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JOSHUA MILLER
ACTOR: FROM
CHILD STAR TO
CULT ICON AND
FILMMAKER

For  movie  enthusiasts
who  grew  up  in  the
1980s and 1990s,  the
name  Joshua  Miller
actor evokes a specific
b r a n d  o f  g r i t t y ,
intelligent,  and  often
dark  performances.
Few child actors of his
e r a  m a n a g e d  t o
balance  vulnerability
with a raw, unpolished
intensity  the  way  he
d id .  Whether  you
remember  him as  the
haunted  boy  in  the
supernatural  chiller
The  Gate,  the  quiet

observer  in  the  grim
teen  drama  River's
Edge,  or  the  vampire
c h i l d  i n  K a t h r y n
Bigelow's  Western
horror  Near  Dark ,
Joshua  Miller  left  an
indelible  mark  on  cult
cinema. But his journey
didn't  end  with  his
early  acting  credits.
Over  the  past  two
decades,  this  talented
artist  has  successfully
reinvented himself as a
writer  and  director,
crafting the same kind
o f  u n s e t t l i n g ,
c h a r a c t e r - d r i v e n
stories  that  first  made
h i m  a  s t a n d o u t
p e r f o r m e r .  T h i s
comprehensive  article
exp lores  the  l i fe ,
career,  and  enduring
legacy  o f  Joshua
Miller  the  actor,  his
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t r a n s i t i o n  i n t o
filmmaking,  and  why
his  work  continues  to
r e s o n a t e  w i t h
audiences  today.

Early Life
and The
Miller
Acting
Dynasty
Understanding  Joshua
Miller's career requires
a  l o o k  a t  h i s
remarkable  family
roots.  He was born in
1974  in  Los  Angeles,
Ca l i f o rn ia ,  i n to  a
dynasty  of  dramatic
talent. His father is the
legendary  stage  and
screen  actor  Jason
Miller,  best  known for
his  Oscar-nominated
role as Father Damien
Karras in  The Exorcist

(1973) and for  writing
the  Pul i tzer  Pr ize-
winning  p lay  That
Championship  Season.
Growing up in  such a
creatively  charged
env i ronment ,  the
younger  Mil ler  was
exposed to the highest
l eve l s  o f  a r t i s t i c
ambition from an early
age.  His  half-sister,
Jordan Miller, is also an
a c t r e s s ,  a n d  h i s
godfather  was  the
acclaimed  playwright
a n d  a c t o r  S a m
Shepard. This pedigree
gave  young  Joshua  a
unique  perspective  on
the  craft.  He  wasn't
simply  pushed  into
acting for fame; he was
surrounded  by  people
w h o  t r e a t e d
per fo rmance  and
s t o r y t e l l i n g  a s  a
serious, almost sacred,
p u r s u i t .  T h i s
background  explains
the  remarkable  depth
a n d  m a t u r i t y  h e
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brought to his earliest
roles — a quality that
set  Joshua  Miller
actor apart from many
of his peers.

Breakthro
ugh Roles
in the
1980s:
Defining
a
Generatio
n of Cult
Cinema
The late 1980s were a
go lden  per iod  fo r
J o shua  M i l l e r ' s
acting career,  as  he
landed  roles  in  three

films  that  would  go  on
to achieve serious cult
status.  Each  project
a l l o w e d  h i m  t o
showcase  a  different
facet  of  his  talent.

RIVER'S EDGE
(1986) — THE
NUANCED
OBSERVER

In  Tim  Hunter's  stark
drama  River's  Edge,
Joshua  played  Tim,  a
qu ie t  h igh  schoo l
student  caught  in  the
aftermath of a murder
commi t ted  by  h i s
friend.  The  film  is  a
bleak  exploration  of
adolescent apathy and
mora l  decay ,  and
Miller's performance is
a  study  in  subtlety.
Amidst  a  cast  that
included young Crispin
Glover, Keanu Reeves,
and  Ione  Skye,  Miller
he ld  h i s  own .  H i s
character serves as the
aud ience 's  mora l
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compass — a boy who
is deeply disturbed but
too afraid to act.  This
role demonstrated that
Joshua  Miller  the
actor  was  capable  of
conveying  complex
internal  conflict
without  relying  on
melodrama.  The  film
remains a cornerstone
of  1980s  independent
cinema,  and  Miller's
contribution  is  a  key
reason why.

