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INTRODUCTION: THE RICH
TAPESTRY OF CHARACTERS OF
CITY OF BONES

City  of  Bones,  the  debut  novel  in
Cassandra  Clare's  globally  bestselling
The  Mortal  Instruments  series,
introduces readers to a hidden world of
Shadowhunte r s ,  demons ,  and
Downworlders  living  covertly  alongside
ordinary humans. Published in 2007, this
urban  fantasy  novel  captured  the
imagination of millions, not only for its
intricate world-building but primarily for
its memorable and complex characters
of City of Bones. These characters are
the beating heart of the narrative, each
bringing  unique  motivations,  secrets,
and  arcs  that  drive  the  story  forward.
Understanding the characters of City
of Bones is essential for any fan or new
reader delving into the Shadow World.
From the determined protagonist  Clary
Fray  to  the  enigmatic  Jace  Wayland,
every character plays a pivotal  role in
establishing the tension,  romance,  and
mystery  that  define  the  series.  This
article  offers  a  comprehensive
exploration of the key figures in City of
Bones,  examining  their  personalities,
relationships, and significance within the
broader narrative.

CLARY FRAY: THE RELUCTANT
HEROINE

From Ordinary
Teenager to
Shadowhunter
Clarissa  "Clary"  Fray  is  the  central
protagonist of City of Bones and one of
the most compelling characters of City
of Bones. When the novel begins, Clary
is an ordinary sixteen-year-old girl living
in  New  York  City  with  her  mother,
Jocelyn. She is artistic, imaginative, and
fiercely  protective  of  those  she  loves.
Her life takes a dramatic turn when she
begins  seeing  things  no  one  else
can—mysterious  symbols  and  figures
that turn out to be Shadowhunters and
demons.
Clary's  journey  from  confusion  to
empowerment forms the emotional core
of the story. She is thrust into a world
she  never  knew  existed,  forced  to
confront  truths  about  her  family,  her
identity,  and her  destiny.  What  makes
Clary stand out  among characters of
City  of  Bones  is  her  resilience.  She
refuses to be a passive participant in her
own story. Even when overwhelmed by
new  information,  she  asks  questions,
demands  answers,  and  fights  for  those
she  cares  about.

Clary's
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Relationships
and Growth
Clary's  relationship  with  her  mother,
Jocelyn,  is  a  driving  force  in  the  plot.
When  Jocelyn  is  attacked  and  placed
under  a  mag ica l  coma,  C la ry ' s
determination  to  save  her  mother
becomes  her  primary  motivation.  This
maternal bond adds emotional depth to
Clary's character and fuels her bravery.
Her  friendships  also  define  her.  Simon
Lewis,  her  best  friend since childhood,
represents  her  connection  to  the
mundane  world.  Their  relationship  is
tested  as  Clary  becomes  increasingly
involved  in  the  Shadow  World,  and
Simon's unrequited feelings for her add
a  layer  of  poignant  tension.  Clary's
romantic  arc  with  Jace  Wayland  is
equally  significant.  Their  immediate,
intense connection is  both exhilarating
and complicated,  setting the stage for
o n e  o f  t h e  m o s t  t a l k e d - a b o u t
relationships in young adult fiction.

JACE WAYLAND: THE GOLDEN
WARRIOR

The Archetypal
Shadowhunter
Jace Wayland, later revealed to be Jace
Herondale,  is  arguably  the  most
enigmatic character in City of Bones.
Introduced  as  a  supremely  confident,
witty,  and  devastatingly  handsome
Shadowhunter, Jace embodies the ideal
warrior  of  the  Nephilim.  He  is  trained
from childhood to hunt demons, and his
skills  are  unmatched.  His  sarcastic
remarks and sharp humor mask a deeply

troubled past and a profound sense of
isolation.
Jace is not merely a love interest; he is a
fully  realized  character  with  his  own
traumas  and  conflicts.  Raised  by  the
cruel  and  manipulative  Valentine
Morgenstern,  Jace  struggles  with
questions  of  identity  and  loyalty.  He
believes he is Valentine's son, a belief
that  haunts  him  throughout  City  of
Bones  and  influences  his  decisions.  His
internal  conflict—between  the  darkness
he fears is within him and his desire to
be good—makes him one of  the most
nuanced characters of City of Bones.

