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INTRODUCTION:
YOUR GATEWAY
TO CATALINA
ISLAND

Just 22 miles off the
coast of Southern
California lies Santa
Catalina Island, a
rugged paradise that
feels a world away
from the mainland
bustle. With its
charming town of
Avalon, pristine coves,
and wild interior, it is a
top destination for day-
trippers and
vacationers alike. But
for many first-time
visitors, the most

pressing question is a
logistical one: how to
get to Catalina
Island. The good news
is that you have
several excellent
options, each offering a
different experience in
terms of time, cost,
and adventure. This
guide will walk you
through every method,
from the most popular
ferry routes to the
quickest helicopter
flights, ensuring you
choose the best path
for your journey.

Understanding your
transportation choices
is the key to a smooth
trip. Whether you are
traveling from Los
Angeles, Orange
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County, or San Diego,

there is a route
designed for
convenience. This

article will break down
all the logistics,
including departure
points, travel times,
pricing, and insider
tips. By the end, you
will have a clear
picture of exactly how
to get to Catalina
Island and what to
expect when you step
off the boat or

helicopter onto this
Mediterranean-like
shore.

THE MOST
POPULAR WAY:
TAKING THE FERRY
TO CATALINA
ISLAND

For the vast majority of
travelers, the ferry is
the most practical and
budget-friendly answer
to how to get to
Catalina Island
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