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Planning a journey can
sometimes  feel  as
stressful  as  the  drive
itself. Whether you are
commuting  to  a  new
office,  setting  off  on  a
fami ly  ho l iday,  or
n a v i g a t i n g  a n
unfamiliar  part  of  the
country ,  hav ing  a
r e l i a b l e  a n d
comprehensive  tool  at
your  fingertips  makes
all  the  difference.  The
RAC  Route  Planner
h a s  l o n g  b e e n  a
trusted name in the UK
for  motorists,  offering
far  more  than  just
s i m p l e  d r i v i n g
direct ions.  In  th is
article, we will explore

everything you need to
know  about  the  Rac
Road  Map  Route
Planner, from its core
features  and  benefits
to  practical  tips  for
getting the most out of
it. We will also look at
how it  compares  with
other digital navigators
and why it  remains  a
go-to  resource  for
mi l l ions  of  Br i t ish
drivers.

WHAT IS THE RAC
ROAD MAP ROUTE
PLANNER?

At  its  heart,  the  RAC
Route  Planner  is  an
online journey planning
service provided by the
Royal Automobile Club
(RAC), one of the UK’s

https://everybodystreet.com/


2

2 Rac Road Map Route Planner 2026-07-24

m o s t  r e s p e c t e d
m o t o r i n g
o r g a n i s a t i o n s .
Originally  launched  as
a simple road map tool,
it  has  evolved  into  a
sophisticated  digital
platform  that  helps
drivers  plan  efficient,
safe,  and  enjoyable
routes. The Rac Road
Map  Route  Planner
allows  you to  enter  a
s t a r t  p o i n t  a n d
destination  and  then
instantly  generates  a
d e t a i l e d  r o u t e ,
c o m p l e t e  w i t h
estimated driving time,
distance,  fuel  costs,
and  tu rn -by - tu rn
direct ions.  Unl ike
gene r i c  mapp ing
serv ices ,  the  RAC
version integrates real-
time  traffic  data,
roadwork  alerts,  and
loca l  know ledge ,
making  it  particularly
valuable  for  UK  road
users.

Core
Features
of the
RAC
Route
Planner

Turn-by-turn
directions:
Clear, printable
instructions for
every leg of your
journey.
Distance and
time estimates:
Accurate
predictions
based on current
road conditions.
Fuel cost
calculator:
Estimates petrol,
diesel, or electric
charging costs
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for your specific
vehicle.
Traffic and
incident
updates: Live
alerts for
accidents, road
closures, and
congestion.
Interactive
map view: A
visual
representation of
your route,
including
alternative
paths.
Points of
interest (POIs):
Locate petrol
stations, rest
stops, hotels,
and attractions
along the way.
Print and
export options:
Save your route
as a PDF or send
it to your phone.

WHY CHOOSE THE

RAC ROUTE
PLANNER OVER
OTHER
NAVIGATION
TOOLS?

With  countless  route
planners  available
today  –  inc lud ing
Google  Maps,  Waze,
and Apple Maps – you
might wonder why you
should  consider  the
Rac Road Map Route
Planner.  The  answer
lies  in  its  enduring
focus on the UK driver
experience.  Whi le
g l o b a l  m a p p i n g
services  are  excellent
for general navigation,
the  RAC  tool  benefits
from decades of insight
into  Brit ish  roads,
traffic  patterns,  and
motorway services. It is
particularly  strong  in
rural areas where data
from other apps can be
less reliable. Moreover,
the RAC does not rely
s o l e l y  o n  u s e r -
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generated  reports;  it
draws  from  official
traffic data and its own
network  of  patrols,
offering  a  level  of
accuracy  that  many
drivers  trust.

Reliability
and Trust
The  Royal  Automobile
Club has been assisting
motorists  since  1897.
Th i s  l ong  h i s to ry
means that  when you
use  the  Rac  Road
Map Route  Planner,
you  are  leveraging  a
brand that understands
r o a d  s a f e t y  a n d
journey  p lann ing
intimately. Many users
find  the  interface
straightforward  and
uncluttered,  with  no
distract ing  ads  or
unnecessary  widgets.
For those who prefer a
focused,  no-nonsense
tool,  the  RAC  route

planner is an excellent
choice.

Fuel
Efficiency
and Cost
Awarenes
s
One standout feature is
the  built-in  fuel  cost
calculator.  Simply
enter  your  vehicle’s
f u e l  t y p e  a n d
approximate  mileage,
a n d  t h e  t o o l  w i l l
estimate  how  much
your journey will  cost.
This is especially useful
for budgeting long trips
or comparing the cost
of  different  routes.  For
example ,  the  Rac
Road  Map  Route
Planner might suggest
a  slightly  longer  but
less  congested  path
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that saves you money
on  fuel  and  reduces
wear and tear on your
car.  With  rising  fuel
prices,  this  feature
alone can be a game-
c h a n g e r  f o r
conscientious drivers.

