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DISCOVERING THE PAST: OLD FULTON NY POST
CARDS BY TOM TRYNISKI FULTON HISTORY

If you have ever tried to trace the history of a small town in
upstate New York, or researched your family tree in Oswego or
Cayuga County, you have likely come across a name that
appears again and again: Tom Tryniski. His immense digital
archive, known as Fulton History, is a treasure chest for
historians, genealogists, and anyone curious about life in the 19th
and 20th centuries. Among the most captivating pieces of that
archive are the Old Fulton NY Post Cards By Tom Tryniski
Fulton History collection. These postcards are not just vintage
images; they are portals to a bygone era, showing how Fulton,
New York, and countless other communities looked, felt, and
lived.

This article will guide you through the remarkable world of Tom
Tryniski’s postcard archive, explaining why it matters, how to use
it, and what makes it an irreplaceable resource for local history.
Whether you are a seasoned researcher or a casual browser, the
Old Fulton NY Post Cards By Tom Tryniski Fulton History
collection offers a visual narrative that no textbook can match.

WHO IS TOM TRYNISKI AND WHAT IS FULTON
HISTORY?

Tom Tryniski is not a professional historian or a university
professor. He is a retired engineer who, out of a deep passion for
history and a keen sense of public service, built one of the largest
free online archives of historical newspapers and images. His
website, Fulton History (often called “Fulton History” or “Tom
Tryniski’s Fulton History”), started as a personal project to
digitize old newspapers from Fulton, New York, and quickly grew
into a massive repository covering thousands of newspapers from
across the United States and Canada.

But newspapers are only part of the story. Over the years,
Tryniski also began scanning and uploading thousands of old
postcards, many of them depicting the city of Fulton and its
surroundings. These postcards form the backbone of the Old
Fulton NY Post Cards By Tom Tryniski Fulton History
collection. They range from the late 1800s to the mid-20th
century and capture everything from main streets and factories
to schools, churches, and riverscapes.
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A Labor of Love

What sets Tryniski apart is the sheer scale of his work. By early
2025, his website contained tens of millions of newspaper pages
and hundreds of thousands of postcards. He does all the scanning
himself, often using specialized equipment to preserve fragile
originals. The Old Fulton NY Post Cards By Tom Tryniski
Fulton History collection is not a commercial venture; it is freely
accessible to anyone with an internet connection. This open-
access philosophy has made it a cornerstone resource for
genealogy and local history communities worldwide.

Tryniski’'s dedication is also evident in the way he organizes the
postcards. Each image is carefully labeled, often with the date,
the publisher, and a description of the scene. This level of detail
makes it easy for researchers to locate specific views from
Fulton’s past.

WHY OLD POSTCARDS MATTER FOR HISTORY

Old postcards are more than just pretty pictures. They are
primary sources that offer a unique window into daily life before
the ubiquity of photography. The Old Fulton NY Post Cards By
Tom Tryniski Fulton History collection is especially valuable
because it provides a visual record of a city that underwent
significant industrial and social changes.

Postcards from the early 1900s often show bustling downtowns
with horse-drawn carriages, thriving factories along the Oswego
River, and elegant hotels that hosted travelers. By comparing

these images with modern photographs, you can see exactly how
Fulton evolved. For genealogists, they are goldmines: a postcard
showing a family’s former home, the church where ancestors
married, or the school they attended can bring a family tree to
life.

A Visual Census of a
Community

The Old Fulton NY Post Cards By Tom Tryniski Fulton
History collection functions almost like a visual census. You can
find postcards of:

¢ Main Street - Showing businesses, streetcars, and
pedestrians from different decades.

¢ Industrial sites - Paper mills, foundries, and other
factories that drove Fulton’s economy.

¢ Parks and recreation - Like the old Fulton Park or the
riverfront promenades.

* Residential streets - Featuring Victorian homes that may
still stand today.

e Disasters and events - Floods, fires, and celebrations
that shaped the community.

These images provide context that written records alone cannot.
For example, a newspaper article might mention a new building
opening, but a postcard shows exactly what it looked like, the
architectural style, and the surrounding landscape.
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NAVIGATING THE OLD FULTON NY POST CARDS
COLLECTION

Tom Tryniski’'s website is famously no-frills. Its interface is simple
and functional, dating back to the early days of the web. Despite
its Spartan design, the Old Fulton NY Post Cards By Tom
Tryniski Fulton History archive is surprisingly easy to use once
you know how it works.

The main page offers a search box and a series of category links.
To focus specifically on postcards, you can navigate to the
“Postcards” section, which is organized by location. The Fulton,
NY, postcards are grouped under “Oswego County” and then
further subdivided by town or theme.

Search Tips for Finding the
Perfect Postcard

To make the most of the Old Fulton NY Post Cards By Tom
Tryniski Fulton History collection, follow these simple
strategies:

1. Use specific keywords - Instead of just “Fulton,” try
“Fulton NY Main Street 1910” or “Fulton paper mill
postcard.”

2. Browse by category - The site has a hierarchical menu.
Start with New York, then Oswego County, then Fulton. This
reveals all postcards uploaded for that locality.

