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EXPLORING SCIENCE A CLOSER LOOK GRADE 5: A
COMPREHENSIVE GUIDE

When  it  comes  to  building  a  strong  foundation  in  scientific
thinking for elementary students, few resources are as trusted as
the Science A Closer Look Grade 5  program. Published by
McGraw-Hill  Education,  this  curriculum  is  designed  to  spark
curiosity and foster a deep understanding of the natural world.
Whether you are a parent supporting your child at home or a
teacher  planning  engaging  lessons,  understanding  what  this
program offers can make a significant difference in how students
experience science. In this article, we will take a thorough look at
the  structure,  content,  teaching  philosophy,  and  practical
benefits  of  the  Science  A  Closer  Look  Grade  5  program,
helping you see why it remains a popular choice in classrooms
across the country.

WHAT IS SCIENCE A CLOSER LOOK GRADE 5?

The Science A Closer Look Grade 5  program is  part  of  a
comprehensive K–6 science curriculum developed by McGraw-Hill
Education.  The  series  is  built  on  the  principle  that  science
education should be inquiry-based, meaning students learn by
asking  questions,  conducting  investigations,  and  drawing
conclusions from evidence. The Grade 5 level specifically targets
learners aged 10 to 11, a critical period when children begin to
think  more  abstractly  and  connect  scientific  concepts  to  real-
world  phenomena.
Unlike  traditional  textbooks  that  simply  present  facts  for
memorization,  Science A Closer  Look Grade 5  encourages
active participation. Each lesson is crafted to engage students
through  vivid  photographs,  hands-on  activities,  reading
strategies, and assessment tools that check understanding along
the way. The program covers three major scientific domains: life
science, earth science, and physical science. By the end of the
year,  students  are  expected to  have developed both  content
knowledge and the analytical skills necessary for middle school
science.

CORE COMPONENTS OF THE PROGRAM

To fully appreciate what Science A Closer Look Grade 5 offers,
it is helpful to understand the key components that make up the
curriculum.  These  materials  are  designed  to  work  together
seamlessly, providing a rich learning experience for students and
clear guidance for educators.

Student Edition Textbook
The Student Edition is the heart of the program. It is a colorful,
visually engaging book that presents scientific concepts in a clear
and  age-appropriate  manner.  Each  chapter  begins  with  an
essential question that guides the learning journey. The text is
supported by diagrams, photographs, and illustrations that make
complex  ideas  more  accessible.  In  Science  A  Closer  Look
Grade 5,  the textbook also includes reading support features
such  as  bolded  vocabulary  terms,  margin  notes,  and  "Quick
Check" questions that help students review as they go.

Teacher Edition and Lesson
Plans
The Teacher Edition provides detailed lesson plans, background
information,  and  differentiation  strategies  to  meet  the  needs  of
diverse learners. For each lesson, teachers are given step-by-step
instructions for introducing concepts, facilitating activities, and
assessing  progress.  The  Science  A  Closer  Look  Grade  5
Teacher Edition also includes suggestions for English language
learners  and  students  who  may  need  extra  support  or
enrichment.  This  makes  the  program  adaptable  for  various
classroom  settings,  from  traditional  to  blended  learning
environments.

Activity Lab Book
Hands-on learning is a cornerstone of the series, and the Activity
Lab  Book  is  where  students  put  theory  into  practice.  Each
investigation is aligned with the chapter content and encourages
students  to  follow  the  scientific  method:  ask  a  question,  form a
hypothesis,  conduct  an  experiment,  record  data,  and  draw
conclusions. The lab book in Science A Closer Look Grade 5
includes  both  guided  and  open-ended  investigations,  giving
students  increasing  independence  as  they  build  confidence  in
their  scientific  abilities.

Assessment and Review
Materials
Assessment is integrated throughout the program, not just at the
end  of  a  unit.  Chapter  tests,  lesson  quizzes,  performance
assessments,  and  standardized  test  prep  materials  are  all
included.  The  Science A Closer  Look Grade 5  assessment
resources help teachers track student progress and identify areas
where  additional  instruction  may  be  needed.  This  ongoing
feedback  loop  supports  mastery  learning  and  ensures  that
students are ready for more advanced science coursework.