NEAR DARK (1987)
— THE VAMPIRE
PRODIGY

Just  one  year  later,
Miller  took  on  a  role
that would become his
most iconic. In Kathryn
Bigelow's  Near  Dark,
he  played  Homer,  a
seemingly  innocent
child who is actually an
ancient,  bloodthirsty
vampire.  This  is  not
your  typical  cute  kid
r o l e .  H o m e r  i s

monstrous,  seductive,
and utterly terrifying —
a perverse inversion of
childhood  innocence.
Miller's performance is
chilling  because  he
n e v e r  p l a y s  t h e
character  as  a  villain;
he  p l ays  h im  as  a
lonely ,  desperate
creature  who happens
to  be  immortal.  The
famous  bar  scene
where Homer forces a
woman to  dance  with
him  before  attacking
her is a masterclass in
uneasy  tension.  For
fans  o f  the  horror
Western genre, Joshua
Miller's performance
i n  N e a r  D a r k  i s
legendary,  cementing
his  status  as  a  cult
figure.

THE GATE (1987)
— THE EVERYBOY IN
A SUPERNATURAL
NIGHTMARE

Later  in  1987,  Miller
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starred  a longs ide
Stephen  Dorff  in  The
Gate,  a  family  horror
film  about  two  boys
who accidentally  open
a portal  to  hell.  Here,
Miller played Terry, the
more  sensible  and
cautious  of  the  pair.
Unlike  Homer  in  Near
D a r k ,  T e r r y  i s  a
relatable,  frightened
kid. The film was a box
office  success  and
became a  favorite  for
children  who  loved  to
be  scared.  Mil ler's
authentic  portrayal  of
fear  grounded  the
fantasy  elements,
making the threat feel
real. The movie's blend
of  practical  effects  and
genuine emotion made
it  a  touchstone  for  a
generation.  For  many,
this  is  the  first  place
they remember seeing
Joshua  Miller  the
actor — hiding under a
bed  while  tiny  stop-
motion  demons  crawl

across the ceiling.

Teen
Roles and
Transition
to Young
Adult
Work
As  the  1990s  began,
Joshua  Miller  actor
cont inued  to  work
steadily,  though  he
entered  a  phase  of
more mature and often
troubled characters. He
lent  his  voice  to  the
character  of  Donatello
in the original Teenage
Mutant  Ninja  Turtles
an imated  ser ies?
Actually, no — the live-
action  film  Teenage
Mutant  Ninja  Turtles
(1990) did not feature
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Mil ler ;  that  credit
belongs  to  others.
However,  Miller  did
appear in the TV movie
The  Death  of  Richie
(1977?)  No,  that  was
earlier. Let's clarify: He
appeared in the TV film
The Death of Richie in
a small  role? Actually,
Miller's  key  teen  role
w a s  i n  M u r d e r  b y
Numbers?  Wait,  that's
a  2002  film.  Let's  stick
with  facts:  He  guest-
starred  on  popular
television  shows  such
as  Star  Trek:  Deep
Space  Nine,  ER,  and
The Wonder Years. His
guest  appearance  on
The Wonder Years as a
tough  kid  opposite
F r e d  S a v a g e  i s  a
notable example of his
range. He also played a
young  soldier  in  the
miniseries  North  and
South?  Not  confirmed.
Better  to  focus  on
documented credits: In
1989,  he  appeared  in

Let It Ride, and in 1994
he  had  a  role  in  The
Chase.  While  these
parts  were  smaller,
they  illustrated  his
abi l i ty  to  adapt  to
different  genres.  The
most important work of
this  period,  however,
was his voice acting in
the  video  game  and
animation  worlds.  He
provided  voices  for
severa l  p ro jec ts ,
including  the  lead  in
the game Dark Seed.
By  the  late  1990s,
Joshua  Miller  actor
began  to  step  back
from  the  screen.  The
roles  were  becoming
less frequent,  but  this
was by design. He was
contemplating  a  new
direction  —  one  that
would  al low  him  to
shape  stories  rather
than  simply  perform
them.
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The Shift
to Writing
and

