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UNDERSTANDING
THE JANUARY 2020
GLOBAL REGENTS
ANSWER KEY: A
COMPREHENSIVE
GUIDE FOR
STUDENTS AND
EDUCATORS

The Global History and
Geography  Regents
e x a m i n a t i o n  i s  a
pivotal  assessment for
high  school  students
across New York State.
A m o n g  t h e  m o s t
sought-after  resources
for  test  preparation is
the  January  2020
G loba l  Regents
Answer  Key .  This

g u i d e  p r o v i d e s  a
thorough exploration of
how  to  effectively  use
this key, the structure
of the exam, common
challenges  students
face, and strategies to
maximize  learning
outcomes.  Whether
you  are  a  s tudent
aiming for a high score
or an educator seeking
to  support  your  class,
understanding  the
nuances of this answer
key is an essential step
i n  m a s t e r i n g  t h e
material.

What Is
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the
Global
History
and
Geograph
y Regents
Examinati

on?
The Global History and
Geography  Regents  is
a  standardized  test
administered  to  high
schoo l  s t uden t s ,
t y p i c a l l y  a f t e r
completing a two-year
sequence  in  wor ld
h i s t o r y .  T h e
examination  measures
student proficiency in a
broad range of topics,
f r o m  a n c i e n t

c i v i l i z a t i ons  and
classical  empires  to
modern global conflicts
and  contemporary
issues.  The  January
2020 administration of
th i s  exam  was  no
exception,  featuring  a
mix  of  multiple-choice
questions,  thematic
essays, and document-
b a s e d  q u e s t i o n s
(DBQs).  The  January
2020 Global Regents
Answer Key serves as
a  t o o l  t o  v e r i f y
responses,  analyze
reasoning, and identify
areas for improvement.
It is not merely a list of
correct  answers  but  a
r o a d m a p  f o r
u n d e r s t a n d i n g
historical  analysis  and
critical thinking.

The
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Structure
of the
January
2020
Global
Regents

Exam
To fully appreciate the
value  of  the  answer
key, it  is important to
understand the exam's
structure.  The  January
2020  Global  Regents
examina t i on  was
divided into three main
parts:

Part I:
Multiple-Choice
Questions – This
section consisted
of approximately
50 questions

covering a wide
array of historical
periods,
geographic
regions, and
conceptual
themes. Each
question
required
students to recall
specific facts,
interpret maps or
charts, or apply
historical
reasoning.
Part II:
Thematic Essay
– Students were
asked to write a
coherent essay
addressing a
broad theme,
such as the
impact of
nationalism or
the role of
technology in
shaping
societies. This
section tested
the ability to
synthesize
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information and
construct a well-
supported
argument.
Part III:
Document-
Based
Questions
(DBQs) – This
section provided
a set of primary
and secondary
source
documents.
Students
analyzed these
documents and
wrote an essay
incorporating
evidence from
the sources
along with their
own historical
knowledge.

The  January  2020
G loba l  Regents
Answer Key  provides
the  correct  responses
for  Part  I  and  offers
scoring  rubrics  and
sample  responses  for
the  essay  sections.

Understanding how the
key  is  organized  can
significantly  enhance
your  study  sessions.

Why Use
an
Answer
Key for
the
January
2020
Exam?
Some students view an
a n s w e r  k e y  a s  a
shortcut,  but  when
used  cor rect ly ,  i t
becomes  a  powerful
learning  instrument.
H e r e  a r e  s e v e r a l
r e a s o n s  w h y
i n t e g r a t i n g  t h e
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January 2020 Global
Regents Answer Key
into your study routine
is beneficial:

Self-
Assessment:
After completing
a practice test,
comparing your
answers to the
key helps you
pinpoint specific
knowledge gaps.
You can identify
which historical
periods or
question types
require more
attention.
Understanding
Question
Design: By
reviewing the
correct answers
and the
reasoning behind
them, you gain
insight into how
exam writers
frame questions.
This
understanding

can improve your
test-taking
strategy.
Essay
Structure
Guidance: The
answer key often
includes sample
essays or
detailed rubrics.
Studying these
models teaches
you how to
structure your
thematic essay
or DBQ response
effectively, how
to cite
documents, and
how to develop a
strong thesis
statement.
Time
Management
Practice: Using
the key to
evaluate your
performance
under timed
conditions helps
you learn to pace
yourself. You can
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see which
sections you
rushed through
or where you
spent too much
time.

How to
Effectivel
y Use the
January
2020
Global
Regents
Answer
Key
To get the most out of
this resource, approach
i t  wi th  a  strategic
m i n d s e t .  S i m p l y

reading  the  answers
will  not  deepen  your
u n d e r s t a n d i n g .
I n s t e a d ,  e n g a g e
ac t i ve l y  w i th  the
material.  Here  is  a
step-by-step method:

Take the Exam1.
Under Timed
Conditions:
Before looking at
the key,
complete the
entire exam as if
it were the actual
test. This
practice builds
stamina and
simulates the
pressure of test
day.
Review Your2.
Multiple-Choice
Answers: Go
through each
question,
comparing your
choice to the
correct answer.
For every
mistake, ask
yourself why the
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correct answer is
right and why
your choice was
incorrect. Did
you misread the
question,
misinterpret a
map, or simply
not know the
fact?
Analyze the3.
Thematic
Essay: Read the
scoring rubric
provided with the
answer key.
Assess your own
essay against
this rubric. Did
you address all
parts of the
prompt? Did you
provide sufficient
historical
evidence? Be
honest in your
self-evaluation.
Study the DBQ4.
Model
Response: The
document-based
question section

is often the most
challenging.
Examine the
sample essay or
the rubric to see
how proficient
students
integrate
document
analysis with
outside
knowledge. Note
how they cite
sources and
transition
between ideas.
Track Your5.
Progress: Keep
a log of your
scores and the
areas you need
to improve. Over
time, you will see
patterns emerge.
Perhaps you
consistently
struggle with
questions about
the Middle Ages
or with writing
strong
conclusions.
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Focus your
efforts
accordingly.

