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UNDERSTANDING THE IHSA
BASKETBALL OFFICIALS TEST: A
COMPLETE GUIDE FOR ASPIRING
REFEREES

The  IHSA  basketball  officials  test  is  a
crucial milestone for anyone looking to
become  a  certified  basketball  official  in
Illinois. Whether you are a former player,
a longtime fan, or someone who simply
l o v e s  t h e  g a m e ,  p a s s i n g  t h i s
examinat ion  is  your  gateway  to

officiating  high  school  basketball  games
across  the  state.  This  comprehensive
guide will  walk you through everything
you need to know about the test, how to
prepare  effectively,  and  what  to  expect
on exam day.

What Is the IHSA
Basketball
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Officials Test?
The  Illinois  High  School  Association
(IHSA) requires all prospective basketball
officials  to  pass  a  standardized  written
examination before they can be licensed
to  officiate.  The  test  is  designed  to
assess your knowledge of the National
Federation  of  State  High  School
Associations (NFHS) basketball rules, as
well  as  IHSA-specific  policies  and
mechanics.  The  exam  covers  a  wide
range  o f  top ics ,  inc lud ing  ru le
interpretations,  game  management,
mechanics,  and  proper  officiating
procedures.
Passing the IHSA basketball officials test
is not just a formality — it ensures that
every  official  on  the  court  understands

the rules thoroughly and can apply them
consistently.  This protects the integrity
of the game and ensures a fair and safe
environment for student-athletes.

Why the IHSA
Basketball
Officials Test
Matters
Becoming  a  certified  IHSA  basketball
official  requires  dedication  and  a  strong
grasp of the rulebook. The test serves
several important purposes:

Ensures Rule Competency:
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Officials must know the NFHS rules
inside and out. The test verifies
that you can make correct calls in
real-time situations.
Promotes Consistency: Every
official who passes the exam
shares a common understanding
of the rules, which leads to more
uniform officiating across the
state.
Protects Student-Athletes:
Proper officiating reduces the risk
of injuries caused by illegal play or
lack of enforcement.
Maintains IHSA Standards: The
test helps maintain a high level of
professionalism among officials,
reflecting positively on Illinois high
school athletics.

For  many  aspiring  officials,  the  test  is
the  biggest  hurdle  in  the  certification
process.  However,  with  the  right
preparation,  it  is  entirely  manageable.

Who Must Take
the IHSA
Basketball
Officials Test?
Anyone  who  wants  to  officiate  IHSA
basketball games — including both boys’
and girls’  basketball  — must  pass the
test.  This  includes  new  officials  seeking
initial certification as well as experienced
officials who need to recertify each year.
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The  IHSA  basketball  officials  test  is
typically  administered  online,  and
officials  must  achieve  a  passing  score
(usually  75% or  higher,  depending  on
the year) to maintain their license.
Even  veteran  officials  must  retake  a
version  of  the  test  annually  to  stay
cur rent  w i th  ru le  changes  and
interpretations.  This  requirement
ensures  that  all  officials  remain  up-to-
date  with  the  latest  NFHS  rulebook
modifications.

Format and
Content of the

IHSA Basketball
Officials Test
The  test  is  typically  a  multiple-choice
examination.  The  number  of  questions
can vary,  but  it  commonly  consists  of
100 to 120 items. You are given a set
time limit, usually around two hours, but
the test is open-book, meaning you can
refer to the NFHS rulebook and casebook
during the exam.
Topics covered include:

Player and Equipment Rules:1.
Uniform regulations, legal
equipment, and player numbering.
Scoring and Timing: Rules on2.
field goals, free throws, timeouts,
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and substitution procedures.
Fouls and Violations:3.
Definitions, penalties, and
mechanics for calling fouls
(personal, technical, intentional,
flagrant) and violations (traveling,
double dribble, three-second, etc.).
Free Throw Administration:4.
How to handle free throws,
including lane violations and
rebound situations.
Mechanics and Positioning:5.
Proper court coverage, referee and
umpire responsibilities, and
signals.
Game Management: Dealing6.
with coaches, bench decorum, and
handling unusual situations.
IHSA Specific Rules: Any Illinois-7.
specific modifications to NFHS

rules, such as mercy rules or
overtime procedures.
Rule Interpretations: Applying8.
rules to specific scenarios from the
casebook.

The  tes t  emphas izes  pract i ca l
application. You will encounter scenario-
based  questions  that  ask  what  the
correct call is in a given situation. This
requires more than memorization — you
need to understand how rules interact.

How to Prepare
for the IHSA
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Basketball
Officials Test
Preparation is  the key to passing with
confidence.  Here  are  proven  strategies
used  by  successful  officials.

1. STUDY THE NFHS RULEBOOK
AND CASEBOOK

The  official  NFHS  basketball  rulebook  is
your primary resource. Read it cover to
cover,  paying  close  attention  to
definitions and exceptions. The casebook
contains  hundreds  of  plays  with  official
interpretations,  which  are  directly
reflected  in  the  test  questions.  Many
officials  recommend  reading  the

casebook  multiple  times.

2. TAKE PRACTICE TESTS

Numerous online platforms offer practice
exams that simulate the IHSA basketball
officials test.  Websites like Referee.com,
local  association  training  portals,  and
IHSA  partner  sites  often  have  sample
questions.  Taking  practice  tests  helps
you  identify  weak  areas  and  become
familiar with the question format.

