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INTRODUCTION:
THE
INDISPENSABLE
REFERENCE FOR
COCA-COLA
MEMORABILIA
ENTHUSIASTS

For decades, the world
of Coca-Cola
memorabilia has been
a vibrant, ever-
evolving marketplace
where nostalgia,
history, and commerce
converge. Whether you
are a seasoned
collector with a

climate-controlled
display room or a
curious beginner who
just discovered a
vintage bottle cap in a
grandparent's attic,
one name has stood as
the definitive authority
on value and
authenticity: Petretti
S Coca Cola
Collectibles Price
Guide The. This iconic
reference work, often
simply referred to as
the "Coca-Cola
collector's bible," has
guided countless
individuals through the
intricate landscape of
red-and-white

treasures. In this


https://everybodystreet.com/

comprehensive guide,
we will explore the
history of this essential
publication, the types
of collectibles it covers,
how to use it
effectively, and why it
remains a cornerstone
in the hobby of Coca-
Cola collecting.

THE LEGACY OF
ALLAN PETRETTI

To understand the
significance of
Petretti S Coca Cola
Collectibles Price
Guide The, one must
first appreciate the
man behind the work.
Allan Petretti was not
merely a compiler of
prices; he was a
passionate collector,
historian, and
entrepreneur who
dedicated his life to
documenting the
sprawling universe of
Coca-Cola advertising
and packaging. His
journey began in the

1970s, a time when the
hobby of collecting
soda memorabilia was
gaining serious
momentum. Petretti
recognized that
collectors lacked a
reliable, centralized
resource to determine
what items were worth
and how to identify
authentic pieces. Over
the years, he
meticulously cataloged
thousands of items,
from early 20th-
century serving trays
to modern promotional
toys. His name became
synonymous with trust
and expertise, and the
guide he created
remains the gold
standard long after his
passing, with updates
continuing through his
estate and contributing
editors.

WHAT IS THE
PETRETTI'S COCA-
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COLA

COLLECTIBLES

PRICE GUIDE?
At its core, Petretti S

Coca Cola
Collectibles Price
Guide The is a

comprehensive

reference book that
provides estimated
market values for a
vast array of Coca-
Cola-related items. The
guide covers virtually
every category of
collectible produced by
or for The Coca-Cola
Company from its
inception in 1886 to
the present day. It is
important to
understand that this is
not a fixed price list
but a guide to current
market trends. The
values presented are
based on auction
results, dealer sales,
and collector market
analysis. Each edition
of the guide updates

these figures to reflect
the dynamic nature of
the collecting world.
The book is arranged
logically, often by
category and then by
era or manufacturer,
making it easy for
collectors to locate
specific  items and
compare conditions
and values.

Key
Features
of the
Guide

e Extensive
Photography:
Hundreds of
black-and-white
and color
photographs help
with
identification.

¢ Detailed
Descriptions:



Each item is backgrounds.
described with

dimensions, WHY THIS GUIDE
materials, IS ESSENTIAL FOR

manufacturing COLLECTORS
variations, and
condition
considerations.
¢ Multiple Price

Navigating the Coca-
Cola collectibles
market without a
reliable price guide is

Columns: . - ,

Ranges are akin to sailing without
typically given a compass. The_
for items in reasons why Petretti

S Coca Cola
Collectibles Price
Guide The has
become an
indispensable tool are
numerous. First and
foremost, it combats
misinformation. Online
marketplaces are rife
with overpriced
reproductions and

different states
of preservation,
from good to

mint condition.

e Rarity Ratings:
A system that
indicates how
difficult an item
is to find on the
open market.

) EI:)S::;)I(::?IBrief WiI.dIy inflated ask.ing
histories of prices. The gU|'de
specific provides a reality
advertising check, aIIow!ng buyers
campaigns, to .rr.1ake |nformeq
product decisions. For seIIer.s, .|t
launches, and of'fersl a re§I|§t|c
manufacturer pasel|ne for. pricing

items, ensuring they
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do not undervalue a
rare piece.
Furthermore, the guide
serves an educational

purpose. New
collectors often
struggle to

differentiate between a
common item and a
true gem. By studying
the guide, they learn to
recognize the subtle
markings,

manufacturing quirks,
and historical nuances
that distinguish a
valuable piece from a
worthless reproduction.

The guide also fosters
a sense of community
and shared knowledge.
When collectors
reference Petretti S
Coca Cola
Collectibles Price
Guide The in
discussions, at
auctions, or in online
forums, they are
speaking a common
language. This
standardization helps

stabilize the market
and promotes fair
trading. Additionally,
the guide is a historical
document in its own
right. By leafing
through its pages, one
can trace the evolution
of American
advertising, design,
and consumer culture
through the lens of a
single beloved brand.
From the elegant soda
fountain glasses of the
1890s to the pop-art
inspired cans of the
1960s, each item tells
a story, and the guide
helps preserve that
narrative.

CATEGORIES OF
COLLECTIBLES
COVERED IN
DETAIL

One of the greatest
strengths of Petretti S
Coca Cola
Collectibles Price
Guide The is its
incredible breadth. The



guide does not limit
itself to bottles and
cans; it encompasses
the entire ecosystem
of Coca-Cola
promotional and
packaging materials.
Below are some of the
major categories you
can expect to find
within its pages.

Advertisi
ng Signs
and

Displays

This is perhaps the
most popular and
valuable category. It
includes porcelain
enamel signs,
cardboard cutouts,
metal lithograph signs,
neon signs, and
countertop displays.
Early 20th-century
signs featuring the

iconic Coca-Cola script
and the famous
"Hobble Skirt" bottle
design are particularly
sought after. The guide
provides detailed
breakdowns by size,
manufacturer, and
condition, explaining
why a sign from the
1910s might be worth
tens of thousands of
dollars while a similar
one from the 1970s
might be worth only a
few hundred.

Serving
Trays and
Tins

For much of the early
1900s, Coca-Cola
provided embossed
metal serving trays to
soda fountains and
drugstores. These
trays, often featuring
glamorous illustrations
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of women enjoying the
beverage, are highly
collectible. The guide
catalogs every known
tray variation, noting
differences in color,
embossing depth, and
manufacturer marks.
Similarly, tin
containers, such as
those used for syrup or
promotional
giveaways, are
covered in exhaustive
detail.

Bottles,
Cans, and
Packagin

g

From the iconic
contour bottle to
obscure regional
variations, the guide is
a treasure trove for
bottle collectors. It

covers everything from

the early Hutchinson-
stoppered bottles to

modern collectible
series. Cans are also
included, with

attention to rare
promotional designs,
holiday editions, and
test market products.
The gquide helps
collectors distinguish
between a common
can and a rare error
can that could be
worth a significant
premium. Furthermore,
cardboard packaging,
such as six-pack
carriers and cartons, is
documented, with
values often surprising
newcomers who
assume cardboard is
always worthless.

Calendars
and



Paper
Goods

Coca-Cola calendars
are among the most
beautiful and desirable
advertising collectibles.
The guide lists every
known calendar from
the 1890s onward, with

values heavily
dependent on
condition and the
artwork featured.
Other paper goods
include posters,
blotters, booklets, and
even unused

postcards. The fragility
of paper means that

condition is
paramount, and the
guide  offers clear

guidance on how to
grade these items.

Toys,

Novelties,
and

Promotio
nal ltems

Coca-Cola has
produced an endless
stream of branded toys
and giveaways: toy
trucks, banks, puzzles,
keychains, and more.
The guide covers these
in depth, often
grouping them by
series or year.
Collectors of die-cast
vehicles, for example,
rely heavily on the
guide to identify rare

variations from
different

manufacturers like Ertl
or Tonka. Even

seemingly trivial items
like bottle openers,
ashtrays, and
matchbook holders are
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cataloged, as they can
form the backbone of a
specialized collection.

Clocks
and
Watches

Coca-Cola clocks,
whether electric,
battery-operated, or
wind-up, are iconic.
From the classic "red
button" wall clocks to
rare countertop
advertising clocks, the
guide provides detailed
valuations. It also
covers wristwatches
and pocket watches
that were sometimes
produced as employee
gifts or promotional
items.

