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WHY KNITTING A DOG COAT IS A
REWARDING PROJECT

Knitting  a  custom  coat  for  your  furry
friend is more than just a practical way
to  keep  them  warm  during  chi l ly
walks—it’s  a  heartfelt  project  that
combines creativity, skill, and a touch of
pet-parent  love.  Whether  you’re  a
seasoned  knitter  looking  for  a  quick
make or  a beginner ready to level  up
from  scarves,  a  dog  coat  offers  the

perfect blend of function and fun. With
the right  guidance on how to knit  a
dog coat,  you can produce a durable,
fashionable  garment  tailored  to  your
dog’s exact measurements. Plus, there’s
nothing quite like seeing your pup strut
down the street in something you made,
stitch by stitch.
This article will walk you through every
stage  of  the  process—from  choosing
materials  and taking measurements to
finishing  touches  and  care  tips.  By  the
end, you’ll have the confidence to knit a
coat that fits well, looks great, and keeps
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your canine companion cozy. Let’s get
started.

ESSENTIAL MATERIALS AND
TOOLS FOR KNITTING A DOG
COAT

Before  you cast  on,  gather  everything
you’ll  need.  Using  the  right  materials
makes a huge difference in the final look
and durability of the coat.

Yarn Selection
Weight: Worsted weight or
chunky yarn works best for most
dog coats. It knits up quickly and
provides good insulation without
being too heavy.
Fibre: Choose a machine-

washable blend (acrylic,
superwash wool, or cotton-acrylic).
Dogs get dirty, so easy care is a
must. Avoid delicate fibres like
alpaca or 100% wool that may felt
easily.
Colour and pattern: Light
colours show dirt faster, but
variegated yarns hide minor
stains. Contrasting colours also
help you see where you’ve
stitched if you’re adding
embellishments.

Needles and
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Accessories
Circular needles or straight
needles in a size suitable for your
yarn (check the ball band). A
4.5mm–5mm needle is common
for worsted weight.
A tapestry needle for weaving in
ends and seaming.
Stitch markers (helpful for marking
armholes or shaping).
Measuring tape and a flexible ruler
for gauge and dog measurements.
Buttons or toggles (optional) for a
closure; you can also weave in a
drawstring or use a D-ring.

HOW TO MEASURE YOUR DOG

FOR A PERFECT-FITTING COAT

A  properly  fitted  coat  keeps  your  dog
comfortable and safe. Take these three
key  measurements  with  your  dog
standing  naturally:

Back length: From the base of1.
the neck (where the collar sits) to
the base of the tail. This is the
coat’s primary length.
Chest girth: Measure around the2.
widest part of the ribcage, just
behind the front legs. This
determines how wide the coat
needs to be.
Neck circumference: Measure3.
around the neck where a collar
would sit. Don’t pull too tight—add
a finger’s width for comfort.
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For  extra  precision,  also  measure  the
distance from the neck to the front leg
openings.  Write  these  numbers  down
and keep them handy while knitting. A
well-fitted  coat  won’t  slip  or  restrict
movement.

UNDERSTANDING GAUGE AND
WHY IT MATTERS

Gauge  is  the  number  of  stitches  and
rows per  inch (or  4 inches).  Most  dog
coat  patterns  give  a  recommended
gauge.  To  check  yours:

Knit a small swatch (at least 4″x4″)
in the stitch pattern you’ll use
(usually stockinette or garter).
Wash and block it the way you
plan to wash the finished coat.
Measure stitches and rows inside

the swatch.
Adjust needle size if needed: more
stitches per inch = go up a needle
size; fewer stitches = go down.

If your pattern doesn’t specify a gauge,
aim  for  a  fabric  that  is  firm  enough  to
hold  shape  but  not  stiff.  A  dense  gauge
helps the coat resist snagging and keeps
your dog warm.

CHOOSING BETWEEN A BASIC
RECTANGULAR COAT AND A
SHAPED COAT

When learning how to knit a dog coat,
you  have  two  main  construct ion
approaches:
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Simple
Rectangular Coat
This  is  ideal  for  beginners.  You knit  a
rectangle the length of your dog’s back,
then  fold  or  shape  the  front  end.
Typically, you work a few rows for the
neck,  then  split  for  leg  holes,  and
continue straight. The coat is closed with
a strap over the chest or under the belly.
It’s fast, requires minimal shaping, and
uses basic knit/purl stitches.

Fully Shaped

Coat
This  style  follows  the  contours  of  the
dog’s body more closely, with increases
and decreases for the neck, chest, and
tail area. It often includes a belly band
and a chest panel that buttons on one
side. Shaped coats look tailored and stay
put  even  on  active  dogs,  but  they
require more attention to stitch counts
and row tracking.
Choose based on your experience level
and  your  dog’s  activity.  For  a  first-time
project, start with a simple rectangular
design—you’ll still get a beautiful result.

STEP-BY-STEP GUIDE: HOW TO
KNIT A DOG COAT (BASIC
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RECTANGULAR PATTERN)

Below is a general pattern that you can
adapt  to  your  measurements.  Use
worsted  weight  yarn  and  appropriate
needles.

Step 1: Cast On
and Knit the
Neck Band
Calculate  stitches:  Multiply  the  neck
circumference (in inches) by your stitch
gauge per inch. For example, if neck is
12″ and gauge is 4 sts/inch, cast on 48
stitches. Work in garter stitch (knit every
row) for 2 inches for a fold-over collar, or
in ribbing (k1, p1) for 1 inch for a stand-

up collar.

