
Summary Of The Novel The Great Gatsby 1

Summary Of The
Novel The Great
Gatsby

Summary Of
The Novel
The Great
Gatsby

Downloaded from
everybodystreet.com

by Vazquez &
Alyson

AN AMERICAN
MASTERPIECE:
JOURNEY INTO THE
JAZZ AGE

F.  Scott  Fitzgerald's
The Great Gatsby  is
more than just a novel;
it  is  a  shimmering,
tragic  portrait  of  the
American Dream's dark
underbelly. Set against
the  backdrop  of  the
extravagant Jazz Age in
1922, this  concise yet
powerful story explores
themes of wealth, love,
ambition,  and  social
decay.  For  anyone

s e e k i n g  a  d e e p
summary  o f  the
novel  The  Great
Gatsby, this guide will
walk  you  through  the
intr icate  plot ,  the
complex  characters,
and  the  endur ing
symbols that make this
b o o k  a  s t a p l e  o f
American  literature.
Whether  you  are  a
student  preparing  for
an  exam  or  a  reader
rediscovering a classic,
understanding  the
narrative  arc  of  Jay
Gatsby's doomed quest
i s  e s s e n t i a l  t o
a p p r e c i a t i n g
Fitzgerald's  critique  of
society.
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SETTING THE
STAGE: EAST EGG,
WEST EGG, AND
THE VALLEY OF
ASHES

Before  diving  into  the
summary  o f  the
novel  The  Great
Gatsby,  it  is  vital  to
u n d e r s t a n d  t h e
geography that shapes
its  conflicts.  The  story
is  narrated  by  Nick
Carraway,  a  young
man from the Midwest
who  moves  to  New
York  in  the  spring  of
1922 to learn the bond
business.  He  rents  a
small  house  in  West
Egg, a less fashionable
area  of  Long  Island.
Across  the  bay  l ies
East Egg, home to the
" o l d  m o n e y "
aristocracy,  including
h i s  c o u s i n  D a i s y
Buchanan  and  her
h u s b a n d ,  T o m .
Between  these  two
worlds of privilege lies

the Valley of Ashes, a
desolate  industrial
wasteland overseen by
the  g i an t  eyes  o f
Doctor  T.  J.  Eckleburg
on  a  billboard.  This
setting  is  not  merely
decorative; it serves as
a  powerful  symbol  of
t h e  m o r a l  d e c a y
hidden  beneath  the
glittering surface of the
wealthy. Nick's home is
strangely  positioned
next  to  an  enormous,
mysterious  mansion
o w n e d  b y  t h e
enigmatic  Jay  Gatsby,
setting  the  stage  for
the summer of  drama
that follows.

THE MAIN
CHARACTER: THE
ENIGMATIC JAY
GATSBY

At  the  heart  of  every
summary  o f  the
novel  The  Great
Gatsby  is  the  man
himself:  Jay  Gatsby.
Born James Gatz on a
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farm in  North  Dakota,
he  reinvents  himself
entirely.  He  is  a  self-
made man of immense
wealth,  known  for
t h r o w i n g  l a v i s h ,
extravagant  parties  at
his West Egg mansion
every  Saturday  night.
Yet,  Gatsby remains a
g h o s t  a t  h i s  o w n
celebrations;  he  is  a
lonely  figure,  often
seen  standing  on  his
dock,  staring  across
the bay at a green light
at  the  end  of  Daisy
Buchanan's  dock.  This
green  l i gh t  i s  the
central  symbol  of  the
novel,  representing
Gatsby's  obsessive
hope and his relentless
pursuit of an idealized
future. Gatsby is not a
gangster or a fraud in
his own mind; he is a
romantic  hero,  a  man
who  believes  he  can
repeat  the  past  and
win  the  love  of  the
golden  girl  he  lost  five

years earlier.

