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EXPLORING BJU UNITED STATES HISTORY: A
COMPREHENSIVE GUIDE TO THE CURRICULUM

When it  comes to teaching American history from a distinctly
Christian  worldview,  few  resources  carry  the  weight  and
reputation of BJU United States History. Developed by Bob Jones
University  Press,  this  curriculum  is  designed  not  merely  to
recount dates and events but to weave a cohesive narrative that
places God's providence at the center of the American story. For
educators,  homeschool  parents,  and  students  alike,
understanding  what  this  curriculum  offers  can  be  the  key  to
unlocking a deeper, more meaningful engagement with the past.
This  article  will  provide a  thorough exploration of  BJU United
States  History,  examining  its  structure,  its  philosophical
underpinnings, its strengths, and how it serves as a powerful tool
for shaping historical understanding.
In  an  educational  landscape  often  dominated  by  secular
textbooks that present history as a series of random occurrences
or purely human-driven developments, BJU United States History
stands  apart.  It  offers  a  refreshing  alternative  that  seeks  to
integrate faith with learning, helping students see the hand of

God in the founding and development of the United States. This
approach does not shy away from the complexities and failures of
American history, but it frames them within a biblical narrative of
sin, redemption, and divine purpose. As we delve deeper, we will
discover why this curriculum remains a popular and respected
choice  for  those  seeking  a  robust,  faith-based  education  in
American history.

THE PHILOSOPHICAL FOUNDATION OF BJU UNITED
STATES HISTORY

At its core, BJU United States History is built upon the conviction
that history is "His story." This foundational belief shapes every
aspect of the curriculum. The authors and editors at Bob Jones
University Press approach the study of history not as a neutral
collection of facts, but as a record of God's sovereignty unfolding
through  human  actions  and  institutions.  This  worldview
perspective is not merely an add-on; it is the lens through which
all content is filtered and interpreted.

A Distinctly Christian
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Worldview
The  curriculum  explicitly  rejects  the  secular  humanism  that
pervades  many  mainstream  textbooks.  Instead  of  presenting
humanity as the ultimate measure of progress, BJU United States
History  emphasizes  humanity's  dependence  on  God.  It
encourages  students  to  evaluate  historical  figures  and  events
based on biblical principles. For example, the development of the
American  government  is  examined  not  just  as  a  political
evolution,  but  as  an  experiment  in  ordered  liberty  that  was
profoundly  influenced  by  a  biblical  understanding  of  human
nature and justice. Students are taught to see the moral and
spiritual dimensions of historical choices, from the colonial era to
the  modern  day.  This  biblical  worldview  is  woven  into  the
narrative, helping students develop critical thinking skills from a
Christian perspective.

Focus on Providence and
Individual Responsibility
A key theme running through BJU United States History is the
idea of divine providence. The curriculum highlights moments in
American history where events seemed to converge in ways that
suggest  a  higher  purpose.  This  is  particularly  evident  in  its
treatment  of  the  Revolutionary  War,  the  framing  of  the
Constitution,  and  the  abolitionist  movement.  However,  the
curriculum also places a strong emphasis  on individual  moral

responsibility. It teaches that while God is sovereign, men and
women are accountable for their choices. This creates a balanced
view of history where students are encouraged to admire the
virtues of historical figures while also learning from their failures
and  sins.  This  dual  focus  on  divine  sovereignty  and  human
responsibility  provides  a  nuanced  and  theologically  rich
framework  for  understanding  the  American  past.

STRUCTURE AND CONTENT OF THE BJU UNITED
STATES HISTORY CURRICULUM

BJU United States History is a comprehensive program typically
used in high school, often for 11th grade. It is designed to be a
year-long  course  that  covers  American  history  from  its  pre-
Columbian origins to the present day. The curriculum is known for
its rigorous academic standards, engaging narrative, and wealth
of supplementary materials. The primary textbook is supported
by a teacher's edition, student activities, tests, and increasingly,
digital resources.