Step 2: Shape
the Chest
Section
Now increase stitches to  allow for  the
chest girth. The chest width should be
about half the chest girth (because the
coat wraps around the body). To find the
number  of  stitches  needed:  multiply
chest  girth  (e.g.,  20″)  by  gauge = 80
stitches. Subtract the neck stitches (48)
→ increase 32 stitches over the next few
rows.  Increase  evenly  by  making  yarn
overs (YO) at the edges and every few
stitches.
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Knit straight for 2–3 inches (the distance
from neck to front legs). Place a marker
at each edge to indicate where leg holes
will go.

Step 3: Create
the Leg
Openings
Work in two sections to form armholes.
Bind off the centre stitches for  the front
leg  openings.  For  a  small  dog,  bind  off
6–8 stitches for each hole. Knit each side
separately for 1–2 inches, then rejoin the
pieces by casting on stitches over the
bound-off  ones.  Continue  knitting  the
body  section.

Step 4: Knit the
Back Body
Knit straight until the total length from
the neck equals your dog’s back length
measurement  (minus  about  1  inch  for
the  tail  clearance).  This  is  the  main
body. If your dog has a long back, you
may need to do a few increases to taper
slightly toward the rear—but for a basic
pattern, straight works.

Step 5: Shape
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the Back End
(Optional)
For a better fit at the tail,  you can work
short rows or simply bind off the last few
stitches  in  a  curve.  Many  rectangular
coats  end  with  a  straight  edge  that
hangs  over  the  tail,  which  is  fine  for
most  short-haired  breeds.

Step 6: Finishing
and Seaming
Bind  off  loosely.  Sew  the  front  chest
seams (the underside of the neck to the
belly) if you left them open. Weave in all
ends. Add a button or snap closure on

the chest side or under the belly. For a
no-sew option, you can knit a long strap
on one side and leave buttonholes on
the other.

CUSTOMIZING YOUR KNITTED
DOG COAT

Once you’ve mastered the basics,  you
can add personal touches that make the
coat truly unique:

Colour blocks: Switch yarns
every few inches for stripes.
Cable or lace panels: Add a
simple 4-stitch cable down the
back for texture.
Pockets: Knit a small patch
pocket for poo bags or treats.
Reflective trim: Sew on a strip of
reflective tape for safety during
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evening walks.
Contrasting ribbing: Use a
different colour for the neck band
and leg margins.

Just  remember  to  keep  decorations
safe—avoid long dangling elements your
dog could chew or trip on.

TIPS FOR KNITTING FOR
DIFFERENT DOG BREEDS

Chihuahuas,  Greyhounds,  and  Bulldogs
have  very  different  body  shapes.  Use
these  general  guidelines:

Short-legged breeds
(Dachshund, Corgi): Make the
coat longer in the back and
perhaps slightly narrower at the
chest. A belly band with a strap
that goes between the back legs

helps keep it in place.
Deep-chested breeds (Great
Dane, Boxer): Increase stitches
quickly after the neck to
accommodate a broad chest. The
coat should extend well under the
belly.
Small breeds (Yorkie,
Pomeranian): Use fine yarn and
small needles for a lightweight
coat. Avoid bulky yarn that might
overwhelm their frame.
Thin-coated breeds (Whippet,
Italian Greyhound): Add a lining
of fleece inside the knitted coat for
extra warmth. Or knit a double-
layer fabric.

Always check the dog’s range of motion:
ask them to sit, walk, and lie down while
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wearing  the  unfinished  piece  (if  you’re
knitting in sections) to ensure nothing is
too tight.

CARING FOR YOUR HAND-
KNITTED DOG COAT

To  make  your  creation  last  through
many  walks  and  wash  cycles,  follow
these care tips:

Washing: Hand wash or use a
gentle machine cycle in cold water
with a mild detergent. Avoid fabric
softener—it can affect yarn
texture.
Drying: Lay flat to dry, reshaping
it while damp. Do not wring or
hang, as that can stretch the coat
out of shape.
Storage: Keep in a dry place

away from direct sunlight to avoid
colour fading.
Repair: If a snag appears, use a
crochet hook or tapestry needle to
pull the loose yarn to the wrong
side and weave it in.

A  well-maintained  dog  coat  can  be
passed  down  to  a  second  dog  or  re-
gifted—simply re-block and wash before
using.

COMMON MISTAKES AND HOW
TO AVOID THEM

Even experienced knitters can run into
issues when making a dog coat. Here are
pitfalls to watch for:

Wrong gauge: Always swatch. A
too-loose fabric will sag and snag;
too-tight fabric will be stiff and
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uncomfortable.
Inaccurate measurements:
Measure your dog while standing
still. A squirming pup gives wrong
numbers—ask someone to help
hold them still.
Leg holes too tight or too big:
Use your dog’s leg diameter at the
shoulder to determine bind-off
width. You should be able to slide
two fingers into the opening

comfortably.
Skipping the belly strap: Many
rectangular coats need a strap
that goes under the belly to
prevent the coat from riding up.
Include one from the start.
Using scratchy yarn: Test the
yarn against your own cheek—if
it’s uncomfortable for you, it will
be for your dog. Choose soft, non-
irritating