A COMPREHENSIVE
SUMMARY OF THE
NOVEL THE GREAT
GATSBY: THE PLOT
UNFOLDS

Chapter
1-3: The
Glittering
Surface
and the
Lonely
Host
The  plot  begins  with
Nick's  arrival  and  his
d i n n e r  w i t h  t h e
Buchanans in East Egg.
H e r e ,  w e  s e e  t h e
casual  cruelty  of  Tom
Buchanan  and  the
restless,  "careless"
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nature  of  Daisy.  Nick
immediately  senses  a
t e n s i o n  i n  t h e i r
m a r r i a g e .  U p o n
returning  home,  Nick
sees  Gatsby  standing
on  his  lawn,  reaching
toward the green light.
Gatsby 's  ident i ty
remains  a  mystery,
fueled by wild rumors.
Nick eventually attends
one of Gatsby's parties,
where he feels  out  of
p l a c e  a m o n g  t h e
hedonistic,  careless
crowd. He finally meets
Gatsby, a charming but
nervous  man  who
recognizes  Nick  from
their  service  in  World
War I. The party ends,
a n d  t h e  s e n s e  o f
emptiness beneath the
g l i t t e r  b e c o m e s
apparent.

Chapter

4-6: The
Dream
Revealed
and the
Past
Reconstr
ucted
Nick  begins  to  learn
the truth. Gatsby takes
him  to  lunch  in  New
York  City,  and  during
the drive, Gatsby tells
him a fabricated story
of his past. Later, Nick
m e e t s  G a t s b y ' s
business  associate,
Meyer  Wolfsheim,  a
Jewish  gangster  who
fixed  the  1919  World
Series. This reveals the
cr iminal  source  of
Gatsby's  wealth.  The
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pivotal moment of this
section  comes  when
Jordan  Baker,  Daisy's
friend,  tells  Nick  the
backstory:  five  years
prior, Gatsby and Daisy
w e r e  i n  l o v e ,  b u t
Gatsby  was  too  poor.
Daisy married Tom for
his money and status.
Gatsby  bought  his
mansion  in  West  Egg
specifically  to  be
across  the  bay  from
Daisy. He has built his
entire  fortune  to  win
h e r  b a c k .  N i c k
arranges  a  tea  at  his
h o u s e ,  r e u n i t i n g
Gatsby and Daisy. The
reunion is awkward at
first, but soon, their old
passion  reignites.
Gatsby  is  ecstatic;  he
b e l i e v e s  h e  h a s
achieved his dream.

Chapter

7-9: The
Confronta
tion, the
Tragedy,
and the
Collapse
A  crucial  part  of  any
summary  o f  the
novel  The  Great
Gatsby  is  the  tragic
climax. Tom Buchanan
becomes suspicious of
Daisy's  affair  with
Ga t sby .  Du r i ng  a
sweltering  hot  day  in
New  York,  the  group
rents  a  suite  at  the
P l a z a  H o t e l .  T o m
confronts  Gatsby,
e x p o s i n g  h i s
bootlegging  fortune
a n d  c r i m i n a l
connections.  Daisy,
unable  to  withstand
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the  pressure,  falters
and  admits  she  loved
Tom. Gatsby, in denial,
insists  she  will  leave
Tom. On the drive back
to  Long  Island,  Daisy
drives Gatsby's car. In
a terrible accident, she
hits  and  kills  Myrtle
Wilson, Tom's mistress,
who runs into the road.
Ga t sby  t akes  the
blame to protect Daisy.
Tom  tel ls  Myrt le 's
gr ieving  husband,
George  Wilson,  that
Gatsby was the driver.
G e o r g e ,  s e e k i n g
r e v e n g e ,  s h o o t s
Gatsby  dead  in  his
swimming  pool  and
then kills himself. Nick
i s  l e f t  t o  a r range
Gatsby's funeral, which
i s  t r a g i c a l l y
unattended.  The party
people  who  ate  his
food  and  drank  his
champagne  vanish.
The  dream  is  dead.

DEEP DIVE INTO
THE CHARACTERS

Nick
Carraway
: The
Moral
Compass
Nick  is  the  narrator,
the reader's  eyes and
ears.  He claims to  be
honest  and  reserved.
He  is  drawn  to  the
glamour of the East but
is ultimately disgusted
by  the  carelessness
and  corruption  of  the
wealthy. He is the only
c h a r a c t e r  w h o
genuinely  cares  about
Gatsby after his death,
labeling  Gatsby  as
"great" because of his
capacity  for  hope and
romantic  idealism,
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despite  his  flawed
methods.

