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INTRODUCTION: UNDERSTANDING THE WORLD OF W.E.B. GRIFFIN

W.E.B.  Griffin,  the  pen  name  of  William  E.  Butterworth  III,  stands  as  one  of  the  most  celebrated
authors  in  the  realm  of  military  and  espionage  fiction.  With  a  career  spanning  several  decades,
Griffin  crafted  intricate  narratives  that  weave  together  authentic  military  detail,  compelling
characters, and gripping storylines. For both new readers and long-time fans, understanding the
Web Griffin books  in  chronological  order  presents  a  unique  challenge  because  his  works  are
organized into several interconnected series that do not follow a simple linear timeline. Unlike a
single saga, Griffin's universe spans multiple generations, wars, and branches of service, making the
question of chronological order both important and nuanced. This guide is designed to help you
navigate his expansive bibliography, whether you wish to read by the internal timeline of events or
by publication date, ensuring you experience the full depth of his storytelling.
Griffin's novels are celebrated for  their  meticulous research and realistic  portrayals of  military life,
from the  halls  of  the  Pentagon  to  the  jungles  of  Vietnam and  the  clandestine  operations  of
intelligence agencies.  His recurring characters often appear across different series,  offering a rich,
interconnected reading experience. When you explore Web Griffin books in chronological order,
you gain  a  deeper  appreciation for  how historical  events  shape his  characters  and how their
personal  stories  evolve  over  time.  This  article  will  break  down  his  major  series,  detail  the
recommended  reading  sequences,  and  explain  why  the  chronological  approach  enriches  your
understanding of his work.

THE CHALLENGE OF CHRONOLOGICAL ORDER: PUBLICATION VS. INTERNAL
TIMELINE

Before  diving  into  specific  titles,  it  is  essential  to  clarify  what  "chronological  order"  means  in  the
context of W.E.B. Griffin's library. There are two primary ways to approach his books:

Publication Order: This is the order in which the books were released. It reflects the author's
development and the natural progression of his storytelling. Many readers prefer this
approach for a first-time read.
Internal Chronological Order: This is the order of the events as they occur within the
fictional timeline of the stories. For Griffin, this can be complex because some series begin
during World War II, while others are set in the post-9/11 era.

For the purpose of understanding the Web Griffin books in chronological order from an internal
timeline perspective, we will organize the series by the historical periods they cover. However, it is
worth noting that Griffin himself often intended for readers to start with the first book in a specific
series, regardless of the overall timeline. The best approach for a truly immersive experience is
often to read each series in its own internal order, then place those series into the larger historical
framework.

THE MAJOR SERIES IN INTERNAL CHRONOLOGICAL ORDER

1. The Men at War Series (World War II,
1942 – 1945)
Set during the early years of America's involvement in World War II, the Men at War series, originally
published  under  the  pseudonym  Alex  Baldwin,  follows  the  activities  of  the  Office  of  Strategic
Services  (OSS).  This  series  is  foundational  to  the  internal  Web  Griffin  books  in  chronological
order because it introduces the clandestine warfare that becomes a recurring theme in later works.
The  protagonist,  Richard  Canidy,  is  a  daring  OSS  officer  involved  in  dangerous  missions  across
Europe  and  North  Africa.  The  books  in  this  series,  in  internal  order,  include:

The Last Heroes
The Secret Warriors
The Soldier Spies
The Fighting Agents
The Saboteurs
The Double Agents
The Trouble Shooters (posthumously completed by his son, William E. Butterworth IV)

While this series is often seen as a standalone, it establishes the global conflict that shapes the lives
of  many  characters  in  Griffin's  later  works.  For  readers  mapping  out  the  Web  Griffin  books  in
chronological  order,  this  is  a  logical  starting  point.

