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STEP-BY-STEP GUIDE TO
ASSEMBLING YOUR KURA
REVERSIBLE BED

Assembling a child’s bed can feel like a
daunting task, especially when you are
faced  with  a  flat-packed  box  of  wooden
panels,  screws,  and  an  instruction
booklet written in pictograms. The Kura
R e v e r s i b l e  B e d  A s s e m b l y

Instructions  are designed to help you
create  one  of  the  most  versatile  and
beloved  pieces  of  children’s  furniture
from IKEA. This bed is unique because it
c a n  b e  u s e d  i n  t w o  d i s t i n c t
configurations: a low loft bed with a play
area underneath or  a  standard low-to-
the-floor  bed  frame.  Understanding
these  instructions  thoroughly  will  save
you time, reduce frustration, and ensure
the bed is safe and sturdy for your child.
Whether you are a first-time builder or a
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seasoned furniture assembler, this guide
will walk you through every step. We will
cover  the  necessary  tools,  unpacking
tips, safety considerations, and detailed
assembly  p rocedures  fo r  bo th
configurations. By the end of this article,
you  will  have  the  confidence  to
transform a pile  of  components into a
beautiful  and  functional  bed  that  your
child will love for years.

WHAT YOU NEED BEFORE YOU
BEGIN

Before diving into the assembly process,
p r e p a r a t i o n  i s  k e y .  T h e  Kura
R e v e r s i b l e  B e d  A s s e m b l y
Instructions  are  straightforward,  but
having the right environment and tools
will make the job much smoother. Here
is what you should have ready.

Essential Tools
and Equipment

Allen key: The bed usually comes
with a small Allen key, but having
a larger one with a handle can
make tightening bolts much easier
on your hands.
Phillips head screwdriver: A
medium-sized screwdriver will be
needed for a few screws that are
not hex bolts.
Rubber mallet: This is optional
but highly recommended for
gently tapping wooden dowels into
place without splitting the wood.
Power drill with a hex bit: If you
have one, this can drastically
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speed up the process. Be careful
not to overtighten, as this can strip
the wood.
Measuring tape: Useful for
ensuring the bed is positioned
correctly in the room before final
assembly.

Workspace
Preparation
Choose a spacious area, ideally the room
where the bed will stay, because moving
a  fully  assembled  Kura  bed  through
doorways  can  be  tricky.  Lay  a  soft
blanket or a piece of cardboard on the
floor  to  protect  the  panels  from
scratches. Empty the box carefully and

sort  all  the  components.  The  Kura
R e v e r s i b l e  B e d  A s s e m b l y
Instructions  will  list  the  contents,  so
take a few minutes to check that you
have all the wooden parts, metal rods,
screws, and dowels. This step prevents
the frustration of searching for a missing
piece midway through.

Important Safety
Notes
Always  follow  the  safety  warnings
included in the original manual. For the
loft  configuration,  the  bed  must  be
placed against a wall for stability. Ensure
the  mattress  you  use  fits  snugly  within
the frame. The recommended mattress
thickness  for  the  lower  configuration  is
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typically around 15-20 cm to ensure the
guardrails  are  effective.  Never  use  a
mattress  that  is  too  thick,  as  it  can
create a gap that poses a safety risk.

UNDERSTANDING THE TWO
CONFIGURATIONS

The genius of  the Kura bed lies in  its
reversibility. The Kura Reversible Bed
Assembly Instructions are essentially
a two-in-one manual.  You will  need to
decide  which  configuration  suits  your
child's  current  needs  and room layout
before you start tightening screws.

