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UNDERSTANDING THE STRATEGY OF SATAN BY
WARREN WIERSBE

Spiritual warfare is a topic that both fascinates and intimidates
believers.  In  a  world  filled  with  visible  conflicts,  the  invisible
battle for the human soul often goes unnoticed. Yet, few Christian
teachers have addressed this subject with as much clarity and
biblical  depth  as  Warren  Wiersbe.  His  classic  work,  often
referenced in studies on spiritual warfare, has helped countless
Christians recognize the subtle tactics employed against them.
The Strategy Of Satan By Warren Wiersbe is not merely a
theoretical exploration; it is a practical guide for every believer
who  desires  to  stand  firm  in  their  faith.  In  this  article,  we  will
unpack the core principles of Wiersbe's teaching, examining how
the  enemy  operates  and  how  you  can  effectively  resist  his
schemes.  Whether  you  are  new  to  the  concept  of  spiritual
warfare or have been studying it for years, understanding these
strategies will equip you to walk in victory.

WHO IS WARREN WIERSBE AND WHY HIS TEACHING

MATTERS

Warren Wiersbe was a distinguished pastor, author, and biblical
expositor who served for many years as the pastor of the Moody
Church in Chicago. He is perhaps best known for his "Be" series
of Bible commentaries, but his work on spiritual warfare remains
a cornerstone for those seeking to understand the nature of the
Christian's  adversary.  Wiersbe  did  not  approach  the  topic  of
Satan with  sensationalism.  Instead,  he  grounded his  teaching
firmly  in  Scripture,  particularly  drawing  from the  writings  of  the
Apostle Paul in Ephesians. The Strategy Of Satan By Warren
Wiersbe is characterized by a balanced, sober-minded look at
the enemy's methods, always pointing the reader back to the
sufficiency  of  Christ.  Wiersbe  believed  that  the  first  step  to
victory is understanding the battle itself, and his insights have
proven timeless in an age of increasing spiritual confusion.

THE FOUNDATIONAL PRINCIPLE: KNOW YOUR ENEMY

One of  the most striking aspects of  Wiersbe's teaching is  his
emphasis that Satan is not an all-powerful being. He is a created
being, a fallen angel who operates within the boundaries that
God permits. However, his power lies in deception. Wiersbe often
pointed out that Satan's greatest weapon is not overt persecution
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but the subtle distortion of truth. The Strategy Of Satan By
Warren Wiersbe reveals that the enemy approaches believers
not as a roaring lion in every circumstance, but as an angel of
light.  This  makes  his  attacks  difficult  to  recognize  because  they
often  appear  reasonable,  even  spiritual.  Understanding  this
foundational principle changes how you view temptation, doubt,
and even conflict within the church. You learn to look beyond the
surface and ask the crucial question: Is this from God, or is it a
cleverly disguised attack?

Satan's Primary Tactic:
Deception
Wiersbe  dedicated  significant  attention  to  the  concept  of
deception. He taught that Satan is the father of lies and that his
native language is falsehood. The Strategy Of Satan By Warren
Wiersbe documents how this tactic was used in the Garden of
Eden  against  Eve  and  how  it  continues  to  be  used  against
believers today. The enemy does not need you to deny Christ
completely;  he simply needs you to believe a lie  about  God,
about yourself, or about your circumstances. When you believe
that God is holding out on you, that you are unforgivable, or that
your  situation  is  hopeless,  you  have  fallen  into  the  trap  of
deception. Wiersbe encouraged believers to renew their minds
through the Word of God, which is the only antidote to the lies of
the enemy. Every attack begins in the mind, and victory begins
when you replace deception with divine truth.