HOW TO USE THE
RAC ROUTE
PLANNER: A STEP-
BY-STEP GUIDE

Getting  started  with
the  Rac  Road  Map
Route  Planner  i s
simple,  even  for  first-
t ime  users.  Fol low
these  steps  to  plan
your  next  journey
efficiently.

Visit the official1.
RAC Route
Planner
website. You
can access it
directly from the
RAC homepage
or via a quick
online search.
Enter your2.

starting point
and
destination.
You can type full
postcodes, town
names, or
specific
addresses. The
tool also accepts
coordinates for
advanced users.
Choose your3.
route
preferences.
Options include
“Fastest route,”
“Shortest route,”
and “Avoid
motorways” or
“Avoid tolls.”
Tick the boxes
that suit your
driving style and
vehicle type.
Review the4.
generated
route. The map
will display the
primary route
along with
alternative
suggestions. You



6

6 Rac Road Map Route Planner 2026-07-24

can drag the
route to modify it
manually – a
feature not all
planners offer.
Check traffic5.
and incident
alerts. Look for
colour-coded
segments: green
for clear, amber
for moderate,
and red for
heavy traffic.
Click on icons for
details about
roadworks or
accidents.
Calculate fuel6.
costs. Enter
your vehicle’s
details (or
choose from a
preset list) to see
an estimate.
Adjust the fuel
price if you know
a local rate.
Print or save7.
your route.
Click the print
button for a

clean, easy-to-
read itinerary.
Alternatively, you
can email the
route to yourself
or another
device.

Tips for
Getting
the Most
Out of
the RAC
Route
Planner

Always check the
“live traffic”
toggle before
departing, as
conditions can
change rapidly.
Use the “Avoid”
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options if you are
driving a larger
vehicle or a
caravan – many
route planners
overlook this.
Look for
recommended
rest stops on
long journeys to
avoid driver
fatigue.
If you are an RAC
member, you
may have access
to exclusive
features like
breakdown cover
integration.
Save frequently
used routes (e.g.,
home to work) as
bookmarks for
quick access.

ADVANCED
FEATURES:
ELECTRIC VEHICLE
(EV) ROUTE
PLANNING

As  electric  vehicles

b e c o m e  m o r e
common,  the  Rac
Road  Map  Route
Planner  has  adapted
to  include  EV-specific
planning. The tool now
allows  you  to  input
your  EV  model  and
current battery charge,
and  it  wi l l  suggest
routes  that  include
charging station stops.
It  factors  in  charging
time  into  the  total
journey  durat ion,
giving  you  a  realistic
e s t ima te .  Th i s  i s
invaluable  for  long
drives  where  range
a n x i e t y  c a n  b e  a
concern. Moreover, the
map overlay shows the
locat ions  of  rap id
chargers,  making  it
easier to plan pit stops.

Accessibil
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ity and
Mobile

Use
While  the  Rac  Road
Map  Route  Planner
d o e s  n o t  h a v e  a
dedicated  mobile  app
like some competitors,
i ts  website  is  ful ly
responsive  and  works
well  on  smartphones
and  tablets.  You  can
access  i t  v ia  your
mobile  browser  and
even  share  the  route
directly with navigation
apps  such  as  Google
Maps or Apple Maps for
turn-by-turn  guidance
on  the  r oad .  Th i s
hybrid  approach  gives
you  the  best  of  both
w o r l d s :  d e t a i l e d
planning at home and
seamless navigation on
the go.

COMPARING THE
RAC ROUTE
PLANNER WITH
ALTERNATIVES

To  help  you  decide
whether the Rac Road
Map Route Planner is
right for you, here is a
brief  comparison  with
other popular options.

RAC
Route
Planner
vs.
Google
Maps
Google Maps is brilliant
for real-time navigation
a n d  h a s  a  v a s t
database of businesses
and reviews. However,
its  route  planning  is
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often “black box” – you
d o  n o t  g e t  m u c h
control  over  avoiding
specific  roads  or
motorways.  The  RAC
tool  gives  you  finer
control,  especially  if
you are  a  commercial
dr iver  or  towing  a
trailer.  Additionally,
Google Maps may not
provide the same level
of  detail  for  rural  UK
roads,  whereas  the
RAC’s  database  is
m e t i c u l o u s l y
maintained.

