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INTRODUCTION: A CELESTIAL DIRECTORY OF THE GREEK PANTHEON

The ancient Greeks created a rich and complex pantheon of deities to explain the natural world,
human emotions, and the mysteries of fate. From the towering king of the gods to the humblest
spirit of the hearth, each figure played a distinct role in the mythology that has shaped Western
literature, art, and philosophy for millennia. For enthusiasts, scholars, and casual readers alike,
having a handy reference of the names of Greek gods in alphabetical order is an invaluable
tool. This orderly list not only makes it easier to locate a particular god or goddess but also reveals
the surprising variety of divine personalities that populated Olympus and the world below. Whether
you are researching a specific myth, writing a creative project, or simply satisfying your curiosity,
this comprehensive guide will walk you through the major and minor deities of ancient Greece,
presented in a clear, alphabetical format.

Understanding the hierarchy and domains of these divine beings enriches our appreciation of Greek
mythology. While everyone knows Zeus threw thunderbolts, fewer recall that his daughter Eris
sowed discord or that the gentle god Asclepius could raise the dead. By organizing the names of
Greek gods in alphabetical order, we create a structured pathway through a sprawling
mythological landscape. Below, we explore each deity with concise but informative entries, noting
their symbols, family ties, and key myths. This approach respects both the casual reader and the
dedicated student, ensuring that every god gets its due attention while the overall narrative remains
fluid and engaging.

A - C: THE FOUNDATIONAL POWERS OF OLYMPUS

Aphrodite

Aphrodite, the goddess of love, beauty, and desire, was born from the sea foam near Cyprus. She
wielded immense power over gods and mortals alike, and her symbols include the dove, rose, and
myrtle. She was married to Hephaestus but had famous affairs with Ares and Anchises. Her influence
extended to the Trojan War, where she protected Paris.

Apollo

Apollo was the god of music, prophecy, healing, and the sun. As the son of Zeus and Leto, and twin
brother of Artemis, he embodied harmony and reason. His oracle at Delphi was the most important
in Greece. Apollo is often depicted with a lyre, a bow, or a laurel wreath. He also drove the sun
chariot across the sky.

Ares

Ares, the god of war, personified the brutal, violent aspects of battle. He was the son of Zeus and
Hera, but his parents disliked his bloodthirsty nature. Ares was not widely worshipped in Greece, yet
he fathered several children, including Phobos (Fear) and Deimos (Terror), who accompanied him
into combat. His symbols are the spear and the vulture.

Artemis

Artemis, goddess of the hunt, wilderness, and the moon, was Apollo’s twin sister. She roamed the
forests with a band of nymphs, protecting young animals and women. As a virgin goddess, she
fiercely defended her independence. Her symbols include the bow and arrow, the stag, and the
crescent moon. She also brought sudden death to women.

Asclepius

Asclepius was the god of medicine and healing. The son of Apollo and the mortal Coronis, he
learned the art of healing from Chiron the centaur. His skill became so great that he could raise the
dead, which angered Hades and led Zeus to strike him down with a thunderbolt. His symbol, the Rod
of Asclepius, remains a medical emblem today.

Athena

Athena, goddess of wisdom, war strategy, and crafts, sprang fully armored from Zeus’s head. She
was the patron goddess of Athens, where the Parthenon was built in her honor. Her symbols include
the owl, the olive tree, and the aegis shield. She guided heroes such as Odysseus and Perseus,
always valuing intelligence over brute force.

Demeter

Demeter was the goddess of agriculture, grain, and the harvest. The sister of Zeus, her grief over
the abduction of her daughter Persephone by Hades caused the earth to become barren, creating
winter. She taught humanity the art of farming. Her symbols include wheat, the cornucopia, and the

Poppy.

Dionysus

Dionysus, the god of wine, ecstasy, and theatre, was the son of Zeus and the mortal Semele. He
roamed the world accompanied by satyrs and maenads, spreading his cult of liberation and
madness. His festivals became the foundation of Greek drama. He is often depicted with a thyrsus
(staff topped with a pinecone) and a vine.

E - H: DEITIES OF THE SKY, SEA, AND UNDERWORLD

Eileithyia was the goddess of childbirth and labor pains. The daughter of Zeus and Hera, she
assisted women in delivery but could also prolong their suffering. She was particularly invoked by

mothers and midwives. Her role, though minor in myths, was essential in the daily life of ancient
Greeks.

