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THE ENDURING
MAGIC OF
FOLKLORE: A
COMPREHENSIVE
LIST OF FAIRY
TALES STORIES

For centuries, fairy
tales have served as a
bridge between
generations, carrying
with them the hopes,
fears, and moral
lessons of the cultures
from which they
sprang. These stories
are more than just

simple bedtime
reading; they are
intricate tapestries

woven with threads of

fantasy, reality, and
deep-seated human
emotion. From the dark
forests of Germany to
the royal palaces of
France and the rural
villages of Russia, fairy
tales have shaped our
collective imagination.
This article provides an
extensive list of fairy
tales stories from
various traditions,
exploring their origins,
key characters, and
the timeless wisdom
they continue to
impart. Whether you
are a parent looking for
a new story to read to
your child, a student of
literature, or simply
someone seeking a
nostalgic return to


https://everybodystreet.com/

childhood, this
comprehensive guide
will serve as your

gateway into the
magical world of
folklore.

THE WESTERN
CANON: TALES
FROM THE
BROTHERS GRIMM
AND HANS
CHRISTIAN
ANDERSEN

When most people
think of a list of fairy
tales stories, their
minds immediately
turn to the works of the
Brothers Grimm and
Hans Christian
Andersen. These two
collections form the
bedrock of Western
fairy tale tradition,
although their tones
and purposes are quite
different. The Grimms
collected Germanic
folklore, often
preserving the darker,

more brutal elements
of the oral tradition.
Andersen, on the other
hand, wrote original
literary fairy tales,
often infused with
Christian morality and
poignant, sometimes
melancholic, beauty.

Classic
Tales
from the
Brothers
Grimm

The Grimm Brothers'
collection, first
published in 1812 as
"Children's and
Household Tales,"
includes some of the
most famous stories
ever told. Here is a list
of fairy tales stories
from their canon that
have become cultural
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staples:

e Snow White
and the Seven
Dwarfs: The
story of a
princess forced
into hiding by her
jealous
stepmother, the
evil queen, who
famously asks,
"Mirror, mirror on
the wall, who is
the fairest of
them all?" This
tale explores
themes of vanity,
envy, and the
redemptive
power of
kindness.

Little Red
Riding Hood: A
cautionary tale
about a girl who
ventures into the
woods to visit
her
grandmother,
only to be tricked
by a cunning
wolf. The story

warns against
the dangers of
talking to
strangers and
straying from the
path.

Hansel and
Gretel: Two
siblings
abandoned in the
forest by their
impoverished
parents stumble
upon a house
made of bread
and cakes,
owned by a witch
who plans to eat
them. It is a story
of survival,
resourcefulness,
and the triumph
of cleverness
over brute force.
Rapunzel: A
beautiful girl with
impossibly long
hair is locked in a
tower by a witch.
A prince
discovers her
and climbs her



hair to rescue
her, only for the
witch to discover
their plan. This
story is a classic
romance about
longing and
escape.
Rumpelstiltskin
: Amiller's
daughter must
spin straw into
gold for the king,
a task she
accomplishes
with the help of a
strange little
man who
demands her
firstborn child in
return. Itis a
story about
greed, promises,
and the power of
knowing
someone's name.
Cinderella:
Perhaps the most
famous rags-to-
riches story,
involving a kind-
hearted qgirl, a

wicked
stepmother, ugly
stepsisters, a
fairy godmother,
and a lost glass
slipper.

The Frog
Prince: A
princess makes a
pact with a frog,
who helps her
retrieve her
golden ball from
a well. She must
keep her promise
to let him eat
from her plate
and sleep on her
pillow, which
eventually leads
to him
transforming into
a handsome
prince.
Sleeping
Beauty: A
princess is
cursed by a
vengeful fairy to
prick her finger
on a spindle and
die, a curse that
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is softened to a list of fairy tales stories
hundred-year from the Danish

sleep from which  author:

she can only be
awakened by
true love's kiss.

The
Poignant
Tales of
Hans
Christian
Andersen

Hans Christian
Andersen's stories are
not always happy, but
they are always deeply
moving. They often
feature inanimate
objects or animals as
main characters,
exploring themes of
identity, belonging,
and sacrifice. Here is a

e The Little

Mermaid: A
young mermaid
princess falls in
love with a
human prince
and makes a
terrible bargain
with a sea witch,
trading her voice
for human legs.
Every step feels
like walking on
knives, and if she
fails to win the
prince's love, she
will turn into sea
foam. Unlike the
Disney version,
Andersen's
ending is
poignant and
spiritual.

The Ugly
Duckling: A
story of
transformation
and self-
discovery,



following a
cygnet born
among ducks
who is mocked
for his awkward
appearance. He
eventually grows
into a beautiful
swan, teaching a
valuable lesson
about inner
beauty and not
judging by
appearances.
Thumbelina: A
tiny girl born
from a flower is
kidnapped by a
toad, then taken
by a beetle, and
eventually forced
to consider
marriage to a
mole. She longs
for the light and
the sun, finally
finding her true
home with a tiny
prince.

The Emperor's
New Clothes: A
satire about

vanity and social
conformity,
where two
weavers trick an
vain emperor
into wearing
"invisible"
clothes that only
the wise can see.
No one admits
they see nothing
until a small child
points out the
truth.

The Princess
and the Pea: A
prince seeks a
real princess,
and a young
woman seeking
shelter from the
rain claims to be
one. The queen
tests her by
placing a pea
under twenty
mattresses and
twenty feather
beds. In the
morning, the
princess
complains of a
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terrible night's
sleep, proving
her royal
sensitivity.

The Steadfast
Tin Soldier: A
one-legged tin
soldier falls in
love with a paper
ballerina. He
faces numerous
dangers,
including being
melted in a fire,
but remains
steadfast in his
love. It is a tragic
and beautiful
story of devotion.
The Little
Match Girl: A
heartbreaking
story of a poor
girl who walks
barefoot through
the snowy
streets on New
Year's Eve, trying
to sell matches.
She lights them
to warm herself
and sees

beautiful visions
before freezing
to death. Itis a
stark critique of
social inequality.

FAIRY TALES FROM
THE AFRICAN
CONTINENT

While European fairy
tales are well-known,
the African continent
holds a vast and
vibrant tradition of
storytelling. These
tales often feature
trickster figures like
Anansi the Spider
(from West Africa) or
the clever hare (from
East Africa). They are
frequently used to
explain natural
phenomena, teach
moral lessons about
community, and
celebrate the wisdom
of the elderly. Here is a
list of fairy tales stories
from various African
traditions:



¢ Anansi and the
Pot of Wisdom:
Anansi, the
trickster spider,
wants to own all
the wisdom in
the world. He
collectsitin a
pot and tries to
hide it in a tree,
but his own son's
cleverness
reveals that
wisdom cannot
be hoarded; it
must be shared.

* How the
Tortoise Got Its
Shell: A tale
explaining why
the tortoise has a
cracked shell.
The tortoise is
often portrayed
as cunning but
vulnerable, and
his shell
becomes both a
protection and a
burden.

e The Lion's
Whisker: A story

from Ethiopia
about a woman
who must obtain
a lion's whisker
to cure her
husband's anger.
A wise man helps
her earn the
lion's trust,
teaching a lesson
about patience
and
understanding.
Why the Sun
and Moon Live
in the Sky: A
Nigerian folktale
explaining how
the sun and
moon, once
friends on earth,
were forced to
move to the sky
because of the
chaos caused by
the water.

The Girl Who
Wanted to
Marry the
Moon: A story
about a girl who
sets impossible
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conditions for her
suitors, only to
learn humility. It
is a common
theme across
many cultures,
warning against
excessive pride.