Configuration

One: The Low
Loft Bed
In this setup, the bed frame is elevated
on  four  sturdy  legs,  creating  a  crawl
space  or  play  area  underneath.  The
mattress  sits  on  a  lower  level  of  the
frame, which means the guardrails are
used on the sides to prevent falls. This
configuration  is  perfect  for  younger
children or for those who love having a
cozy  hideaway.  The  height  under  the
bed  is  sufficient  for  a  small  play  mat,  a
toy box, or even a low bookshelf.  The
assembly  for  this  mode  involves
attaching the legs to the bed ends and
securing the side rails and guardrails.
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Configuration
Two: The Low
Floor Bed
For  the  second  configuration,  the  bed
sits directly on the floor, or very close to
it. The side panels are swapped so that
the  guardrails  become  the  main  side
supports,  and  the  bed  is  essentially
much lower to the ground. This is ideal
for toddlers transitioning from a crib or
for children who simply prefer a ground-
level sleeping surface. It gives a sense of
security and makes it easy for the child
to get in and out of bed independently.
The assembly process for this mode is
almost identical,  but the orientation of

the side pieces is reversed.

DETAILED ASSEMBLY PROCESS
FOR THE KURA BED

Now, let us walk through the assembly
step by step. We will focus on the most
common  configuration  first:  the  low  loft
bed. The process for the floor bed is very
similar,  with  only  a  few  key  differences
in part orientation.

Step 1: Attaching
the Legs to the
Bed Ends
Begin by identifying the two bed ends.
They are the largest panels and will have
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multiple  pre-drilled  holes.  Locate  the
four  legs  (these  are  often  square  or
rectangular  posts).  According  to  the
Kura  Reversible  Bed  Assembly
Instructions,  you  will  insert  wooden
dowels into the holes on the bed ends.
Apply a small amount of glue if desired,
though it is usually not required. Then,
align the legs with the dowels and gently
tap  them into  place  with  your  mallet.
Secure  them  using  the  long  bolts
provided.  Tighten  them  firmly,  but  do
not overtighten. Repeat this for all four
corners.

Step 2:

Assembling the
Side Panels
Next,  you  will  work  on  the  long  side
panels. These are the pieces that run the
leng th  o f  the  bed .  Fo r  the  l o f t
configuration,  you  will  have  a  top  rail
(which  holds  the  mattress)  and  a
guardrail  (the  shorter  panel  that
prevents your child from rolling out). The
instructions will show you exactly which
holes to use for  the guardrails.  Attach
the wooden slats to the lower rail. These
slats  are  what  support  the  mattress.
They simply snap into place using the
plastic  clips  provided.  Make sure  each
slat is securely clicked into both sides.
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Step 3:
Connecting the
Side Panels to
the Bed Ends
This  part  requires  a  second  pair  of
hands. Stand the two bed ends upright,
facing each other. Take one of the long
side  panels  (with  slats  attached)  and
align the pre-drilled holes on the end of
the  side  panel  with  the  corresponding
holes on the leg of the bed end. Insert
the metal connector bolts (often called
cam lock bolts) through the side panel
and into the leg. Then, insert the cam

locks into the holes on the leg and turn
them  clockwise  with  a  screwdriver  to
lock the bolt in place. Repeat this for all
four corners. Ensure the frame is square
before fully tightening everything.

Step 4: Installing
the Guardrails
For  the  loft  configuration,  the  guardrails
are  attached  to  the  top  of  the  side
panels.  They  sit  above  the  mattress
level.  Use  the  short  bolts  and  screws
provided.  The  Kura  Reversible  Bed
Assembly  Instructions  will  specify
exactly how many screws go into each
guardrail.  It  is  critical  that  these  are
tightened  securely,  as  they  are  the
primary  safety  feature.  The  guardrails
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should be flush with the bed ends. If you
are  building  the  floor  configuration,  the
guardrails  are attached at  the bottom,
effectively becoming the side of the bed
frame itself.

Step 5: Final
Checks and
Adjustments
Once everything is assembled, go back
over every bolt and screw with your tool
to ensure it is tight. Check the slats for
any that may have popped out. Try to
wobble the bed from side to side. If  it
feels  unstable,  something  is  likely  not
t ightened  correctly.  For  the  loft

configuration,  ensure  the  bed  is  placed
against  a  wal l ,  as  per  the  safety
instructions.  If  you are assembling the
low  floor  bed,  you  might  also  consider
adding  non-slip  pads  underneath  to
protect  your  flooring  and  prevent  the
bed  from  sliding.