3. Check the dates - Many postcards have a postmark or a

date written in pencil. Tryniski often includes these in the
file name or description. Use the date to narrow down the
era you are researching.

4. Look for hidden details - Blow up the images using your
browser’s zoom. You might spot signboards, clothing styles,
or even people that provide additional clues.

5. Bookmark noteworthy finds - The site does not have a
personal login feature, so save images or URLs you want to
revisit.

THE HISTORICAL GOLDMINE OF FULTON, NY,
THROUGH POSTCARDS

Fulton, New York, located on the Oswego River about 20 miles
north of Syracuse, has a rich industrial history. In the late 19th
and early 20th centuries, it was a center for paper
manufacturing, textiles, and metalwork. The Old Fulton NY
Post Cards By Tom Tryniski Fulton History collection
captures this era in vivid detail.

One of the most striking postcards in the archive shows the
Fulton Water Works from around 1905, a grand brick building that
still stands. Another shows the bustling intersection of South First
and Broadway, crowded with shoppers and streetcars. These
images are not merely nostalgic; they are research tools for
understanding urban development, transportation, and
commerce.



From the Erie Canal to the
Present Day

The Oswego Canal, a branch of the Erie Canal system, runs
through Fulton. Several postcards in the collection depict canal
boats, locks, and warehouses along the waterway. By studying
these postcards, historians can trace how the canal influenced
Fulton’s layout and economy. Similarly, postcards of the Fulton
High School from 1915 and the old City Hall offer architectural
references that help preservationists work today.

For family historians, the Old Fulton NY Post Cards By Tom
Tryniski Fulton History collection is especially rewarding. A
single postcard might show the house where an ancestor lived,
especially if that house was a prominent residence or a well-
photographed landmark. You might find a postcard of the church
where your great-grandparents were married, or the factory
where they worked.

HOW TO USE POSTCARDS TO ENRICH YOUR
GENEALOGY RESEARCH

If you have ancestors who lived in Fulton or the surrounding area,
you can incorporate Old Fulton NY Post Cards By Tom
Tryniski Fulton History into your genealogy workflow in several
ways:

¢ Create a visual timeline - Match census records and

newspaper articles with postcard dates to build a visual
story of your ancestral home over time.

¢ Identify family homes - Use the street view postcards to
locate specific addresses. Cross-reference with city
directories available elsewhere on the Fulton History site.

e Enhance family history books - If you compile a family
history, include relevant postcards to add depth. You can
legally use these images because Tryniski has made them
public domain or given permission for personal use.

e Share with relatives - A grandchild might not care about
a birth certificate, but a vivid postcard of the old
neighborhood can spark conversations and interest in
family history.

Beyond Fulton: The Wider
Postcard Collection

While the Old Fulton NY Post Cards By Tom Tryniski Fulton
History name emphasizes Fulton, the website also hosts
postcards from hundreds of other towns and cities. Tryniski has
expanded to include postcards from across New York State,
Pennsylvania, Ohio, and beyond. If your ancestors moved through
different regions, you might find their stories captured in these
images too.

The postcard collection is updated regularly, as Tryniski continues
to scan new acquisitions donated by collectors or purchased at
estate sales. This means the archive is never truly finished, and
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returning periodically can reveal new visual gems.

THE TECHNICAL SIDE: HOW TOM TRYNISKI DIGITIZES
AND PRESERVES

Understanding the quality of the Old Fulton NY Post Cards By
Tom Tryniski Fulton History collection requires a look at his
process. Tryniski uses high-resolution flatbed scanners, often at
300 to 600 dpi, to capture the finest details of each postcard. He
preserves the fronts and backs, so you can see handwritten
messages, postmarks, and publisher marks. The backs are
especially useful for dating the postcard because the postal
regulations changed over time. For instance, postcards divided
into two halves on the back were introduced after 1907.

Tryniski then uploads the images to his server with descriptive
filenames. He does not add watermarks, which ensures the
images remain clean for personal use. The result is a collection
that is both faithful to the originals and accessible for research.

CHALLENGES AND LIMITATIONS OF THE COLLECTION

No resource is perfect, and the Old Fulton NY Post Cards By
Tom Tryniski Fulton History archive has a few limitations. The
search functionality is basic; there is no optical character
recognition (OCR) for the text on the postcards. That means you
cannot search for words written on the back unless they appear
in the filename. Also, because the site is hosted on a private
server, it can occasionally be slow or temporarily unavailable
when high traffic spikes occur.

Furthermore, Tryniski organizes his postcards by location, but not
always by strict chronological order. You may need to browse
manually to find postcards from a specific year. However, given
the enormous volume of material (hundreds of thousands of
images), these are minor inconveniences for such a invaluable
free resource.

CONNECTING WITH A COMMUNITY OF ENTHUSIASTS
The Old Fulton NY Post Cards By Tom Tryniski Fulton