Eos

Eos was the goddess of the dawn, who rose each morning from the river Oceanus to announce the
arrival of the sun. She was often depicted with rosy fingers or saffron robes. She fell in love with
several mortals, most notably Tithonus, for whom she obtained immortality but not eternal youth.

Eris

Eris, the goddess of strife and discord, sowed chaos among gods and mortals. Her most famous act
was throwing the golden apple inscribed “for the fairest” at the wedding of Peleus and Thetis,
sparking the judgment of Paris and ultimately the Trojan War. She was the sister of Ares and often
accompanied him into battle.

Eros

Eros was the primordial god of love and desire, later depicted as the mischievous son of Aphrodite.
He carried a bow and arrows that could cause uncontrollable passion. In ancient art, he was a
handsome youth rather than a chubby toddler. His union with Psyche symbolizes the soul’s longing
for love.

Hades

Hades was the god of the underworld and the dead. The eldest son of Cronus and Rhea, he drew
the underworld as his realm after the Titanomachy. He rarely left his dark kingdom, preferring to
rule over the souls of the departed. His symbols include the bident, the helmet of invisibility, and
Cerberus, the three-headed dog.

Hebe

Hebe was the goddess of youth and the cupbearer of the gods. The daughter of Zeus and Hera, she
served nectar and ambrosia on Olympus until she married Heracles after his deification. She also
had the power to rejuvenate mortals and gods. She is often depicted as a graceful young woman
holding a golden cup.

Hecate

Hecate was the goddess of magic, crossroads, and the night. A Titaness who retained her power
under Zeus, she was worshipped at three-way intersections where offerings were left. She carried
torches and was accompanied by dogs. Hecate was invoked for spells, protection, and guidance in
the dark.

Helios

Helios was the personification of the sun. He drove a golden chariot across the sky each day, pulled
by fiery horses. He saw all events on earth, making him a witness to many myths. His son Phaethon
famously lost control of the chariot. Later, Helios was increasingly identified with Apollo.

Hephaestus

Hephaestus was the god of fire, metalworking, and craftsmanship. The son of Hera (and sometimes
Zeus), he was born lame and was thrown from Olympus. He built magnificent palaces and weapons
for the gods, including the shield of Achilles. His symbols include the anvil, hammer, and tongs. He
was married to Aphrodite.

Hera

Hera, queen of the gods, was the goddess of marriage, women, and family. The sister and wife of
Zeus, she was often jealous of his many affairs, leading to vengeful acts against his lovers and
children. Her symbols are the peacock, the cow, and the diadem. The Heraean games were held in
her honor.

Hermes

Hermes was the messenger god, patron of travelers, thieves, and merchants. The son of Zeus and
the nymph Maia, he was born in a cave and by evening had invented the lyre and stolen Apollo’s
cattle. He wore winged sandals and a traveler’s cap, carrying a herald’s staff (caduceus). He also
guided souls to the underworld.

Hestia

Hestia was the goddess of the hearth, home, and domestic life. The eldest daughter of Cronus and
Rhea, she was a gentle deity who kept the sacred fire of Olympus burning. She gave up her throne
among the Twelve Olympians to Dionysus to avoid conflict. Every Greek home had a hearth
dedicated to her.
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Hypnos

Hypnos, the god of sleep, lived in a dark cave where the river Lethe flowed. He could put both
mortals and gods to sleep with his powers. He was the twin brother of Thanatos (Death) and the son
of Nyx (Night). His symbols include poppies and a horn of sleep-inducing liquid.

| - N: LESSER-KNOWN BUT SIGNIFICANT SPIRITS

Iris

Iris was the goddess of the rainbow and a messenger of the gods, serving especially Hera. She used
the rainbow as a bridge between heaven and earth. Unlike Hermes, she delivered messages without

trickery. She also carried water from the River Styx to administer oaths, bringing sleep to those who
broke them.

Nemea

While not a major god, Nemesis was the goddess of retribution and divine justice. She punished
hubris and those who violated moral order. She is often shown with scales, a whip, or a wheel of
fortune. Her name gives us the word “nemesis,” meaning an inescapable avenger. She was a force
of balance in the cosmos.
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