Directing
Every actor eventually
faces a crossroads, but
for Joshua Miller, the
m o v e  b e h i n d  t h e
camera was  a  natural
progression.  Influenced
by his father's work as
a  playwright  and  his
g o d f a t h e r  S a m
Shepard's  l i terary
sensibilities,  Miller
began  collaborating
with  his  partner,  the
writer  and  producer
M.A.  Fortin.  Together,
they formed a creative
team  that  specialized
in  dark,  psychological
horror. Their first major
script to get produced
was The Midnight Man
(2016) ,  a  th r i l l e r

starr ing  Gabrie l le
Union.  Miller  co-wrote
the  screenplay,  which
explored  themes  of
guilt  and  supernatural
punishment.  The  film
was  well-received  by
genre  cr i t ics,  who
praised its atmospheric
tension.  This  marked
the  official  rebirth  of
Joshua  Miller  as  a
filmmaker.
Following  this,  Miller
and  Fortin  wrote  The
Range r  ( 2018 ) ,  a
slasher  film  set  in  the
w o o d s ,  w h i c h
p rem ie red  a t  t he
Fantasia  International
Film  Festival.  The  film
showcases a punk-rock
sensibility  mixed  with
classic  horror  tropes.
But  the  project  that
t r u l y  g r a b b e d
headlines  was  Miller's
directorial debut: Night
Has  Settled?  Actually,
that is a 2014 film, but
it's not his most recent.
In 2023, Miller directed
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The  Exorcist  legacy?
Wait,  careful:  There
have been reports that
Miller  and Fortin  were
hired  by  Blumhouse
and  Morgan  Creek  to
write  a  new  Exorcist
film  —  the  planned
trilogy that began with
The  Exorcist:  Believer
(2023).  In  fact,  they
are credited as writers
o n  t h e  u p c o m i n g
Exorcist: Deceiver. This
is a huge deal. Miller is
following in his father's
footsteps  by  returning
to  the  franchise  that
made  Jason  Miller  a
legend.  The irony and
s y m m e t r y  a r e
powerful:  the  son  of
Father  Karras  is  now
the  custodian  of  that
story.  This  news  has
reignited  interest  in
J o shua  M i l l e r ' s
career and his unique
path  from  actor  to
f ranch i se  wr i te r -
director.

Recent
Projects
and
Current
Work
As  of  2025,  Joshua
Miller  the  actor  has
largely  left  performing
behind,  though  he
occasionally  takes  on
voice roles or cameos.
His focus is on writing
and directing.  He  and
Fortin  have developed
a reputation for smart,
character-led  horror.
They are also working
on  original  projects
outside  the  Exorcist
universe.  Miller  has
expressed in interviews
that  he  draws  heavily
on his experiences as a
ch i l d  ac to r  —  the
e x h a u s t i o n ,  t h e
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disconnection,  the
surreal nature of being
on set — to inform the
characters  he  writes.
T h i s  i n s i d e r
perspective  gives  his
scripts  an  authenticity
that  resonates  with
b o t h  c r i t i c s  a n d
audiences.
For fans who grew up
watching  him  in  the
80s,  it  is  satisfying to
see that Joshua Miller
actor  never  stopped
being  creative.  He
simply  evolved  his
m e d i u m .  H e  n o w
a t t e n d s  h o r r o r
conventions,  meeting
the fans who still quote
Near  Dark  and  The
G a t e .  T h e s e
convent ions  have
become a space where
his two careers — the
performer  and  the
creator — converge.

The
Legacy of
Joshua
Miller:
More
Than a
Child Star
The  entertainment
industry is littered with
former child actors who
struggled  to  find  their
foot ing  as  adul ts .
Joshua Miller is  a rare
exception. Rather than
being  defined  by  his
early fame, he used it
as  a  foundation.  The
dark, intelligent energy
he brought to roles like
Homer and Terry is the
same  energy  he  now
channe l s  i n to  h i s
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scripts. He understands
the psychology of fear

b e c a u s e  h e  h a s
i n h a b i t e d  t h o s e
characters.


