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INTRODUCTION:
THE VISIONARY
MUSIC OF DAVID
DIAMOND

In  the  vast  landscape
of  twentieth-century
classical  music,  few
c o m p o s e r s  h a v e
managed  to  b lend
lyrical  Americanism
with  a  forward-looking
c o s m o p o l i t a n
s e n s i b i l i t y  a s
effectively  as  David
Diamond.  Among  his
many  notable  works,
one stands out  for  its
ambitious  scope  and
philosophical  depth:
D a v i d  D i a m o n d

Historia  Del  Futuro.
T h i s  r e m a r k a b l e
composition,  whose
title  translates  from
Spanish as "History of
the Future," represents
a  unique  intersection
of musical artistry and
temporal  reflection.  In
this  article,  we  will
explore  the  l i fe  of
David  Diamond,  the
g e n e s i s  a n d
significance  of  Historia
Del Futuro, its musical
architecture,  and  the
enduring  relevance  of
this  extraordinary
work. Whether you are
a  seasoned  classical
music  enthusiast  or  a
curious  newcomer,
u n d e r s t a n d i n g
Diamond's vision offers
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a  window  into  how
music can grapple with
the  most  profound
quest ions  of  t ime,
memory, and destiny.

WHO WAS DAVID
DIAMOND? A BRIEF
BIOGRAPHY

David  Diamond  was
born on July 9, 1915, in
Rochester,  New  York,
into a family of Jewish
immigrant  parents.
From an early age, he
displayed  prodigious
m u s i c a l  t a l e n t ,
studying  violin  and
composition.  He  later
attended the  Eastman
School  of  Music  and
the Cleveland Institute
of Music before moving
to  New  Yo rk  C i t y ,
where he studied with
t h e  l e g e n d a r y
c o m p o s e r  N a d i a
Boulanger  in  Paris.
Boulanger's  rigorous
t u t e l a g e  s h a p e d
D i a m o n d ' s
c o m p o s i t i o n a l

discipline, but his voice
remained distinctly his
own.
Diamond's  career
flourished in the 1930s
and  1940s,  when  he
composed symphonies,
chamber  works,  and
film scores. He won the
prestigious  New  York
Music  Critics'  Circle
Award  and  received
commissions  from
major  orchestras.  His
m u s i c  i s  o f t e n
d e s c r i b e d  a s
neoclassical  with  a
Romantic  heart ,
characterized  by  clear
structures,  lyr ical
melodies,  and  vibrant
o r c h e s t r a t i o n .
However,  Diamond
also  faced  challenges.
His homosexuality in a
less  tolerant  era,  his
outspoken  political
views,  and  his  refusal
to  conform  to  avant-
garde  trends  led  to
periods  of  obscurity.
D e s p i t e  t h i s ,  h e
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remained  fiercely
dedicated to his  craft,
producing a substantial
body  o f  work  that
c o n t i n u e s  t o  b e
r e d i s c o v e r e d  b y
c o n t e m p o r a r y
audiences.
Diamond's  connection
to Hispanic culture was
deep and authentic. He
spent  significant  time
in  Latin  America  and
was  fluent  in  Spanish.
This  cultural  affinity  is
nowhere more evident
t h a n  i n  D a v i d
Diamond  Historia
Del  Futuro,  a  work
t h a t  b l e n d s  h i s
Amer ican  musica l
i d e n t i t y  w i t h  a
d i s t i n c t l y  L a t i n
American  literary  and
spiritual sensibility. The
piece  was  composed
between  1965  and
1967 ,  a  pe r i od  o f
i n t e n s e  c r e a t i v e
a c t i v i t y  f o r  t h e
composer.

THE GENESIS OF
HISTORIA DEL
FUTURO

Literary
Inspiratio
n and
Text
Historia Del Futuro is a
dramat ic  work  for
narrator,  chorus,  and
orchestra.  The  text  is
d r a w n  f r o m  t h e
writings of the Spanish
philosopher and writer
Miguel de Unamuno,
specifically  from  his
collection  of  essays
and  poems  t i t l ed
Historia  Del  Futuro
i tself .  Unamuno,  a
towering  figure  of  the
Generation  of  '98  in
Spain,  was  deeply
preoccupied  with  the
tension  between  faith
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and reason, the desire
for  immortality,  and
the nature of time. His
c o n c e p t  o f
"intrahistoria"  —  the
underlying,  everyday
history  that  exists
beneath the surface of
grand events — deeply
influenced Diamond.
F o r  D i a m o n d ,
U n a m u n o ' s  t e x t
p r o v i d e d  a  r i c h
p h i l o s o p h i c a l
f r a m e w o r k .  T h e
composer  selected
passages that speak to
the human yearning to
t r a n s c e n d  t h e
l i m i t a t i o n s  o f
chronological time. The
narrative  voice  in  the
piece  moves  between
past,  present,  and
future, suggesting that
true  history  is  not  a
l inear  sequence  of
events  but  a  living,
eternal present. This is
the  core  idea  around
which David Diamond
Historia Del Futuro is

b u i l t :  a  m u s i c a l
meditat ion  on  the
p o s s i b i l i t y  o f
experiencing  all  time
simultaneously.

Compositi
onal
Period
and
Context
The mid-1960s were a
t u m u l t u o u s  t i m e
globally, marked by the
Cold  War,  the  civi l
rights  movement,  and
rapid  technological
change.  Diamond,
always sensitive to the
cu l tu ra l  cu r rents
around him, channeled
this  collective  anxiety
and hope into Historia
Del  Futuro.  The  work
was  commissioned  by
the Ford Foundation
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and premiered by the
Philadelphia  Orchestra
under  the  baton  of
Eugene  Ormandy  in
1968.  The  premiere
featured  the  actor
Ricardo  Montalbán  as
the  narrator,  a  choice
that  underscored  the
work's  Hispanic  roots.
The premiere was met
with  considerable
interest, though critical
reception  was  mixed,
as  is  often  the  case
with  works  that  defy
easy  categorization.
Some critics praised its
a m b i t i o n  a n d
emotional power, while
others found its  blend
of narration and music
unconventional.  Over
time,  however,  David
Diamond  Historia
Del  Futuro  has  been
r e c o g n i z e d  a s  a
pioneering  work  of
multimedia  classical
music,  anticipating
later  developments  in
n a r r a t i v e - d r i v e n

composition.

MUSICAL
LANGUAGE AND
STYLISTIC
ELEMENTS

Orchestra
tion and
Structure
D i a m o n d ' s
o r c h e s t r a t i o n  i n
Historia  Del  Futuro  is
masterful. The work is
scored  for  a  large
o r c h e s t r a  w i t h
expanded  percussion,
including  instruments
t h a t  e v o k e  b o t h
Western  classical  and
L a t i n  A m e r i c a n
traditions.  The  music
moves through several
distinct  sections  that
m i r r o r  t h e
philosophical  arc  of
Unamuno's  text:

Introduction: A



6

6 David Diamond Historia Del
Futuro

2023-04-10

brooding,
atmospheric
opening that
establishes a
sense of
timelessness.
Strings play long,
sustained tones
while percussion
creates subtle,
irregular
rhythms.
The Past: A
lyrical, almost
nostalgic section
featuring
woodwinds and
solo violin. The
music here is
more tonal and
melodic,
suggesting
memory.
The Present: An
energetic,
dissonant
passage that
captures the
chaos of
contemporary
life. Brass and
percussion

dominate, with
sharp rhythmic
interjections.
The Future: A
visionary,
ethereal section
where the chorus
enters with
wordless vocals,
building to a
climax of
extraordinary
intensity. The
orchestra swells,
and the narrator
speaks of "the
history that has
not yet been
written."
Coda: A quiet
resolution that
returns to the
opening material,
suggesting the
cyclical nature of
time. The work
ends on a single,
sustained note —
a symbol of
eternity.

Throughout,  Diamond
employs  a  technique
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he  called  "temporal
polyphony",  where
different  musical  lines
represent  different
time  streams.  This  is
n o t  m e r e l y  a
compositional  device
but  a  philosophical
statement:  the  past,
present,  and  future
coexist  in  the musical
fabric just as they do in
human consciousness.

Harmonic
Language
Harmonically,  Historia
D e l  F u t u r o  i s  a
synthesis of Diamond's
earlier  neoclassical
s t y l e  a n d  a  m o r e
adventurous,  atonal
vocabulary.  He  uses
quartal  and  quintal
harmonies  (chords
built  on  fourths  and
fifths)  to  create  a
sense  of  open  space
and  t imelessness.
Dissonance  is  used

s p a r i n g l y  b u t
effectively,  often  to
depict  moments  of
conflict  or  yearning.
The  overall  effect  is
o n e  o f  p r o f o u n d
e m o t i o n a l  d e p t h
without sentimentality.
T h e  c o m p o s e r ' s
h a n d l i n g  o f  t h e
narrator  is  particularly
i n n o v a t i v e .  T h e
narrator  does  not
simply recite the text;
rather,  the  voice  is
integrated  into  the
m u s i c a l  t e x t u r e .
Diamond  specifies
precise  rhythms  and
pitches for the spoken
word,  creating  a  kind
of  melodic  speech
that  hovers  between
song  and  declaration.
T h i s  t e c h n i q u e
ant i c ipa tes  l a te r
d e v e l o p m e n t s  i n
sprechstimme  and
contemporary  vocal
performance.
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THEMES AND
NARRATIVE IN
HISTORIA DEL