ASIAN FAIRY
TALES AND
FOLKLORE

Asia is home to some
of the oldest and most
sophisticated literary
traditions in the world.
Fairy tales from Asia
often include elements
of Buddhism, Taoism,
and Confucianism, and
they frequently feature
dragons, talking
animals, and magical
objects. The tales are
often longer and more
complex than their
European counterparts,
reflecting the rich
cultural heritages of
countries like Japan,
China, India, and
Korea. Here is a list of

fairy tales stories from
Asia:

Japanese

Folktales
(Mukashi
Banashi)

e Momotaro (The
Peach Boy): A
boy born from a
giant peach goes
on a quest to
defeat a band of
ogres (oni) on
Onigashima
island,
accompanied by
a dog, a monkey,
and a pheasant.
It is a story of
friendship and
bravery.

e The Tale of the
Bamboo Cutter
(Taketori
Monogatari):
An ancient story



10

about a
mysterious girl,
Kaguya-hime,
who is found
inside a glowing
bamboo stalk.
She attracts
many suitors
with impossible
tasks, but she is
eventually
revealed to be a
princess from the
moon who must
return home.
Urashima Taro:
A fisherman who
rescues a turtle
is taken to the
underwater
Dragon Palace.
He spends what
he thinks are a
few days there,
but when he
returns to his
village, he finds
that hundreds of
years have
passed. He
opens a
forbidden box

and turns into an
old man.

The Grateful
Crane: A man
saves a crane,
and later a
mysterious
woman comes to
his house and
weaves beautiful
cloth, asking not
to be watched.
When he
eventually peeks,
he sees a crane
plucking its own
feathers to
weave. The
crane then flies
away, having
repaid his
kindness.

Chinese
Fairy
Tales

e The Butterfly

Lovers: A
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Chinese Romeo
and Juliet story
about two lovers,
Liang Shanbo
and Zhu Yingtai,
who are
separated by
social class and
family duty. They
are transformed
into butterflies,
allowing them to
be together
forever.

Mulan: The story
of a young
woman who
disguises herself
as a man to take
her elderly
father's place in
the army. It is a
tale of filial piety,
courage, and
gender identity.
The Cowherd
and the
Weaver Girl: A
love story
between a mortal
cowherd
(Niulang) and a

11

weaving fairy
(Zhin) who is
the daughter of
the Jade
Emperor. They
are separated by
the Milky Way
but are allowed
to meet once a
year on the
seventh day of
the seventh lunar
month.

The Legend of
the White
Snake: A white
snake spirit takes
human form and
falls in love with
a mortal man. A
Buddhist monk,
Fahai, is
determined to
separate them
and expose her
true nature,
leading to a
dramatic
confrontation.
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Indian
Folktales

e The
Panchatantra:
A collection of
interwoven
animal fables
from ancient
India, designed
to teach political
strategy and life
lessons to
princes. Stories
like "The Monkey
and the
Crocodile" and
"The Lion and
the Mouse"
originate here.

¢ Vikram and the
Vampire
(Vetala
Panchavimshat
i): A series of 25
tales told by a
ghost (Vetala) to
King
Vikramaditya,
who must carry

the ghost to a
cremation
ground without
speaking. Each
tale ends with a
riddle.

Savitri and
Satyavan: A
princess named
Savitri chooses
to marry a man
who is destined
to die within a
year. When
Yama, the god of
death, comes for
her husband, she
follows him and
argues so
eloquently that
she wins her
husband's life
back.

How Ganesha
Got His
Elephant Head:
A Hindu
mythological tale
explaining how
the god Ganesha
was beheaded by
his father Shiva
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and then given
the head of the
first living
creature found,
which was an
elephant.

FAIRY TALES FROM
THE MIDDLE EAST
AND PERSIA

The Middle Eastern
tradition, particularly
the collection known as
"One Thousand and
One Nights" (Arabian
Nights), has given the
world some of its most
fantastical stories.
These tales are framed
by the story of
Scheherazade, who
tells a new story every
night to the king to
delay her execution.
Here is a list of fairy
tales stories from this
rich tradition:

e Aladdin and
the Wonderful
Lamp: A poor
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boy in a Chinese
city (in the
original story) is
tricked by a
sorcerer into
retrieving a
magic lamp from
a cave. The lamp
contains a
powerful genie
who grants
wishes. Aladdin
uses the lamp to
win the love of
the princess and
defeat the
sorcerer.

Ali Baba and
the Forty
Thieves: A
woodcutter
named Ali Baba
discovers the
secret den of a
band of thieves,
who open their
cave with the
phrase "Open,
Sesame!" He
takes some of
their treasure



