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EXPLORING THE
ENIGMATIC CHARM
OF THE ALICE IN
THE COUNTRY OF
HEARTS MAD
HATTER

T h e  w o r l d  o f
Wonderland  has  been
reimagined  countless
t i m e s ,  b u t  f e w
adaptations  capture
the  imagination  quite
like  the  otome  visual
novel  series,  Alice  in
the Country of Hearts.
This Japanese franchise
takes  Lewis  Carroll's
c l a s s i c  t a l e  a n d

transforms  it  into  a
whimsical,  dangerous,
and  romantic  land
where time stands still
and  every  resident
carries  a  weapon.  At
the very  heart  of  this
chaotic realm sits one
of its most compelling
and  complex  figures:
t h e  Al i ce  In  The
Country  Of  Hearts
Mad  Hatter.  Known
primari ly  as  Blood
Dupre, this iteration of
the  Mad  Hatter  is  far
removed  f rom  the
frantic,  tea-obsessed
character  of  popular
culture. He is a suave,
c a l c u l a t i n g ,  a n d
powerful  mafia  boss
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who  rules  the  Hatter
territory  with  an  iron
fist.  This  article  delves
deep into the world of
Blood Dupre, exploring
his personality, his role
in the Hatter Mansion,
h i s  t u m u l t u o u s
relationship with Alice,
and why he remains a
fan-favorite  character
in  the  otome  genre.

Who is
the Mad
Hatter in
the
Country
of
Hearts?
In  the  Al ice  in  the
Country  of  Hearts
universe, the residents

of Wonderland are not
t h e  w h i m s i c a l
c r e a t u r e s  o f  t h e
original book; they are
people  with  ro les,
territories, and a deep-
seated  emot iona l
trauma.  The  land  is
divided into four main
territories:  the  Heart
Castle, the Amusement
Park,  the  Maze,  and
the  Hatter  Mansion.
The  Al i ce  In  The
Country  Of  Hearts
Mad  Hatter  is  the
leader  of  the  Hatter
Mansion  territory.  His
real  name  is  Blood
Dupre,  and  he  is  the
head  of  the  Hatter
family,  a  powerful
mafia-like syndicate.
Blood Dupre is a stark
departure  from  the
typical  image  of  the
Mad Hatter.  He is  not
manic or silly. Instead,
he  is  portrayed  as  a
calm, charismatic, and
dangerously  seductive
man. He is often seen
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smoking  a  cigarette,
drinking  fine  wine  (or
blood,  depending  on
the  situation),  and
wearing  expensive,
stylish  suits.  He  is  a
t a c t i c i a n  a n d  a
p r a g m a t i s t ,  b u t
beneath his composed
exterior  lies  a  deep
well of melancholy and
a  violent  temper.  His
"madness"  is  not  a
zany eccentricity but a
calculated lunacy born
f r om  the  end le s s
repetition  of  days  in
Wonderland,  a  place
where no one dies and
memories are reset.

The Role
of the
Mad
Hatter in

the
Hatter
Mansion
As  the  ruler  of  the
Hatter  territory,  Blood
is  responsible  for  the
safety and order of his
domain.  The  Hatter
Mansion is a sprawling,
gothic  estate  that
s e r v e s  a s  t h e
headquarters  for  his
organization.  It  is  a
p lace  o f  po l i t i ca l
intrigue,  dangerous
deals,  and  constant
vigi lance.  The  key
l ieutenants  in  h is
territory  include  Elliot
March,  his  loyal  and
trigger-happy  rabbit
enforcer,  and  Boris
Airay,  the  Cheshire
Cat, who acts as a spy
and  an  unpredictable
ally.
Blood's leadership style
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is  one  of  controlled
chaos.  He  allows  his
subordinates  a  great
d e a l  o f  f r e e d o m ,
provided  they  remain
loyal.  He  is  fiercely
p r o t e c t i v e  o f  h i s
t e r r i t o r y  a n d  h i s
people,  viewing  them
as his family in a world
where  t rad i t iona l
families  do  not  exist.
The  Al i ce  In  The
Country  Of  Hearts
Mad Hatter is not just
a title;  it  is  a burden.
B lood  car r ies  the
weight of his role with
a  weary  acceptance,
often  expressing  a
desire for change or an
end to the endless loop
o f  t ime ,  ye t  he  i s
bound by the rules of
the world he inhabits.

THE WEAPON OF
THE MAD HATTER:
THE SCISSORS

In  this  reimagined
Wonderland,  every

c h a r a c t e r  h a s  a
weapon  that  reflects
their  personality  and
role. Blood's weapon of
choice is a gigantic pair
of  scissors.  These  are
not  ordinary  scissors;
they  are  a  formidable
weapon  used  in  close
combat.  The  scissors
symbolize his "role" as
the Mad Hatter, as they
are  tools  for  cutting
and  ta i lor ing.  In  a
metaphorical sense, he
is a "tailor" who shapes
events and severs ties.
T h e  v i s u a l  o f  t h e
elegant  Blood  Dupre
wielding a massive pair
of  scissors  is  iconic
within  the  series.  His
combat  style  is  swift,
precise,  and  deadly,
reflecting  his  role  as  a
mafia  boss  who
eliminates threats with
surgical  precision.  The
scissors are also a nod
to  the  original  "Mad
Hatter"  profession  of
hat-making,  cleverly
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twisted into a weapon
of  destruction  by  the
Otomate developers.

The
Complex
Personalit
y of Blood
Dupre
To  understand  the
appeal of the Alice In
T h e  C o u n t r y  O f
Hearts  Mad  Hatter,
one  must  look  at  the
l a y e r s  o f  h i s
personality. Blood is a
study in contradictions.
He  is  arguably  the
most "adult" character
in the game, burdened
by  the  responsibilities
of his territory and the
existential  ennui  of
l i v i n g  i n  a  w o r l d
without  death.  This
makes him melancholic

and,  at  times,  self-
destructive.

The
Charismatic
Leader: Blood is
incredibly
charming. He has
a silver tongue
and knows
exactly what to
say to get what
he wants. He can
be flirtatious and
gentle, making
Alice (and the
player) feel
special and
desired. This
charm is a
weapon he
wields as
effectively as his
scissors.
The Cold-
Blooded Killer:
Despite his
charm, Blood is a
ruthless mafia
boss. He does
not hesitate to
kill those who
threaten his
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territory or his
family. He has a
terrifying "dark
mode" where his
eyes glaze over
and he becomes
a merciless killer.
This duality is
central to his
character; he
loves deeply but
kills without
remorse.
The
Melancholic
Dreamer: The
endless
repetition of time
in Wonderland
weighs heavily
on Blood. He
often speaks of
boredom and a
desire for
something new.
This existential
crisis makes him
one of the most
tragic characters
in the game. He
is looking for an
"exit" from the

game of life,
though he rarely
admits it openly.
The Protective
Guardian:
Underneath the
cool exterior,
Blood has a
strong protective
instinct. He cares
deeply for Elliot,
Boris, and the
other inhabitants
of his mansion.
When Alice
enters his life,
this protective
instinct extends
to her, often in
possessive and
intense ways.

The
Relations
hip
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Between
Alice and
the Mad

Hatter
The central romance of
Blood's route in Alice in
the  Country  of  Hearts
i s  a  s l o w - b u r n ,
e n e m i e s - t o - l o v e r s
narrative.  When  Alice
Liddell  first  arrives  in
Wonderland,  she  is
disoriented, frightened,
and determined to  go
home. She finds herself
in the Hatter Mansion,
w h e r e  B l o o d
immediately  takes  an
interest  in  her.  He  is
i n t r i g u e d  b y  h e r
resistance to the rules
of  the  world  and  her
abil ity  to  grow  and
change, something the
other  inhabi tants
cannot  do.

A DANCE OF POWER
AND VULNERABILITY

Blood  and  A l i ce ' s
r e l a t i o n s h i p  i s  a
constant push and pull.
B l o o d  i s  i n i t i a l l y
dominee r i ng  and
teasing,  treating  Alice
as  a  fascinating  new
toy.  However,  as  the
story progresses, Alice
sees through his mask.
She  recognizes  his
lonel iness  and  his
d e e p - s e a t e d
e x h a u s t i o n .  S h e
challenges  him,  not
with violence, but with
her  stubbornness  and
her unique perspective
as an outsider. This is
what makes the Alice
In  The  Country  Of
Hearts  Mad  Hatter
dynamic so compelling.
Alice is the only person
who  can  truly  "see"
Blood, and he is drawn
t o  h e r  p r e c i s e l y
because she does not
fear him.
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LOVE IN A TIMELESS
LAND

Falling  in  love  with
B l o o d  D u p r e  i s  a
dangerous  affair.  He  is
possessive,  jealous,
and  often  v io lent .
However,  he  is  also
capable  of  profound
t e n d e r n e s s .  T h e
romance in his route is
intense and mature. It
involves  themes  of
trust,  forgiveness,  and
the desire to break free
f r o m  o n e ' s
predetermined  role.
For Blood, loving Alice
means  r isk ing  the
stability of his territory
and  confronting  his
own  fear  o f  be ing
forgotten.  Alice,  in
turn,  must  decide  if
she is willing to stay in
a  world  where  time
does not move forward
to be with a man who
is as dangerous as he
is loving.

How the
Mad
Hatter
Differs
from
Other
Adaptatio
ns
It is vital to distinguish
t h e  Al i ce  In  The
Country  Of  Hearts
Mad  Hatter  f rom
o t h e r  f a m o u s
portrayals.  Unlike  the
Johnny  Depp  version
from  Tim  Burton's
films,  which  is  quirky,
whimsical,  and  driven
by  revenge,  Blood
Dupre is grounded in a
dark,  romantic  reality.
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He is not a tragic hero
who lost his family; he
is  a  tyrant  who  has
grown  t i red  o f  h is
tyranny.  Unlike  the
an imated  D i sney
Hatter,  who  is  simply
silly, Blood is intelligent
and  s t ra teg ic .  He
represents  a  mature,
adult fantasy. He is the
"bad  boy"  archetype
taken  to  a  log ica l
extreme,  complete
with a tragic backstory
and  a  capacity  for
genuine  change.  This
reimagining  is  what
has made the series so
popular among fans of
romantic  fantasy  and
visual novels.

Key
Themes
in the

Mad
Hatter's
Story
T h e  n a r r a t i v e
surrounding  the  Alice
In  The  Country  Of
Hearts  Mad  Hatter
exp lo res  seve ra l
profound  themes:

Identity and1.
Role:
Wonderland
forces everyone
into a role. Blood
struggles with his
identity as the
Mad Hatter and
the "Bloody"
reputation that
comes with it.
His story arc is
often about
finding his true
self outside of his
title.
Immortality2.
and Ennui: The
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fact that no one
can die in
Wonderland is a
curse. Blood is
profoundly bored
and tired. His
relationship with
Alice revitalizes
him, giving him a
sense of purpose
he lost long ago.
Power and3.
Responsibility:
Being a mafia
boss is not just
about violence; it
is about politics,
protection, and
strategy. Blood's
story highlights
the burden of
leadership and
the sacrifices
required to
maintain power.
Found Family:4.
The Hatter
Mansion
operates as a
found family.
Despite his cruel
exterior, Blood

creates a safe
haven for those
who have no
place else to go.
His loyalty to his
"family" is
absolute.

Why Fans
Love the
Mad
Hatter of
the
Country
of Hearts
T h e  e n d u r i n g
popularity  of  Blood
D u p r e  c a n  b e
attributed  to  several
factors.  First,  he  is  a
mature character  in  a
g e n r e  t h a t  o f t e n
focuses  on  younger,
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more  innocent  love
interests.  He  drinks,
smokes, and kills; he is
unapologetically  adult.
S e c o n d ,  h i s
vulnerability is earned.
W h e n  h e  s h o w s
weakness,  i t  feels
significant  because  he
i s  s u c h  a  s t r o n g
character  otherwise.
Third, the voice acting
(by  Katsuyuki  Konishi
in  Japanese)  adds
layers of seduction and
d a n g e r  t h a t  a r e
impossible to replicate
in  text.  Finally,  the
design of the Alice In
T h e  C o u n t r y  O f
Hearts Mad Hatter is
impeccable.  His  tall,
lean figure, sharp suits,
and  knowing  smirk
make him a visual icon
of the otome world.

Conclusio

n
The  Al i ce  In  The
Country  Of  Hearts
Mad  Hatter,  Blood
Dupre, is far more than
a  s i m p l e
reinterpretation  of  a
classic character. He is
a  c o m p l e x ,
m u l t i f a c e t e d
protagonist  whose
story  explores  themes
of  love,  identity,  and
the search for meaning
in  an  unchang ing
world. He represents a
darker,  more  mature
take  on  Wonderland,
one where romance is
tangled  with  violence
and trust is  hard-won.
F o r  f a n s  o f  d a r k
romance  and  intricate
storytell ing,  Blood
Dupre  remains  a  gold
standard.  Whether  he
is  sipping  tea  in  the
Hatter  Mansion  or
cutting down an enemy
with his giant scissors,
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he  commands  the
s c r e e n  w i t h  a n
undeniable  presence.
H i s  s t o r y  i s  a
testament to the power

of  reimagining  old
tales,  proving  that
even  a  "Mad  Hatter"
can have a heart worth
winning.


