike, studying The Beatles lyrics and
chords  offers an unparalleled education
in  melody,  harmony,  and  storytelling.
Whether you are strumming an acoustic
guitar  around  a  campfire  or  analyzing
the  poetic  depth  of  John  Lennon’s
wordplay,  the  marriage  of  words  and
harmonies  in  the  Beatles’  discography
remains a gold standard. In this article,
we  explore  the  magic  behind  those
i con i c  songs ,  why  the i r  cho rd
progressions still resonate, and how you
can  deepen  your  own  appreciation  or
per formance  o f  th is  legendary
repertoire.
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Why The Beatles
Lyrics And
Chords Endure
The  Beatles'  music  is  not  merely  a
collection  of  hits;  it  is  a  timeline  of
artistic  evolution.  Between  1962  and
1970, the band moved from simple love
songs  to  complex,  multi- layered
compositions  that  incorporated  Indian
ragas,  psychedelic  soundscapes,  and
avant-garde structures. At the heart of
this  journey  is  the  interplay  between
lyr ic  and  chord.  Beatles  chord
progressions  often  defy  conventional
rules—they borrow from blues, classical,
and folk traditions while inventing new

harmonic  pathways.  Combined  with
lyrics  that  range  from  the  whimsical
("Yellow Submarine") to the profoundly
personal  ("Help!"),  the  result  is  music
that  feels  both  accessible  and  infinitely
deep.
For  any  guitarist  or  pianist,  learning
Beatles songs is a rite of passage. The
chord shapes are often straightforward
enough for beginners (think G, C, D, Em),
yet the way they are sequenced creates
surprising  emotional  shifts.  Take
“Something”  by  George  Harrison:  its
descending  chromatic  bassline  and
poignant lyric “Something in the way she
moves”  create  a  tenderness  that  still
captivates.  By examining The Beatles
lyrics  and  chords,  musicians  gain
insight  into  how  simple  materials  can
produce timeless art.
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THE EVOLUTION OF THEIR
SONGWRITING

Early Period:
Love, Simplicity,
and Energy
The early Beatles output, from 1962 to
1964,  was  heavily  influenced  by  rock
and  roll,  skiffle,  and  Motown.  Songs  like
“I  Want to Hold Your Hand” and “She
Loves You” rely  on classic  three-chord
structures  (I–IV–V)  but  with  infectious
rhythms  and  call-and-response  vocals.
The  ly r i cs  are  s t ra ight forward
declarations  of  affection—there  is  little
ambiguity,  but  that  is  part  of  their

charm. For a beginning guitarist, these
songs  are  perfect  practice:  the  chord
changes are fast but repetitive, and the
energy is  infectious.  The magic  lies  in
how the band's harmonies (Lennon and
McCartney's  vocal  blend)  elevate  the
simple Beatles lyrics and chords into
something unforgettable.

Middle Period:
Experimentation
and Depth
By  1965,  the  Beatles  began  pushing
boundaries. Albums like Rubber Soul and
Revolver introduced more sophisticated
chord progressions, such as the use of
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secondary  dominants  and  borrowed
chords. “Norwegian Wood (This Bird Has
Flown)” features a sitar and a hauntingly
unresolved ending—both musically  and
lyrically. The chords move from D to Em
to G to A, but the vocal melody hovers
around  the  third,  creating  a  sense  of
longing. Meanwhile, the lyrics tell a story
of  a  fleeting  romantic  encounter  that
ends  with  the  narrator  burning  the
woman’s house down (or imagining it).
This  kind of  dark humor and narrative
complexity  became  a  hal lmark.
Analyzing  The  Beatles  lyrics  and
chords  from  this  period  reveals  how
they  used  musical  tension  to  mirror
emotional complexity.

Late Period:
Mastery and
Modernism
From 1967 onward, the Beatles entered
their most creative phase. Sgt. Pepper’s
Lonely  Hearts  Club  Band,  The  White
Album,  and  Abbey  Road  are  treasure
troves for chord theorists. “A Day in the
Life” famously ends with an orchestral
crescendo  and  a  final  piano  chord  that
rings for  over  40 seconds.  The chords
throughout are fragmented, with abrupt
key changes (G major  to  E  major,  for
instance)  that  match the surreal  lyrics
about a lucky man who made the grade.
Then  there  is  “Because,”  which  uses
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ascending  chords  (C#m,  F#m,  B7,  E)
that  sound almost  baroque.  The  lyrics
are simple but profound—“Because the
world is round it turns me on”—and the
three-part harmony is breathtaking. For
those who dive deep into Beatles lyrics
and chords,  these  later  works  are  a
masterclass  in  breaking  rules  while
maintaining  accessibility.

ANALYZING ICONIC BEATLES
CHORD PROGRESSIONS

Let’s  take  a  c loser  look  at  a  few
representative songs to understand why
their chord choices are so effective.

“Let It Be” – The
Power of Plagal
Cadences
One of the most beloved songs in the
Beatles  catalogue,  “Let  It  Be”  is  built
around  a  simple  I–V–vi–IV  progression
(C–G–Am–F  in  the  original  key  of  C
major). But what makes it special is the
use of the IV chord (F) as a resolution
point that feels like a sigh of relief. The
lyrics—“When  I  find  myself  in  times  of
trouble, Mother Mary comes to me”—are
set to this progression with a descending
melody. The bridge features a beautiful
borrowed chord  (Bb)  that  momentarily
darkens  the  mood  before  returning  to
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the  comfort  of  the  chorus.  For  any
songwriter, this is a classic example of
how  Beatles  lyrics  and  chords  can
convey both vulnerability and hope.

“Blackbird” –
Minimalism and
Fingerstyle
Paul  McCartney’s  “Blackbird”  is  a
fingerpicking  masterpiece  in  G  major.
The chords are primarily G, Am7, Bm, C,
and  D,  but  the  bass  l ine  moves
chromatically  (G–F#–E–Eb–D)  while  the
treble  strings  maintain  a  folk  pattern.
The lyrics are a metaphorical call for civil
rights—“Blackbird singing in the dead of

night  /  Take  these  broken  wings  and
learn  to  fly.”  The  interplay  between  the
steady  picking  and  the  shifting  bass
creates  a  sense  of  walking  forward,
mirroring the message of perseverance.
Studying  The  Beatles  lyrics  and
chords  here  reveals  how  minimalism
can be incredibly powerful when every
note and word is intentional.

“Strawberry
Fields Forever” –
Psychedelic
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Ambiguity
T h i s  s o n g  i s  f a m o u s  f o r  i t s
unconventional  structure  and  key
changes. It starts in C major, shifts to A
minor,  and  then  modulates  to  F#
minor—all  within  the  first  verse.  The
chords  are  not  standard  triads;  they
include  diminished  and  augmented
chords (e.g., Cmaj7, Fm, Ab). The lyrics
are  surreal  and  introspective,  reflecting
John Lennon’s childhood memories and
his  feelings  of  alienation.  The  overall
effect  is  a  dreamlike,  unsettling  beauty.
For  advanced  musicians,  decoding
Beatles lyrics and chords  like these
offers  insight  into  how  dissonance  can
serve  narrative  mood.

HOW TO LEARN AND PERFORM
BEATLES SONGS

Start with the
Essential Chord
Shapes
If you are a guitarist, begin by mastering
the  open  chords  that  appear  in  most
early Beatles songs: A, Am, C, D, Dm, E,
Em, F, G. Then practice the barre chord
shapes (Bm, F#m) that appear in later
songs. Many Beatles songs use capos to
achieve  different  voicings—for  example,
“Here Comes the Sun” is  played in  D
major with a capo on the 7th fret, which
makes  the  actual  sound  closer  to  A
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m a j o r .  U n d e r s t a n d i n g  t h e s e
transpositions  is  key  to  playing  along
with  recordings.  Online  resources  and
chord books dedicated to The Beatles
lyrics and chords  often provide both
standard and capo versions.

Listen and
Analyze the
Lyrics
Reading the chords is only half the story.
The  Beatles  often  placed  stressed
syllables on unexpected beats, and their
phrasing is crucial to capturing the feel.
For instance, in “Yesterday,” the melody
begins  on  the  second  beat  of  the

measure, creating a sense of syncopated
longing.  Sing  along  while  you  play,
paying attention to where the lyric falls
relative  to  the  chord  change.  This
holistic approach to Beatles lyrics and
chords  will  improve  your  timing  and
emotional delivery.

Experiment with
Harmony and
Arrangement
The  Beatles  were  masters  of  vocal
harmony.  Even  i f  you  are  a  solo
performer, try recording multiple tracks
of your voice to emulate that rich blend.
Alternatively,  join  a  cover  band  or  an
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online  community.  Many  chord  charts
simplify the complex harmonies, but you
can enrich your arrangement by adding
sus chords, seventh chords, or even the
occasional  diminished chord where the
original  calls  for  it.  For  example,  the
bridge  of  “Something”  includes  a  C
chord that transitions to Cmaj7—a small
change  that  makes  a  big  difference.
Study books like The Beatles Complete
Chord  Songbook  to  get  accurate
transcriptions  of  The  Beatles  lyrics
and chords.

THE ENDURING INFLUENCE ON
MODERN MUSIC

Contemporary artists from Oasis to Billie
Eil ish  have  cited  the  Beatles  as  a
primary  influence,  and  that  influence
often  manifests  in  chord  choices  and

lyrical structures. The chord progression
from “Let  It  Be” (I–V–vi–IV)  appears in
countless pop songs (e.g.,  “No Woman
No Cry” by Bob Marley, “With or Without
You”  by  U2).  The  lyrical  directness  of
early Beatles songs taught generations
of songwriters to say something simple
ye t  p ro found .  Meanwh i l e ,  t he
experimental  chord  sequences  of  later
albums opened the door for progressive
rock, indie pop, and even some hip-hop
sampling.  The  legacy  of  The Beatles
lyrics and chords is not just historical;
it  is  a  living  language  that  musicians
continue to speak.

RESOURCES FOR DEEPER
EXPLORATION

For  those  who  want  to  immerse
themselves  further,  several  excellent



10

10 The Beatles Lyrics And Chords 2025-01-07

resources  exist:

Songbooks: The Beatles:
Complete Scores (transcribes
every note and word) or The
Beatles Complete Chord Songbook
(focuses on guitar chords and
lyrics).
Websites: Ultimate Guitar,
Chordify, and the official Beatles
website all offer user-generated
and official tablature with Beatles
lyrics and chords.
Books on Music Theory:
Dominic Pedler’s The Songwriting
Secrets of the Beatles explains
chord progressions in detail.
YouTube Tutorials: Channels like
“Marty Music” or “JustinGuitar”
have dedicated Beatles playlists

breaking down both chords and
strumming patterns.

CONCLUSION

The Beatles gave the world more than
just songs: they gave a blueprint for how
to marry words and music into a unified
emotional experience. Whether you are
a beginner strumming the opening of “A
Hard  Day’s  Night”  or  a  seasoned
musician  dissecting  the  augmented
chords in “Because,” the study of The
Beatles lyrics and chords is endlessly
rewarding. The simplicity of their early
work  teaches  us  that  a  well-placed
rhyme  over  three  chords  can  move
millions.  The  complexity  of  their  later
work shows us that pushing boundaries
does not mean losing your audience. As
long as  there are  guitars,  pianos,  and
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voices trying to express what is inside,
the  Beatles  will  remain  the  ultimate
reference  point.  So  pick  up  your

instrument, open a chord chart, and let
the  music  speak—because  those  old
songs still have plenty of new things to
say.