KEY TOPICS COVERED IN SCIENCE A CLOSER LOOK
GRADE 5

The  curriculum  is  organized  into  units  that  explore  major
scientific disciplines. Each unit is divided into chapters that build
upon one another, creating a cohesive narrative about how the
natural  world  works.  Below  are  the  primary  content  areas
covered in Science A Closer Look Grade 5.

Life Science: Ecosystems
and Living Organisms
In the life science unit, students explore the characteristics of
living things, the structure and function of cells, and the diversity
of  organisms.  A major  focus is  on ecosystems,  including how
energy  flows  through  food  chains  and  food  webs,  the  roles  of
producers,  consumers,  and  decomposers,  and  how organisms
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adapt to their environments. The Science A Closer Look Grade
5  life science section also introduces students to human body
systems,  such  as  the  circulatory,  respiratory,  and  digestive
systems, helping them understand how their own bodies function.

Earth Science: Our
Dynamic Planet
The earth  science unit  covers  topics  such as  the  rock  cycle,
weather  and climate,  the  water  cycle,  and the  solar  system.
Students  learn  about  the  forces  that  shape  Earth's  surface,
including  erosion,  volcanic  activity,  and  plate  tectonics.  In
Science A Closer Look Grade 5,  the earth science lessons
emphasize  the  interconnectedness  of  Earth's  systems.  For
example, students discover how the atmosphere, hydrosphere,
and geosphere interact to create weather patterns and support
life.

Physical Science: Matter
and Energy
The physical science unit introduces students to the properties of
matter, forms of energy, and the principles of motion and force.
Key concepts include states of  matter,  chemical  and physical
changes,  light  and  sound,  electricity,  and  magnetism.  The
Science A Closer Look Grade 5 physical science lessons often
include engaging experiments, such as building simple circuits or
testing  the  conductivity  of  different  materials,  which  make
abstract  concepts  concrete  and  memorable.

INQUIRY-BASED LEARNING IN SCIENCE A CLOSER
LOOK GRADE 5

One of the standout features of this program is its emphasis on
inquiry-based learning. Rather than simply telling students facts,
Science A Closer Look Grade 5 invites them to ask questions
and seek answers through investigation. This approach mirrors
how  real  scientists  work  and  helps  students  develop  critical
thinking skills that extend beyond the science classroom.

The 5E Instructional Model
The program is structured around the 5E model: Engage, Explore,
Explain,  Elaborate,  and  Evaluate.  Each  lesson  follows  this
framework to ensure a complete learning cycle. For example, a
lesson on the water cycle might begin by engaging students with
a photo of clouds or rain. Students then explore by conducting an
experiment with evaporation. The teacher explains the science
behind the experiment, and students elaborate by applying their
knowledge  to  new  situations,  such  as  predicting  weather
patterns. Finally, evaluation measures their understanding. This
thoughtful structure makes Science A Closer Look Grade 5
both systematic and student-centered.

Developing Scientific Skills
Beyond content knowledge, the program emphasizes skills such
as  observing,  classifying,  measuring,  predicting,  and
communicating.  Students  learn  to  use  scientific  tools  like
microscopes  and  thermometers,  record  data  in  tables  and
graphs, and write conclusions based on evidence. These skills are
woven into every chapter of Science A Closer Look Grade 5,
preparing students not only for future science classes but also for

everyday problem-solving.

HOW SCIENCE A CLOSER LOOK GRADE 5 SUPPORTS
DIFFERENT LEARNERS

Every student learns differently, and the Science A Closer Look
Grade 5 program includes built-in features to support a variety
of learning styles and needs.