The Textbook Narrative
The  main  textbook  is  a  beautifully  bound  volume  filled  with
primary  source  documents,  maps,  charts,  and  full-color
illustrations. The narrative is written in a compelling, story-driven
style that makes the content accessible and memorable. Unlike
dry, fact-dense textbooks, BJU United States History reads like a
well-told  story,  with  character  sketches,  eyewitness  accounts,
and  thought-provoking  questions  woven  into  the  text.  The
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chapters are organized chronologically and thematically, covering
major periods such as:

Exploration and Colonial America: This section covers
the motivations for exploration, the founding of the various
colonies, and the development of distinct regional
identities. The curriculum gives significant attention to the
religious motivations of many early settlers, particularly the
Puritans and Pilgrims.
The American Revolution and the Founding Era: The
causes and course of the Revolution are examined in detail,
with a strong emphasis on the ideas of liberty, natural
rights, and the biblical principles that influenced the
Founders. The creation of the Constitution and the early
republic are also thoroughly explored.
The Nineteenth Century: This period includes the growth
of the nation, the rise of sectionalism, the tragedy of the
Civil War, and the challenges of Reconstruction. The
curriculum deals honestly with the issue of slavery,
presenting it as a profound moral evil that contradicted the
nation's founding principles.
The Twentieth and Twenty-First Centuries: The final
sections cover the Progressive Era, the World Wars, the
Great Depression, the Cold War, and the cultural and
political shifts of the modern era. These chapters help
students understand the complexities of America's role as a
global power and the ongoing debates over liberty,
equality, and the role of government.

Supplementary Materials
and Activities
Beyond the textbook, BJU United States History offers a rich array
of  supplementary  materials  that  enhance  the  learning
experience.  The  Student  Activities  workbook  provides
comprehension  questions,  map exercises,  and primary  source
analysis  activities  that  reinforce  the  textbook  material.  The
Teacher's  Edition  is  an  invaluable  resource,  offering  lesson
plans, discussion prompts, and background information that helps
instructors bring the content to life. These materials encourage
active learning, moving beyond simple memorization to critical
analysis  and  thoughtful  reflection.  For  example,  students  might
be asked to read a portion of the Federalist Papers and evaluate
its arguments from a biblical perspective, or to debate the moral
justifications for war in a specific historical context.

PEDAGOGICAL STRENGTHS AND KEY FEATURES

What makes BJU United States History an effective teaching tool
is  not  just  its  content,  but  also  its  pedagogical  design.  The
curriculum is  structured  to  promote  deep  understanding  and
long-term retention. It employs a variety of strategies to engage
different  learning  styles  and  to  challenge  students  to  think
critically.
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Integration of Primary
Sources
One of the greatest strengths of BJU United States History is its
extensive use of primary source documents. Students are not just
told what happened; they are given the opportunity to read the
actual words of the people who lived through the events. This
includes letters, speeches, diary entries, political cartoons, and
government  documents.  Engaging with  primary  sources  helps
students  develop  important  historical  thinking  skills,  such  as
sourcing,  contextualizing,  and  corroborating  evidence.  It  also
brings history to life, making it more personal and immediate. For
instance,  reading  a  soldier's  letter  home  from the  Civil  War
battlefield offers a far more visceral understanding of the conflict
than any textbook summary could provide.

Development of Critical
Thinkings
The curriculum consistently  pushes  students  to  move beyond
surface-level  understanding.  Questions  and  assignments  are
designed to provoke thought and encourage analysis. Students
are  asked  to  compare  and  contrast  different  perspectives,  to
evaluate the causes and consequences of events, and to apply
biblical  principles  to  historical  judgments.  This  emphasis  on

critical  thinking  prepares  students  not  only  for  college-level
history courses but also for engaging thoughtfully with the world
around them. They learn to identify bias, to weigh evidence, and
to form reasoned arguments based on a coherent worldview. The
integration  of  Bju  United  States  History  into  a  broader
educational framework helps students connect the past to the
present in meaningful ways.

A Balanced Approach to
Controversial Topics
One concern some parents and educators have about faith-based
curricula is that they might whitewash or ignore difficult aspects
of American history. BJU United States History, however, takes a
more  balanced  approach.  While  it  interprets  history  from  a
Christian perspective, it does not shy away from the nation's sins
and  failures.  The  curriculum  addresses  the  mistreatment  of
Native Americans, the horrors of slavery, the injustices of Jim
Crow, and other moral failings. It presents these topics honestly,
encouraging students to learn from the past  and to work for
justice  and  reconciliation  in  their  own  time.  This  honesty,
combined  with  a  hopeful  perspective  rooted  in  the  gospel,
provides a mature and nuanced understanding of the American
experience.

