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YOUR COMPREHENSIVE GUIDE ON HOW TO GET
AUSTRALIAN CITIZENSHIP

Australia is a nation renowned for its high quality of life, diverse
culture, stunning landscapes, and robust economy. For many
permanent residents, taking the final step to become an
Australian citizen is a moment of great pride and commitment.
Australian citizenship grants you the right to vote, apply for an
Australian passport, access consular assistance overseas, and
fully participate in the democratic process. If you are wondering
how to get Australian citizenship, this guide will walk you
through the essential pathways, eligibility criteria, and application
steps you need to know.

Whether you arrived as a skilled migrant, through family
sponsorship, or as a humanitarian entrant, the citizenship journey
typically requires meeting specific residency, character, and
language requirements. Understanding these rules is the first and
most crucial step. Below, we break down the entire process in a
clear, logical manner.

AUSTRALIAN CITIZENSHIP

Before you apply, you must verify that you meet the core
eligibility criteria set by the Australian Department of Home
Affairs. These requirements apply to most applicants, though
some exceptions exist for certain categories such as children or
those born to Australian citizens overseas.

Permanent Residency
Status

You must be a permanent resident of Australia at the time of
application and at the time the decision is made on your
application. This means holding a valid permanent visa or a
special category visa (such as New Zealand Citizen visa) that
grants you indefinite stay.

Residency Requirement

The Department requires that you have lived in Australia on a
valid visa for a specified period. Generally, you must:
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e Have been living in Australia on a valid visa for the past
four years immediately before applying.

e Have held a permanent residency visa for at least 12
months at the time of application.

e Have been physically present in Australia for a total of at
least 12 months out of the past four years, including at
least 9 months in the last 12 months before applying.

Absences from Australia during this period are allowed but must
be limited. The Department also considers the length and
purpose of any travel to ensure you have a genuine connection to
Australia.

Good Character
Requirement

All applicants aged 18 years or over must be of good character.
This means you must not have a substantial criminal record or
any pending charges. The Department will assess your police
clearance certificates, any court orders, and your history of
compliance with Australian laws. If you have any criminal
convictions, you may need to provide additional documentation
or wait for a specified period before applying.

Basic Knowledge of English

You need to demonstrate a basic understanding of the English
language. This is assessed through the citizenship test, which
includes reading, writing, and listening components. Applicants
aged 60 and over, or those with a permanent physical or mental
impairment that prevents them from meeting the language
requirement, may be exempt.

Knowledge of Australia

Every applicant between 18 and 59 years of age must pass the
Australian citizenship test. The test covers topics such as
Australia’s history, values, government system, and the rights
and responsibilities of citizens. You can prepare using the official
Australian citizenship test resource book “Our Common Bond”.

Intent to Reside or Maintain
a Close Association

You must intend to live in Australia or maintain a close
association with Australia after becoming a citizen. This does not
mean you cannot travel overseas, but your core life and
commitments should be in Australia.
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There are several ways to become an Australian citizen,
depending on your personal circumstances. Understanding which
pathway applies to you is essential when learning how to get
Australian citizenship.

Citizenship by Conferral

This is the most common pathway for permanent residents who
have lived in Australia for a qualifying period. You apply to the
Minister for Home Affairs, who then confers citizenship upon you.
This is a formal decision that grants all the rights of a birth citizen
(except for representation in Parliament - though that may also
be possible after a period).

Citizenship by Descent

If you were born outside Australia but have a parent who is an
Australian citizen, you may be eligible for citizenship by descent.
This applies to children who are born overseas on or after 26
January 1949. You must provide evidence of your parent’s
citizenship and your own birth certificate. There is no residency
requirement for this pathway.

Citizenship by Adoption

If you are a child adopted by an Australian citizen under a full
adoption order that meets Australian standards, you may acquire

designed to protect the best interests of the child.

Citizenship by Birth

A person born in Australia on or after 20 August 1986 is
automatically an Australian citizen if at least one parent was an
Australian citizen or permanent resident at the time of birth.
There are also provisions for children born in Australia who would
otherwise be stateless.

Renunciation and
Resumption

If you once held Australian citizenship but renounced it, you may
be able to resume it under certain conditions. This is a less
common pathway and requires demonstrating a strong
connection to Australia and a reason for wanting to reacquire
citizenship.

STEP-BY-STEP APPLICATION PROCESS

Now that you understand the eligibility and pathways, let’s look
at the actual process of how to get Australian citizenship by
conferral, which is the most frequently used route.



Step 1: Check Your
Eligibility
Use the online eligibility tool on the Department of Home Affairs

website. Ensure you meet the residency, character, and language
criteria before proceeding.

Step 2: Gather Required
Documents

You will need certified copies of:

Passport (all pages) and travel documents

Birth certificate

Marriage or divorce certificates (if applicable)

Police clearance certificates from Australia and any country
where you lived for 12 months or more in the last 10 years
e Evidence of your permanent residency visa

e Any name change certificates

e Two passport-sized photographs

All documents not in English must be translated by a NAATI-
accredited translator.

Step 3: Submit Your
Application Online

Create an ImmiAccount on the Department’s website and
complete the online application form for Australian citizenship
(Form 1300). You will need to pay the application fee, which is
currently around AUD 490 (subject to change). After submission,
you will receive an acknowledgement letter with a receipt
number.

Step 4: Prepare for the
Citizenship Test

If you are aged 18 to 59, you will be invited to sit the test. Study
the “Our Common Bond” resource. The test consists of 20
multiple-choice questions (15 in the new version from late 2020)
and you must score at least 75% to pass. You will also need to
demonstrate English language proficiency through a reading,
writing, and listening assessment that is part of the test.

Step 5: Attend the
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Interview and Test

You will be notified of an appointment at a Department office.
Bring your original documents for verification. The interview
typically covers your application details, and then you take the
test on a computer.

Step 6: Wait for the
Decision

Processing times vary but generally take from 6 to 12 months.
You can check your application status through ImmiAccount. The
Department may request additional information or documents
during this period.

Step 7: Attend a Citizenship
Ceremony

If your application is approved, you must make a pledge of
commitment as an Australian citizen at an official ceremony. You
will receive an invitation from your local council or the
Department. Ceremonies are usually held within six months of
approval. At the ceremony, you will receive your Australian
citizenship certificate.

TIPS FOR A SUCCESSFUL APPLICATION

To avoid delays or rejection when learning how to get
Australian citizenship, follow these expert tips:

» Keep thorough records of your travel history: The
Department will check your movements in and out of
Australia. Maintain a log of dates and reasons for travel.

e Apply for police clearances early: Some countries take
months to issue certificates. Start the process as soon as
you decide to apply.

e Double-check your residency days: Make sure you
haven't misinterpreted the physical presence requirement.
Use a calculator or consult a migration agent if uncertain.

 Disclose any criminal history honestly: Even minor
offences can affect your application. Provide full disclosure
and supporting statements where possible.

* Prepare for the test well in advance: Don’t rely on
general knowledge. Use the official book and practice tests
available online.

» Seek professional advice if needed: A registered
migration agent or lawyer can assist if your case is complex
(e.g., if you have significant absences or character issues).

COMMON QUESTIONS ABOUT AUSTRALIAN
CITIZENSHIP




Can | hold dual citizenship?

Yes, Australia allows dual citizenship. If your home country also
permits it, you can retain your original nationality while becoming
an Australian citizen. However, some countries (e.g., India, China,
Japan) do not allow dual citizenship, so you may need to
renounce your previous citizenship.

What happens if my
application is refused?

You can request a review of the decision by the Administrative
Appeals Tribunal (AAT). Alternatively, you may reapply after
addressing the reasons for refusal, such as waiting additional
time to meet residency or character requirements.

Do | need to attend an

Interview if | am over 607

Applicants aged 60 or over are not required to take the
citizenship test or demonstrate English proficiency, but you may
still need to attend an interview to verify your identity and
documents.

CONCLUSION

Becoming an Australian citizen is a rewarding milestone that
opens up a world of opportunities and deepens your connection
to this vibrant nation. While the process of how to get
Australian citizenship may seem daunting at first, breaking it
down into clear steps—from checking eligibility and gathering
documents to taking the test and attending the
ceremony—makes it manageable. By staying organised, honest,
and well-prepared, you can successfully navigate the journey and
soon enjoy the rights and responsibilities that come with being an
Australian citizen. Good luck!
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