The Strategy of Division
Among Believers
Another  key element in  the Strategy Of Satan By Warren
Wiersbe  is  the tactic  of  division.  Satan knows that  a  united
church is a powerful force for the Kingdom of God. Therefore, he
works  tirelessly  to  sow  discord,  suspicion,  and  unforgiveness
among  believers.  Wiersbe  taught  that  many  church  splits,
unresolved  conflicts,  and  broken  relationships  are  not  merely
personality clashes; they are strategic attacks from the enemy
designed to neutralize the witness of the church. When believers
are divided, they are distracted from their primary mission of
making disciples. They become inward-focused, consumed with
grievances rather than the gospel. Wiersbe urged Christians to
guard the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace, recognizing
that forgiveness and humility are powerful weapons in spiritual
warfare. The enemy delights in bitterness, but the believer who
chooses to forgive disarms that strategy completely.

THE ATTACK ON THE MIND: THE BATTLEFIELD OF THE
SOUL

If  you have ever  struggled with intrusive thoughts,  persistent
doubts,  or  a  nagging  sense  of  condemnation,  you  have
experienced the reality of mental warfare. Wiersbe was adamant
that  the  mind  is  the  primary  battlefield  in  spiritual  conflict.  The
Strategy Of Satan By Warren Wiersbe emphasizes that the
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enemy  seeks  to  establish  strongholds  in  your  thinking.  A
stronghold is a pattern of thought that is contrary to the Word of
God. It might be a lie you have believed for years, a negative self-
image, or a cycle of fear and anxiety. Wiersbe taught that the
weapons of spiritual warfare are not physical but spiritual, and
they have the power to demolish these strongholds. This requires
an active, intentional effort to take every thought captive to the
obedience  of  Christ.  You  are  not  a  passive  victim  of  your
thoughts;  you have the authority,  in Christ,  to reject lies and
embrace truth.

Discouragement and
Weariness
One  of  the  most  effective  strategies  in  the  enemy's  arsenal  is
discouragement. Wiersbe observed that many believers give up
not  because  they  have  been defeated  in  a  great  battle,  but
because they have grown weary from the daily grind of spiritual
resistance.  The  Strategy  Of  Satan  By  Warren  Wiersbe
documents  that  the  enemy  will  often  wait  for  a  moment  of
physical exhaustion, emotional vulnerability, or spiritual dryness
to launch an attack of discouragement. In that weakened state, a
small disappointment can feel like a catastrophic failure. Wiersbe
pointed to the example of the prophet Elijah, who, after a great
victory, fell into deep despair. The solution, according to Wiersbe,
is not simply to try harder but to receive the grace of God. Rest,
fellowship with other believers, and the ministry of the Word are

essential  remedies  for  the  weary  soul.  Recognizing
discouragement  as  a  strategy  rather  than  a  simple  emotion
allows you to respond with spiritual intentionality.

The Tactic of Accusation
Wiersbe also highlighted that Satan is called the accuser of the
brethren. The Strategy Of Satan By Warren Wiersbe reveals
that the enemy will constantly remind you of your past failures,
your present weaknesses, and your future fears. He accuses you
before God and, more commonly, he accuses you to yourself.
This  is  not  the  same  as  the  conviction  of  the  Holy  Spirit.
Conviction leads to repentance and restoration; accusation leads
to shame and withdrawal. If you find yourself feeling that you are
beyond God's love, that your sin is too great, or that you don't
measure up as a Christian, you are likely listening to the accuser.
Wiersbe taught that  the only effective response to accusation is
to  remind  yourself  of  the  finished  work  of  Christ.  There  is  no
condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus. The enemy's
accusations have no legal standing because the blood of Jesus
has already paid the penalty for every sin. Standing on this truth
silences the accuser.

TEMPTATION AND THE SUBTLETY OF COMPROMISE

Temptation is perhaps the most obvious strategy of the enemy,
but Wiersbe approached it with nuance. The Strategy Of Satan
By Warren Wiersbe teaches that temptation is not a sin; it is a
solicitation to  sin.  Even Jesus was tempted,  yet  He remained
without  sin.  The  danger  lies  not  in  being  tempted  but  in
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entertaining the temptation and allowing it to take root. Wiersbe
noted that the enemy often begins with small compromises. He
will not ask you to commit a major sin immediately. Instead, he
will suggest a small deviation, a slight compromise, a little white
lie.  Over  time,  these  small  compromises  erode  your  spiritual
defenses  and  open  the  door  to  greater  sin.  This  is  why  the
Apostle Paul warns us not to give the devil a foothold. A foothold
can become a stronghold. Wiersbe urged believers to be vigilant
in the small things, to confess sin quickly, and to walk in the light.
The path of compromise is a gradual descent, but the path of
holiness is a daily choice.

