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UNRAVELING THE MYSTERY: IS THE SITTAFORD
MYSTERY A MISS MARPLE STORY?

For decades, Agatha Christie enthusiasts have debated a peculiar
corner  of  the author’s  bibliography:  the novel  The Sittaford
Mystery.  While  it  bears  many hallmarks of  a  classic  Christie
whodunit—a secluded country house, a séance gone wrong, and
a cast of eccentric suspects—the book does not actually feature
Miss Marple. Yet the persistent association between Miss Marple
The Sittaford Mystery continues to puzzle readers and scholars
alike. Why does this particular novel so often get linked to the
beloved spinster detective from St. Mary Mead? And what secrets
does the story itself hold?
In this comprehensive exploration, we will delve into the origins
of that mistaken identity, examine the actual plot and characters
of The Sittaford Mystery, and explain why so many readers
feel confident—if wrongly—that Miss Marple is at the heart of the
case. Along the way, we will discuss the novel’s place in Christie’s
larger body of work, its themes, and the enduring appeal of its
central mystery.

THE CONFUSION: WHY READERS THINK MISS MARPLE
IS INVOLVED

The  mix-up  is  understandable.  The  Sittaford  Mystery,  first
published in  the United Kingdom in 1931 under the title  The
Sittaford Mystery  (and in the United States as The Murder at
Hazelmoore), unfolds in a small, close-knit village—much like the
settings  that  define  Christie’s  Marple  stories.  The  novel  opens
with a dramatic séance in which spirits apparently predict the
murder of a local man, Captain Joseph Trevelyan. When he is
indeed found dead in his locked house the next morning, the
amateur  investigators  must  navigate  a  web  of  alibis,  hidden
motives, and snowy landscapes.
Because of the village atmosphere, the amateur sleuthing, and
the absence of Christie’s more famous detective Hercule Poirot,
many casual readers assume that the investigator must be Miss
Marple.  In fact,  the real  detective is  a spirited young woman
named Emily Trefusis,  who is  engaged to one of  the prime
suspects. Emily is bright, determined, and intuitive—qualities that
do echo Miss Marple’s own methods. Moreover, the book features
a  supporting  character  named Mr.  Enderby,  a  reporter  who
assists Emily. Together, they form an investigative duo that feels,
in spirit, like a young Miss Marple teaming up with a sidekick.
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Agatha  Christie  herself  likely  contributed  to  the  confusion  by
using a similar narrative structure: a closed circle of suspects, a
seemingly  impossible  locked-room  mystery,  and  a  clever
resolution  based  on  psychological  insight  rather  than  pure
physical evidence. These are all hallmarks of the Marple novels,
even though Miss Marple does not appear in these pages.

THE ACTUAL PLOT OF THE SITTAFORD MYSTERY

To understand why Miss Marple The Sittaford Mystery has
become a commonly searched phrase,  we must  first  look at  the
actual story. The novel takes place during a harsh winter in the
fictional  village  of  Sittaford,  located  on  the  edge  of  Dartmoor  in
Devon. A group of residents gather for a séance in the house of
Mrs. Willett and her daughter Violet. During the séance, a table-
tapping spirit spells out a terrifying message: "Captain Trevelyan
is dead."
The next  morning,  a  man sent  to  check on Trevelyan at  his
isolated  house,  Hazelmoore,  finds  him  dead—struck  by  a  heavy
object. The only footprints in the snow lead to the house, but
none  lead  away,  suggesting  a  classic  locked-room  puzzle.
Suspicion quickly falls  on Trevelyan’s nephew, James Pearson,
who stands to inherit his fortune. Pearson, however, has an alibi:
he was playing bridge with friends at the time of the murder (or
was he?).
Enter Emily Trefusis, Pearson’s fiancée. She refuses to believe in
his guilt and travels to Sittaford to conduct her own investigation.
She  is  joined  by  a  brash  but  good-hearted  reporter  named
Charles  Enderby,  who  is  covering  the  story  for  a  London

newspaper. Together, they interview the eccentric residents: the
hypochondriac Mr. Duke, the stern Mrs. Willett, the mysterious
Captain Wyatt (a neighbor with a secret past), and the victim’s
solicitor, Mr. Petherick.
The investigation takes many twists, including a second death, a
hidden will, and a revelation about a long-lost family member.
Ultimately,  Emily deduces that  the murderer  is  someone who
used a clever trick involving a snow-covered window ledge and a
false alibi. The solution, while not as famous as some of Christie’s
other  works,  is  satisfyingly  logical  and  relies  on  the  killer’s
underestimation of the amateur sleuth.