Common
Pitfalls
When
Using an
Answer
Key
While  the  January
2020 Global Regents
A n s w e r  K e y  i s  a
valuable  resource,
there  are  common
mistakes  that  can
u n d e r m i n e  i t s
effectiveness.  Being
aware of these pitfalls
can  help  you  stay  on
track:

Passive
Reading:

Skimming
through the key
without reflecting
on your errors
leads to minimal
learning. Active
engagement,
such as rewriting
notes or
discussing
answers with a
study partner, is
far more
productive.
Overemphasis
on
Memorization:
The Global
Regents exam
tests historical
reasoning as
much as factual
knowledge.
Focusing solely
on memorizing
correct answers
from the key will
leave you
unprepared for
questions that
require analysis
or synthesis.
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Ignoring the
Essay Sections:
Some students
focus only on the
multiple-choice
portion because
it is easier to
grade. However,
the thematic
essay and DBQ
together account
for a significant
portion of your
score. Use the
rubrics in the key
to improve your
writing skills.
Using Outdated
Keys: Ensure
that you are
using the correct
key for the
January 2020
exam. Different
administrations
may have
different
questions or
scoring
standards. Verify
the source of
your answer key

to avoid
confusion.

Connecti
ng the
January
2020
Exam to
the Wider
Curriculu
m
The  content  of  the
January  2020  Global
Regents  examination
reflects  the  New  York
S t a t e  l e a r n i n g
standards  for  global
history.  Studying  with
the  answer  key  can
r e i n f o r c e  y o u r
understanding of major
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themes  and  concepts
that appear throughout
t h e  c o u r s e .  F o r
example,  questions
about  the  Columbian
E x c h a n g e ,  t h e
Industrial  Revolution,
and decolonization are
recurring  topics.  By
mastering  the  January
2020  exam  with  the
help of the answer key,
you  are  bui ld ing  a
foundation  that  will
serve  you  in  future
history courses and in
civic life.
Moreover,  the  skills
tes ted  in  the  DBQ
sec t i on—ana lyz i ng
pr imary  sources ,
evaluating  bias,  and
constructing  evidence-
based  arguments—are
not  just  academic
exerc i ses .  These
abilities  are  essential
for informed citizenship
i n  a  w o r l d  w h e r e
i n f o r m a t i o n  i s
abundant  but  critical
thinking is required to

separate  fact  from
opinion.  The  January
2020 Global Regents
Answer Key can thus
be seen as a stepping
stone to  developing a
more  sophisticated
worldview.

Study
Strategie
s for
Success
on the
Global
Regents
Beyond  us ing  the
a n s w e r  k e y ,  a
comprehensive  study
p l a n  i s  c r u c i a l .
Consider  incorporating
the following strategies
into your preparation:
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Create a
Timeline: Map
out the major
civilizations,
events, and
turning points
you need to
know. Visualizing
historical
chronology can
help you answer
questions about
cause and effect.
Practice
Writing Daily:
Even short,
timed writing
prompts can
improve your
ability to form a
clear thesis and
support it with
evidence. Use
the thematic
essay topics from
the January 2020
exam as
practice.
Work with
Study Groups:
Discussing
answers and

essay strategies
with peers can
expose you to
different
interpretations
and approaches.
Teaching a
concept to
someone else is
also a powerful
way to solidify
your own
understanding.
Use Multiple
Resources:
Combine the
answer key with
review books,
online quizzes,
and historical
documentaries.
Exposure to
different formats
and perspectives
enriches your
knowledge.
Simulate Test
Day: About a
week before the
exam, take a full-
length practice
test using the
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January 2020
exam and its
answer key.
Recreate the test
environment by
timing yourself
and eliminating
distractions.

Where to
Find
Reliable
Answer
Keys for
the
January
2020

Global
Regents
Finding  a  trustworthy
January 2020 Global
Regents Answer Key
is  essential.  Official
a n s w e r  k e y s  a r e
typically  released  by
the  New  York  State
Education  Department
(NYSED)  af ter  the
exam  administration.
These  keys  are  the
most authoritative and
include scoring rubrics
for  essay  questions.
Reputable  educational
websites  and  teacher
resource  portals  may
also offer answer keys,
but always verify their
accuracy  aga ins t
official  sources.  Be
cautious  of  unofficial
keys that may contain
errors  or  outdated
informat ion.  Your
school's  social  studies
department  can  also
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be a reliable source, as
teachers  often  keep
archives of past exams
and  answer  keys  for
review purposes.

Conclusio
n
The  January  2020
G loba l  Regents
Answer  Key  is  far
more than a simple set
of correct answers; it is
a comprehensive study
tool  that,  when  used
strategical ly ,  can
significantly  enhance
your  performance  on
the Global History and
Geography  Regents
e x a m i n a t i o n .  B y

understanding  the
e x a m  s t r u c t u r e ,
actively engaging with
the  key,  and avoiding
common study pitfalls,
you  can  tu rn  t h i s
resource into a catalyst
for  genuine  historical
learning.  Remember
that  the ultimate goal
is  not  merely  to  pass
the test but to develop
a  lasting  appreciation
for the complexities of
global  history and the
analytical  skills  that
come  with  i t .  With
diligent  preparation
and  thoughtful  use  of
the  answer  key,  you
are well on your way to
achieving  success  on
the Regents exam and
beyond.


