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INTRODUCTION TO SILVER CLAY
JEWELRY MAKING

Silver clay jewelry has opened a world of
creative possibilities for both seasoned
metalsmiths and complete beginners.
Unlike traditional silversmithing that
requires soldering, sawing, and heavy
tools, silver clay—also known as precious
metal clay (PMC)—allows you to mold,
roll, and shape silver much like you
would with polymer clay or ceramic clay.

Once fired in a kiln or with a torch, the
binder burns away, leaving behind a
piece that is 99.9% pure silver. If you
have ever wondered how to make
silver clay jewelry, you are about to
discover a rewarding craft that combines
artistic expression with the satisfaction
of creating heirloom-quality pieces. This
guide will walk you through every step,
from selecting the right materials to
finishing your first pendant, ring, or pair
of earrings.

WHAT IS SILVER CLAY?
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Silver clay is composed of microscopic
particles of pure silver suspended in an
organic binder and water. The binder
gives it a clay-like consistency that can
be shaped, textured, and sculpted. When
heated to a high temperature, the binder
burns away and the silver particles
sinter—fusing together into a solid metal
object. The result is a piece that is
chemically identical to fine silver (999).
There are several brands and types,
including PMC (Precious Metal Clay), Art
Clay Silver, and various fast-fire
formulations. Some require a kiln, while
others can be fired using a handheld
torch. Understanding the differences is a
key part of learning how to make
silver clay jewelry successfully.

Types of Silver
Clay

e PMC3 and Art Clay Silver 650:
Low-temperature clays that can be
fired at around 1200°F to 1300°F,
making them compatible with
some torch firing methods.

e PMC+ and Art Clay Silver 700:
Medium-temperature clays that
require a kiln firing at
approximately 1470°F. They offer
a good balance of workability and
shrinkage.

* PMC Flex and Art Clay Slow
Dry: These versions stay workable
for longer periods, making them
ideal for intricate designs or humid
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climates.

e Syringe and Paste forms: Used
for adding details, repairs, or
attaching elements. They can also
be applied as slip (like glue) to join
wet or dry clay pieces.

Each type has a slightly different
shrinkage rate (typically 10-20%), so it is
essential to design your piece with that
final size in mind.

TOOLS AND MATERIALS YOU
WILL NEED

Before diving into the creative process,
gather the essential tools. Many of these
are common household or basic craft
items, but a few are specific to metal
clay work.

Basic Tool List

Silver clay: Start with a 20g to
50g package of PMC3 or Art Clay
Silver 650 for torch firing.
Non-stick work surface: A
Teflon sheet, ceramic tile, or glass
work mat prevents sticking.
Rolling tools: Acrylic rod or
rolling pins with thickness guides
(cards or plastic strips) to achieve
uniform thickness.

Shaping tools: Clay sculpting
tools, toothpicks, cocktail sticks,
and silicone-tipped tools for
smoothing.

Texture items: Fabric, lace,
leaves, rubber stamps, or texture
plates to imprint designs.



e Cutters and shapes: Small Having these items ready ensures a
cookie cutters, circle templates, or  smooth workflow when you start your
craft knives for precise shapes. first project.

e Drying equipment: A food -
dehydrator or a low-temperature STEP-BY-STEP GUIDE: HOW TO

oven (around 200°F) to speed up MAKE SILVER CLAY JEWELRY

drying, or simply leave pieces Now let's walk through the entire

overnight. process from start to finish. For this
* Sanding supplies: Fine-grit example, we will create a simple

sandpapers (400 to 1200 grit), textured pendant that can be torch-fired.

emery boards, and micro-mesh As you become more comfortable, you

pads for polishing. can adapt these steps for rings, earrings,
 Firing tool: Either a kiln with a and more complex designs.

programmable controller or a

butane/map torch (for torch-fire '

clays) and a fire brick or kiln shelf. Ste p 1 '
 Finish tools: Brass brush,

polishing cloth, burnisher, and

optional liver of sulfur for patina.
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Conditioning the
Clay

Take your silver clay out of its sealed
package. It may feel dry or crumbly if it
has been stored improperly. To condition
it, knead the clay between your fingers
until it becomes soft, pliable, and
uniform. If it cracks, add a drop of
distilled water and work it in. The goal is
a smooth, hydration level that allows
easy rolling without sticking. Some
beginners find that how to make silver
clay jewelry is easier if they start with a
small 10g piece to practice.

Step 2: Rolling
and Shaping

Place the clay on your non-stick surface.
Use rolling guides (two acetate strips or
cardstock of desired thickness, usually
3-4mm for pendants) to ensure even
thickness. Roll with an acrylic rod until
the clay is level with the guides. Too thin
a piece may break during firing; too thick
may shrink unevenly. Now you can cut
your basic shape. Use a cookie cutter or
trace a template with a craft knife.
Remove excess clay and save it in an
airtight bag for later use.



Step 3: Adding
Texture and
Detalls

Before the clay dries, press texture into
the surface. Lightly dust your texture
item with a bit of cornstarch or oil to
prevent sticking. Roll over it with gentle
pressure to imprint the pattern. You can
also carve lines with a toothpick, add
dots with a stylus, or attach small rolled
clay balls for a 3D effect. To attach
separate pieces, moisten both surfaces
with slip (water mixed with a tiny bit of
clay). Smooth seams with a soft brush or
your fingertip moistened with water.