THEMES AND STYLE: WHAT MAKES THIS NOVEL A
CHRISTIE CLASSIC

Even though The Sittaford Mystery is not a Miss Marple story,
it deserves to be appreciated on its own merits. The novel is a
fine  example  of  Christie’s  early  1930s  period,  when  she  was
experimenting with different detective types and narrative forms.
Several themes are worth noting:

The Power of Superstition: The séance at the beginning
sets a tone of supernatural dread, but Christie eventually
provides a rational explanation, showing how belief in the
occult can be manipulated by a clever criminal.
Snow as a Plot Device: The deep snow isolates the
characters and creates a physical barrier that makes the
murder seem impossible. Christie uses the setting
masterfully to heighten tension and to create a classic
"closed circle" mystery.
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Women as Detectives: Emily Trefusis is one of Christie’s
early female sleuths who does not rely on conventional
authority. She uses charm, intuition, and persistence to
outsmart the police and the real killer. In many ways, she
prefigures the later Miss Marple, who would make her first
full-length appearance in The Murder at the Vicarage
(1930), just one year before The Sittaford Mystery was
published.

Stylistically, the novel is brisk and conversational, with plenty of
witty dialogue. Christie avoids the lengthy descriptive passages
that  sometimes  bog  down  other  Golden  Age  mysteries.  The
pacing  is  tight,  and  the  reader  is  kept  guessing  until  the  final
chapter.

WHY MISS MARPLE FANS SHOULD STILL READ THIS
BOOK

If you are a devotee of Miss Marple and have searched for Miss
Marple The Sittaford Mystery because you wanted more of
that  character,  do  not  be  put  off  by  the  absence  of  the  iconic
sleuth.  The  book  offers  a  similar  cozy  yet  intellectually
challenging  experience.  Here  are  a  few reasons  to  give  it  a
chance:

Similar Village Atmosphere: The fictional village of1.
Sittaford, with its gossipy residents and claustrophobic
winter setting, feels like a sibling to St. Mary Mead. You will
find the same social dynamics and the same sense that
everyone is hiding something.

Plucky Female Lead: Emily Trefusis is not Miss Marple,2.
but she is a delightful character in her own right. She is
young, engaged, and impatient with officialdom. Her
methods are less about knitting and gossip and more about
direct confrontation and charm—but she is equally
effective.
Clever Puzzle: The mystery itself is one of Christie’s more3.
ingenious ones, with a resolution that plays fair with the
reader. All the clues are present before the final reveal, and
careful readers may deduce the truth before Emily does.
Historical Context: The novel reflects Christie’s interest4.
in spiritualism, which was a popular and controversial topic
in the 1920s and 1930s. The séance scene is both dramatic
and culturally significant, offering insight into the era’s
fascination with the afterlife.

In  short,  The  Sittaford  Mystery  is  an  overlooked  gem  in
Christie’s  bibliography.  It  may not  feature Miss Marple,  but  it
captures the spirit that makes her stories so beloved: a tight-knit
community, a baffling crime, and a determined amateur who sees
what others overlook.

COMMON MISCONCEPTIONS AND SEARCH TRENDS

The persistent search for Miss Marple The Sittaford Mystery
reveals interesting patterns about how readers categorize Agatha
Christie’s work. Many people assume that any Christie novel set
in an English village and featuring an amateur detective must be
a Miss Marple story. This is reinforced by television adaptations:
certain screen versions of The Sittaford Mystery  have been
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produced  as  part  of  series  that  also  include  Marple  stories,
leading to further confusion.
For example, the BBC and ITV have both produced adaptations of
the novel, sometimes packaging it alongside Marple mysteries in
DVD collections or streaming playlists. A viewer who watches a
Marple  episode  and  then  sees  a  recommendation  for  The
Sittaford Mystery may naturally assume it belongs to the same
canon. Moreover, the absence of Poirot’s distinctive mustache or
Marple’s knitting needles leaves a void that viewers instinctively
fill  with  whichever  detective  they  most  associate  with  Christie’s
"cozy" stories.
Interestingly,  this  misconception  has  not  hurt  the  novel’s
popularity.  If  anything,  the  misattribution  has  introduced  the
book  to  a  wider  audience.  Many  readers  who  set  out  to  find  a
Miss Marple story end up enjoying The Sittaford Mystery on its
own terms, even if they are initially disappointed by Miss Marple’s

absence.

FINAL THOUGHTS: A MYSTERY WORTH DISCOVERING

Whether you came to this article searching for Miss Marple The
Sittaford Mystery out of curiosity or confusion, we hope you
now have a clearer picture of what this novel truly offers. It  is a
fast-paced,  cleverly  plotted  mystery  that  stands  proudly
alongside Christie’s best works, even if it does not feature her
most famous characters. The book’s continued relevance—and its
mistaken association  with  Miss  Marple—testifies  to  the  power  of
Christie’s storytelling.
If you enjoy locked-room puzzles, snowy settings, and determined
heroines, do not let the absence of Miss Marple deter you. Read
The Sittaford Mystery for what it is: a masterful example of the
Golden  Age  detective  novel,  written  by  a  woman  who  knew
exactly how to keep readers guessing until the final page.


