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PASSING THE TEXAS JURISPRUDENCE NURSING EXAM: A COMPLETE GUIDE FOR ASPIRING NURSES

Becoming a registered nurse (RN) or licensed vocational nurse (LVN) in Texas is a rewarding journey, but it comes with specific requirements beyond
passing the NCLEX. One of the most critical steps is the Texas Jurisprudence Nursing Exam. This exam ensures that every nurse working in the state
understands the legal and regulatory framework that governs nursing practice. Whether you are a new graduate, an experienced nurse moving from
another state, or someone returning to active practice, mastering this exam is essential for earning and maintaining your Texas nursing license. In
this article, we will explore everything you need to know about the Texas Jurisprudence Nursing Exam, including its purpose, content, preparation
strategies, and tips for success.

What Is the Texas Jurisprudence Nursing Exam?
The Texas Jurisprudence Nursing Exam is a mandatory test administered by the Texas Board of Nursing (BON). It assesses a candidate’s knowledge of
the laws, rules, and regulations that govern nursing practice in Texas. Unlike the NCLEX, which focuses on clinical competencies, the jurisprudence
exam is entirely about legal and ethical obligations. The exam covers the Texas Nursing Practice Act (NPA) and the Board’s rules and regulations,
which are found in Title 22 of the Texas Administrative Code. These documents outline everything from scope of practice and delegation to reporting
requirements and disciplinary actions. By passing this exam, you demonstrate that you are aware of your legal responsibilities and can practice safely
within the state’s framework.

Who Must Take the Texas Jurisprudence Exam?
The Texas Board of Nursing requires the jurisprudence exam for several categories of applicants. Understanding who needs to take it can help you
plan your licensing journey.

New graduates: If you have completed a nursing program in Texas and are applying for your first license, you must pass the jurisprudence
exam before your license is issued.
Out-of-state nurses: Nurses who hold a current license in another U.S. state or territory and are seeking licensure by endorsement in Texas
must take the Texas Jurisprudence Nursing Exam. This ensures that nurses moving to Texas understand the state’s specific regulations.
Reinstatement applicants: If your Texas nursing license has expired or been placed on inactive status and you wish to return to practice, you
may need to retake the jurisprudence exam as part of the reinstatement process.
Advanced practice registered nurses (APRNs): APRNs applying for or renewing their prescriptive authority in Texas must also complete a
jurisprudence exam specific to advanced practice.

In short, almost every nurse who wants to work in Texas must pass this exam at some point. It is a non-negotiable step in the licensure process.

Content of the Texas Jurisprudence Nursing Exam
The exam covers a wide range of topics, all centered on the legal aspects of nursing. You will be tested on your understanding of the Texas Nursing
Practice Act and the Board’s rules. Key content areas include:

Scope of practice: What tasks and responsibilities are permitted for RNs, LVNs, and APRNs? The exam will ask you to identify appropriate
actions based on your license type and education.
Delegation: Understanding how to delegate tasks to unlicensed assistive personnel (UAP) is crucial. The exam covers the five rights of
delegation and the RN’s responsibility during delegation.
Nurse-patient relationship: Topics include informed consent, patient confidentiality (HIPAA), mandatory reporting of abuse or neglect, and
the duty to report unsafe practice by other nurses.
Licensing and discipline: You need to know the grounds for disciplinary action by the Board, such as fraud, substance abuse, or criminal
convictions. The exam also covers the types of sanctions (e.g., reprimand, probation, revocation).
Continuing education and renewal: Nurse license renewal requirements, including continuing education hours and the specific course on
human trafficking prevention, are part of the exam.
Peer review and incident reporting: Texas has specific rules for peer review of nurses and mandatory reporting of incidents that may
indicate incompetence or unprofessional conduct.

The exam is not about memorizing every rule; instead, it tests your ability to apply the law to real-world scenarios. Many questions present a situation

and ask you to choose the best legal response.

Exam Format and Logistics
The Texas Jurisprudence Nursing Exam is administered online through the Texas Board of Nursing’s website. It is an open-book test, meaning you are
allowed to reference the NPA and Board rules during the exam. However, do not underestimate its difficulty. The open-book format encourages you to
know where to find answers quickly, but time is limited. Key logistical details include:

Number of questions: The exam typically consists of 50 to 60 multiple-choice questions.
Time limit: You usually have 90 minutes to complete the test.
Passing score: You need a score of at least 80% to pass.
Cost: There is a fee (currently around $25) payable online at the time of registration.
Retakes: If you do not pass, you can retake the exam after a waiting period (usually 24 hours). There is no limit on retakes, but you must pay
the fee each time.