RAC
Route
Planner
vs. Waze
Waze is famous for its
c o m m u n i t y - d r i v e n
traffic  updates.  It
excels  at  finding  the
fastest route based on

user reports. However,
W a z e  c a n  b e
distracting  with  its
gamification  and  pop-
ups,  and  it  does  not
offer  printable
directions.  The  Rac
Road  Map  Route
Planner is more suited
for  pre-trip  planning
r a t h e r  t h a n  l i v e
navigation,  and  its
interface  is  calm  and
professional.

RAC
Route
Planner
vs. AA
Route
Planner
The  AA  (Automobile
Association)  offers  a
similar service, and the
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t w o  a r e  o f t e n
compared.  Both  are
reliable and cover the
UK  thoroughly.  Where
the RAC stands out is
its integration with RAC
Breakdown  Cover  and
its  more  user-friendly
fuel cost calculator. AA
fans might  argue that
their maps are slightly
more detailed in some
areas,  but  for  most
users,  the  difference  is
negligible.

PRACTICAL
APPLICATIONS OF
THE RAC ROAD
MAP ROUTE
PLANNER

Let’s  look  at  a  few
everyday  scenarios
where  the  Rac  Road
Map  Route  Planner
proves its worth.

Planning

a Family
Holiday
I m a g i n e  y o u  a r e
d r i v i n g  f r o m
M a n c h e s t e r  t o
Cornwal l .  The  RAC
Route Planner will  not
on ly  g ive  you  the
fastest motorway route
b u t  a l s o  s u g g e s t
alternatives if the M5 is
congested.  You  can
identify  family-friendly
service  stations  along
the way, calculate how
many  breaks  you  will
need,  and  estimate
total  fuel  costs  for
b u d g e t i n g .  T h e
printable route sheet is
great for handing to a
co-driver  who  might
n o t  h a v e  a
smartphone.

Commerc
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ial
Drivers
and
Courier

Services
For  delivery  drivers,
avoiding low bridges or
na r row  s t ree ts  i s
critical. The Rac Road
Map  Route  Planner
allows  you  to  specify
vehicle dimensions and
weight limits (although
this  feature  is  more
limited than dedicated
truck routing software).
Couriers often use it to
p l a n  m u l t i - s t o p
deliveries,  as  the  tool
can handle up to three
waypoints  on  a  free
account  (premium
users  get  more).

Commuti
ng in
Unfamilia
r Cities
I f  y o u  h a v e  a  j o b
interview or a meeting
in central  London, the
RAC tool can help you
plan when to leave to
avoid  rush  hour,  find
parking  suggestions,
and  provide  turn-by-
turn  directions  that
account for Congestion
Charge zones.  It  even
highlights areas where
you  need  to  pay  the
charge,  helping  you
avoid  unexpected
fines.

COMMON
QUESTIONS ABOUT
THE RAC ROUTE
PLANNER



12

12 Rac Road Map Route Planner 2026-07-24

Is the
RAC
Route
Planner
free?
Yes,  the basic  version
of the Rac Road Map
Route Planner is free
t o  u s e  f o r  a l l  U K
motorists.  There is  no
need to sign up or be
an  RAC  member  to
genera te  rou tes .
H o w e v e r ,  s o m e
advanced features (like
unlimited waypoints or
i n t e g r a t i o n  w i t h
breakdown  services)
m a y  r e q u i r e
membership.

Does the
RAC
Route
Planner
work for
walking
or
cycling?
No, the tool is designed
specifically  for  motor
vehicles.  If  you  need
walking  or  cycl ing
directions,  you  would
be  better  served  by
Goog le  Maps  o r  a
dedicated  app  l ike
Komoot.
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How
accurate
is the
traffic

data?
RAC  uses  official
Highways  England
data,  ANPR  cameras,
and  i ts  own  patro l
reports. This makes the
traffic  information  very
re l iab le  for  major
roads. For minor roads,
it  may  be  less  up-to-
date,  but  still  better
t h a n  m a n y
competitors.

CONCLUSION

In an era where digital
n a v i g a t i o n  i s
ubiquitous,  the  Rac

Road  Map  Route
Planner  continues  to
h o l d  i t s  o w n  a s  a
s p e c i a l i s e d ,
t rus twor thy ,  and
comprehensive journey
planning  tool  for  UK
drivers. It combines the
heritage of a motoring
institution with modern
technology,  offering
features  like  fuel  cost
calculators,  EV  route
planning,  and  l ive
traffic  updates.
Whether  you  are  a
dai ly  commuter,  a
weekend  adventurer,
o r  a  p ro fess iona l
driver,  taking  a  few
minutes  to  plan  your
route with the RAC tool
can  save  you  time,
money,  and  stress.
Give  it  a  try  on  your
nex t  j ou rney  and
e x p e r i e n c e  t h e
difference  that
purpose-built  route
planning  can  make.


