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THE ENDURING
MYSTERY AND
MAGIC OF ALICE:
UNCOVERING THE
AUTHOR BEHIND
THE RABBIT HOLE

Few works of literature
have  captured  the
collective  imagination
qu i te  l i ke  A l i ce ' s
A d v e n t u r e s  i n
Wonderland.  With  its
nonsensical  rhymes,
peculiar characters like
the  Cheshire  Cat  and
the Mad Hatter, and a
r e a l i t y - b e n d i n g
narrative, the story has
become  a  cul tural
touchstone for children
and  adults  alike.  But

behind the whimsy and
the  wonder  l i e s  a
fascinating  question
that  has  intr igued
readers  for  over  a
century:  who  wrote
t h e  A l i c e  i n
Wonderland?  The
answer  is  not  just  a
name on a book cover;
i t  i s  a  s t o r y  o f  a
b r i l l i a n t
mathemat ic ian,  a
young  girl's  curiosity,
and  a  legacy  that
continues  to  shape
modern  storytelling.

THE MAN BEHIND
THE PEN NAME:
CHARLES
LUTWIDGE
DODGSON

The story of who wrote
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Alice  in  Wonderland
begins  with  Charles
Lutwidge  Dodgson,  an
unassuming and highly
r e s p e c t e d
mathematician  and
log ic ian  at  Chr i s t
Church,  Oxford.  While
the  world  knows  the
author  by  his  famous
pen  name,  Lewis
Carro l l ,  t he  man
himself was a study in
contrasts.  He  was  a
d e v o u t  A n g l i c a n
deacon,  a  pioneering
photographer,  and  a
man who lived a life of
rigid  Victorian  order.
Yet,  from this  ordered
mind sprang one of the
mos t  chao t i c  and
imaginative  worlds
ever  written.
Dodgson  created  the
name  "Lewis  Carroll"
by  translating  his  first
two  names,  "Charles
Lutwidge,"  into  Latin
("Carolus  Ludovicus"),
then  reversing  them
and  translating  them

back into English. This
clever  wordplay  was
the  first  hint  of  the
linguistic  games  that
would  define  his
m a s t e r p i e c e .
Understanding  who
wrote  the  A l ice  in
Wonderland  requires
understanding  this
dual identity: Dodgson
the  academic  and
Carroll the storyteller.

A
Mathema
tician's
Approach
to
Nonsense
It is perhaps surprising
that a man of logic and
numbers wrote a story
so  defiantly  illogical.
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H o w e v e r ,  m a n y
scholars  argue  that
Carroll's  mathematical
background  is  exactly
what  made  Alice  so
brilliant. He understood
the  rules  of  logic  so
int imately  that  he
could  expertly  invert
them. The trial  of  the
Knave  of  Hearts,  the
Mad  Hatter's  riddle
("Why is a raven like a
writing  desk?"),  and
the  Queen's  cry  of
" S e n t e n c e
first—verdict
afterwards!"  are  all
subversions  of  order,
made  a l l  the  more
poignant by an author
who deeply understood
structure.
When  you  ask  who
wrote  the  A l ice  in
W o n d e r l a n d ,  t h e
answer  is  a  man who
u s e d  h i s  d e e p
knowledge of  order to
c reate  beaut i fu l ,
memorable  chaos.  He
p l a y e d  w i t h

m a t h e m a t i c s ,
p h i l o s o p h y ,  a n d
language in a way that
few authors before him
had dared.

THE REAL ALICE:
INSPIRATION ON A
SUMMER'S DAY

The  question  of  "who
wrote  the  A l ice  in
W o n d e r l a n d "  i s
inseparable  from  the
q u e s t i o n  o f  " w h o
inspired  it."  The  story
was born on a famous
boating  trip  on  the
River Thames on July 4,
1862.  Dodgson,  then
30  years  o ld ,  was
rowing  with  a  friend,
Reverend  Robinson
Duckworth,  and  the
three young daughters
o f  H e n r y
Liddell—Lorina,  Edith,
and  Alice  Liddell.
To  entertain  the  girls,
D o d g s o n  b e g a n
improvising  a  story.
The  protagonist  was
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named after the middle
sister,  the  bright  and
curious  Alice  Liddell.
She  begged  him  to
write it down, and two
y e a r s  l a t e r ,  h e
presented  her  with  a
h a n d - i l l u s t r a t e d
manuscr ipt  t i t led
Alice's  Adventures
Under  Ground.  This
original  gift  was  the
seed  of  the  g lobal
phenomenon we know
today.