HOW TO USE THE
PETRETTI GUIDE
EFFECTIVELY

Owning Petretti S

Coca Cola
Collectibles Price
Guide The is only the
first step. Using it
effectively requires a
methodical approach.
Here are some
practical tips for
getting the most out of
this invaluable
resource.

Understa
nd
Condition
Grading

The single most
important factor in
determining value is
condition. The guide
uses a specific grading
scale, typically ranging
from "Poor" to "Mint." It
is crucial to study the
descriptions of what
constitutes each grade.
A sign that is scratched



and faded might be
valued at a fraction of
one that is near-
perfect. Do not assume
that a rare item is
valuable regardless of
condition; a rare item
in poor condition may
still be worth less than
a common item in
beautiful shape.

Check
Multiple
Editions

Prices in the
collectibles market
fluctuate. An item that
was highly desirable in
2005 might have
cooled off by 2020, or
vice versa. If possible,
consult multiple
editions of the guide to
understand long-term
trends. Some collectors
keep both an older
edition and the newest

10

one to track how
values have changed.
This historical
perspective can inform
buying and selling
decisions.

Use the
Photogra
phs and
Descripti
ons
Carefully

Do not rely solely on
the listed price. Read
the description
thoroughly. Many items
look similar but have
vastly different values
due to small variations
in color, size, or
manufacturer. For
example, a Coca-Cola
serving tray from 1930

10
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might be worth several
thousand dollars, while
an almost identical tray
from 1935 might be
worth significantly less.
The guide explains
these nuances, but you
must pay attention to
the details.

THE EVOLUTION
OF THE GUIDE
THROUGH
EDITIONS

Petretti S Coca Cola
Collectibles Price
Guide The has gone
through numerous
editions since its first
publication. Each new
edition reflects the
changing landscape of
the hobby. Early
editions were relatively
slim volumes, but as
the market grew and
more items were
discovered, the book
expanded dramatically.
Later editions
incorporated
contributions

from

11

specialist collectors
and dealers, adding
depth to categories
that were previously
under-documented.
The guide has also
adapted to the digital
age, with some
editions including
supplementary online
content. However, the
core mission has
remained unchanged:
to provide honest,
researched, and
reliable pricing
information to the
widest possible
audience of Coca-Cola
enthusiasts.

TIPS FOR BUYING
AND SELLING WITH
THE GUIDE

Whether you are
buying or selling, the
guide is your most
powerful ally. For
buyers, always carry a
copy (or have the
digital version
accessible) when




shopping at flea
markets, estate sales,
or auctions. When you
see a promising item,
consult the guide to
check its typical value
range. If the seller's
price is below the
guide range, it might
be a bargain, but be
sure to carefully
inspect the item's
condition. If the price is
far above the guide,
you may want to
negotiate or walk
away. For sellers, the
guide helps you set
realistic expectations.
It is tempting to
assume that every old
Coca-Cola item is a
goldmine, but the
guide provides a dose
of reality. Price your
items within the
guide's range for the
appropriate condition,
and you will attract
serious buyers.
Overpricing leads to
unsold inventory and a

12

reputation for being
unrealistic.

THE FUTURE OF
COCA-COLA
COLLECTING AND
THE GUIDE

The hobby of Coca-
Cola collecting is not
static. As new
generations discover
the brand, collecting
trends evolve. Modern
items, such as limited-
edition cans from the
1990s and 2000s, are
entering the guide's
purview. Meanwhile,
the market for early
and rare items
continues to
strengthen, driven by
wealthy collectors and
institutional buyers.
Petretti S Coca Cola
Collectibles Price
Guide The continues
to adapt, incorporating
new discoveries and
market data. The
digital transformation
has also impacted the

12
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guide. While the
printed book remains
beloved for its tactile
quality and portability,
digital versions allow
for more frequent
updates and easier
searching. Regardless
of format, the guide's
authority remains
undiminished. It
continues to be the

13

first  resource that
serious collectors reach
for when they need to
authenticate, evaluate,
or understand a piece
of Coca-Cola history.

CONCLUSION

In the vast and colorful
world of Coca-Cola
memorabilia, Petretti
S Coca Cola Collect