Visual and Textual Support
The textbook is rich with visuals, including diagrams, charts, and
photographs  that  help  explain  scientific  concepts.  For  students
who  struggle  with  reading,  the  program  offers  leveled  readers
and audio support. Vocabulary is reinforced through word banks,
glossaries, and visual cues. These features ensure that Science
A Closer Look Grade 5 is accessible to students with diverse
reading abilities.

Hands-On Activities for
Kinesthetic Learners
For  students  who learn  best  by  doing,  the  program provides
numerous hands-on investigations. From building models of the
solar  system  to  dissecting  flowers,  the  activities  in  Science  A
Closer Look Grade 5 allow kinesthetic learners to engage with
content  in  a  tangible  way.  These  experiments  also  foster
teamwork and communication skills  when conducted in group
settings.

Extensions for Advanced
Learners
Students who quickly master the core content are not left without
challenge.  The  program  includes  enrichment  activities,  STEM
projects,  and  cross-curricular  connections  that  deepen
understanding  and  encourage  independent  exploration.  For
instance, after studying the rock cycle in Science A Closer Look
Grade 5, advanced learners might be tasked with researching
how  different  types  of  rocks  are  used  in  construction  or
technology.

ALIGNING WITH EDUCATIONAL STANDARDS

Teachers and parents alike want to know that the curriculum they
use is  aligned with educational  standards.  Science A Closer
Look Grade 5 is designed to meet state science standards and
the Next Generation Science Standards (NGSS). This alignment
ensures  that  students  are  learning  the  concepts  and  skills
expected at the fifth-grade level, including crosscutting concepts
like patterns, cause and effect, and systems and system models.
Using  Science  A  Closer  Look  Grade  5  gives  educators
confidence that their instruction is both rigorous and relevant.

PRACTICAL TIPS FOR USING SCIENCE A CLOSER LOOK
GRADE 5

Whether you are a teacher or a parent, there are several ways to
get  the  most  out  of  the  Science  A  Closer  Look  Grade 5
program.

Preview the chapter together: Before starting a new
unit, look at the chapter opener and discuss the essential
question. This sets the stage for learning and activates
prior knowledge.
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Incorporate the activities: Do not skip the hands-on
labs. Even simple experiments can make a lasting
impression and solidify understanding. The Science A
Closer Look Grade 5 Activity Lab Book provides clear
instructions that make implementation easy.
Use the online resources: McGraw-Hill offers digital
components, including interactive games, videos, and
virtual labs. These tools can enhance the lessons and
appeal to tech-savvy students.
Connect science to everyday life: Point out real-world
examples of the concepts being studied. If the chapter
covers matter, discuss how cooking involves chemical
changes. If the topic is ecosystems, observe the plants and
animals in your own neighborhood.
Review regularly: The Science A Closer Look Grade 5
program includes review sections and practice tests. Use
these to reinforce learning and prepare for assessments
without cramming.

THE ROLE OF TECHNOLOGY IN SCIENCE A CLOSER
LOOK GRADE 5

In today's classrooms, technology plays an increasingly important

role.  The  Science  A  Closer  Look  Grade  5  program  offers  a
robust  digital  platform  that  includes  an  interactive  student
edition, virtual labs, and educational games. These digital tools
can be used on interactive whiteboards, tablets, or computers,
making  the  program  flexible  for  both  in-person  and  remote
learning  environments.  Teachers  can  assign  online  activities,
track  student  progress,  and  differentiate  instruction  with  ease.
The technology components of Science A Closer Look Grade 5
are  designed  to  complement,  not  replace,  the  hands-on  and
reading experiences that form the core of the curriculum.

WHY CHOOSE SCIENCE A CLOSER LOOK GRADE 5?

With so many science curricula available, it is natural to wonder
what  sets  Science  A  Closer  Look  Grade  5  apart.  Several
factors make it a standout choice.

Comprehensive coverage: The program addresses life,
earth, and physical sciences with depth and clarity,
ensuring a balanced science education.
Engaging presentation: The vibrant visuals and real-
world connections capture student interest and make
learning enjoyable.
Strong pedagogical foundation:


