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EXPLORING THE BEST AUCTION
WEBSITES OTHER THAN EBAY

For decades,  eBay has been the go-to
destination for online auctions. Whether
you are a collector hunting for vintage
treasures,  a seller  looking to clear out
your  attic,  or  simply  someone  who
enjoys the thrill of a bidding war, eBay
likely  comes to  mind first.  However,  the
world of online auction platforms is vast
and  varied.  Many  alternative  auction
sites offer specialized niches, lower fees,
different  bidding  formats,  or  better
protections.  If  you've  been  wondering
where else you can buy and sell goods
through competitive bidding, this guide
will  introduce you to the most reliable
and  interesting  auction  websites  other
t h a n  e B a y .  F r o m  a n t i q u e s  t o
automobiles,  from  real  estate  to  rare
coins,  these platforms can help you find
exactly what you are looking for—often
with  less  competi t ion  and  more
favorable  terms.

Why Venture
Beyond eBay?
Before diving into specific alternatives, it
is  worth understanding why you might
want to explore other auction websites.
e B a y  h a s  b e c o m e  a  m a s s i v e
marketplace,  which  means  countless
sellers and millions of listings. While that
variety  can  be  useful,  it  also  means

higher  competition  for  buyers  and
sellers. Fees on eBay can eat into profits
for  sellers,  and  buyers  may  find  that
bidding  wars  drive  prices  well  above
market  value.  Additionally,  eBay’s
policies  favor  buyers  in  many  dispute
situations,  which  can  leave  sellers
vulnerable.  Other  auction  sites  often
focus on particular categories, allowing
for  more  targeted  searches  and  a
community  of  enthusiasts  who  share
your  interests.  Some  platforms  use  a
penny  auction  model,  while  others
operate  as  absolute  auctions  with  no
reserve.  By  expanding  your  horizons,
you  may  discover  better  deals,  more
trustworthy  sel lers,  and  a  more
enjoyable  experience.

1. ShopGoodwill:
The Nonprofit
Powerhouse
ShopGoodwill.com  is  one  of  the  most
popular  auction  websites  other  than
eBay, especially for thrift shoppers and
bargain  hunters.  Operated by Goodwill
Industries,  this  site  features  items
donated  to  Goodwill  stores  across  the
U n i t e d  S t a t e s .  B e c a u s e  t h e
organization's mission is job training and
employment  services,  your  purchases
support a charitable cause. The selection
is  eclectic:  clothing,  electronics,
antiques,  collectibles,  books,  and even
furniture.  Many buyers  appreciate  that
listings often include multiple photos and

https://everybodystreet.com/


2

2 Auction Websites Other Than Ebay 2022-10-22

detailed  descriptions.  Bidding  typically
starts at a low price, and shipping costs
are clearly stated. If you are looking for
unique  vintage  pieces  or  brand-name
clothing  at  a  fraction  of  retail  cost,
ShopGoodwill is an excellent alternative.
The bidding process is  straightforward,
and  the  site  provides  a  sense  of
community among thrift enthusiasts.

2. HiBid: The
Auction House
Hub
HiBid.com  functions  as  a  marketplace
that connects thousands of professional
auction houses with bidders worldwide.
Instead  of  being  a  single  auction
platform,  HiBid  aggregates  live  and
timed  auctions  from  independent
auctioneers.  This  makes  it  an  ideal
resource  for  finding  estate  sales,
liquidation  events,  and  specialty
auctions.  You  can  browse  categories
such  as  antiques,  art,  coins,  jewelry,
tools,  and  vehicles.  The  range  is
enormous, and because each auction is
run by a local auction house, you often
have  the  chance  to  preview  items  in
person.  HiBid’s  interface  is  clean  and
user-friendly,  with  real-time  bidding
capabilities.  For  serious  collectors  or
resellers,  this  site  offers  access  to
inventory that never makes it to eBay.
Many auctions have no reserve, meaning
the  highest  bidder  wins  regardless  of
price—perfect for getting a true bargain.

3.

LiveAuctioneers:
Fine Art and
Antiques
If  your  interests  lean  toward  fine  art,
rare  antiques,  or  high-end  collectibles,
LiveAuctioneers.com  is  a  premier
destination. This platform partners with
over  5,000  auction  houses  globally,
specializing in fine art, furniture, jewelry,
watches,  and decorative arts.  The site
streams  live  auctions  with  real-time
bidding, allowing you to compete from
your computer or mobile device.  What
sets LiveAuctioneers apart is its rigorous
vetting  of  sellers,  which  helps  ensure
authenticity  and  quality.  The  platform
also  offers  an  extensive  archive  of  past
auctions,  useful  for  research  or  price
comparisons.  Whi le  many  items
command high prices, the site includes
lower-value  lots  as  well,  making  it
accessible to hobbyists. For anyone who
appreciates art history and wants to bid
o n  m u s e u m - q u a l i t y  p i e c e s ,
LiveAuctioneers  is  one  of  the  most
trustworthy auction websites other than
eBay.

4. Proxibid:
Business
Liquidation and
Industrial
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Auctions
Proxibid.com  is  a  go-to  platform  for
auctions  involving  heavy  equipment,
machinery,  vehicles,  and  commercial
real  estate.  It  was  acquired  by  the
a u c t i o n  t e c h n o l o g y  c o m p a n y
SOTHEBY’S,  but  it  has  maintained  its
focus on practical, often industrial items.
If you are a business owner, contractor,
or  farmer,  Proxibid  provides  access  to
liquidation  sales,  government  auctions,
and surplus inventory.  The site is  also
useful for consumers seeking used cars,
RVs, or boats at fair prices. Bidding can
be  either  live  or  timed,  and  many
auctions  include  detailed  inspection
reports. One advantage is the ability to
set  maximum bids and let  the system
bid incrementally for you. The platform’s
search filters are robust, allowing you to
narrow  by  location,  category,  and
auction house.  For  those who need to
purchase  equipment  without  paying
retail, Proxibid is a powerful alternative.

5. Catawiki:
Curated Auctions
for Specialists
Based in the Netherlands, Catawiki.com
has  carved  out  a  niche  as  a  curated
auction  platform.  Unlike  eBay  where
anyone  can  list  anything,  Catawiki
employs  expert  appraisers  who  verify
and  curate  items  before  they  go  to
auction.  This  means  buyers  can  trust
that  the  authenticity  and  condition  of
i tems  have  been  rev iewed  by  a
specialist.  Categories  include  coins,
stamps,  art,  design,  watches,  jewelry,
and  collectibles.  Auctions  run  weekly,

with new lots starting every Friday. The
bidding interface is clean and intuitive,
and you can follow auctions via  email
alerts.  Catawiki ’s  community  of
passionate  collectors  makes  it  an
engaging place to  buy and sell.  While
some items carry premium prices due to
the curation process, the peace of mind
is  often worth  it.  If  you are  a  serious
collector,  Catawiki  should  be  high  on
your list of auction websites other than
eBay.

6. uBid:
Electronics and
Consumer Goods
uBid.com  has  been  around  since  the
early  days  of  online  auctions,  and  it
remains  a  solid  choice  for  electronics,
computers,  home  goods,  and  apparel.
The  platform  originally  focused  on
surplus  and  refurbished  products  from
major  retailers  and  manufacturers.
Today,  uBid  offers  both  auction-style
listings and fixed-price sales. One unique
aspect  is  the “uBid Guarantee,”  which
provides  buyer  protection  on  many
items. Bidding often starts at $1, which
can lead to incredible deals if  you are
patient.  However,  shipping  costs  can
vary, so always check before placing a
bid. uBid is especially useful if you need
a  laptop,  smartphone,  or  tablet  at  a
discount.  The  site  also  features  a
“Deals”  section  with  clearance  items.
While  the  selection  is  not  as  vast  as
eBay, uBid is far more focused and can
s a v e  y o u  m o n e y  o n  c o n s u m e r
electronics.
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7. eBid: The
Direct eBay

Competitor
eBid.net was designed specifically as an
alternative to eBay, with lower fees and
a  more  seller-friendly  model.  Over  10
million  items  are  listed  at  any  given
time,  covering  categories  such  as
collectibles,  clothing,  electronics,  and
antiques. Sellers can list items in auction
format  or  at  a  fixed  price.  eBid  offers  a
free basic  account and a paid lifetime
subscription  that  removes  final  value
fees. For buyers, the interface is familiar
and easy to navigate. The community is
smaller  than  eBay's,  which  can  mean
less  competition  and  lower  final  prices.
eBid  also  integrates  with  Google
Shopping to increase visibility for sellers.
If  you  are  frustrated  with  eBay’s  fee
structure  or  changing  policies,  eBid  is
one of  the  most  direct  alternatives  to
consider. It is a thriving marketplace that
prioritizes simplicity and affordability.

8. Webstore.com
(formerly eBid's
sister site)
Webstore.com  is  another  marketplace
that  combines  auction  and  fixed-price
listings. It was originally launched as a
spin-off  from  eBid  but  has  since
developed  its  own  identity.  The  site
emphasizes a clean, ad-free experience
and  low fees.  Sellers  can  create  their
own storefronts, and buyers can browse
categories like home, health, toys, and

sports. Auctions are less prominent than
on eBid, but you can still find items with
bidding options. Webstore's main selling
point is its commitment to not charging
listing fees for basic accounts. If you are
looking for a simple platform to sell used
goods without upfront costs, Webstore is
worth  exploring.  It  may  not  have  the
massive  traffic  of  eBay,  but  for  niche
items,  it  can  attract  dedicated  buyers.

9. Swap.com:
Consignment
and Auction
Hybrid
Swap.com  operates  as  a  consignment
marketplace  where  sellers  send  their
items  directly  to  Swap,  which  then
photographs, lists, and ships them. This
model  removes  the  hassle  of  shipping
and returns for sellers. For buyers, Swap
offers a mix of  auction-style listings and
fixed  prices,  though  auctions  are  less
frequent.  The site focuses on clothing,
baby gear, toys, books, and electronics.
Quality  control  is  high,  and  items  are
inspected before listing. It is an excellent
option for those who want to buy pre-
owned  goods  without  the  r isk  of
misrepresentation.  While  swap.com  is
not strictly an auction site, its occasional
auction  features  and  strong  buyer
protections make it  a  notable entry in
the list  of  auction websites other than
eBay.

10. Listia:
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Auction with a
Social Twist
Listia.com operates on a unique model:
users earn credits by listing items and
can use those credits  to  bid  on other
listings  without  spending  real  money.
This makes it a kind of auction-powered
barter  system.  Categories  include
electronics, clothing, collectibles, media,
and  more.  The  platform  uses  a  “bid”
system  where  each  credit  equals  a
certain value. While Listia does have an
option  to  purchase  credits  with  real
money,  many  users  thrive  on  trading.
The  community  is  active  and  friendly,
with  feedback  ratings  and  a  rewards
system. Listia is perfect for decluttering
your  home  and  acquiring  new  items
without opening your wallet. If you enjoy
the  social  aspect  of  bidding  and
appreciate  a  non‑monetary  economy,
Listia  offers  a  refreshing  alternative  to
traditional  auction  sites.

Key
Considerations
When Using
Auction Websites
Other Than eBay

Before  placing  your  first  bid  on  any  of
these  platforms,  keep  a  few  practical
tips in mind. First, always read the terms
of service and fee structures carefully.
Some sites charge buyers a premium on
top of  the winning bid.  Second,  check
shipping costs and return policies—these
can  vary  wildly.  Third,  research  the
seller’s  reputation  by  looking  at
feedback  scores  and  reading  reviews.
Fourth, set a maximum bid in advance
and stick to it; it is easy to get swept up
in the excitement. Finally, consider using
a credit card for added buyer protection.
By being informed and patient, you can
unlock  fantast ic  deals  on  these
alternative  auction  platforms.

Conclusion
While eBay remains a giant in the online
auction world, it is by no means the only
option.  The  landscape  of  auction
websites  other  than  eBay  is  rich  with
specialized  platforms  that  cater  to
specific  interests,  offer  lower  fees,  and
foster strong communities. Whether you
are  hunting  for  a  rare  antique  on
LiveAuctioneers,  scoring  a  deal  on  a
laptop  at  uBid,  or  swapping  books  on
Listia, there is a perfect bidding site for
your needs. Exploring these alternatives
can save you money, connect you with
passionate sellers, and make the auction
experience more enjoyable. So next time
you feel like testing your bidding skills,
step away from the familiar  blue logo
and  t ry  one  o f  these  exce l len t
alternatives.  Happy  bidding!