2. The Corps Series (World War II, 1941 –
1945)
Arguably Griffin's most famous series, The Corps focuses on the United States Marine Corps during
World War II. It begins slightly before the attack on Pearl Harbor and follows a cast of characters,
including  Kenneth  McCoy  and  Joe  Howard,  through  the  Pacific  Theater.  This  series  is  essential  for
understanding the Marine Corps culture that appears in later series like Brotherhood of War. The
internal chronological order for The Corps is:

Semper Fi1.
Call to Arms2.
Counterattack3.
Battleground4.
Line of Fire5.
Close Combat6.
Behind the Lines7.
In Danger's Path8.
Under Fire9.
Retreat, Hell (posthumous)10.

In terms of the broader Web Griffin books in chronological order, The Corps runs concurrently
with the Men at War series, offering a different perspective on the same global war.

3. The Honor Bound Series (World War II,
1942 – 1945)
This  series  shifts  the  focus  to  the  European  and  Mediterranean  theaters,  following  OSS  officers
Cletus Frade and his colleagues. Honor Bound is deeply connected to the Men at War series and
shares several themes. It provides a distinct look at the war in Europe and the early days of the CIA.
The books in chronological order are:

Honor Bound
Blood and Honor
Secret Honor
Death and Honor
The Honor of Spies
Victory and Honor
Empire and Honor

This series fits neatly alongside The Corps and Men at War within the WWII timeframe, making it a
key piece of the puzzle when considering the Web Griffin books in chronological order.

4. The Clandestine Operations Series
(Post-World War II, 1945 – 1950s)
Set immediately after World War II, the Clandestine Operations series follows the transition from the
OSS to the newly formed Central Intelligence Agency (CIA). This series is a direct bridge between the
WWII  series  and  the  later  Cold  War-era  stories.  The  protagonist,  James  Cronley,  is  a  young
intelligence officer navigating the murky world of post-war espionage. The books in order are:

Top Secret
The Assassination Option
Covert Warriors
Death at Nuremberg
The Devil's Weapons (posthumous)

For readers mapping the Web Griffin books in chronological order, this series is critical because
it shows the institutional roots of the intelligence community that appear in the Presidential Agent
series.

5. The Brotherhood of War Series (World
War II through Vietnam, 1945 – 1970s)
This  is  Griffin's  longest-running series,  spanning several  decades.  It  follows the lives of  several  US
Army  officers,  starting  with  their  experiences  in  the  immediate  aftermath  of  World  War  II  and
continuing through the Korean War, the Cold War, and into the Vietnam era. The series is famous for
its deep character development and realistic portrayal of military brotherhood. The proper reading
order for this series is:

The Lieutenants1.
The Captains2.
The Majors3.
The Colonels4.
The Berets5.
The Generals6.
The New Breed7.
The Aviators8.
Special Ops (released later but fits chronologically)9.

In  the  context  of  the  Web Griffin  books  in  chronological  order,  Brotherhood  of  War  picks  up
where the WWII series leave off and carries the story forward into the modern era.

6. The Badge of Honor Series (1970s –
2000s)
Shifting focus from the military to law enforcement, the Badge of Honor series is set in Philadelphia
and follows the careers of police officers, most notably Matt Payne. This series explores the parallel
world of urban policing and occasionally crosses paths with characters from the military series. The
internal chronological order is:

Men in Blue1.
Special Operations2.
The Victim3.
The Witness4.
The Assassin5.
The Murderers6.
The Investigators7.
Final Justice8.
The Traitor9.
The Uncivil War (posthumous)10.

This  series  offers  a  ground-level  view  of  American  society  during  the  same  period  that  the  later
Brotherhood of War books cover overseas conflicts.
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7. The Presidential Agent Series (2000s –
Present)
The  most  recent  major  series  in  Griffin's  universe,  Presidential  Agent,  follows  Charley  Castillo,  a

special agent working directly for the President of the United States on highly sensitive missions.
This series is  set in the post-9/11 world and involves global  counter-terrorism and intelligence
operations. The books in order are:

By Order of the President1.
The Hostage2.
The3.