TIPS FOR THE LOW FLOOR BED
CONFIGURATION

If you decided to use the bed in its low-
to-the-floor mode, the assembly is nearly
identical,  but  there  is  one  crucial
difference.  The  side  panels  are  flipped
upside  down.  The  rail  that  would
normally  be  the  guardrail  in  the  loft
configuration  becomes  the  main  side
panel  in  the  floor  configuration.  You will
need to attach the legs differently, or in
some cases, the legs are not used at all,
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and the  bed  rests  on  the  side  panels
directly.  Check  your  specific  instruction
sheet for the part orientation diagram.
The  key  is  to  look  at  the  pre-drilled
holes. In the low mode, the holes for the
support slats will be located lower down
on  the  panel,  bringing  the  mattress
closer to the floor.

COMMON MISTAKES TO AVOID

Even with clear Kura Reversible Bed
Assembly Instructions, people make a
few  common  errors.  Being  aware  of
them will help you avoid setbacks.

Mixing up left and right parts:
Some panels look symmetrical but
are not. Always check the labels or
the wood grain orientation.
Overtightening bolts: This can

strip the threads or crack the
wood. Tighten until snug, then
stop.
Forgetting the rear support
bar: The Kura bed includes a
metal bar that connects the two
legs at the back. This is essential
for stability and must not be left
out.
Using the wrong screws: The
instructions use a diagram to show
which screw goes where. Do not
guess. Using a screw that is too
long can poke through the wood.
Ignoring the wall anchoring
kit: For the loft configuration, IKEA
strongly recommends anchoring
the bed to the wall. This is a
critical safety step, especially for
active children.
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MAINTENANCE AND LONGEVITY
TIPS

Once your bed is assembled, a little care
will keep it looking great for years. The
Kura bed is made from solid pine and
particleboard, which are durable but can
be susceptible to scratches and dents.
Here are a few suggestions.

Check bolts every six months:
Wood expands and contracts with
humidity and seasons, which can
cause joints to loosen slightly.
Clean with a damp cloth: Do not
use harsh chemicals or abrasive
cleaners. A little mild soap and
water is all you need.
Consider a protective layer: If
your child is prone to drawing on
walls or furniture, a non-toxic,

clear sealant can be applied,
though the natural finish is
generally quite resilient.
Reversible use: One of the best
features of the Kura bed is its
longevity. You can start with the
low floor bed for a toddler, and
then flip it to the loft configuration
as they grow, essentially giving
you two beds in one.

WHY THE KURA BED REMAINS A
POPULAR CHOICE

The  Kura  bed  has  been  a  staple  in
children's bedrooms for over a decade.
Its  popularity  is  not  just  due  to  the
straightforward  Kura  Reversible  Bed
Assembly  Instructions.  It  is  the
versatility that parents love. A single bed
can adapt to a child's  changing needs
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from age two to age ten or more. The
simple,  Scandinavian  design  fits  into
almost any décor, and the neutral colors
allow  for  creativity  with  bedding  and
room accessories. The open space under
the  loft  bed  invites  imaginative  play,
reading forts,  or  simply a private spot
away from the rest of the room.
Furthermore,  the  bed  is  relatively
lightweight  compared  to  many  solid
wood  beds,  making  it  easier  to  move
during  room  rearrangements.  The
materials  are  affordable,  and
replacement  parts  are  usually  easy  to
order from IKEA if something gets lost. It
is a genuinely smart investment in your
child's bedroom furniture.

CONCLUSION

Assembling a Kura reversible  bed is  a
rewarding project that gives your child a
fantastic, adaptable sleeping space. By
carefully following the Kura Reversible
Bed  Assembly  Instructions,  sorting
your parts, and using the correct tools,
you can complete the build in a couple of
hours. Remember to prioritize safety by
anchoring the bed when used in the loft
configuration and regularly checking the
tightness of all hardware. The beauty of
this bed is that it grows with your child,
offering  years  of  use  in  two  different
styles.  Take  your  time,  enjoy  the
process, and look forward to the smile
on your child's face when they see their
new  bed  ready  fo r  d reams  and
adventures.