COMPARING BJU UNITED STATES HISTORY TO OTHER
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CURRICULA

For educators and parents choosing a US history curriculum, it is
helpful to understand how BJU United States History compares to
other popular options. While there are many excellent resources
available, BJU stands out for its consistent and explicit Christian
worldview.  Other  textbooks,  such  as  those  from  secular
publishers  like  McGraw-Hill  or  Pearson,  often  present  a  more
relativistic  or  neutral  perspective,  while  some other  Christian
publishers may take a different theological approach.

BJU vs. Secular Textbooks
The  most  obvious  difference  between  BJU  United  States  History
and  a  standard  secular  textbook  is  the  worldview.  Secular
textbooks  general ly  operate  from  a  perspect ive  of
methodological naturalism, which means they explain historical
events without reference to divine intervention or purpose. They
also tend to embrace a more progressive view of history, where
change is seen as inevitably moving toward greater equality and
social  justice,  often  measured  by  secular  standards.  BJU,  in
contrast, views history through a biblical lens, emphasizing God's
sovereignty, human sinfulness, and the need for redemption. This
leads to different interpretations of key events. For example, the
secular textbook might explain the First Great Awakening as a
purely sociological phenomenon, while BJU United States History
presents it as a genuine spiritual revival that had profound effects
on the culture and politics of colonial America.

BJU vs. Other Christian
Curricula
Even  among  Christian  publishers,  there  are  differences.  Some
Christian curricula may be more focused on a "Christian nation"
narrative that at times glosses over the complexities and failures
of American history. BJU United States History, while recognizing
the  Christian  influences  on  American  founding  principles,
maintains a more scholarly and balanced tone. It is rigorous in its
academic standards, comparable to many university-level survey
courses.  It  also tends to be more Reformed in its  theological
orientation, with a strong emphasis on the sovereignty of God
and the importance of covenantal thinking. This makes it a good
fit  for  families  and  schools  that  value  a  robust,  intellectually
challenging,  and  theologically  consistent  approach  to  history
education.

PRACTICAL CONSIDERATIONS FOR USING BJU UNITED
STATES HISTORY

If you are considering adopting BJU United States History for your
homeschool,  co-op,  or  Christian  school,  there  are  several
practical factors to keep in mind. The curriculum is designed to
be  comprehensive,  but  it  does  require  a  significant  time
commitment  from  both  the  teacher  and  the  student.  The
textbook is dense, and the supplementary materials add to the
workload. However, the structure is logical and easy to follow,
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making it manageable for a dedicated instructor.

Homeschool Use
For homeschool families, BJU United States History works well as
a  core  curriculum.  The  teacher's  edition  provides  detailed
guidance,  and  the  student  activities  can  be  assigned  for
independent  work.  Many  families  find  that  spending  a  full
academic year on the course allows for a thorough and deeply
enriching study.  Parents who are not  history experts can still
teach the material effectively because the resources are so well-
designed.  Additionally,  BJU  Press  offers  video  courses  where
expert teachers deliver the lectures, which can be a great option
for  families  who want  additional  support  or  for  students  who
benefit from a classroom-style presentation.

Classroom and Co-op Use
In  a  classroom  or  co-op  setting,  BJU  United  States  History
provides a solid  framework for  a  rigorous high school  history
course. Teachers can use the discussion questions to facilitate
meaningful conversations, and the primary source activities can

be used for group projects or in-depth analysis. The curriculum is
adaptable  to  different  pacing  and  can  be  supplemented  with
additional  readings,  films,  or  field  trips.  The  clear  structure  and
consistent  worldview make it  easy for  teachers  to  align their
lessons and assess student progress.
CONCLUSION

In  conclusion,  BJU  United  States  History  is  far  more  than  a
textbook; it is a thoughtfully crafted educational experience that
seeks to shape both the mind and the character of the student.
By placing the American story within the grand narrative of God's
redemptive work, it offers a perspective that is both intellectually
satisfying  and  spiritually  enriching.  Its  rigorous  academic
standards,  engaging narrative,  and wealth of  primary sources
make it an excellent choice for any high school student seeking a
deep  and  meaningful  understanding  of  the  United  States.
Whether you are a parent, a teacher, or a student, engaging with
this  curriculum  will  provide  you  with  a  solid  foundation  for
understanding the past, navigating the present, and contributing
wisely to the future. The enduring popularity of BJU United States
History is a testament to its quality and its ability to connect faith
and learning in a powerful and lasting way.