FUTURO

Time and
Immortali
ty
The  central  theme  of
D a v i d  D i a m o n d
Historia Del Futuro is
the  human  struggle
wi th  tempora l i ty .
U n a m u n o ' s  t e x t ,
filtered  through
Diamond's music, asks
a  timeless  question:
C a n  w e  t r u l y
experience  the  future
as  we  remember  the
p a s t ?  T h e  w o r k
suggests  that  through
art,  and  especially
through music, we can
ach ieve  a  k i nd  o f
eternal present. Music,
after  all,  unfolds  in
t i m e  b u t  a l s o

t ranscends  i t  —  a
melody  can  recall  the
past and anticipate the
fu tu re  in  a  s ing le
gesture.
D iamond ' s  mus i c
mirrors this idea. Motifs
in t roduced  in  the
"past" section reappear
transformed  in  the
" fu tu re"  sec t ion ,
creating  a  sense  of
musical memory. The
listener  experiences
the  passage  of  time
n o t  a s  a  l i n e a r
progression  but  as  a
web  of  connections
across  the  arc  of  the
work.

Cultural
Identity
and
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Universal
Humanity
Another  important
theme  is  the  tension
between  cu l tu ra l
specificity  and
u n i v e r s a l  h u m a n
experience.  Diamond
deliberately  chose  a
Span i sh  t ex t  and
incorporated  elements
of  Hispanic  musical
tradition  —  such  as
ce r ta in  rhy thmic
patterns from flamenco
and Latin American folk
music  —  but  he  also
insisted that the work's
message  was  for  all
humanity. This balance
between  particularity
and  universality  gives
D a v i d  D i a m o n d
Historia Del Futuro a
unique resonance.
In an era of increasing
global ization,  this
aspect  of  the  work
f e e l s  e s p e c i a l l y

relevant.  Diamond's
ability  to  draw  from
mul t ip le  cu l tu ra l
s t r e a m s  w i t h o u t
diluting  his  own voice
is  a  model  for  how
artists  can  navigate
d i v e r s i t y  w h i l e
maintaining integrity.

The Role
of the
Chorus
The chorus in  Historia
Del  Futuro  does  not
sing words.  Instead, it
vocalizes syllables and
vowels,  functioning  as
a  k i n d  o f
i n s t r u m e n t a l
ensemble. This choice
is  de l iberate :  the
human  voice,  without
language,  represents
pure emotion and pure
t i m e .  T h e  c h o r u s
becomes the collective
voice  of  humanity,
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expressing what words
cannot capture. In the
climactic  section,  the
chorus  swel ls  to  a
fortissimo on an open
vowel ,  c reat ing  a
moment  of  a lmost
unbearable beauty and
longing.

RECEPTION AND
CRITICAL
RESPONSE

Initial
Reception
At its premiere in 1968,
Historia Del Futuro was
received  with  respect
but  no t  un iversa l
acclaim.  Some  critics
found  the  narration
intrusive,  arguing  that
Diamond's  music  was
strong enough to stand
alone.  Others  praised
the  work's  ambition
and  i ts  successful
fusion  of  philosophy
a n d  m u s i c .  T h e

Philadelphia  Inquirer
called  it  "a  bold,  i f
uneven,  attempt  to
g r a p p l e  w i t h  t h e
biggest  questions,"
while  the  New  York
T imes  no ted  tha t
"Diamond's sincerity is
never in doubt."
Over  the  decades,
however, the work has
been  reassessed.  As
c o n t e m p o r a r y
a u d i e n c e s  h a v e
b e c o m e  m o r e
a c c u s t o m e d  t o
mult imedia  and
n a r r a t i v e - d r i v e n
c o m p o s i t i o n s ,
Historia Del Futuro has
found new admirers. It
is  now seen as ahead
of its time, a precursor
to works by composers
like John Corigliano and
Tan  Dun  who  blend
music  with  spoken
word.
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Modern
Recordin
gs and
Performa

nces

In  recent  years,  there
has been a resurgence
of  interest  in  David
Diamond's  music,  and
D a v i d  D i a m o n d
Historia  Del  Futuro
has benefited from this
r e v i v a l .  A  2 0 1 8
r e c o r d i n g  b y  t h e
B o s t o n  M o d e r n
Orchestra  Project
and  the  Pro  Arte
Chamber  Ch