Step 4: Drying
the Clay

Metal clay must be completely dry
before firing. If you fire damp clay,
trapped steam can cause it to crack or
explode. Allow your piece to air-dry on a
ceramic tile or paper towel for several
hours or overnight. For faster results,
use a dehydrator set to 130°F (55°C) for
30 minutes to an hour. The piece should
feel hard and sound like ceramic when
tapped. It should also appear chalky
white or pale gray. If you notice any
cracks or rough edges, sand them now
with a fine file or sandpaper while it is
still in the dry (green) state.
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Step 5: Sanding
and Refining the
Dry Piece

Once dry, your piece is fragile but can be
sanded and shaped like plaster. Use 400-
grit sandpaper to smooth edges and
remove  fingerprints.  For  deeper
scratches or uneven areas, start with a
lower grit (300) and progress to 600 or
800. You can also drill holes for jump
rings or earring posts using a small drill
bit (handheld or Dremel). Be gentle—too
much pressure will break the dry clay.
This is your last chance to perfect the
design because after firing, the metal
will be harder and less forgiving.

Step 6: Firing the
Silver Clay

Firing transforms the fragile clay into
solid silver. The exact method depends
on your clay type.

« Kiln firing: Place your piece on a
kiln shelf with a small ceramic
fiber blanket or kiln paper
underneath. Program the kiln to
ramp up slowly to the
recommended temperature (e.g.,
1470°F for PMC+) and hold for
10-30 minutes. Then allow to cool
naturally.

e Torch firing (for torch-fire
clays like PMC3 or Art Clay



Silver 650): Position your piece
on a fire brick. Heat gently from a
distance to warm the binder, then
bring the torch closer until the
piece glows cherry red. Keep the
flame moving evenly over the
piece for 2-4 minutes. The binder
will burn off with a small flame or
smoke. Let it cool to room
temperature before handling.

After firing, the piece will appear white
or frosted due to the sintered silver
surface. Do not worry—this is normal
and will be polished away.

Step 7: Post-Fire

Finishing and
Polishing

Now your piece is solid silver! Use a
brass brush with water and a little dish
soap to scrub off the white oxidized
layer. Brush in one direction until you
see a matte silver sheen. For a high-
polish finish, use a burnishing tool, a
steel burnisher, or a polishing cloth
(silver cloth). You can also use a rotary
tool with a felt buffing wheel and a
polishing compound like rouge. If you
desire a dark patina in the crevices,
apply liver of sulfur (diluted in hot water)
using a brush or dip, then rinse and
polish the raised areas.

8 How To Make Silver Clay Jewelry

2025-06-13



How To Make Silver Clay Jewelry 9

Step 8: Final
Assembly

Attach a jump ring to the hole you
drilled, add a chain or leather cord, and
your piece is complete. For earrings,
glue earring posts with epoxy or attach
findings. Congratulations—you now know
how to make silver clay jewelry from
start to finish!

TIPS FOR BEGINNERS

e Start with small, simple shapes.
Avoid complex multi-part
assemblies until you understand
shrinkage and firing behavior.

e Maintain consistent hydration.
Keep unused clay in an airtight

container with a damp paper towel
(not touching the clay) to prevent
drying.

Use slip like glue. Always moisten
surfaces before joining wet or dry
clay to avoid breakage.

Practice on a test piece. Fire a
small scrap first to see how your
chosen clay responds to your kiln
or torch.

Work in a well-ventilated area
during firing. Burned binders
release small amounts of organic
vapor, so use a fume hood or open
windows.

Keep a notebook. Record
thickness, firing temperature, hold
time, and shrinkage for each
project. This will help you refine
your technique.



COMMON MISTAKES AND HOW
TO AVOID THEM
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1. Cracking during drying or

firing - Usually caused by uneven
thickness, rapid drying, or
insufficient moisture. Slow down
the drying process and keep your
clay consistently hydrated during
shaping.

. Bubbles or blisters after firing
- These occur if the clay was not
fully dry. Ensure your piece is bone
dry, especially if it is thick. Use a
dehydrator for large pieces.

. Piece is too fragile after firing
- This may be due to insufficient
sintering. Check that your firing
temperature and hold time match
the clay specifications. Also,

ensure uniform thickness—thin
sections may break easily.

4. Shrinkage surprises -
Remember that silver clay shrinks
10-20%. Design your piece larger
than the final size. For a ring,
make it 2-3 ring sizes larger
before firing.

5. Sticking to the work surface -
Dust your surface with a tiny
amount of olive oil or use a
dedicated non-stick mat. Avoid
adding too much water to the clay.

EXPLORING ADVANCED
TECHNIQUES

Once you are comfortable with the
basics, you can expand your skills. Try
embedding lab-created gemstones
(check temperature tolerance), creating
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hollow forms using combustible cores,
combining silver clay with fine silver wire
for intricate details, or making multi-part
hinged pieces. You can also experiment
with different textures like woven
fabrics, leaves, or even laser-engraved
patterns. The key is to keep learning and
testing. Many online communities and
workshops share tips on how to make
silver clay jewelry with advanced
results.
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CONCLUSION

Learning how to make silver clay
jewelry is an accessible and deeply
satisfying craft that blends the tactile joy
of working with clay with the timeless
beauty of precious metal. With the right
tools, a bit of patience, and a willingness
to experiment, you can create custom
pendants