From
Private
Gift to
Published
Masterpie
ce
The  journey  from  a
pr ivate  s tory  to  a

published  book  is  a
crit ical  part  of  the
history of  who wrote
t h e  A l i c e  i n
W o n d e r l a n d .
Encouraged by friends
who  heard  the  tale,
Dodgson expanded the
manuscript,  adding
iconic  scenes  like  the
Mad Hatter's Tea Party
and the Cheshire  Cat.
He hired the renowned
political cartoonist John
Tenniel  to  create  the
illustrations  (which
remain  definitive  to
this  day).  In  1865,
Alice's  Adventures  in
W o n d e r l a n d  w a s
published by Macmillan
and Co.  to  immediate
success.
While  the  public  met
"Lewis  Carroll,"  the
author  remained  a
private figure.  The real
Charles  Dodgson  was
notoriously  shy  and
o f t e n  r e f u s e d  t o
acknowledge  that  he
wrote children's books,
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preferring to be known
for his academic works
l ike  Eucl id  and  his
Modern  Rivals.  This
duality  adds  another
layer of mystery to the
question of who wrote
t h e  A l i c e  i n
Wonderland.

THE LEGACY OF
LEWIS CARROLL:
MORE THAN JUST A
CHILDREN'S BOOK

To  say  that  Alice's
A d v e n t u r e s  i n
Wonderland  (and  its
1871  sequel,  Through
the Looking-Glass) had
a  significant  impact
would  be  a  massive
understatement.  The
books, written by Lewis
Carroll,  have  never
gone out of print. They
have  been  translated
i n t o  o v e r  1 7 0
languages and adapted
into  countless  films,
ballets,  operas,  and
video  games.

The phrase "down the
rabbit  hole"  is  now  a
universal metaphor for
entering  a  strange,
disorienting world. The
"Cheshire  Cat  grin,"
the "Mad Hatter,"  and
"Jabberwocky"  (the
famous  nonsense
poem)  are  all  part  of
our  modern  lexicon.
Understanding  who
wrote  the  A l ice  in
Wonderland  explains
why  these  elements
persist:  they  were
crafted  by  a  genius
who  understood  the
rhythm  of  language
and the psychology of
the mind.

Debates
and
Controver
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No  discussion  of  the
author  is  complete
without addressing the
complex i t ies  and
c o n t r o v e r s i e s
surrounding  Charles
Dodgson.  His  intense
friendships with young
girls,  particularly  Alice
Liddell,  have been the
subject  of  intense
speculation and debate
for  decades.  Some
biographers argue for a
romantic,  platonic
i d e a l i z a t i o n  o f
childhood  (a  common
Victorian  trope),  while
others  suggest  darker
interpretations.
Fur thermore ,  the
family  of  Alice  Liddell
mysteriously  cut  ties
w i th  Dodgson  f o r
several  years,  and
some  pages  of  h is
diary  are  missing.
While  no  conclusive
e v i d e n c e  o f

impropriety exists,  the
questions  surrounding
his personal life remain
a  s e n s i t i v e  a n d
debated  part  of  the
conversation regarding
who wrote the Alice
in  Wonderland.  It  is
important  to  separate
the  flawed,  private
man from the brilliant,
public  author,  though
t h e i r  s h a d o w s
inevitably  overlap.