Jace and Clary: A
Complicated
Bond
The dynamic between Jace and Clary is
central  to the emotional impact of the
novel.  Their  instant  connection  is
electric,  filled  with  banter,  tension,  and
undeniable  chemistry.  However,  the
revelation that they might be siblings—a
twist that shocked readers—complicates
their relationship profoundly. This taboo
element  adds  a  layer  of  tragedy  and
forbidden longing  to  their  interactions,
making their story both captivating and
heartbreaking.
Jace's  protective instincts  toward Clary
are evident from their  first  meeting,  but
so is his fear of his own darkness. He is a
character  torn  between  what  he  was
taught  and  what  he  feels,  and  this
internal  struggle  makes  him  deeply
relatable  despite  his  superhuman
abilities.
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SIMON LEWIS: THE LOYAL BEST
FRIEND

The Heart of the
Mundane World
Simon Lewis is Clary's loyal, witty, and
quintessentially nerdy best friend. He is
a  c r u c i a l  c o u n t e r p a r t  t o  t h e
Shadowhunters,  representing  the
ordinary  world  that  Clary  is  leaving
behind.  Simon  is  intelligent,  kind,  and
often provides comic relief, but he is far
more  than  a  sidekick.  His  love  for
C l a r y — b o t h  r o m a n t i c  a n d
platonic—shapes  his  actions  and  his
character  arc.
Simon's bravery is often underestimated.
Despite  being  a  mundane  with  no
supernatural abilities, he repeatedly puts
himself  in danger to protect Clary.  His
journey in City of Bones  foreshadows
his  eventual  transformation  into
something  far  more  significant  in  later
books. Among the characters of City
of  Bones,  Simon  stands  out  for  his
unwavering loyalty and his  struggle to
find  his  place  in  a  world  that  suddenly
excludes  him.

Simon and the
Shadow World
S imon ' s  i n te rac t i ons  w i th  the
Shadowhunters  are  often  tense.  He  is
suspicious  of  Jace,  jealous  of  his
connection with Clary, and frustrated by
his  own powerlessness.  This  tension is
realistic  and  adds  depth  to  the  group
dynamics. Simon's presence also serves
as  a  moral  compass,  reminding  both
Clary  and  the  reader  of  the  stakes

involved for  ordinary  people  caught  in
supernatural conflicts.

SUPPORTING CHARACTERS WHO
DEFINE THE STORY

Alec Lightwood:
The Dutiful
Brother
Alec  Lightwood  is  the  eldest  of  the
Lightwood  sibl ings  and  a  ski l led
Shadowhunter .  He  is  reserved,
responsible,  and  deeply  loyal  to  his
family.  Alec's  character  is  particularly
significant because of his hidden feelings
for Jace, which he struggles to express.
In City of Bones, Alec's sexuality is a
source  of  internal  conflict,  and  his
journey  toward  acceptance  is  handled
with sensitivity.
Alec's protective nature toward his sister
Isabelle and his unspoken love for Jace
make him a layered character. He often
appears  cold  or  judgmental,  but  this
masks  his  insecurities  and  fear  of
rejection.  Alec  is  a  vital  part  of  the
ensemble,  and his development across
the series makes him one of the most
beloved characters of City of Bones.

Isabelle
Lightwood: The
Fierce Warrior
Isabelle "Izzy" Lightwood is  glamorous,
confident,  and  lethal  with  her  electrum
whip. She is a formidable Shadowhunter
who  defies  stereotypes.  Isabelle  is  both
feminine and fierce, and she approaches
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combat with style and precision. She is
also deeply caring, especially toward her
brother Alec and her friend Clary.
Isabelle's  role  in  City  of  Bones  goes
beyond  being  a  supporting  character.
She  challenges  Clary's  assumptions
about  Shadowhunters  and  provides  a
model  of  strength  and  independence.
Her  friendship  with  Clary  develops
naturally,  and  her  protective  instincts
make her an invaluable ally.

Luke Garroway:
The Protective
Mentor
Luke  Garroway,  also  known  as  Lucian
Graymark,  is  a  former  Shadowhunter
turned werewolf. He is Clary's godfather
and a father figure to her. Luke is gentle,
wise,  and  fiercely  protective.  His
knowledge  of  both  the  Shadow  World
and the  mundane world  makes  him a
crucial guide for Clary.
Luke's  backstory—his  betrayal  by
Valentine,  his  transformation  into  a
werewolf,  and  his  leadership  of  a
werewolf  pack—adds  richness  to  the
world-building.  Among  the  characters
of  City  of  Bones,  Luke  represents
stability,  loyalty,  and the  possibility  of
redemption.  His  love  for  Jocelyn  is  a
poignant  subplot  that  adds  emotional
weight to the story.