You will need a computer with a stable internet connection and a web browser that supports the testing platform. The exam is not proctored live, but
the system may record your session for security purposes.

How to Prepare for the Texas Jurisprudence Nursing Exam
Effective preparation is the key to passing on your first attempt. Because the exam is open-book, many candidates think they do not need to study.
That is a mistake. Familiarity with the material will save you precious minutes during the test.

1. DOWNLOAD AND READ THE OFFICIAL DOCUMENTS

The primary sources are the Texas Nursing Practice Act (NPA)  and the Board Rules and Regulations  (Title 22,  Part  11 of  the Texas
Administrative Code). Both are available for free on the Texas Board of Nursing website. Print them out or have them open in separate tabs during the
exam. read through the entire document at least once before the test. Pay close attention to sections on delegation, scope of practice, and
disciplinary actions.

2. USE STUDY GUIDES AND PRACTICE TESTS

Several online resources offer study guides specifically for the Texas Jurisprudence Nursing Exam. Some are free, while others are low-cost. Look for
guides that summarize key points and include sample questions. Practice tests are invaluable because they help you become comfortable with the
question format and time pressure. Many nursing schools also provide review sessions for their graduates.

3. FOCUS ON HIGH-YIELD TOPICS

While the entire document is important, certain topics appear more frequently. These include:

Delegation rules (especially for LVNs and RNs).
Mandatory reporting requirements (child abuse, elder abuse, and unsafe practice).
Grounds for disciplinary action and the Board’s disciplinary process.
Informed consent and who may obtain it.
Continuing education requirements (including the human trafficking course).

4. UNDERSTAND THE OPEN-BOOK STRATEGY

During the exam, you can search the PDFs for keywords. Practice using the search function on your computer beforehand. If a question mentions
"delegation" and "UAP," you can immediately search the rules for the term "delegation." However, do not rely solely on search; you should know the
general content so you can quickly navigate to the right section.

Tips for Success on Exam Day
Here are practical tips that can help you stay calm and score well:

Set up your environment: Use a quiet room with no distractions. Have your documents open in separate browser tabs. Ensure your internet
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connection is stable.
Manage your time: With 50-60 questions in 90 minutes, you have roughly 1.5 to 2 minutes per question. If you get stuck, mark the question
and move on. Return to it later if time allows.
Read questions carefully: Some questions are tricky, with "except," "not," or "best" as qualifiers. Pay attention to what the question is
actually asking.
Use the open-book wisely: Do not try to read the entire document during the exam. Instead, look up only what you are unsure about. Trust
your prior reading.
Double-check your answers: If you finish early, review any flagged questions. Ensure you have answered every question before submitting.

Common Mistakes and How to Avoid Them
Many nurses fail the Texas Jurisprudence Nursing Exam on their first attempt due to avoidable errors. Here are the most common pitfalls:

Underestimating the exam: Assuming that open-book means no study leads to wasted time searching for answers during the test. Study at1.
least a few hours.
Not knowing the structure: Some candidates do not realize the exam is online and untimed during a fixed window. Read the instructions2.
before starting.
Relying on outdated material: The NPA and Board rules are updated periodically. Always use the most current versions from the BON3.
website.
Ignoring the advanced practice exam: If you are an APRN seeking prescriptive authority, remember there is a separate jurisprudence exam.4.
Do not take the wrong one.

By avoiding these mistakes, you can increase your chances of passing on the first try.

The Role of the Texas Jurisprudence Exam in Safe Nursing
Practice
Some nurses question why they must take yet another exam. The answer lies in patient safety. Every state has its own unique laws and regulations.
Texas, for instance, has strict rules about delegation to LVNs and UAPs, mandatory reporting of sexual misconduct by health care providers, and
specific continuing education requirements. By ensuring every nurse understands these rules, the Texas Board of Nursing protects patients from harm
caused by ignorance of the law. Moreover, the exam reinforces the professional responsibility of nurses to practice within their legal boundaries. It is
not just a hoop to jump through; it is a foundation for ethical, lawful nursing practice.

Conclusion
The Texas Jurisprudence Nursing Exam is a essential gateway for anyone seeking to practice nursing in the Lone Star State. While it may seem
intimidating at first, thorough preparation using the official documents and practice tests will set you up for success. Remember that this exam is not
about testing your clinical skills but your understanding of the legal framework that surrounds your profession. By investing time in studying the
Texas Nursing Practice Act and Board rules, you not only pass the exam but also become a more informed, responsible nurse. Whether you are a new
graduate, an experienced RN moving from another state, or a nurse returning to practice, taking this exam seriously is a sign of your commitment to
safe, competent care. Good luck on your journey to becoming a licensed nurse in Texas!