ANALYZING THE
TEXT: HALLMARKS
OF CARROLL'S
STYLE

If  you  were  to  ask  a
l i te rary  exper t  to
identify  the  author  of
a n  a n o n y m o u s
passage,  they  would
point  to  several  key
traits that are uniquely
Lewis  Carroll.  These
traits define the "Alice"
style  and  cement  the
au tho r ' s  p l ace  i n
l iterary  history:
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Portmanteau
Words: Carroll
invented words
by blending two
others together.
For example,
"slithy" means
"lithe and slimy."
He explained this
concept in the
poem
"Jabberwocky."
Logical
Nonsense:
Unlike pure
nonsense,
Carroll's stories
follow a bizarre
internal logic.
The characters
argue with
perfect grammar
over completely
impossible
premises.
Parody of
Victorian
Education:
Many scenes
mock the dry,
rote-learning
style of Victorian

schools. The
scene with the
Caucus Race, for
example, is a
parody of
political elections
and academic
processions.
Dream Logic:
The narrative
mirrors the
structure of a
dream, where
rules constantly
change, time is
fluid, and identity
is unstable. Alice
constantly asks
"Who are
you?"—a
question that
reflects the
author's own
identity
struggles.

THE ENDURING
APPEAL: WHY WE
STILL ASK "WHO
WROTE THE ALICE
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IN WONDERLAND?"

Today,  in  the  age  of
digital  streaming  and
comp lex  CG I ,  the
simple  story  of  a  girl
fall ing  down  a  hole
remains  incredibly
popular. This is due to
the timeless quality of
the  author's  work.
Lewis  Carroll  didn't
w r i t e  a  s i m p l e
moral ist ic  tale  for
children;  he  wrote  a
puzzle box. He wrote a
story  about  growing
up, about the absurdity
of the adult world, and
about  the  power  of
imagination.
Psychologists  analyze
it,  linguists  study  it,
and  children  love  it.
The  question  of  who
wrote  the  Alice  in
W o n d e r l a n d  i s
therefore  not  just  a
trivia  question;  it  is  a
g a t e w a y  t o
understanding  one  of
the most curious minds

of  the  19th  century.
Char les  Lutwidge
Dodgson,  through  his
alter ego Lewis Carroll,
gave the world a story
that  defies  time,  logic,
and  categorization.

A Lasting
Cultural
and
Academic
Impact
Countless authors have
cited  Carrol l  as  an
influence.  James  Joyce,
Jorge Luis Borges, and
Neil  Gaiman  have  all
acknowledged  their
debt  to  the  author  of
Alice. Furthermore, the
s t o r y  h a s  b e e n
interpreted  through
F reud ian  l enses ,
Marxist  critiques,  and
m a t h e m a t i c a l
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analyses. The fact that
such a short book can
s u s t a i n  s o  m a n y
readings is a testament
to  the  depth  of  i ts
creation.
When  we  ask  who
wrote  the  Alice  in
Wonderland,  we  are
also asking who we are
as  readers.  The  text
holds  a  mirror  up  to
the world, encouraging
u s  t o  q u e s t i o n
authority,  embrace
ambiguity, and find joy
in the illogical.  It  is  a
book  that  grows  with
y o u ;  y o u  r e a d  i t
differently  at  age  10
than  at  age  40.

CONCLUSION: THE
MAN, THE MYTH,
THE AUTHOR

In  conclus ion,  the
answer to the question
of  who  wrote  the
Alice in Wonderland
is  Charles  Lutwidge
Dodgson, better known

as  Lewis  Carroll.  He
was  a  quiet,  complex
mathematician  who,
over  the  course  of  a
sunny afternoon,  spun
a  t a l e  t ha t  wou ld
change  the  wor ld.
D e s p i t e  t h e
controversies  and  the
mysteries  surrounding
his  personal  life,  his
creat ive  legacy  is
undeniable.
Carroll gave us a world
where  everything  is
possible and nothing is
quite  as  it  seems.  He
t a u g h t  u s  t h a t
madness  and  genius
are often two sides of
the  same  coin,  and
that sometimes, diving
into the rabbit  hole is
the only way to make
sense  of  the  world
above  ground.  His
s t o r y ,  b o t h  i n  i t s
c r e a t i o n  a n d  i t s
content,  remains  one
of the most fascinating
in  English  literature.
So, the next time you



10

10 Who Wrote The Alice In
Wonderland

2023-07-01

encounter  a  grinning
cat  o r  a  c razy  tea
party,  remember  the

m a n  b e h i n d  t h e
curtain—the  brilliant,
shy,  and  ever-curious
Lewis Carroll.