3. ATTEND LOCAL ASSOCIATION
MEETINGS AND CLINICS

Most  IHSA  basketball  officials  belong  to
local  officiating  associations.  These
groups  hold  preseason  meetings  and
clinics where veteran officials review key
ru l e  changes  and  tes t  t op i c s .
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Participating in these sessions gives you
access to inside tips and allows you to
ask questions from experienced officials.

4. USE FLASHCARDS AND STUDY
GROUPS

Flashcards are excellent for memorizing
rule  numbers,  penalty  categories,  and
mechanics.  You can also form a study
group  with  other  aspiring  officials.
Discussing  scenarios  helps  reinforce
your  understanding  and  reveals
perspectives  you  might  not  have
considered.

5. FOCUS ON RULE CHANGES

Each year, the NFHS adopts several rule
changes.  The  IHSA  basketball  officials
test  often  includes  several  questions

based on the new rules. Make sure you
are aware of the current year’s changes.
A  summary  of  changes  is  usually
published by the NFHS and distributed
by the IHSA.

6. UNDERSTAND THE MECHANICS

Many  test  questions  involve  proper
officiating  mechanics,  such  as  which
official  covers  a  3-point  attempt  or  how
to rotate during a fast break. Review the
IAABO  (International  Association  of
Approved Basketball Officials) mechanics
manual  i f  required  by  your  local
association.  Proper  mechanics  are  just
as  vital  as  rule  knowledge for  a  well-
rounded official.
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Common
Mistakes to
Avoid on the
IHSA Basketball

Officials Test
Even  experienced  officials  can  stumble
on the test. Avoid these common pitfalls:

Relying Only on Experience:
Playing basketball does not mean
you know all the rules. The test
often includes obscure regulations
that casual players never

encounter, such as backcourt rules
or throw-in violations.
Skipping the Casebook: Many
test takers focus only on the
rulebook, but the casebook
provides the context necessary for
scenario questions.
Ignoring IHSA-Specific
Modifications: Illinois may have
slight variations from national
NFHS rules. For example, overtime
periods or mercy rule
implementation can differ. Make
sure you review the IHSA official
handbook.
Not Managing Time: Although
the test is open-book, you can run
out of time if you spend too long
looking up every answer. Use the
rulebook for tricky questions, but
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answer what you know first
quickly.
Overthinking: Questions are
often straightforward. If you have
studied well, trust your first
instinct. Overanalyzing can lead to
errors.

Tips for Test Day
On  the  day  of  the  IHSA  basketball
officials  test,  ensure you have a reliable
internet  connection,  your  rulebook,
casebook,  and  any  notes  you  are
allowed. The test is typically online, so
find  a  quiet  place  where  you  won't  be
disturbed.

Read each question carefully –
look for double negatives or

qualifiers like “except” or “not”.
Use the search function in your
digital rulebook wisely. Searching
by keyword can save time.
Answer all questions – there is
no penalty for guessing, so if you
are uncertain, eliminate obvious
wrong answers and choose the
best one.
Double-check your answers if
time permits, especially for
questions you flagged as
uncertain.

What Happens



10

10 Ihsa Basketball Officials Test 2024-03-08

After You Pass
the IHSA
Basketball

Officials Test?
Once you achieve a passing score, you
will  be  certified  to  officiate  IHSA
basketball games. However, the learning
doesn't  stop  there.  New  officials  are
often  assigned  to  lower-level  games
(freshman or sophomore) before moving
up to varsity. You will be evaluated by
supervisors  and  may  need  to  attend
further  training  sessions.  Continuing
education  is  required  each  year  to

maintain  your  license.
Passing the IHSA basketball officials test
is  just  the  first  step  in  a  rewarding
journey.  Officiating  high  school
basketball allows you to give back to the
sport, stay active, and earn income while
being part of the game you love. Many
officials  go  on  to  become  mentors,
supervisors,  or  even  college  officials.

Resources for
IHSA Basketball
Officials Test
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Preparation
Here are some resources that can help
you prepare effectively:

NFHS Official Rules Book –
Available for purchase or free
download on the NFHS website.
NFHS Casebook – Contains
hundreds of play situations with
official rulings.
IHSA Officials Page – The official
IHSA website provides test
schedules, registration links, and
rule updates specific to Illinois.
IAABO Mechanics Manual –
Essential for understanding two-
person or three-person officiating
mechanics.
Online forums and Facebook

groups – Groups like “Illinois
Basketball Officials” where
members share study tips and test
experiences.
Practice test websites – Some
officiating supply companies offer
paid or free practice exams
designed to mirror the IHSA test.

Conclusion
The  IHSA  basketball  officials  test  is  a
challenging but fair assessment of your
rule knowledge and officiating readiness.
By  studying  the  NFHS  rulebook  and
casebook,  attending  local  meetings,
taking practice tests, and understanding
the format, you can approach the exam
with  confidence.  Passing  the  test  allows
you to join a proud tradition of Illinois
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high  school  basketball  officials  who
ensure the games are played fairly and
safely. Whether you are just starting or

looking to recertify,  invest  the time in
t h o r o u g h  p r e p a r a t i o n  —  y o u r
performance on the court depends on it.