Daisy
Buchanan
: The
Golden
Girl
Daisy  is  the  object  of
Gatsby's desire. She is
beautiful,  charming,
and wealthy, but she is
also  shallow,  fickle,
a n d  u l t i m a t e l y  a
"careless  person"  who
smashes things up and
retreats  back  into  her
money. She represents
the  una t ta inab le
nature of the American
Dream for Gatsby. She
l o v e s  t h e  i d e a  o f
Gatsby's  devotion  but
is not strong enough to
leave  the  security  of
her marriage to Tom.

Tom
Buchanan
: The
Brutal
Aristocrat
Tom is the antagonist.
H e  i s  i n c r e d i b l y
wealthy,  arrogant,
physically  imposing,
a n d  r a c i s t .  H e
r e p r e s e n t s  t h e
e s t a b l i s h e d  " o l d
money"  c lass  that
looks  down  on  the
nouveau  riche  l ike
Gatsby.  He  t reats
women as possessions
and  is  hypocritical,
having  his  own  affair
with Myrtle Wilson. He
is the wall that Gatsby
cannot break through.
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Jordan
Baker:
The
Modern

Woman
Jordan is a professional
golfer  and  Daisy's
friend. She is beautiful,
cynical, and dishonest.
She  represents  the
"new  woman"  of  the
1920s, but she is also
morally  bankrupt.  She
has  a  brief  romance
with Nick,  but  it  ends
because  Nick  finds  her
d i s h o n e s t y  a n d
carelessness repulsive.

THEMATIC
ANALYSIS:
BEYOND THE
SUMMARY OF THE

NOVEL THE GREAT
GATSBY

The
American
Dream: A
Distortion
The novel is a powerful
c r i t i q u e  o f  t h e
Amer ican  Dream.
Gatsby's  r ise  from
poverty  to  immense
wealth  is  the  classic
immigrant  story,  but
h i s  m e t h o d s  a r e
criminal and his goal is
shallow.  He  believes
that  wealth  can erase
time and buy love. The
novel suggests that the
American  Dream  has
become corrupted into
a  pursuit  of  material
wealth  and  status,
d e v o i d  o f  m o r a l
purpose. The dream is
not about achievement
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but  about  possessing
an unattainable past.

Class and
Social
Stratificat
ion
Fitzgerald  paints  a
stark  picture  of  class
divisions.  East  Egg
represents  inherited
weal th  and  soc ia l
snobbery.  West  Egg
represents new money,
gaudy  and  insecure.
The  Valley  of  Ashes
r e p r e s e n t s  t h e
forgotten  working
class, who are literally
and figuratively ground
down by the machinery
of  the  wealthy.  No
mat te r  how  much
money Gatsby  makes,
h e  w i l l  n e v e r  b e
accepted  by  Tom's
crowd.  The  divide  is

absolute.

Love vs.
Obsessio
n
Gatsby's love for Daisy
is not really love for a
real  woman;  it  is  an
obsess ion  with  an
idealized  memory.  He
has built her up into a
goddess,  a  symbol  of
everything  he  desires.
He  wants  to  "repeat
the past" and erase the
five  years  she  spent
w i t h  T o m .  T h i s  i s
impossible.  Daisy  is  a
real,  flawed  person,
and  Gatsby's  inability
to see her clearly is the
cause  of  his  tragedy.
The novel  argues that
the object of desire is
often  less  important
than the act of desiring
itself.
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The Eyes
of Doctor
T.J.
Eckleburg
: The
Watchful
God
This  giant  billboard  in
the Valley of Ashes is a
recurring  symbol.  It
represents a detached,
unseeing  God.  George
Wilson  looks  at  these
eyes and believes they
are  the  eyes  of  God,
b u t  t h e y  d o  n o t
intervene or judge. The
characters  live  in  a
world  devoid  of  moral
au tho r i t y ,  whe re
actions have no cosmic
consequences.  The

only judgment is social,
and  that  judgment  is
flawed  and  biased  by
wealth.