How to Stand Firm:
Practical Steps for Victory
Understanding the Strategy Of Satan By Warren Wiersbe is
only half the battle; the other half is knowing how to stand firm.
Wiersbe  did  not  leave  his  readers  without  hope  or  practical
instruction.  He  consistently  pointed  to  the  spiritual  armor
described in Ephesians 6 as the essential equipment for every
believer. Each piece of armor represents a spiritual reality:

The Belt of Truth: Living honestly and grounding yourself
in the truth of God's Word.
The Breastplate of Righteousness: The imputed
righteousness of Christ that protects your heart.
The Shoes of the Gospel of Peace: A firm footing in the
good news of salvation.

The Shield of Faith: Trusting God's promises to
extinguish the fiery darts of the enemy.
The Helmet of Salvation: The assurance of your
salvation that protects your mind.
The Sword of the Spirit: The Word of God, which is the
only offensive weapon you possess.

Wiersbe emphasized that this armor is not a physical object but a
spiritual posture. You put on the armor through prayer, through
meditating  on  Scripture,  and  through  choosing  to  walk  in
obedience. The battle is the Lord's, but you must take up your
position and resist the enemy's advances.

The Power of Prayer in
Spiritual Warfare
No discussion of the Strategy Of Satan By Warren Wiersbe
would be complete without highlighting the centrality of prayer.
Wiersbe taught that prayer is not merely a religious activity; it is
the means by which you align yourself with the will and power of
God. In prayer, you confess your dependence on God, you plead
the  blood  of  Christ  over  your  life,  and  you  ask  for  divine
protection  and  wisdom.  The  enemy  is  powerless  against  a
praying  believer.  Wiersbe  encouraged  believers  to  pray
specifically,  to  pray  with  faith,  and  to  pray  persistently.  He  also
emphasized the importance of praying in the Spirit, allowing the
Holy Spirit to guide your petitions. Prayer is the channel through
which the victory of Christ is applied to your daily life. Without
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prayer,  you  are  fighting  in  your  own  strength.  With  prayer,  you
are drawing on the infinite resources of heaven.

ENCOURAGEMENT FOR THE BATTLE

While the Strategy Of Satan By Warren Wiersbe is sobering,
it is ultimately a message of hope. Wiersbe never portrayed the
Christian life as a grim struggle with an uncertain outcome. On
the  contrary,  he  reminded  his  readers  that  the  victory  has
already been won at the cross. When Jesus died and rose again,
He disarmed the principalities and powers and triumphed over
them openly. The enemy is a defeated foe. Your role is not to
achieve victory but to enforce the victory that Christ has already
accomplished.  When  you  resist  the  devil,  he  must  flee,  not
because of your strength, but because of the authority of Christ
that you carry. Wiersbe's teaching empowers believers to live
with  confidence,  not  fear.  You  can  face  any  attack,  any
temptation, any accusation with the assurance that you are more

than a conqueror through Him who loved you.

Recognize the enemy's strategy: Be alert to deception,1.
division, discouragement, and accusation.
Renew your mind daily: Immerse yourself in Scripture to2.
counter lies with truth.
Resist the enemy: Stand firm in your faith and reject3.
every attack.
Rest in Christ's victory: You fight from victory, not for4.
victory.
Rely on the Holy Spirit: Walk in the Spirit to overcome5.
the desires of the flesh.

CONCLUSION

The Strategy Of  Satan By Warren Wiersbe  is  a  timeless
resource for  anyone who wishes to  understand the nature of
spiritual conflict and