Magnus Bane:
The Enigmatic

High Warlock
Magnus Bane is one of the most colorful
and unforgettable characters in City of
Bones. As the High Warlock of Brooklyn,
Magnus  is  powerful,  flamboyant,  and
centuries  old.  His  wit,  glamour,  and
mysterious nature make him an instant
favorite. Despite his limited appearances
in the first book, Magnus leaves a lasting
impression  with  his  cryptic  comments
and hidden depths.
Magnus is not merely a plot device; he is
a  character  with  a  rich  history  and  a
distinct moral code. His role in helping
the  Shadowhunters,  while  maintaining
his own agenda, sets the stage for his
expanded  role  in  later  books.  His
relationship with Alec, though not fully
developed in City of Bones, is hinted at
through  subtle  interactions  that  fans
have cherished for years.

THE ANTAGONISTS: FORCES OF
DARKNESS

Valentine
Morgenstern:
The Fanatical
Villain
Valentine  Morgenstern  is  the  primary
antagonist of City of Bones and one of
the  most  memorable  characters  of
City of Bones in terms of sheer villainy.
He  is  a  former  Shadowhunter  who
believes  in  the  absolute  purity  of  the
Nephil im  and  seeks  to  eradicate
Downworlders. Valentine is charismatic,
manipulative, and ruthless. His methods
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are brutal, but his conviction makes him
terrifyingly believable.
Valentine's  relationship  with  Jace  is
central to the plot. He raised Jace from
childhood, molding him into a weapon.
The  psychological  hold  Valentine  has
over  Jace  is  a  key  source  of  conflict.
Valentine's  plans,  including  his  use  of
the Mortal Cup and his experiments with
demonic power, drive the plot forward.
He represents the dangers of extremism
and the corrupting influence of  absolute
belief.

Hodge
Starkweather:
The Trapped
Scholar
Hodge Starkweather is the tutor of the
Lightwood  sibl ings  and  a  former
Shadowhunter  under  a  curse.  He  is  a
tragic  figure—intelligent,  weary,  and
bound  to  the  New  York  Institute.  His
forced  allegiance  to  Valentine  adds  a
layer  of  tragedy  to  his  character.
Hodge's  betrayal  is  a  significant  turning
point in the story, highlighting the theme
of impossible choices.
Hodge is a reminder that not all villains
are evil by nature; some are driven by
circumstance. His character adds moral
complexity to the narrative and makes
the characters of City of Bones feel
more real and flawed.

CHARACTER DYNAMICS:
RELATIONSHIPS THAT SHAPE THE
STORY

Family Bonds
and Found
Family
One of the strongest themes in City of
Bones  is  the  idea  of  family—both
b io log ica l  and  chosen.  C lary 's
relationship with her mother, Jocelyn, is
the catalyst  for  the entire  plot.  Luke's
role as a surrogate father underscores
the  importance  of  found  family.  The
Lightwood  siblings,  Alec  and  Isabelle,
share a deep bond that is tested by their
secrets and their loyalty to each other.
The  Shadowhunters  are  an  insular
community,  and  their  familial  ties  are
both  a  source  of  strength  and  conflict.
The revelation that Clary and Jace might
be  siblings—a  twist  that  horrified
readers—forces  both  characters  and
readers to reconsider the nature of love
and  loyalty.  This  complex  web  of
relationships  is  what  elevates  the
characters of City of Bones  beyond
archetypes.

Romantic
Tensions and
Unspoken
Feelings
Romance is  a  driving force in  City of
Bones, but it is never simple. Clary and
Jace's intense attraction is shadowed by
the possibility of incest. Simon's love for
Clary is unrequited, adding a emotional
depth  to  his  character.  Alec's  hidden
feelings for Jace represent another layer



6

6 Characters Of City Of Bones 2022-09-02

of romantic tension. These relationships
are not just subplots; they are integral to
character  development  and  thematic

exploration.
The romantic elements in City of Bones
are handled with nuance, avoiding