KEY SYMBOLS IN
THE GREAT
GATSBY

The Green
Light:
Represents
Gatsby's hope,
his dream of
Daisy, and the
future. It is the
central symbol of
the novel's tragic
optimism.
The Valley of
Ashes:
Symbolizes the
moral and social
decay of the
wealthy, the
emptiness of the
American Dream,
and the cost of
progress.
Gatsby's
Mansion and
Parties:
Represent the
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excess and
emptiness of the
Roaring
Twenties. They
are a stage for a
performance, not
a home.
The Eyes of
Doctor T.J.
Eckleburg:
Represent the
fading of God
and moral
authority in the
modern world.
The Color
Gold/Yellow:
Represents
money, glamour,
and corruption
(Gatsby's car is
yellow, Daisy is a
"golden girl").

WHY THIS STORY
ENDURES: THE
LEGACY OF THE
NOVEL

T h e  r e a s o n  a
summary  o f  the
novel  The  Great

G a t s b y  f e e l s  s o
famil iar  is  that  i ts
themes  are  timeless.
T h e  n o v e l  w a s  a
commercial  failure
when  publ ished  in
1 9 2 5 ,  b u t  i t  w a s
rediscovered  during
World  War  II  and  has
s i n c e  b e c o m e  a
cornerstone  of  high
school  and  college
curricula. Its relevance
continues  because  it
speaks to the universal
human  experience  of
longing  for  what  we
canno t  have ,  t he
i l l u s i on  o f  soc i a l
mobility,  and  the  gap
between  appearance
and reality. Fitzgerald's
prose  is  poetic  and
evocative,  capturing
the beauty and tragedy
of  the  era.  The  final
lines of the novel, "So
we  beat  on ,  boats
against  the  current,
borne back ceaselessly
into  the  past,"  are  a
haunting  reminder  of
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our  futile  struggle  to
escape  the  pul l  o f
history  and  our  own
desires.

COMMON
MISCONCEPTIONS
ABOUT THE NOVEL

Gatsby is a1.
romantic hero:
While he is
sympathetic, he
is also a criminal
and a stalker.
The novel
critiques, not
celebrates, his
obsession.
Daisy is an2.
innocent
victim: Daisy is
complicit in the
tragedy. She is a
carefree socialite
who chooses
comfort over
love and lets
Gatsby take the
blame for the
murder.
The novel is3.
just about the

1920s: While it
is a snapshot of
the Jazz Age, its
critique of
wealth, class,
and obsession is
universal and
applies to any
era.
Nick is a4.
reliable
narrator: Nick is
biased. He
admires Gatsby
and is harsh on
Tom and Daisy.
We are seeing
the story through
his subjective
lens.

CONCLUSION: THE
FINAL ECHO OF A
BROKEN DREAM

I n  c o n c l u s i o n ,  a
summary  o f  the
novel  The  Great
Gatsby is ultimately a
s t o r y  a b o u t  t h e
terrifying  power  of
hope and the crushing
weight  of  reality.  Jay
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Gatsby, the mysterious
millionaire, is unable to
see  tha t  t he  pas t
cannot  be  recaptured.
He believes that wealth
c a n  b u y  l o v e  a n d
s t a t u s ,  b u t  h e  i s
ultimately  destroyed
by the very society he
tries to join. Fitzgerald
creates  a  wor ld  of
dazzling  beauty  and
profound  emptiness,
where  the  parties  are
loud and the souls are
quiet. The novel leaves
the reader with a sense
of  tragic  beauty,  a

reminder  that  the
green light on the dock
is forever out of reach.
It  is  a  cautionary tale
about  the  American
Dream,  a  poignant
exploration of love and
o b s e s s i o n ,  a n d  a
master fu l  work  o f
l i t e r a r y  a r t  t h a t
remains  as  relevant
t o d a y  a s  i t  w a s  a
cen tu ry  ago .  The
parties  may  be  over,
but  the  quest ions
Gatsby  raised  about
wealth,  identity,  and
t h e  p u r s u i t  o f
happiness are eternal.


